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Observations from the First Century 
 

Amazingly, God’s word is continuing to be showcased in prime time! 

After the phenomenal success of the The Bible, NBC debuted the highly anticipated miniseries, A.D. The Bible 

Continues, during sweeps this past spring. 

I taped it and toward the end of the summer, my wife and I finally sat down to check it out. 

We then breezed through the entire 12 week series in about two weeks, eagerly anticipating sitting down each 

night to “see what happens.” 

Funny.  

(As an aside, there really is no better way to watch shows these days, just full out blitz!)  

As I have now digested the series, let me offer some observations. 

To begin with, the production is top notch, with real intrigue and suspense.  The recreations of first century 

Palestine and the temple are exquisite.  For those of you who need visuals to put texture to the stories in the Bible, 

this will help immensely.  Even for someone like me who can think visually, it was a real treat.  

The Church is a Family 

The series highlighted – intentionally or not – that the local church (even the first church) consists of every 

different type of person.   Even so, human nature being what it is, we tend to congregate with those who look like 

us, talk like us, and smell like us!  

If we allow ourselves to fall into this pattern, we can miss out on the kind of blessings of fellowship which are 

nurtured and grown by being with people whom you might disagree with, or even quite frankly, don’t “like.” 

The church, as conceived in the mind of Christ to carry on his ministry, is truly a community – a family.  

And you don’t get to choose your family.   

Frank Viola, in his book Rethinking the Wineskin, writes this about family life, 

“The members of a healthy family take care of, spend time with, admonish, encourage, serve and look after one 

another….They greet one another with affection.  They squabble.  They reconcile.  They protect one another.  And 

they help each other in a pinch.  The early church embodied all of these norms.” 

A functioning, healthy member of the church recognizes that everyone has something to contribute and embraces 

them all – regardless if they fit into our own socio-economic quadrant. 



Holy Spirit Power 

One of the aspects of the series that affected me the most was how there was a concentrated effort to show that the 

Holy Spirit was behind not only the formation of the church, but all of the “acts” of the apostles.  Every foundational 

decision, every miracle, every healing was depicted by a rushing wind – in some cases an almost gale force wind 

(as when Peter was being shown the need to take the gospel message to the gentiles by the vision of unclean 

animals – Acts 10).  

The Holy Spirit is the driving force of whatever ministry we are called to.  It might be mission work, or prayer, or 

healing, or evangelism, or serving.  Whatever our gift, we should never step out on our own, but only when we 

believe the Holy Spirit is leading.  The Bible book we call “The Acts of the Apostles” should rightly be titled “The 

Acts of the Holy Spirit!” 

By watching this depiction of the Holy Spirit at work, I have a new hunger to see him work – through me, through 

our church, and in the world! 

The Persecuted Church 

Our first century brethren also endured harsh and sometimes deadly persecution.  The hardships were depicted 

with serious attention in this series, and because of this, I have a renewed appreciation for those who are being put 

into the winepress. 

I believe it is a biblical precept that when we are being squeezed, whether it is outright persecution, or a different 

kind of trial or tribulation, the outcome will be fruit.  Fruit in our ministry.  Fruit in the lives of others.  Fruit for the 

kingdom. 

Moreover, our lives as representatives of Christ should be a daily challenge to the unsaved world around us, as it 

was for the first century believers!  We should be so different from everything and everyone around us that our 

faith is tested on a regular basis.  

Jesus said this, “If you were of the world, the world would love its own; but because you are not of the world, but I 

chose you out of the world, because of this the world hates you. Remember the word that I said to you, 'A slave is 

not greater than his master.'  If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you….(John 15:19,20). 

This world, its ruler, and its system hates Jesus.  If you are in him, they hate you as well.  We should be prepared to 

endure hardship for his namesake.  

One of the fallacies about the Christian life is that it is easy.  It’s not easy!  In fact, it’s the complete opposite.  It is a 

constant struggle against the forces aligned against us. 

However, it should be peaceful.  Jesus promises us peace in the midst of the storms.  Our first century brethren had 

more pressure put on them than most of us will ever know, but Jesus gave them the grace to endure.  He will do the 

same for us. 

Don’t Despise  

Finally, if you are someone who typically avoids watching biblical recreations because you either believe it is 

sacrilegious or because they tend to get some “facts” wrong (or some other reason); I encourage you to rethink 

your position.  And I do so because I can lean toward being one of those people myself!   

Millions of people tuned in each Sunday night to watch this series (or binge watched it as my wife and I did), and all 

who watched heard the saving name of Jesus proclaimed loud and clear! 

The apostle Paul proffered, “But what does it matter? The important thing is that in every way, whether from false 

motives or true, Christ is preached.  And because of this I rejoice” (Philipians 1:18). 

And I rejoice that God made a way for his word and his truth to come alive through what is typically a godless 

medium. 


