
Looking Back,
Moving Forward

2016-2017 Parish Annual Report

All Saints Parish
www.allsaintsparish.com

A Letter from
Fr. Michael
The time has come for us to take 
stock of our work from the past year. 
How have we lived out our parish 
mission to be the eyes and ears, hands 
and feet of Jesus Christ in Puyallup? 
How have we participated in the work 

of God in our community? As we reflect on these questions 
as a parish family, I invite you to also reflect on the calling of 
God in your own life. Inspired by our continued growth 
from the past year, may we find new energy to look to the 
future with hope and enthusiasm for God’s mission.

Ministering to a Growing Community

Last fiscal year, we welcomed 164 new families into our 
parish. As Pierce County experiences rapid expansion and 
development, our parish is also growing in numbers and 
diversity. Limited as we are in staffing and material 
resources, we have been incredibly blessed by the generosity 
and commitment of our parish volunteers. These devoted 
parishioners work tirelessly to keep our programs running. 
To name only a few of many examples, we can look to the 
new parish community garden, the theatrical ministry of 
ASTRA, and the First Suppers welcoming new parishioners. 
Many of our parish programs are carried out almost entirely 
by volunteers, from our outreach programs to our liturgical 
celebrations, even our front desk operations. The hard work 
of our volunteers makes it possible for us to minister to so 
many.

A Bold Move: The New Parish Rectory

This past fiscal year, our parish moved forward with plans to 
build a new parish rectory. It is our hope to meet the 

growing spiritual and sacramental needs of All Saints by 
providing a community setting for our pastor as well as a 
parochial vicar, seminarian, or possibly even a senior priest. 
To date, we have raised over $63,700 towards our goal of 
$150,000. We are grateful to those who have so generously 
contributed, those who are continuing to give, and those 
who have played a part in getting this project underway.   

Our Part in the Greater Picture

It is important for us to pause each year and look back on 
the things we have accomplished, remembering that we are 
capable of great things when we work together for the 
greater good of our parish. The same is also true in the 
greater Catholic church, here in Western Washington and 
around the world. Our participation in Archdiocesan and 
national campaigns have been exemplary this year, especially 
our response to the Annual Catholic Appeal where we have 
so far exceeded our parish goal by over $19,500. Truly, we 
have been active participants in the work of our greater 
Church through our support of such campaigns. 

Filled with Hope and Faith

There is always more to be done - more challenges to 
overcome, more goals to fulfill. Sometimes the challenges 
may seem great and the goals appear daunting, but the 
stories of the past year remind us that God is steadfast and 
abounding in love. So let us venture into the future together, 
filled with hope and faith in our steadfast God.

In Christ,

Fr. Michael Radermacher

Pastor
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Stewardship of  Treasure

To the left is a breakdown of our Parish 
Profit and Losses in relation to our Annual 
Parish Budget. This chart outlines the 
different parish revenue streams, including 
our collections, program fees, fundraisers, 
donations, and various other forms of 
revenue. It also outlines the different 
parish expenses, including salaries and 
benefits, program expenses, maintenance 
and contributions to the Archdiocese.

Over the past fiscal year, our parish was 
blessed to see a 13% increase in revenue 
from the previous fiscal year. However, our 
actual income fell $77,492 short of our 
projected income for 2016-2017. We are 
grateful to the 839 families who supported 
our parish through our regular collections, 
as well as those who contributed through 
special gifts and donations. Thank you for 
your participation and generosity!

Our expenditures were approximately 3% 
less than projected, with the largest 
overages in Archdiocesan Assessments & 
Contributions as well as Utilities. Our 
expenditures on Salaries and Benefits were 
under budget by $69,893, which helped to 
decrease our end-of-year losses, totaling 
$33,829 less than projected.  

Please note that these figures do not 
include income and expenses for the 
school, which are found in the school’s 
section of the report.

Income
Collection Revenues

Education Receipts
Fundraisers

Gifts
Business Revenue

Other Revenue
Total Income

Expense
Salaries
Benefits

Total Salaries & Benefits
Supplies

Program Expense & Subsidy
Operations & Maintenance

Contracted Services
Business Expenses

Utilities
Travel

Appreciation
Assessments & Contributions

Total Expense
Net Income

Budget 
   $979,114 

 $28,525 
 $82,050 

 $195,500 
 $93,050 
 $13,500 

 $1,391,739 

$512,139 
 $245,294 
 $757,433 

 $86,600 
 $164,840 

 $83,544 
 $107,700 
 $111,889 

 $36,050 
 $3,600 
 $7,750 

 $71,414 
 $1,430,820 

 $(39,081)

July ‘16-
June ‘17  
$956,735 
 $19,607 
 $88,385 

 $158,449 
 $81,303 

 $9,768 
 $1,314,247 

 
$498,739 
 $188,800 
 $687,540 

$84,076 
 $168,484 

 $78,973 
 $110,869 
 $115,153 

 $42,257 
 $3,495 
 $5,955 

 $90,356 
 $1,387,157 

 $(72,910)

$ Over 
Budget

   $(22,379)
 $(8,918)
 $6,335 

 $(37,051)
 $(11,747)

 $(3,732)
 $(77,492)

$(13,400)
 $(56,494)
 $(69,893)

 $(2,524)
 $3,644 

 $(4,571)
 $3,169 
 $3,264 
 $6,207 
 $(105)

 $(1,795)
 $18,942 

 $(43,663)
 $(33,829)

Parish Profit & Loss vs. Annual Budget

Archdiocesan Participation

As mentioned in Fr. Michael’s 
letter, our parish demonstrated 
exemplary participation in last 

fiscal year’s Archdiocesan 
collections. We contributed 

$37,479 to special collections last 
year, which benefited the Catholic 

Relief Services, World Missions, 
and the Priest Pension fund, to 

name only a few. 

Last Year’s Financial Portrait

Archdiocesan Collections
Total Donations

$1,330
$1,862
$1,190
$5,157
$3,183
$2,197
$2,427

$14,720
$2,354

$10
$3,049

$37,479 

Collection Name
Northwest Catholic

Build Hope
Catholic Community Services

Catholic Relief Services
CRS Rice Bowl

Peter’s Pence
Priest Pension Fund

Special Mission
World Mission Sunday

Improvement Drive
Missions

Total

2017-2018
Proposed
  $978,609 

 $27,450 
 $70,500 

 $175,750 
 $80,000 
 $13,500 

 $1,345,809 

 $441,804 
 $156,970 
 $598,773 

$88,288 
 $163,921 
 $101,527 
 $106,487 
 $122,322 

 $42,900 
 $4,550 
 $7,750 

 $78,905 
 $1,315,424 

 $30,386 
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Outreach Program Statistics

Delivery Food Bank
5,544 people served / 1,898 households
Food purchasing costs: $38,996.90
Pounds of food donated by parishioners and the greater 
community: 60,032 (valued at $103,855)
Pounds of food delivered to our neighbors: 108,086

Servants of St. Teresa 
Home Visits with neighbors in need: ≈ 16
Rent: prevented homelessness for 98 families
Utilities: maintained electricity or water for 93 families
Prescriptions: provided prescribed medication for  11 people
Transportation Assistance: gas vouchers for 17 people to get to 
work or medical appointments
Financial Assistance Total: $46,923.06

Ministries to Our Homeless Brothers and Sisters
Sr. Myrna’s Manna: 82 meals served at New Hope Resource 
Center 
Freezing Nights: 6 suppers and 6 nights hosted at First 
Presbyterian Church
Individual meals served: 6,160                           

Annual Outreach Programs
CCS Family Housing Network: 4 families of 8 parents and 
children were sheltered, fed and made to feel at home for one week 
in the parish center last fall
Christmas Giving Tree: 376 individuals and households assisted
Back to School Supply Drive and Distribution: 260 Puyallup 
schoolchildren served
Catholic Advocacy Day: 5 parishioners and the All Saints School 
8th grade class attended and spoke with legislators.
Respect Life: Several All Saints families and the All Saints School 
7th grade class attended the Mass for Life in Olympia.

Ministry to the Sick
Homebound Ministry: 16 parishioners visited weekly or every 
other week, Eucharistic Ministry provided.
Ministry to Nursing Homes and Assisted Living Facilities: 
12 masses celebrated and weekly communion services to 6 local 
facilities.
Sacramental Ministry at Good Samaritan Hospital: Catholic 
patients receive a visit from a Eucharistic Minister or Fr. Sebastin 
every day of the week.
Prayer Shawl: 225 gifts of comfort and prayer
Layette Ministry (a subgroup of Prayer Shawl):  7 signs of 
hope to new or expecting low-income families.

Community Services and Outreach
Family Housing Network: 15th Anniversary
By Ray Fjetland, Family Housing Network Coordinator

2017 marks the 15th year our parish has hosted the Catholic 
Community Services Family Housing Network (FHN), 
where unhoused families embark on a journey to gain 
housing and employment. This year, over 65 parishioners 
gave more that 500 hours to support four families for a 
week’s stay at All Saints. One family acquired housing during 
their stay.  Two more were placed the following week, with 
the last family getting a house in late September. By the time 
they complete the program, each family will have spent at 
least two months going from church to church each week 
while waiting for housing. During this time, children must be 
in school or child care as their parents go to classes in job  
interviews or job  skills as well as training in financial 
management and parenting.

Sometimes our outreach work and other parish ministries 
focus so much on our clients and guests that we forget what 
a family we can become when we serve. Those who 
spend evening hours restocking the food baskets in the food 
bank tell about what a family they have become by serving. 
This same sense of family exists with volunteers in the 
Family Housing Network.

Today, that family of servants continues to grow. We have the 
Rogackis, the Nelsons, and the Armijos. We even have a 
special team of Kathy Olson and Maxine Bilderback that can 
assist with any emergency, including a baby’s birth. Jerry 
Soler volunteers each year and directs the setup and take 
down of the facility. The Thompsons love to be evening and 
overnight hosts, and Jean is the greatest story teller to our 
guest kids. We always have wonderful backup support such as 
Sandy Simon, Elizabeth Girdler, and Diane Dickman, who 
say “plug me in anywhere if you need someone.”  The 
Stevensons have developed a specialty at setting up the 
rooms for our guests, giving those special touches that turn a 
classroom into an inviting bedroom. We are also blessed with 
many of our parish groups that support FHN, such as our 
youth ministry and Sr. Myrna’s Manna. Of course, we can’t 
forget those who supply food for meals, and those who 
offered prayer. If you supported the Family Housing 
Network in any way, you are a part of the family. 
And thanks to you, the Family Housing Network remains a 
way to share the gospel and put our faith into action.
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Orinary Income
Education Receipts

Fundraisers
Gifts

Business Revenue
Other Revenue
Total Income

Expenses
Salaries & Benefits

Supplies
Program Expense & Subsidy

Operations & Maintenance
Contracted Services

Business Expenses
Utilities

Travel
Appreciation

Assessments & Contributions
Total Expenses w/o Salary
Total Expense with Salary

Net Ordinary Income

July ‘16-
June ’17  

 $2,075,683 
 $389,646 

 $28,150 
 $17,639 
 $12,090 

 $2,523,208 

 $1,949,700 
 $93,919 
 $26,033 

 $238,594 
 $106,162 
 $146,809 

 $57,103 
 $8,440 
 $1,682 

 $13,476 
 $692,218 

 $2,641,918 
 $(118,710)

Budget
  $2,161,970 

 $354,200 
 $10,000 
 $16,000 

 $9,125 
 $2,551,295 

$1,926,406 
 $113,400 

 $38,850 
 $145,888 
 $111,145 
 $132,153 

 $65,253 
 $7,250 

 $750 
 $10,200 

 $624,889 
 $2,551,295 

 $ -  

$ Over 
Budget

  $(86,287)
 $35,446 
 $18,150 

 $1,639 
 $2,965 

 $(28,087)

$23,294 
 $(19,481)
 $(12,817)
 $92,706 
 $(4,983)
 $14,656 
 $(8,150)
 $1,190 

 $932 
 $3,276 

 $67,329 
 $90,623 

 $(118,710)

Proposed 
Budget

   $2,058,057 
 $388,490 

 $6,000 
 $15,625 

 $5,000 
 $2,473,172 

 $1,945,247 
 $93,392 
 $27,757 

 $151,065 
 $36,619 

 $126,335 
 $60,525 
 $10,750 

 $550 
 $13,636 

 $520,629 
 $2,465,876 

 $7,296 

School Profit & Loss vs. Annual Budget

All Saints School Report

All Saints Catholic School continues to 
provide an outstanding academic program 
as well as a strong Catholic education. Last 
year’s tuition income fell slightly short of 
our budget, but all other revenue streams 
exceeded our expectations. We were 
especially blessed to receive a number of 
generous financial gifts, which went a long 
way to help us keep tuition costs 
affordable for our families.

Several of our expense items were kept 
below budget this past school year, but 
much-needed improvements made to our 
school facilities incurred greater 
operations and maintenance costs than 
projected. We expect these improvements 
to benefit our students in the long run. 
One delightful addition we have made to 
our program is a Toddler Classroom 
serving 18 month to two year olds.  We 
continue to make improvements to our 
building to ensure safety and security as 
well as functionality. 

We look forward to many more years of 
providing a Catholic education for 
students in our community. Our school is 
blessed to have such wonderful and 
dedicated staff, volunteers, and school 
families. Thank you for your continued 
support this last school year!

Top left: the 8th grade class of 2017 on graduation 
day; Toft right: Read Walk Run, May 2017 at Sparks 
Stadium; Bottom left: the 2nd grade class at St. 
James Cathedral in Seattle; Bottom right: the 8th 
grade class dressed up as saints for the Saints 
Museum.
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Our Sacramental Life by the Numbers

Sacraments and Liturgies

Baptisms 
Including conditional Baptisms

Professions of Faith
Reception into the Church of those 
baptized in another Christian faith

First Eucharist
Children at the traditional age

as well as youth and adults receiving
 at the time of Baptism or Profession

of Faith or at another time

Confirmation
By the Archbishop at Confirmation

By the pastor at Easter Vigil

By the pastor with delegation from
the Archbishop

Convalidations
Marriage in the Church

Individual confessions
Penance at a retreat/service

Communal anointings
Individual anointings

Funeral Masses
Funeral services without a Mass

Remote funeral services
Services conducted by a permanent

deacon as the primary presider

65 

7

42

13
16
11

5
6

≈ 360
≈ 20

≈ 240
168

17
18
5
14

Sacraments of Initiation

Marriage

Penance

Sacramental Anointing

Funeral

Liturgical Ministries

Eucharistic Ministers
Lectors

Altar Servers
Cantors

Ushers/Hospitality
Ministers

Choirs
Choir Members

(in all choirs)
Sacristans

Church Environment
Ministers

Other Liturgical Ministry

76
38
33
3
18

4
37

13
6

6

Volunteer Numbers by Role

Outward Signs of Inward Grace

Sacraments are the lifeblood of any parish 
community. Last fiscal year, we saw a small 
decline in the number of sacraments 
celebrated at All Saints Parish. There were 
fewer candidates for the Sacraments of 
Initiation (Baptism, First Communion, and 
Confirmation). There was also a decline in 
the number of Confessions heard last fiscal 
year, whether through individual confessions 
or through a penance retreat/service. We did 
see an increase in the number of Sacramental 
Anointings performed, thanks to the 
collaboration of Fr. Michael and Fr. Raja.

Indeed, Fr. Raja was a great support to our 
parish last fiscal year, particularly in 
administering sacraments. He had become 
well-loved in our community through his 
two years of service here at All Saints and at 
St. Andrew’s in Sumner. It was with sadness 
that we said farewell to him just this summer, 
when he was assigned to Friday Harbor to 
become the Chaplain of the Our Lady of the 
Rock Priory and the Sisters of Mercy of 
Alma. Fr. Raja also serves as the Parochial 
Vicar for St. Francis Parish in Friday Harbor, 
along with other Catholic communities in 
Lopez Island and Orcas Island.

Our average weekend Mass attendance has 
increased this year. The biggest increase in 
average weekend attendance was observed at 
the 5pm Sunday Mass. The 9am Sunday Mass 
continues to be our fullest Mass time by a 
fair margin, followed by the 11am Mass. We 
are grateful to the many volunteers who 
share their time and skills at our liturgical 
celebrations. 

Mass Time
7pm Saturday

9am Sunday
11am Sunday
5pm Sunday

Avg. Weekend
Attendance

146
417
292
189

Mass Statistics

Average Weekend Attendance: 1044

Top: the adult choir singing at the Easter Vigil 
Mass; Bottom: Fr. Michael preaches his homily to 
the kids at 11am Mass.
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Growing in Faith:
Our Faith Formation Programs

Reflections on a Career in Faith Formation
By Peggy Alston, 

Former Pastoral Assistant for Faith Formation

In May 2017, our Pastoral Assistant for Faith Formation, Peggy Alston, announced 
her retirement after nine years of ministry at All Saints Parish and School. Peggy 
contributed so much to our faith formation programs through the years, and she is 
surely missed even today. But the story of her career in ministry is a valuable gift to 
us, as we continue to discern the calling of God in our own lives. 

My first position was as a 6th grade teacher at St. Joseph’s School, and I 
loved my job. After his residency, my husband, Bob, moved us to Puyallup, 
his first choice for beginning his medical practice. I missed teaching but 
had two children in no time at all! In the next couple of years, we added 
two more. I did not even imagine returning to a career. I had a very full 
schedule just keeping up with the children. But a few years after, God 
spoke to me through the prompting of a spiritual director, and I enrolled 
in a graduate level program at the School of Theology and Ministry at 
Seattle University. When graduation came close, a sister who was part of 
our program, Kathryn Dyckman, told me that I need to go to work at 
her family’s home parish, St. Patrick’s in Tacoma. 

It was an amazing experience. A year later, I wrote about my experience 
in parish ministry for my completion project. Fr. James Eblen was my 
supervisor at the time. Once again, God spoke to me through Fr. Eblen 
when he said, “Go to work!”

The early years in ministry were delightful but crazy, as I had all of the 
home responsibilities and four boys. I spent a year or so at St. Charles, 
but as my mother’s heath declined, I decided to leave my job in order to 
help my family. Little did I know, God had more in store for me. Fr. Tom 
Belleque invited me to apply for a children’s ministry position at St. 
Andrew’s in Sumner. I cannot say how much the work with children 
brightened my ministry experience. It is amazing to talk to small children 
about spiritual life, about God, about grace and goodness! 

By the time my sons were in college and able to take care of themselves, 
I decided to leave my position at St. Andrew’s, travel to Nicaragua, and 
remain for a while and study Spanish. I have many wonderful memories 
of being touched by the grace of God in different Central American 
countries. A priest who worked with orphaned and abandoned children, 
Fr. Ron, said that my limitations in the Spanish language were actually an 
advantage, because it was in this silence, as I was traveling in El Salvador, 
that I had a once-in-a-lifetime spiritual awakening. 

After my experiences in Central America, I wandered for several years 
trying to know what to do next. I began subbing at All Saints School, and 

Faith Formation Programs

Preschool-Kindergarten 
Including Children’s Liturgy 

of the Word

Grades 1-3
Including preparation for 

Reconciliation or First Eucharist

Grades 4-6
Grades 7-8

Including students participating
in Jr. High Base Camp

Grades 9-12
Including Confirmation prep

and/or Sr. High Quest

Faith Formation for
Children with Disabilities

Rite of Christian Initiation
for Children (RCIC)

Rite of Christian Initiation
for Adults (RCIA)

Whole Parish Catechesis
Young Adults

Adult Spirituality

50

70

38
34

35

2

10

14

150
10
250+

Participants by Age or Program Focus

that was fun. One day, Fr. Woody McCallister 
suggested I apply for an open position. I wasn’t 
sure that I wanted the job, but it’s a good thing I 
accepted it because it turned out to be a blessed 
experience. And the rest, as they say, is history. 

I have loved all of my different responsibilities 
here at All Saints. I decided to retire because my 
husband and I have a deep desire to use these 
years of good health to travel again. We love 
being grandparents and have been blessed with 
more grandkids since we retired. I have loved the 
work environment at All Saints, and I could not 
have asked to work with better people and 
friends. But as my story shows, there is a time 
for everything. This felt like the right time. I 
cannot thank you enough for all the ways I have 
been touched by the grace of this community. 
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ASTRA: Theatre, Family, and Home
Reflections by the Kang Family, written by Debbie Churchill with input from Diana Scott

On the surface, most people recognize ASTRA as the group 
that puts on a summer play every year. But having been in 
ministry since 2003, ASTRA has collected numerous stories 
over the years - stories of how God has touched the lives of 
others through our ministry. This year, we asked our own 
parish family to share their story. Emily and Won Kang, their 
children, Rose-Marie (age 9) and Terrence (age 12), and 
grandparents Rosemarie and Terrence Clark, were eager to 
share their perspective. 

Emily Kang was pleasantly surprised by the way her young 
daughter Rose-Marie handled the pressures and demands of 
theatre life. She was also moved by the way this production 
transformed not only her daughter, but her whole family:

“I never understood how ASTRA was a ministry, especially since 
the focus seemed to be on performance. Now I see how ASTRA 
brings together vast numbers of very different people, both within 
the show and the community. I was moved by how quickly and 
how well I got to know people while working in the kitchen. My 
daughter has developed close friends among the cast. The 
organization is so positive, so full of hard work and kindness, 
that I think we all want to be more a part of it next year.” 

Grandmother Rosemarie Clark chaperoned Rose-Marie at 
the rehearsals, eventually becoming a beloved member of the 
crew. She even stood in for some actors during rehearsals, 
which was thoroughly enjoyed by the rest of the cast. 
She shared:

“For our family, we quickly went from one 8-year old wanting to 
participate to an 8-year old and a 68-year old, and then to the 
involvement of the entire family.  Within our 6-member family we 
talked about how uncommon and how special this experience has 
been. I saw people volunteering amazing talent and time to 
create a series of performances that entranced people and 
possibly gave them new insight and appreciation into our church 
and community. It has truly been a life-changing experience for 
our family. We are closer as a family, [and] we better understand 
our parish and our community...I feel that ASTRA is a perfect 
way to share with the larger world what we at All Saints are all 
about.

ASTRA taught me that each one of us has hidden abilities and 
gifts to share with the world. I never experienced a more 
welcoming and encouraging and supportive ministry in our 
parish than ASTRA. I met and connected with a number of 
fellow parishioners that I have seen at Mass for years but never 
really knew. Now I call them friends.”

Perhaps the most poignant insight from the Kang family was 
that of 12-year-old Terrence, who originally said that “he 
would never try out in a million years” for an ASTRA 
production because he was “too terrified.” Having witnessed 
his sister’s positive experience in the cast, and having 
volunteered as part of the kitchen crew (he was an incredible 
worker!), Terrence is now determined to participate next 
year. When asked what ASTRA meant to him, he said that it 
is a “home away from home.” 

This sense of community and dedication was not just felt by 
the cast and crew, but also by the audience. During opening 
night, guests at Rosemarie’s table were impressed with the 
professional aspects of the show, the fact that we are a 
volunteer operation, and our efforts to assist All Saints Food 
Bank. Her guest commented, “Your church is doing 
something very right.”

As ASTRA closes the books for “The King and I” and we 
reflect on the past year, we are filled with a sense of great 
accomplishment - not just because of the stellar 
performances or the outstanding box office sales, but because 
of the ministry we were able to provide to those who took 
part in this year’s production. Individuals found a place to 
belong, families were brought closer together, and people of 
all ages found ways of expression that instilled a sense of 
fulfillment, confidence, and joy. The witness of the Kang 
family is only one of many that echo the true mission of 
ASTRA: to honor and celebrate the risen Jesus Christ in each 
of us, through the sharing of time, talent, and fellowship.

Left: Rose-Marie playing the role of a royal princess, pictured with Kaarin Vail; 
Top right: the ASTRA kitchen crew, with Emily (back row, second left) and 

Terrence (front row, third left); Bottom right: Rosemarie, observing at rehearsal
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First Suppers: A Ministry of Welcome
Input by Mary Jo Young, written by Renee Maranan

Last year, our parish started an endeavor that has been long 
overdue: a ministry to welcome families and individuals who 
have recently registered at our All Saints Parish. The idea was 
to provide a venue where new parishioners can meet one 
another as well as other members of our parish community. 
It was our hope to create an opportunity where individuals 
can connect with one another in a deeper way than what is 
possible in the few moments before and after Mass. After 
some consultations between Fr. Michael, the parish staff, and 
volunteers, it was decided that this endeavor would take the 
form of a casual, family-friendly dinner called First Suppers.

We kicked off the First Supper events in February 2016, and 
the second took place on Pentecost Sunday in June 2016. 
Over 60 new parishioners were entertained over the two 
dinners, averaging 30 guests for each dinner in addition to 
the parish volunteers who served. Meals were provided and 
served by the gracious and generous Columbiettes, who 
were the picture of warmth and hospitality. The Knights of 
Columbus also pitched in by gifting free breakfast tickets to 
families attending, as well as covering the cost of the chicken 
entrée at the June dinner. 

At both dinners, there was no particular agenda other than 
getting to know one another and having a good time. After 
dinner, we spent a little time getting to know one another by 

having each person - including the kids! - respond to one of 
three questions or statements: 

 “If I were pope, I would ______.”

 “The thing I like most about All Saints is ______” OR 
“The thing I want most from All Saints is ______.”

 “I've been dying to ask (Fr. Michael) ______.”

We got some pretty interesting answers to the questions! It 
was a wonderful jumping-off point for discussion. At the 
June supper, Fr. Michael impressed us all by being able to 
name every guest after introductions were made. That’s over 
40 people!

Our next dinner will be held on October 15th, 2017. 
Dinners for 2018 are planned for February, June, and 
October. The plan is to hold a supper every quarter. If you 
know a family who is new to our parish, we hope you will 
encourage them to register! 

If you would like to be a part of this new and wonderful 
ministry of welcome, please get in touch with the parish 
office. As Pierce County continues to experience such rapid 
growth in population and diversity, it is important for our 
community to welcome those who walk through our doors, 
seeking a sense of belonging. This is an integral part of our 
Catholic mission - to welcome the stranger, and to open our 
doors to those who are seeking a place to call home. May we 
take inspiration from the words of Pope Francis, urging us to 
be churches of welcome: 

“May the church be the place of God’s mercy and love, where 
everyone can feel themselves welcomed, loved, forgiven and 
encouraged to live according to the good life of the Gospel. 

And in order to make others feel welcomed, loved, forgiven and 
encouraged, the church must have open doors so that all 

might enter.”

Pope Francis, June 2013

Above: volunteers from the Columbiettes and the Knights of Columbus 
prepare to serve at a First Supper dinner in June 2016


