
Nicaragua 
Summer 2014 

Mission Trip Journal 
 

Our youth, children, and families complete a variety 
of construction projects at Remar Orphanage. Our 

youth arrive in Nicaragua June 30, and our children 
and families arrive July 2. Both groups return home 

July 8. Read their daily journal below! 
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Day 1 
June 30, 2014 
 

We had a few travel delays yesterday, but ultimately our youth 
mission team made it here safely. Today we will begin our 
projects at Remar. Jennings has done a great deal of work getting 
things ready. We will assign teams this morning and get going. 
 
Please pray for the first few of our team members who will have 
the opportunity to share their faith and their testimony with the 
children of Remar today. We have a schedule for everyone to 
have an opportunity to share throughout the whole week.  
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Day 2 
July 1, 2014 
 

Today we began with small group devotions. We began our day by 
discussing, “What do we do after we believe?” God revealed 
something special to each of us throughout our day as we 
considered this question.   
 
We arrived at Remar this 
morning and were greeted 
by all of the kids  
for a surprise welcome 
party. We were able to 
fellowship and rekindle 
old relationships before 
we jumped right to work. 
 
We began several work projects that will take several days  
to complete: deconstruction of a fence to be used around  
the new water tower; cleaning, painting, and replacing shelves 

in the food pantr y; 
installing new fencing to 
secure belongings in a tri-
plex apartment;  and 
cleaning, painting, and 
organizing the expanded 
laundry area. Today Remar 
received a washing machine 
for the laundry area. 
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As we recapped our day, many of our team members indicated 
that their favorite part of the day was when two of our adults and 
two of our youth had the opportunity to share their own faith 
story with the entire Remar family, specifically why God has 
called them to serve in Nicaragua. This was a well-received 
addition of our efforts to serve God in this place. We have 
recognized that we are not only here to help fulfill some of the 
physical needs of these people, but we are also here to share the 
love of God through our words. 
 
We experienced a full day 
of  work,  fun,  and 
fellowship, complete with 
games of “Duck, Duck, 
Goose” and rival “World 
Cup Soccer Matches” 
between our youth and 
the children of Remar! 
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We look forward to  
the arrival of our 
family mission team 
tomorrow evening and 
experiencing God 
more fully throughout 
the rest of this week. 
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Day 3 
July 2, 2014 
 

Today our team continued to explore our devotion theme this morning: 
“What do I do after I believe?” We’ve been discussing this week our 
individual character. Today this idea was incorporated into our daily 
sharing time at Remar with all of the children. Four of our youth did an 
excellent job sharing a bit of their own faith journey, including why they 
are here in Nicaragua. 
 
We have neared the finish line on several major projects this week 
already. The shelves in the food pantry are built, and the food will be 
organized tomorrow in a cleaner and more sanitary food storage 
area. The water tower project, which was contracted to local workers, is 
taking a great deal of labor to complete. Our team completed the removal 
of a security fence around the tower. 
 
As we shift from one project to the next, our youth have enjoyed plenty 
of opportunities to be with the children. We have played board games, 
made crafts, read books together, and played games of soccer. Some of 
the girls even had a finger nail painting party! This group definitely likes 
to work, but they are really good at playing with the kiddos too! We are 
grateful to Juan Carlos and the staff of Remar for rescheduling summer 
vacation from school so we could spend more quality time with the kids. 
 
We have a surprise project in the works here that will leave an even 
longer lasting impression than many of the projects we have completed 
so far this week. We’ll share some ideas about this tomorrow. 
 
As our evening was winding down, just following our devotion time, our 
group was spending some quality bonding time together, just roaming 
around the campus of our hotel – when all of the sudden this wonderful-
looking group of people from FAB came strolling in wearing matching  
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T-shirts! We were thrilled to receive the FAB family mission team this 
evening. 
 
We are all settled in for a good night’s rest so we can continue serving 
God and the people of Remar in Nicaragua tomorrow.  
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Day 4 
July 3, 2014 
 

Today, the youth and family mission team gathered together for 
breakfast and morning devotional times. It was so great to have 
us all together! After loading the buses and counting numerous 
times to the number 49, we finally headed to Remar to meet our 
friends.  
 
It was amazing to see that God had already gone before us in 
many ways to prepare the way we would serve today. For 
example, Pam has an incredible gift of sewing. Jack had made a 
loom that could be used to make rugs and curtains. A woman at 
Remar noticed what Pam and others were doing to prepare the 
loom and explained that she had two sewing machines that were 
not working. Pam said she thought she could help, and before 
the end of the day both sewing machines were as good as new! 
 
This afternoon, Remar invited the community to come and visit. 
During the morning hours, many people packaged 350 gallon-
sized bags of beans and rice. Juan Carlos was expecting 70 people 
to make their way to the party. There was a mix-up on time, and 
our party that we thought would begin at 1 p.m. did not start 
until 3 p.m. Around 1:30, a heavy storm hit and dust was moving 
so fast that it was even hard to see at times. We were so thankful 
that God wanted the party to start at 3 p.m. instead of at 1 p.m.! 
When the crowds  started coming in, we saw that the 70 people 
we prepared for had turned into well over 150 people! We had 
crafts, we shared the story of Daniel and the lion’s den, three 
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families shared their testimonies, the children enjoyed snacks, 
and everyone left with beans and rice. It was a great time! 
 
Throughout the day, we did lots of painting, bagging, and playing 
(soccer, baseball, playground, etc.). We are finding that truly what 
is more important than are the moments in which we share time 
together. We have an opportunity to share our lives together. 
 
Tomorrow, we will celebrate our country’s Independence Day by 
viewing some of the most incredible places in this country. We 
are all looking forward to seeing some more of this beautiful 
country.  
 
Thank you for your continued prayers.  
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Day 5 
July 4, 2014 
 

Happy Independence 
Day!  Today our team 
took a holiday to travel 
around the country of 
Nicaragua to celebrate 
the 4th of July.  We took 
our tour bus up to the 
volcano in Masaya, 
where a few of the kids (Ryan and Kyle included) were able to 
ride on horseback up to the rim of the crater to look out over the 
volcanic landscape. 

The next stop on our tour was the Masaya Market.  We shopped 
for souvenirs to bring back to family and friends.  Several youth 
have never traveled outside the U.S., and several others have 
never traveled to Nicaragua. 
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After our trip to the market, we rode up to Catarina to the 
overlook into the volcanic crater, now holding a lake of water, 
which makes for a windy and beautiful photo spot.   
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Next we dined in the city of Granada at a local restaurant, Los 
Colinas.  This was an interesting experience, thanks to several 
members of our team who ordered a fish dinner.  I will spare you 
the description of the fish; however, I will say that each fish was 
grinning ear to ear while staring us down with every bite! 
 

Our next stop took us to 
a local dock in Granada 
where we climbed 
aboard several boats for 
a relaxing tour of Lake 
Nicaragua.  We learned 
from our tour guide that 

a new international economic development project in the works 
will create a new shipping canal through the entire country 
connecting the Caribbean to the Pacific, making way for the 
largest container ships ever created.  Many of our team members 
were excited by this news because of the positive impact on jobs 
and the economy in our beloved country over the next decade. 

 
Our final stop of the tour was the city center of Granada, 
Nicaragua.  We were able to walk around the area to see local 
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landmarks, historical points of interest, and even learn important 
history lessons about a convent-turned-museum.  We were all 
very impressed by the beauty we saw and experienced today 
traveling the Nicaragua landscape. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Page 16 



Upon arrival to our hotel we were greeted with a delicious dinner 
and a fireworks celebration! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All in all, today was a great blessing of quality time for our 
team.  During our devotion this evening, a few of our adult 
members helped make a distinct connection for our young 
people about Nicaragua and the U.S.  Nicaragua’s history is 
littered with religious and political conflict, leading up to a period 
of independence.  In the U.S. we experience a great religious 
freedom that allows us to freely share the gospel message with 
everyone. We learned that we should always be willing to share 
Christ in order to advance His Kingdom on the earth. 
 

Tomorrow we will be working hard again at 
Remar.  Our goals for the day include finishing 
several work projects, sharing three team 
members’ testimonies, and leading a bike parade. 
Please be praying that God will move in our 
hearts to fulfill the calling He has for us this week.  
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Day 6 
July 5, 2014 
 

Saturday was a busy work and play day at Remar. 
 
Our day started quickly as we popped open a dozen cans of paint 
to coat each of the buried tires on the playground and get started 
on our secret project we mentioned earlier in the week. 
 
The secret project was a request from the leaders of Remar who 
wanted a mural painted near the soccer complex which would 
provide an image of the connection of our relationship between 
FAB and Remar.  We had some artistic team members with very 
steady hands who labored hard to get us started with our secret 
mural project. 
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Right before we were graciously served an excellent Nicaraguan 
lunch, paella, by the staff at Remar, we had the opportunity to pass 
out the cards and photos from each child’s sponsor.  Two of our 
families and one of our youth had the chance to share their story of 
faith and how God called them to Nicaragua.  The children were 
very pleased with the gifts from their sponsors! 
 
In the afternoon we held a bike parade and race for all of the 
kids.  Earlier in the morning we had a team clean and repair over 20 
bicycles, some of which we purchased this week.  Each child paired 
up with one of the youth to decorate a bike to ride up and down 
the road of Remar.  This was a really fun idea for our team and the 
children. 
 
There are so many people here with innovative ideas this week. 
God truly has called these folks here for a purpose.  Some new 
ideas for projects we have completed include hanging hooks for 
brooms on each pole of the soccer complex, replacing wooden 
seats for the swing sets, making and installing new window screens 
in one of the dormitories, and even teaching the people of Remar 
how to make rugs with a homemade loom brought to Nicaragua. 
 

On the way home today, we 
drove by Remar’s senior adult 
home.  Thanks  to funds raised 
by our team and FAB’s Ministry 
Action Budget, a brand new 
roof is being constructed this 
week by local workers.  Once 

the roof is completed, plenty of additional work will be needed 
inside the building to help accommodate as many as 22 residents in 
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the near future.  This project is being fully funded on faith and will 
fulfill so many needs of the individuals served by Remar. 
 
The team is working very well together this week.  Our devotions 
and conversations together are really giving great space for the 
Holy Spirit to work in each of us this week.   
 
Tomorrow we’ll be going to the Remar church for worship in the 
morning.  We are excited for two of our team members and one of 
our families to share their testimony in worship. 
 
We would like to thank each of you for following our journals! 
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Day 7 
July 6, 2014 
 

What a day of worship 
we experienced! Today, 
after devotion time, we 
loaded up to experience 
worship with our friends 
and family at the Remar 
church. The Holy Spirit 
was certainly present. 
We clapped our hands, danced, and even were able to sing 
“Revelation Song” in English and Spanish. We all felt as if we 
were experiencing the Kingdom of God here on earth. Members 
of our church family shared their testimonies. It was an amazing 
experience to witness how our lives were blended so beautifully 
together through worship. Juan Carlos shared an incredible 

sermon about the difference 
between being hot and cold 
and how truly our faith cannot 
be lukewarm. We also had the 
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s h a r e 
communion with one another. 
What a day to worship! 
 

After worship we took our friends for pizza and to the 
Nicaraguan zoo. It was a wonderful day shared through hand-
holding, laughs, smiles, and most importantly the love that 
Christ has poured into the experience of spending time together.  
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Tonight, Dean shared with the team how hearts work. He 
explained how beautifully the body was created by God and 
expanded on the fact that truly as Christ’s disciples we need to 
follow our heart and seek where He is leading us. He also helped 
to prepare us that tomorrow our hearts truly would hurt as we 
spend our final day with the children at Remar. We have accepted 
that our hearts will break. However, we have agreed that we will 
not say goodbye to them. We will simply say we will see them 
again, for our hope is that through this life or the next we will be 
a part of God’s Kingdom praising His name together once again.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Day 8 
July 7, 2014 
 

Today was our final day to work, play, and share God’s love with 
the people of Nicaragua. Our day began with a devotion, which 
asked us to consider what might be different about ourselves 
compared to the week prior to our trip. We have each 
experienced God this week, and as a result we are all feeling a bit 
different than we did last week. 
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We were able to 
c o m p l e t e  s e v e r a l 
p r o j e c t s  t h i s 
morning. Our secret 
project  mentioned 
earlier in the week is 
now complete also. The 

mural that our team created serves as a visual representation of 
the relationship between FAB and Remar. The connection 
between us was demonstrated by placing full-color hand prints 
across the mural by each team member and child of Remar, 
reminding us to “love one another” ( John 13:34-35). Our idea is 
that future team members will paint their own hand prints on 
the wall as our relationship continues to grow, thus adding to the 
120+ handprints already on the wall as a symbol of our love for 
one another. 

In the afternoon we headed back to our hotel to prepare for a 
fiesta in the evening. Juan Carlos, his staff, and the children really 
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outdid themselves with the party they threw for us, with the 
music, the skits, the food, the certificates of recognition, and the 
donuts!  This was quite the shindig they planned! 

 
This particular youth and family mission team was composed of 
individuals who are hardworking, dedicated to completion, 
loving, caring, honest, open, faithful, and obedient. Many of our 
veterans have described this as one of their most spiritual 
mission trip experiences in their history at FAB. We have no 
doubt that our goal to intentionally share the gospel this week 
was exactly what God wanted us to do. 
 
Typically we would want to list all the many projects that were 
completed at Remar this week to signify that we did a “good 
job,” but we don’t want a pat on the back – not from each other 
and certainly not from our church family. What we want every 
person following our trip and our progress to know is that our 
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hearts are full. The Spirit of God has made us full as we reached 
the conclusion of our mission. Thank you for your support of 
our individual callings to serve Christ in Nicaragua. 
 
Always remember: It’s never goodbye, instead it’s “Hasta 
Luego!” Until we meet again on earth or in heaven. Amen. 
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