
OVESTA 
EWS 
 

Published monthly by:  
Novesta Church of Christ 

2896 N. Cemetery Rd. 
Cass City, MI 48726 

Phone: (989) 872-3658  
novestachurch@yahoo.com 

www.novestachurch.org  
Brad Speirs, Senior Minister 

Austin Keller,                           
Associate Minister 
Jordan Hendrian,  
Student Minister 

August 
Issue 

 
VOL. XXXXII- - - No. 8 

July 30, 2017 

Sermon Series - Mic Drop Moments 
 
 Over the last few years in our culture when someone really says something profound, or if they make a huge 
or bold statement, they will ‘drop the mic’ and walk off the stage. And while the latest performer or speech giver may 
have said something that will be memorable for a season, Jesus was the original ‘mic-dropper’ and his message is still 
going strong thousands of years later. As we go through the months of August & September we will be checking in on 
some of Jesus’ greatest mic-drop moments ever. We hope that you’ll be able to join us on Sunday mornings as we dive 
into these great moments in history. 
 
    August 13th   -   Jesus ~vs ~ the Devil 
    August 20th   -   Greatest Sermon Ever 
    August 27th   -   He Said What? 
    September 3rd   -   He’s talking to who? 
    September 10th -   Step back Pharisees 

Austin preaching - August 6th 
  
Austin will be finishing up his Transformation series on 
Romans on August 6th and we hope that you’ll be able 
to join us for this great message and challenge from 
Austin. 

Summer Campfire  
August 20th  @  5PM 

Dave & Karen Speirs’ house  
(down by the river) 

  
Join us for a great time of fel-
lowship, canoeing, fishing, 
swimming, and more! We 
might also be having some fun 
and games that afternoon in-
cluding slip~n~slide kickball & 
waterslides for the kiddos de-
pending on the weather.   

More info will be in the bulletin the week before. 

Bible School - Sundays at 9:30 
  
As summer comes to a close and we begin to look at 
our fall schedules, can we invite you to consider giving 
Sunday early mornings another chance. We have lots 
of classes for kids and adults and we really do receive 
a blessing for the fellowship and study that takes place 
1st hour on Sunday mornings. We’ve got coffee on 
hand to help wake you up and plenty of friends to grow 
with you, so why not give it another chance : ) 

Bible Learning Program - Reward Day - August 27th 
  
Many of our youngsters have been busy learning Bible verses and earning points towards an end-of-summer Beach 
Reward Day! There’s still 4 weeks left to earn points, so make sure that your kids have made it and encourage them to 
keep learning! We will be sending out congratulation letters the week before our trip with the details! We’re super 
proud of the many students and parents that have spent the summer in the Word learning and studying! 



NEEDED  (for a craft) 
 
Please save your empty toilet paper rolls.  
Donna Little needs “lots of them” for a 
craft project.  Keep saving and turning them in until there 
is enough.  Donna will let us know when that  is. 

Online Giving 
  
Just a reminder that you can set up your giving 
online. If you visit our church website, 
www.novestachurch.org, you can click on the 
‘donate’ tab to give a one-time gift or to setup a re-
curring donation as well. God has called us to faith-
ful giving and we appreciate the many partners 
within our church that are continuing to provide for 
the needs of our ministry. 

5th Quarter Parties 
Coming Soon 

  
Football is right around the corner and that means Friday 
Night parties here at Novesta. We’ve got an early start 
this year with our 1st party taking place on August 25th. 
5th Quarter parties are gathering at the church for all 7th - 
12th grade students after home football games till 11PM. 
Each party has games, free food, and a short devotion. 
We want to invite all students and also invite a few more 
parents/volunteers to pitch in and help out this year. We 
need about 8-10 volunteers for each party and there are 4 
parties this Fall. If you’re interested in this ministry, talk 
to Jordan Hendrian for more information. 

Bible Bowl 
  
Our Teen Bible Bowl team will be starting back at it 
again very soon. If you have a kid(s) in 6th - 12th 
grade that would like to study the Bible, make awe-
some friends, and travel the country, Bible Bowl is a 
great place for all that to happen. The team meets 
for practice weekly, competes monthly, and travels 
out of state a few times each year for competition 
and fellowship. Talk to Karen Speirs for more infor-
mation! 
 

Beginner Bible Bowl 
 
Do you have kid(s) going in to 2nd - 5th grade? Do 
they like having fun? Would you like them to learn 
more about the Bible? Can they handle playing lots 
of games and being silly? Do you think they can fo-
cus for 12 minutes at a time? If those answers are 
yes… then we want your kid(s) to join us in this 
awesome ministry. Beginner Bible Bowl is a Bible 
quiz game group that meets weekly, competes 
monthly, and travels twice a year for learning, fel-
lowship, and fun! Talk to Brad about your kiddos 
joining this group. We will be starting the end of Au-
gust/first of September. 

Shine & Youth Group 
 

It’s not too long now until fall will be rolling in and with 
that will come Sunday night youth group for our Jr. High 
& High Schoolers and Wednesday after school Shine for 
our elementary age kids. As parents, we STRONGLY urge 
you to encourage your kids to be here for these pro-
grams. They do so much to help form the Spiritual foun-
dation that our kids need as well as helping develop the 
positive friendships that will carry them throughout their 
school careers into adulthood. Wednesday Shine will be 
starting September 20th and 180 Sunday nights start day 
will be announced soon! 

Fantasy Football 
Draft Day August 27th @ 5PM 

 
Each year a group of football ‘nerds’ gather for a 
time of fellowship and fun as we assemble our 
dream teams and try and claim the title of Novesta’s 
FFL Champion! If you’re a Fantasy Footballer we’d 
love to have you join our league. We will 
be doing a live draft at Charmont on the 
27th and there will be a sign-up in the 
middle hallway and on facebook the first 
part of August. 

Softball Congrats   
Our regular season is over and the team 
finished in 3rd place! The tournament is 

also over and the team finished in 3rd place, losing 
to Ellington by only 2 runs. A special thanks to all 
that played this year and the fun and fellowship that 
many enjoyed. 

New Website 
  
By the end of August, we hope to be launching a 
newer, fresher, more beautiful church website. The 
website will still have the monthly newsletters, con-
tact info, sermons, and online giving, it will just look 
sharper and hopefully be a little bit easier to navi-
gate as well. 



Farsight Christian Mission 
 
       Farsight Christian Mission led 
by Levern Halstead is one of the  
missions Novesta supports on a 
regular basis.  This is an email we 

     received from Levern this month. 
Dear Friends, 
I have two important messages to share with you 
today.  
FIRST MESSAGE:  My daughter Amanda was just 
diagnosed with breast Cancer.  She is 34, a wife, 
mother of 4 with the youngest just 19 months 
old.  Tomorrow, July 10, she will meet with her sur-
geon.  In the next days, weeks, and months she will 
be focused on the fight to overcome this challenge 
and her mom and I will be here to do all that is 
needed to help in every way possible. I ask you, 
please pray for Amanda and her family.   
SECOND MESSAGE: I have just returned from 
Haiti.  I have taken on a project that I cannot do by 
myself.  With your help I can launch a program that 
is focused on planting Jesus into the lives of 14 
“economic orphans” rescued by Yves from slavery 
and abuse.  Ninety-four  kids who are currently in 
programs run by Jocelin in Seguin, Haiti, where he 
is teaching Bible, English, and sports.  Over 400 
kids in school, where Chrisnet is the headmaster, 
will get a Gospel class included in their curricu-
lum.  Elie, Tony, and Jonel are organizing a pro-
gram to reach young adults in Port Au Prince.  And 
I almost forgot, Yves also has a choir program 
where 80 young people meet weekly.  My prayer: 
“God, use me and these young men and all who are 
able to join with us to bring these 700 young people 
to you in the next 5 years.” 
To make this work I need all the help I can get.  I 
basically need to bring back the Farsight of 1999-
2004.  If you were one on my college kids or co-
adventurer back then, you know what I need.  Are 
you ready to do it again with me?  I have lost con-
tact with many of my co-adventurers so please pass 
this on to everyone that you know who was con-
nected to FCM. 
Please note and change your records:  We live in TX 
now.   
 
Levern & Cynthia Halstead 
Farsight Christian Mission 
1510 Wild Rye Circle, Princeton, TX 75407   
Phone and email are unchanged: 423-331-4983,         
LHalstead@FCMInc.org  
 
Friend us on Facebook. 

BIRTHDAYS  and   
  ANNIVERSARIES 

 
8/1  Logan Severance 
8/1  Cindy Shaw 
8/2  Tosha Mellendorf 
8/2  Paul Binder 
8/2  Asher James Venema 
8/2 (A) Ron & Kristen Kampo 
8/3 (A) Tom & Doris Stimpfel 
8/6  Jordan Kus 
8/6  Riley Bohannon 
8/7  Chris Wilcox  
8/7 (A) Steve & Andrea Ross 
8/8  Nick Romzek 
8/8  Carletta Swoish 
8/8  Colton Kus 
8/8 (A) Joel & Janice Brandel 
8/10  Hailey Beckrow 
8/10  Autumn Sutton 
8/11  Austin Keller 
8/11 (A) R.J. & Katie Klaus 
8/12 (A) Larry & Sherry Thick 
8/13  Kyla Hendrick  
8/13  Lillianne Little 
8/14  Donna Little  
8/14  Skip Speirs 
8/14 (A) Jeff & Ann Hartel 
8/14 (A) Steve & Jennifer Steely 
8/15  Connor Nitz 
8/15 (A) Ed & Denise Dunckel 
8/16  John Luana 
8/16  Jane Luana 
8/16  Carrie Gilley 
8/16 (A) Joe & Kayla Delong 
8/17  Landon Schenk  
8/17 (A) Jeff & Cathy Healy 
8/18  Emma Hennessey 
8/18 (A) Skip & Ellen Speirs 
8/19  Logan Schenk 
8/19  Dave Kolacz 
8/20 (A) Ken & Patty Peters 
8/20 (A) Bernie & Sandy Wolny 
8/21  Marilyn Rosenberger 
8/22  Amanda Marshall 
8/22  Melvin Mittlestat 
8/22  Julia Maurer 
8/23  Cindy Klaus 
8/23  Ryan Mellendorf 
8/24  LuAnn Graham  
8/29  Christie Nye  
8/30  Clem Koepf, Sr. 
8/30  Winnifred Ball 
8/31 (A) Garold & Jamie Peasley 
 

 



 
OUR  

MILITARY      
   Scott Brownson - (Tom & Doris Stimpfel’s   
 nephew)  
   Ben Knoblet -  (Tim’s nephew)  
   Zac Potrykus - Navy—(Todd & Dora’s son) 
   Ryan Reid - (Jeff Hartel’s nephew)  
   Julie Roche Griffith - Air Force - Florida 
   Cody Ross - Marines - California 

  Mystery  Person 
 
Last Mystery Person was:   
              Jordan Hendrian 
 
Now see if you can guess who our  
mystery person is for this month.   
The clues given tells you a little bit about the per-
son and helps us get to know each other a little 
better. 
 
1. I have 3 children. 6 grandchildren and 6 great-

grandchildren. 
2. My last name has the same meaning as the 

location of where I live. 
3. We moved to Cass City when I was 8 years 

old. 
4. I enjoy sports and all crafts. 
  

WHO AM I ? 

FACTS  &  FIGURES 
 

Average weekly attendance for the  
month of  July (to date):    

A.M. Worship … 226 
 

Offering average for the month  
of  July (to date): 

Sunday Offerings……….…$5,516.80 
(Budget per Sunday: $4,730)  

Congratulations… 
 

...Brooks & Nichole Christensen on 
the birth of their son, Maddex 
Brady, on July 12th.  He weighed 8 
lbs. 1 oz. and was 21” long. 
 

...to Matthew & Lauren Koepf on 
the birth of their son, Jase Mat-
thew, on July 3rd.  He weighed 9 
lbs. 11 ozs. And was 21¾”.  Con-
grats also to his grandparents, Clem & Sally 
Koepf and Tom & Becky Howard.  
 

...to RJ & Katie Klaus on the birth 
of their son, Levi Jay, on July 8th.  
He weighed 8 lbs. 10 ozs. Levi has 
a proud sister & brother, Noelle & 
Graham.  We also congratulate his 

grandparents, Phil & Cindy Klaus and John & 
Pat McIntosh. 

Cards 
& Notes 

  
Ladies of the Church, 
       Thanks so much for the beautiful lunch.  It was such 
a blessing to have you handle everything.                       
         The family of Leota Anthes 
 
PS:  I was without power from Thursday PM till Satur-
day PM and the food was so handy.                    Dorothy 
 
            
Dear Church family, 
       Thank you for the delicious breakfast and for the 
Bible.  Thank you for your continual prayers as I enter 
the next phase of my life. 

Jonathan Brandel 

Bible Learning Program 
(Austin’s encouragement to our kids) 

 
Summer is almost half done and our Bible learning pro-
gram rewards day is right around the corner. Starting 
after church on Aug 27th, the children who meet the re-
quired amount of points will get to experience an amaz-
ing time at the beach with their friends. It is not too late 
to start working on the memory verses and enjoy an 
awesome summer day near the water. Those who go 
above and beyond will be rewarded a special day to go 
to splash village. Parents please help your child to reach 
their goal, there is nothing better than memorizing 
God’s Word and hanging out with friends from church.  



THOSE  SERVING  IN  AUGUST 
COMMUNION  DEVOTION: 
 8/6 Dave Little 
 8/13 Ron Speirs 
 8/20 Joel Brandel 
 8/27 Jordan Hendrian 
 
SERVICE  COORDINATOR: 
 8/6 Ken Peters 
 8/13 Ron Speirs 
 8/20 Duane O’Dell 
 8/27 Stuart Venema 
 
USHERS: 
 Dave Beckrow  Greg Mika 
 Barry Brown  Mark Peck 
 Andy Gray  Mark Zmierski 
 
A.M. NURSERY: 
 9:30 a.m. (all month) - Janie Kus 
     10:30 a.m. 
 8/6 Andrea & Bailee Ross & Brittany Davidson  
 8/13 Kristie Speirs, Dave & Tosha Mellendorf 
 8/20 Cindy Klaus, Jeff & Carletta Swoish 
 8/27 Ann Roche, Karissa Schrader & Patty Peck 
 
WORSHIP  LEADERS: 
 8/6 Kim Gray 
 8/13 Fred Hicks 
 8/20 Sarah Keller 
 8/27 Kristy Speirs / Band 
 
SOUND  SYSTEM: 
 8/6 Ed Dunckel 
 8/13 Ken Peters 
 8/20 Dave Speirs 
 8/27 Duane O’Dell 
 
POWER  POINT: 
 8/6 Kevven Dorland 
 8/13 Carol Hicks 
 8/20 Ron Kampo 
 8/27 JoEllen Bukoski 
 
VIDEO  RECORDING: 
 8/6 DJ Wheeler 
 8/13 Joe Kampo 
 8/20 Madison Beckrow 
 8/27 Garrett Roberts 
 
COMMUNION PREPARATION & CLEAN-UP: 
 Kayla Zmierski 

GREETERS: 
   8/6   9:30 (main) Irene Nicol & Dave Speirs 
         (center) Tom & Jen Mittlestat 
 10:30 (main) Michael & Tami Daskam 
         (center) Ken & Patty Peters 
   8/13   9:30 (main) Larry & Sherry Thick 
         (center) Scott & Robin Hendrian 
 10:30 (main) Elmer & Jean Schulz 
         (center) Melvin & Carolyn Mittlestat 
   8/20   9:30 (main) Garold & Jamie Peasley 
         (center) Mike & Carol Gaszczynski 
 10:30 (main) Chuck & Kelli Hendrick 
         (center) Steve & Andrea Ross 
   8/27   9:30 (main) Virgil & Amy peters 
         (center) Doris Hendrick & Elfriede Englehart 
 10:30 (main) Mark & Patty Peck 
         (center) Ryan & Shelli Herford 
   9/3   9:30 (main) Duane & Kathy O’Dell 
         (center) Garrett & Heather Roberts 
 10:30 (main) Chris & Stacey Wilcox 
         (center) Barry & Kerry Brown 
 
JUNIOR  CHURCH: 
    Leaders:   2’s—3’s: 8/6 Carletta & Jeff Swoish 
   8/13 Heather Roberts 
   8/20 Crystal Strickler & Kaylene 
    Stine 
   8/27 Jen Steely & Tonya Ziehm 
              4’s—K: 8/6 Amy & Bill Claerhout 
   8/13 Tami & Michael Daskam 
   8/20 Melissa & Kendall Hicks 
   8/27 Pam Kolacz & Kaylee Gray 
        1st—3rd: 8/6 Sharron Hartwick & Devon 
    Koning 
   8/13 Jamie & Scott Peasley 
   8/20 Janie Kus & Ray Peasley 
   8/27 Vanessa & Autumn Sutton 
        4th—5th: 8/6 Jenny Baker 
   8/13 Kerry Brown & Kirsten Mika 
   8/20 Shelli & Ryan Herford 
   8/27 Melanie & Ryan Radabaugh 
     Song Leaders:  8/6 Heather Roberts 
   8/13 Austin Keller 
   8/20 Kristy Speirs 
   8/27 Pearl, Kirsten, Madison &  
    Ray 
     Communion Devotion: 8/6 RJ Klaus 
   8/13 Austin Keller 
   8/20 Gary Anderson 
   8/27 Dave Little 
     Check-In: (all month)  Karen Speirs 

Financial Peace University - Starts September 11th - Summer can be tough on our finances as quick trips, vacation 
spending, and kids activities throw us off track. Summer can also be a tough time to keep up with the budget as routine 
and schedule rarely exist, plus the kids are always at the house driving us crazy : ) As Fall approaches we want to invite 
everyone to consider getting back on track or to begin for the first time to get on track by taking FPU. FPU is a 9 week 
course designed to help you start a budget, make financial progress, and experience peace and freedom with money. 
Brad will be leading this Fall’s class that will take place at Revive in Cass City on Monday nights. You can sign-up 
through Facebook or at Revive, or just call Brad to register. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  1 

 
Men’s Bible  
Study - 7 pm 

2 3 4 5 
 

RSVD by 
Tosha 

Mellendorf 

6 7 
 

Board Meeting 
7 pm 

8 
 

Men’s Bible  
Study - 7 pm 

 
 

9 
 

Quilting 
9 am—3 pm 

10 11 12 

13 14 15 
 

Men’s Bible  
Study - 7 pm 

16 17 18 19 
 

RSVD for  
Old Settlers’ 

Reunion 
12 noon 

20 
 

Campfire Service 
6 pm  @ 

Dave & Karen 
Speirs 

21 22 
 

Men’s Bible  
Study - 7 pm 

23 24 25 26 

27 
 

Bible Learning 
Rewards Day 

 
Fantasy Football 

Draft - 5 pm 

28 29 
 

Men’s Bible  
Study - 7 pm 

30 31   

 
SUNDAY  SCHEDULE 

 
9:30-10:20 a.m. 

Bible School     
 

10:30 a.m.  ~  Worship  
  


