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Who is Your Jesus? 
 

Ricky Bobby liked the “Christmas Jesus” best. 
 
Although leaning heavily toward irreverent, the scene in Talladega Nights where Ricky leads his family in grace before 
dinner is stone cold hilarious! (At least I think it is) 
 
Can’t you just picture it now?  “Dear Lord Baby Jesus, “he begins, “or as our brothers to the south call you, Hay-zoos, we 
thank you so much for this bountiful harvest of Dominos, KFC, and the always delicious Taco Bell….dear tiny infant Jesus 
with your golden fleeced diapers…. dear 8lb, 6oz new born infant Jesus, don’t even know a word yet, just so infant and 
so cuddly but still omnipotent….” 
 
Ricky’s wife attempted to chastise him, telling him that Jesus “did grow up….”  But Ricky liked his Jesus as a baby. 
 
His buddy Cal Naughton Jr liked his Jesus either in a tuxedo T-shirt, or with “giant eagle’s wings” leading a rock band of 
eagle-winged angels!  Ricky’s son wanted his Jesus to be a ninja, fighting off evil samurai! 
 
How do you see Jesus?  Who is he to you? 
 
This is the single most important question you will ever have posed to you in your life.  Everything hinges on your answer 
– your eternity, your now, your children’s future and eternity.  Everything. 
 
I think there are basically five answers that most people give to this question. 
 
First, maybe you are like Ricky Bobby and you like your Jesus in the manger, a babe in swaddling clothes.  He never 
grows up.  None of that dying on the cross business.  Nice and safe.  Not threatening.  Doesn’t require anything of you.   
 
Do you know what Jesus said about himself?  Look at these words:  “Do you think I came to bring peace on earth? No, I 
tell you, but division.”  (Luke 12:51).  He continued, “For I have come to turn a man against his father, a daughter against 
her mother, a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law….” (Mt 10:35) 
 
What, you say?!  I’ve sung the Christmas hymns, I’ve seen the greeting cards – it’s all about peace on earth.  
 
 
 
 



 
Yes, Jesus did come to bring peace (rest) to the hearts of those who would believe in him.  But his message, his very 
presence should bring strife, and contention!  It should challenge us and make us choose which road to take – and 
perhaps that’s a different road than our mother, or our father, or our daughter in law.  A cuddly little cooing baby in a 
manger doesn’t require that. 
 
Secondly, I believe people see Jesus as a good moral teacher.  They recognize his purity of heart.  His message of love.  
His lessons of forgiveness and grace.  Follow the “golden rule.”  But it stops there, it doesn’t go any further.  He is 
revered the same as Mahatma Gandhi or the teachings of Buddha.   
 
Jesus had something to say about this as well.  
 
He was met in his travels by a rich young ruler who asked him, “Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?”  
“Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No one is good—except God alone.   You know the commandments: ‘You 
shall not commit adultery, you shall not murder, you shall not steal, you shall not give false testimony, honor your father 
and mother.’ 
 
“All these I have kept since I was a boy,” he said. 
 
When Jesus heard this, he said to him, “You still lack one thing.  Sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you 
will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.”  When he heard this, he became very sad, because he was very 
wealthy.”  (Luke 18:18-23) 
 
Jesus is more than a good teacher.  He is the Holy Son of God, the one who holds the keys of death (Rev 1:18).  He is the 
resurrection and the life! (John 11:25)  This young man was sad (and went away) because he valued his treasures on 
earth more than treasures in heaven.  He wanted validation from the “good teacher” that he had lived a good life 
following the moral law to therefore inherit eternal life.  He didn’t want to give up anything.  Jesus requires that we be 
willing to give up everything to follow him, and that he becomes Lord of our lives.   
 
Thirdly, I think there is a large group of people – especially the younger, postmodern generations – who don’t think 
about Jesus at all.  He is irrelevant.  They have their I Phones, their apps, their selfies, their laptops, their netflix, their 
Instagram and twitter.  How does Jesus fit into that?  Attention spans are at an all-time low.  Many have lost the ability 
to just sit quietly and listen, to ponder, to meditate on the things of eternal value, the things they can’t see, or touch.  
Jesus said, "Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed." 
(John 20:29)  So our challenge for the younger generations – and it’s a huge daunting task – is to present Jesus as 
relevant to their busied, disconnected lives.  He’s a personal loving God who’s real and desires to be relevant in your life. 
 
Fourth, there is a segment of the world’s population who are hostile to Jesus.  They not only don’t believe but they mock 
him and mock those who believe in him.  They believe he’s a fairy tale, a made up character.   They are anti-Christ.  And 
there have always been a percentage of people who check that box.  Their mission is to disrupt, cause confusion and 
destroy.  The apostle John, in his second letter, wrote, “I say this because many deceivers, who do not acknowledge 
Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh, have gone out into the world. Any such person is the deceiver and the antichrist.” (2 
John 1:7) He goes on to warn his readers to stay the course; the deceivers are masters at mis-information, and dis-
information.  My friends, Jesus is real and will not be mocked (Gal 6:7). 
 
Finally, there are those who have had the blinders lifted from their eyes by the Holy Spirit and they see Jesus for who he 
really is – the risen King of Kings and Lord of Lords!  By his grace, this happened to me more than twenty-five years ago.  
I didn’t deserve it.  None of us do.  That’s the beauty of who he is.  While we were lost in our sin, simply because he 
loves us, Christ died for us! (Romans 5:8)  He bridged the divide.  He made a way for us to be redeemed and set free.  He 
made a way for us to live abundant lives on this earth and for all of eternity.  That is the real Jesus. 
 
Who is your Jesus?  Perhaps you see yourself in one of the first four groups.  Take heart  – Jesus is waiting for you to see 
him for who he really is, turn and follow him.  Won’t you make that decision today?  


