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Thank you for giving my mom and me a  Thank you for giving my mom and me a  
much–needed home at this time in our livesmuch–needed home at this time in our lives

“I’m so grateful for what I receive that 
it’s a privilege to return the favor.”
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My name is Kourtney. My mom and I are at 
Inner City Mission because our house was 
foreclosed on us. I was picked up from school 

one afternoon and was told we had to move all our stuff 
out in one day. That was not a happy day for us. But 
things are looking up, especially because of what the 
Mission keeps doing for my mom and me. We have food, 
safe shelter, and people who care a lot about us.

I graduated from high school and was an honor 
student. But even though I did well in school, I still 
didn’t receive any of the 27 scholarships I applied for to 

go to college. But I’m not going to give up. I am now 
at Murray State in Kentucky, because it has a unique 
vet program — and I love animals. I will be pre-vet for 
four years, and then study two more years to become 
a veterinarian. I don’t know where I’m going to get 
the money to continue my education at Murray State, 
but I know God will help me make this happen. I’ve 
been saving whatever I can by doing odd jobs. I know 
I’m going to make it . . . hey, I’m a black belt, and I am 
mentally pretty tough.

I’m happiest when I’m helping othersI’m happiest when I’m helping others

Sometimes it’s been difficult to live at the Mission 
because it’s hard to bring my friends over to hang out 
with me. But what I receive at Inner City Mission far 
outweighs the challenges. That’s why I like to reach 
out to donors who need assistance in their gardens, 
where I do things like pull weeds, gather eggs, and 
weed onions. I’ve also helped to do some painting. 
I’m so grateful for what I receive that it’s a privilege 
to return the favor. One thing I can say for sure 
regarding my faith: Whenever I feel alone, down deep 
I know I am not, because either Jesus or an Angel is 
always standing there next to me. I know for sure that 
Jesus is the same yesterday, today, and forever.
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“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat. I was a stranger and you took me in.”
Matthew  25:35

     MYRNA’S CHRISTMAS TREE
“They were trying to put together a Christmas for their grandchildren.”

 Once upon a time, Myrna lived on the street, 
shoplifting to support her drug habit. Then God released 
her from that bondage and revealed in her a huge heart 
and generous spirit. Thereafter, Myrna began to do small 
things to help people living in poor circumstances.
 Now part of the ministry of Inner City Mission, 
Myrna sorts clothing and other donations so they can be 
put to the best use. Her enthusiasm for helping others 
shines through her work. When she sees an opportunity 
to help someone, she isn’t shy about it….
 “I saw this couple behind the garage, taking things 
out of the dumpster,” Myrna says of an incident last 
week. “Broken or worn toys I had gotten rid of. I spoke 
with them and they said they were trying to put a Christ-
mas together for their grandchildren.
 “These were things like toys with parts missing, 
and dolls with no clothes. The lady said she had once 
gotten a Barbie doll without clothes, cleaned it up, and 

when she gave 
it to her grand-
daughter, ‘you would have sworn I gave her the world.’
 “We had two new Barbie dolls that had come in as 
donations. I gave them to her. I also found some wrapping 
paper. I used the van and helped them take their things 
home.
 “I saw this couple had only a tiny Christmas tree. 
There was a nice tree in a box at ICM. I went back and got 
permission to give it away. I stopped at the Dollar Store and 
bought some decorations with my own money.
 “They were so grateful. The lady said I didn’t know 
how much Inner City Mission was blessing them.
 “I was teary eyed all that day, I would tell someone 
about it and start crying.”
 Myrna is someone who received and accepted the 
grace of God. Now, she can’t help but pass it on. That’s the 
joy in her life...being a blessing in the lives of those around 
her.


