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BIBLE READING PLAN 
 

 

 

IN PURSUIT OF GOD-GLORIFYING LIFE CHANGE 

 

To abide in Jesus and for Jesus to abide in us is not only the greatest of privileges, but it is essential for bearing the fruit in our lives that bring glory to God.  Jesus 

offers us this unimaginable invitation in John 15, saying, “Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can 

you unless you abide in me. I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me, you can do 

nothing.” (John 15:4-5)  You see we can do nothing for God’s glory unless we are empowered through an abiding relationship in Christ. 

 

Yet, the obvious question this truth raises is, how do we have this abiding relationship?  Jesus is quick to answer, saying “If you abide in me, and my words abide in 

you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.” (John 15:7)  Jesus abides in you through his words abiding in you. When this happens, he explains, your life 

will be filled with fruit bearing, God-glorifying prayer.  (More on this later.)  Therefore, if you are to grow as his disciples and impact the world around you, you must 

allow his words to abide in you.  Do you? 

I am afraid increasingly we have a tendency to rely on others to bring us God’s word, whether it be the books we read or the blogs we follow or the Bible teachers we 

admire. Although there is nothing wrong with benefiting from these ministries, too often we let others read the Bible for us and, in doing so, we pass on this amazing 

invitation given to us by our Lord – he wants to abide in you. 

In light of these truths, I am inviting Hamilton Baptist Church to commit to read through the entire Bible in 2017.  

You will find the Bible reading plan from the Bible Project at the Welcome Center.  For an electronic copy, email office@hamiltonbaptist.com.  

 

 
READ 

A disciple of Jesus must discipline himself for godliness. This daily commitment to spend about 15 to 20 minutes reading God’s word is key to hearing from God as 

you open your mind and heart to Him.  To help keep you on track with your Bible reading, let me recommend you use the READ SCRIPTURE app, which is a 

wonderful resource to access The Bible Project reading plan and resources. You can learn more about this app at readscripture.org.  Additionally, the church will 

send out a weekly reminder of the reading schedule. 
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LEARN 

Since the Bible is an ancient book that is long, confusing and sometimes intimidating, the Bible Project has created a series of short animated videos that will help you 

understand the books you are reading and the themes you are considering.  You can view an introductory video on YouTube by searching for “The Bible Project, 

Read Scripture Info.”  So, for example, on January 1 and 2, you would follow this schedule:  
 

Day 1 

1.  Watch Genesis 1-11 Old Testament video 

2.  Watch Heaven & Earth themed video 

3.  Read Genesis 1-3  

4.  Read Psalm 1  

5.  Read/pray/reflect 
 

Also note that you can watch these videos right from the Read Scripture app and links to the videos will accompany the periodic emails from the church. 

 

 
SHARE 
It is clear that Jesus wants to work in us individually. But what is more important to him is working in us together as one body.  As Paul put it, he wants to “build up 

the body of Christ until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness 

of Christ.” (Ephesians 4:12-13) Therefore, as we commit to reading the same passages day by day as a church, I trust that there will be opportunities to discuss, share 

and apply what God is doing with others within our church.  Perhaps you could encourage others in your Sunday school class or Community Group to join you in 

this endeavor. Let's do this as a church, TOGETHER! 

 

 

PRAY 

Remember Jesus explained that when he abides in us through his word, our prayers become a powerful means by which He disciples us and glorifies himself.  As we 

read through the Bible together, you will note that for each day’s reading there is a Psalm assigned. This is to give us an opportunity to respond to God by praying the 

Psalm back to him, knowing that, “If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish and it will be done for you.” (John 15:7) 

 

 
ARE YOU WILLING?    

  

2017 is on its way.  Will you commit to disciplining yourself to abide in Jesus throughout the year? If so, let me encourage you to:  

 

1.  Send an email to office@hamiltonbaptist.com, saying that you are joining with your church to read the Bible in 2017.  You will be added to the weekly email  

     reminder list. 

2.  Download the Read Scripture App to help keep you on track. 

3.  Watch the welcome video on YouTube by searching for “The Bible Project, Read Scripture Info.”  

4.  Take a moment to ask God to work in you and your church in a fresh, powerful and God-glorifying way in 2017. 

     Day 2 

1.  Read Genesis 4-7 

2.  Read Psalm 2  

3.  Read/pray/reflect 

 


