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My name is Charles. Today I can say 
I’m blessed and highly favored by 
a loving God — a God who keeps 

showing up in different ways. But it hasn’t 
always been that way. I once had a lifestyle of 
alcohol and drug dealing that was destroying 
me. I would have as much 
as a quarter of a million 
dollars at my disposal. 
But I spent it on stupid, 
frivolous things. Today, it’s 
all gone. But here’s what 
I’m learning: I don’t need to 
have money to be happy. 
         I remember the moment 
God turned my life around, 
when I met a Pentecostal minister. He asked 
me if I was saved. I said I thought so. Well, I 
was with this man of God for eight weeks. He 
was the kind of friend who’d come and drag 
me out of the bars. Then he’d sit me down and 
we would talk. I learned about the Bible from 
my friend...and I flipped out when he died. For 
five years, I strayed from my Lord and God.

Happiness is not a pocketful of money
       But in my heart I knew I needed 
to change. The money never 
gave me real satisfaction. 
Eventually, it took time 
in prison to get my 

attention. It takes a while for some of us to 
see the light. I’m just glad the light of God’s 
Son finally began shining in my life.
        I owe my new life to a loving God, the 
faithful servants here at Inner City Mission 
and to you who donate your time and money. 

Here I’m also learning to 
give back to others even as 
I’m being blessed. If I can 
help someone else come to 
faith in Christ then I feel I’m 
doing what God wants me to 
do. God bless you for your 
kindness and your love.

Your friend, 

Charles

“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat. I was a stranger and you took me in.”
Matthew  25:35


