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Nicaragua
December 2013
Mission Trip Journal
Members of Fifth Avenue Baptist Church travel
to Nicaragua in December to share Christmas with
the children of Remar Orphanage and adults at a
nearby nursing home.
Read their daily journal below!
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Day 1

December 7, 2013

We have arrived in Managua!

We arrived at Remar Orphanage around 9 a.m. Team members
worked on activities with the children, while others walked the
grounds to see the children’s home for the first time.

Page 3

The Remar children welcomed Matt with big smiles!

We arrived at Huembes Market around noon and went Christmas shopping with the older
girls. It was a great experience for us and the girls. These girls know what they want.
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We enjoyed spiritual time together as a team at Hotel Contempo. The
conversation and prayer centered around “hope.” There is a lot of that
being experienced here! The team is opening up, and God is working
in His way.

Day 2

December 8, 2013
We attend the Remar church in Managua, where there was a lot of singing
and dancing and prayers. The message was delivered by a visiting Remar
minister from Mexico. His message covered unity and peace, the charge
given to the disciples concerning delivering Christ’s message to the
Gentiles. FAB was given a framed Certificate of Appreciation for our
contributions to the construction of the Ruth Home for Girls.
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Day 2

December 8, 2013
We attend the Remar church in Managua,
where there was a lot of singing and
dancing and prayers. The message was
delivered by a visiting Remar minister from
Mexico. His message covered unity and
peace, the charge given to the disciples
concerning delivering Christ’s message to
the Gentiles. FAB was given a framed Certificate of Appreciation for our
contributions to the construction of the
Ruth Home for Girls.

After church we went
to Pizza Hut with the
Remar children and
enjoyed pizza, cheese
sticks, and ice cream.
We headed back to
Remar after lunch to
take photos of the
children for their
sponsors, play soccer,
and make crafts.
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When we got back to
Contempo, we had
dinner and a devotion
and began bagging beans
and rice for the trip
tomorrow to Leo Escuela
La Pancorva, an elementary school. Tonight’s
devotion was about
peace. the team shared
their experiences with
peace today and shared what peace means to them. The team bagged 80
five-pound bags of rice and 80 five-pound bags of beans.
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Peace is experienced by one as a sunlit morning at 6:35, quiet and peaceful
with the excitement of the coming day, and knowing this is where they are
meant to be. Peace is experienced by two when small children want them
to hold them. To the mother of a Nicaraguan son, peace is listening to him
share how important it was to know the FAB teams would always return,
while other teams only came once to never return, and knowing she has
made the right decision. Peace is an experienced team leader observing
how God is working in each person in His own way and time. Peace is the
excitement of team members making lists of things that they need to
accomplish for the children. This team is experiencing God’s PEACE.
Amen.

Day 3

December 9, 2013
Today is Monday. The focus
today is “joy.” After breakfast, we traveled to Leon to
visit the school there and
hand out a bag of beans, bag
of rice, and personal care kit
to each of the children.
After introductions, the team
handed out the beans and
rice, personal care kits, and
peppermint candy. The school children sang to us and thanked us for the
gifts. Our team sang to the children “Jesus Loves Me,” “We Wish You a Merry Christmas,” and “Feliz Navidad” (three times - with no prior practice!).
Juan Carlos said we were just missing Santa Claus!
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We then went to
Leon to visit the
city and have
pizza with the
Leon boys.
After great pizza
and a short visit
to the city, we
drove the Leon
farm operated
by Remar. The team organized pictures for the boys’ sponsors and handed
out Christmas cards and shampoo. The team visited with the boys.
The devotion tonight was about
“joy.” One felt joy while handing
out gifts to the children. One felt
joy spending time at the Leon farm
with the boys. One felt joy observing the Leon boys receive their gifts
and make Christmas cards for their
sponsors. One felt joy just helping
the Nicaraguans any way he could.
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Day 4

December 10, 2013
The devotional focus today is “love.”
Our day began with meeting the
Remar boys at Huembes Market to
take them Christmas shopping. We
split into five groups and shopped
for shoes for school, shirts for school
and church, personal items, and a
backpack. We finished with smiles,
hugs, a cold drink, and a snack.
Next was lunch and a visit to the
Remar Retirement Home and
Rehabilitation Facility.
We
picked up Juan Carlos on the
way to the home, and he
explains the men’s situation to
us. We walked from the bus to
the facility with the men
anxiously awaiting our arrival,
sitting at picnic tables in chairs
and wheelchairs. We greeted them by explaining that we are the Christian
missionaries representing Fifth Avenue Baptist Church and that we are
there to share our faith and belief in Jesus Christ. Juan Carlos showed us
the living area and further explained Remar’s management of the
facility. The team walked and talked with the men and even prayed for one.
One man cuts everyone’s hair at the facility as part of his rehabilitation and
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his love for others. The retired men warmed up to the team; they shook
our hands and chatted with us. We left personal care kits and some
gifts. The team truly showed Christian love.

After our visit, we were
off to the fiesta! When
we arrived, the Remar
children were so excited
to greet us that they ran
to the bus. As the
program began, the
children perform skits
and dances, and one
young man played the
recorder. The entertainment included a “team
version” and a video of
“Feliz Navidad.” Remar
distributed certificates of gratitude and thanked Fifth Avenue Baptist
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Church for its continued
support. The team handed out
Christmas cards to the staff and
gifts to the children. Juan Carlos
and the Remar staff served the team
and children a delicious chicken
dinner. There were lots of hugs,
and we enjoyed a final night of just
spending time together. These
children look forward to December
every year. The Remar staff and
children extend to FAB their love
and wishes for a Merry Christmas.
At the team’s devotion on our final night, we discussed what experiences
we had that involved “love” today. The team believed everything we experienced on this day reflected love, and it was an experience sent from God.

