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Mississippi
July 2015
Mission Trip Journal
During our adult mission trip to Mississippi, we
completed a variety of construction projects for our
brother and sister in Christ, Debbie & Randy May.
Read our daily journal below!
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Day 1

July 25, 2015
Prior to leaving at 8:30 a.m., Rev. Jana Stoner led the group in
prayer, asking for the safety of our group and that each of us
be led to the reason we were called to serve on this trip. We
held hands as her prayer was offered on this bright, beautiful
summer morning.
As we loaded the bus and Todd’s truck, we remembered the
email each of us received concerning the book to read in
preparation for the trip: “The [Externally Focused] Quest.”
We are looking forward to the week and seeing how the Lord
guides us each to serve in our own way. Please pray for us
and keep us in your thoughts as we work this week helping
our brother and sister in Christ.
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We arrived in Jackson Mississippi at 10:30 p.m., and Susan
met us at the hotel with our snacks, lunches and water for the
upcoming week. We will gather for breakfast tomorrow at
7 a.m.
Blessings,
Mississippi Mission Team

Day 2

July 26, 2015

After breakfast, a morning prayer, and a
short drive past a series of farms with
morning in the air, we arrived to meet
Debra and Randy May standing in front
of their home – Debra with a smile and
open arms, and Randy with a warm
smile and a firm handshake. We made
introductions and discussed projects
while the Mays showed us their home.
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Susan and Bret left to buy paint while
other members started removing storage
items from the future bedroom, bathroom,
and closet. We began to make an inventory
and review the electrical work.
We assembled for lunch at 12 p.m. on this sunny day, with
temperatures near 98 degrees. After Susan and Bret returned
with paint, it was time to begin the sun room
primer. Throughout the day, our team members took time to get
to know the Mays, listening to their stories and enjoying the time
to talk.

The afternoon passed by quickly with the painting and rough-in
work – a remarkable amount accomplished on the first day.
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After work, we enjoyed a restful walk by a pond to feed the fish
and turtles, then we returned to the hotel to freshen up for
dinner with Debra and Randy at a local restaurant.

Phil led our evening devotion, sharing his first experience with
Randy – Randy took the team to an old oak and explained that
the trip was not only about the work
but also about the dashes and dots as
we move along. Susan shared that
each member was called for a
purpose. We shared our experiences
from the day, and first-time team
members shared that the best way to
truly get to know other church
members is through mission work.
We discussed how important it is to
be flexible and willing to serve.
Randy & Debra May in front of their home
Blessings,
2015 Mississippi Mission Team

Page 6

Day 3

July 27, 2015
After breakfast, our team members went to Randy’s to start the
siding, painting, and exterior siding. Mornings are cool, and the
sun is behind the house. We completed the primer coat in the
stairwell, started the first coat of paint in the sun room, installed
insulation in the new bathroom and in the ceiling of the new
bedroom, completed the siding on one end of the house, and
installed furring strips on the front of the house in preparation
for tomorrow’s siding installation. The electrical rough-in work
has been completed in the new closet and bathroom.
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As the groups work each
day, we are visited by
the dogs, Scout and
Max. As they make their
rounds, they either want
a snack or a little love.
Deb and Randy check in
often to see if we need
water or just to talk.

This evening, we shared a cookout with Deb and Randy around
7:30 p.m. Randy grilled hot dogs and cheeseburgers, and even the
neighbor’s dog Hub Cap came over to get a meal.
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This evening’s devotion was led by Steve. He talked of how he had
stayed in contact with Randy over the years. Randy showed a
sketch of an old tree made up entirely of dots. As teams came to
the Mississippi coast, they represented the dots. All of those dots
are what shaped that tree. Steve gave Debra a daily devotion book,
sharing that today ’s
devotion had a special
message for her. Susan
explained FAB’s Prayer
Shawl Ministry to Debra
and Randy and shared that
our children prayed over a
prayer shawl for them last
Sunday. The evening was a
very moving experience for
our team.
Tomorrow, we’ll install siding on the front of the house.
Blessings,
Mississippi Mission Team

Day 4

July 28, 2015
The painting of the interior is complete in the sun
room and living area, and painting will continue up
the stairwell tomorrow. The insulation and
electrical work are near completion in the new
bedroom, bathroom, and closet. The front exterior
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of the home is prepared for siding tomorrow. All the windows
have been trimmed and ready for siding.
With temperatures in the upper 90s, we are watching the weather.
Our team members are moving from the front of the house to the
inside in the afternoons.
Bret led our devotion this evening with a discussion of our
assigned reading, “The Quest.” We talked about church missions
and outreach and talked about where we would like FAB to be in
five years in those areas. We ended with this: our job is to love
people and help people.
Blessings,
Mississippi Mission Team
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Day 5

July 29, 2015
We were on the road to Deb and
Randy’s at 7 a.m. this morning to start
the siding installation in the shade.
When we turned onto their driveway,
we were met by their horses. Once we
arrived at the house, we were greeted
by three of their dogs, Max, Dixie, and Scout. We knew today
would be a good day.
The team started their jobs,
laughing and talking with
Deb and Randy as they
worked. By the end of the
day, we had completed the
painting in the living room
and begun work on the trim.
The stairwell received its
primer and first coat, and the
rest of the painting should
be complete by tomorrow.
In the new bedroom, bathroom, and closet,
we’re nearing completion on insulation
work, framing, and drywall preparation
projects. The electrical work has been
roughed in, with devices installed, circuits
activated, and a new receptacle and
overhead lights installed on the rear deck.
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The exterior siding is moving along,
although staying out of the sun and
avoiding the heat is a challenge. The trim
work on the front of the house is nearly
complete.
The evening devotion was led by Kyle, who talked about
leading youth to prioritize God in their lives. The subject
moved to parents and how important they are in their
children’s Christian guidance. We talked about how, as adults, it
is our responsibility to set an example for our youth. We agreed
that youth leaders at FAB do a great job guiding the youth and
being their example. We shared how difficult it can be to
prioritize God and worship in our own lives. It is something
that requires dedication daily.
Blessings,
2015 Mississippi Mission Team
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LEFT: Team members
enjoyed some leisure
time with the Mays’
horses.
RIGHT: During our
work day, Randy and
Deb were visited by
Heather, a teacher
from Illinois, who
spent a summer
working out of the
Randy’s Rangers camp
in Pass Christian,
Mississippi, following
Hurricane Katrina.

Day 6

July 30, 2015
Today our thoughts are not of going home but of what we each need
to do today to serve God’s purpose. We want to leave knowing His
purpose has been served.
As usual, Randy was up for hours preparing for our work day. Tools
were in place, material was prepared, and lists were made. The dogs
ran out to greet us when we arrived.
All of the insulation and electrical work is now complete. Lights,
ceiling fans, and devices are installed and working. We have
completed the painting and installed the baseboards. Every room has
been surveyed and trimmed.
This area of Mississippi has been under a heat advisory, and the
thermometer on Randy’s grill has read between 130 and 200 degrees
– but we wanted to complete the exterior siding. So, we rotated
positions and drank plenty of fluids. This afternoon, clouds rolled in,
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it thundered, the breeze picked up, and a cool, gentle rain came – a
blessing.
We shared stories around a large glass table in the sun room at lunch,
laughing with each other. As our work day ended, we organized and
put away tools and prepared for a final prayer with our hosts. Phil led
us in prayer for Debra and Randy as each of us stepped up and laid
our hands on them. We prayed for strength and for them to know
they are loved and cared for. We prayed for God’s spirit to be placed
on them: “For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of

God, which is in you though the laying on of my hands. For the spirit
God gave us does not make us timid, but gives us power, love and
self-discipline.” -2 Timothy 1:6-7

Our evening devotion was led by Marcia, who led us in a discussion
about a time and season for all things. We each asked ourselves the
question, “What have we asked for and received or not received, and
what do we think about that?” The consensus was that God has led
each of us to be who we are and to be where we are right now.
Blessings,
Mississippi Mission Team

Page 14

Page 15

