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Youth Mission
Trip to
Smithsburg, Md.
June 2013
Mission Trip Journal
Our youth traveled to Maryland June 16-22
to complete a variety of construction projects
with youth groups from all over the country.
Read their daily journal below!
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Day 1

June 16, 2013

The best way to describe today is simply...lots of traveling, lots of
praise and worship, and tons of policy review! If there were a
theme for a new T-shirt it would be, “Don’t break the rules.”
We are all well. Beds are made, and we are ready to sleep. The
schedule is great, and I think we’ll have lots of fun this week.
The actual theme for this week is “What do you stand for?” The
youth group devotions and site devotions are all based on that
theme.

Adult leaders make plans for tomorrow’s job sites.
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Day 2

June 17, 2013

We are enjoying the setup for
this camp. It has given the kids
each an opportunity to perform
distinct job tasks. Within their
preassigned teams, they have
designated each other with
various leadership roles. There
is a tool manager, a “break maker,” a site leader, devotion leader,
etc. Personally it has been cool to see which student has
accepted each of these roles; it’s not always who you would
think. I’ve seen God working in a very intentional way, even
though it may seem random to each of us.
Our theme for today, under the weekly theme, is “What do you
want me to do for you?” We’ve been challenged to greet our
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residents and simply ask, “What do you want
me to do for you?” It’s been interesting to
see how this theme has manifested
itself. Many of our teams were able to share
their devotional time with the residents at
their work site. From my perspective this is a
welcome change executed with great
intentions. I’m thrilled to see how the
groups are owning that devotional time and how each student
leads the others by asking questions and getting the whole group
involved.
So far we have had plenty of
laughs and only a few minor
paint spills. However, that
does mean a few people have
newly painted white shoes.
Don’t worry, we were able to
get some on the walls too!
In our evening program tonight we were challenged to consider
the Biblical story of Bartimaeus, the blind man in Mark 10. Jesus
asked him, “What can I do
for you?” As a youth group
we were given time later to
discuss this passage. Our
students were totally receptive to this story and the
idea that Jesus asks us what
he can do for us, without
requiring anything in return.
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During the final part of our devotion time together, we shared
creatively. We were asked to take a paper clip and form it into a
shape or a letter that represented an area of our faith life that we
needed to work on. Again, the responses we heard as we went
around the circle were not “Sunday School” answers. These kids
are already thinking deep, and it’s only the first work day!
We also shared some “God Sightings” with each other, and it’s
clear to all of us so far that God is working out all of our
details. A few work sites had to overcome some obstacles, but
they had to rely on God’s presence and timing first. Obedience
and dependence have become paramount to each team’s ability
to complete the tasks they’ve been assigned.
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Day 3

June 18, 2013

Our theme question for today was
“Why are you afraid?” In our large
group programs we considered
the passage in Mark 4 where the
disciples are traveling on a boat
with Jesus during a violent
storm. Showing their fear, they
woke Jesus to alert him of their
concerns, to which he responded,
“Why are you afraid?”
As we considered this question today, we shared our personal
thoughts and some of our deeply rooted fears in our lunch time
devotions and evening youth group time. Every one of the
students has been open in times of sharing.
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A few of our crews were interviewed
by a local newspaper today. The
reporter was very interested in one
site in particular. In fact, so was one
of the head directors of our work
camp. He approached me (Ryan) to
share his feelings about our
group. As he searched for the right
words to use he began to explain that
he was thrilled to see the purity of
our motivation. He shared that some
of the other work sites were moving
pretty slowly today due to challenges
they were facing. So he was both
relieved and joyful when he came to
visit one of our crews to find the
group working with such heart. His
words were very affirming because
that morning we had specifically
asked God for strength and energy to
work through the day.
As the work day concluded
we had the opportunity to
share with each other our
fears that we had been
contemplating throughout
the day. Even through those
feelings, it is evident that God’s Spirit is moving through this
group on and off the worksite. He is moving in each person to
form some incredible relationships.
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Thanks for checking in on us this week. We are excited for some
relaxation time tomorrow as we explore the eastern panhandle of
West Virginia in Harpers Ferry.

Day 4

June 19, 2013

Today was a half-day of work. We started
our morning in worship with the question,
“Why do you doubt?” We discussed Jesus’
appearance to his disciples on the road to
Emmaus, and in our devotions we
explored different doubts we have and
how those doubts can be a driving force
for us to dig deeper into our faith. We
talked about ways not to get bogged down
in our doubts but instead to grow through them. After some
painting and other projects, we changed clothes and traveled to
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Harpers Ferry.
In one day, we
traveled through four states, hiked the
Appalachian Trail, studied some West
Virginia history at John Brown’s Fort,
and had an authentic pizzeria dinner
together as a group. We also floated
down the Shenandoah River in inner
tubes and had some fun nature sightings. We saw some fawns, a snake
floating in the river, and a bald eagle.
As we were floating in our inner tubes,
we came around a curve and could hear a helicopter. For several
minutes, a helicopter flew along the river above us! It was a fun
day, and we were thankful to be able to relax and enjoy ourselves.
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Day 5

June 20, 2013

Our day began differently than normal. Ryan asked for all of the
adults to meet before breakfast. He had received a phone call
and told us of his plan to return home for the birth of his third
child! He had delegated all of his duties to the adults, and I
(Susan) received the assignment to write the mission trip journal
for the next two days. So, I will do my best to relay to you the
happenings of our day. We also lost another member of our team
at the end of our work day, as Kyle had to leave us to join his
family at a reunion.
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Ryan proceeded to tell the youth of his plans. We had a group
prayer and asked for safety for Ryan as he traveled home and for
Jana as she continued through labor. We then all headed into our
morning worship program. The question for today was, “Do you
want to get well?” The worship leader read Job 42:10: “When Job
prayed for his friends...” He asked us to take a minute to pray for
a friend who was struggling, without saying any names. We then
headed out to another full work day at our various sites.
The crew led by Bret and Kay
continued to paint the outside
of the parsonage of a local
congregation. They decided to
do some landscaping for the
house to brighten up the
property. They weeded, planted
new shrubs and flowers, and
mulched the front flower
beds. A pigeon friend they had
met earlier in the week, Abe,
returned today. His leg band
indicated he was a carrier
pigeon, and his owner will be coming from Carlisle, PA, to
retrieve him. He will be missed, as he created many smiles on
their job site. Jennifer’s crew continued to paint the interior of
the same parsonage. They painted the kitchen, bathroom,
hallway, and dining room today. What a productive day! The
crew led by Stephanie and Tom finished painting the barn. This
was a huge undertaking, and they were all so excited to have it
finished. They then began painting a carport ceiling and
retaining wall. The crew led by Donna and me (Susan) continued
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to paint the front porch. The fresh coat
of paint has made a huge difference. We
still have one more coat to put onto the
floor, and then the porch will be finished. We also continued to scrape and
paint the windows around the outside of
the house. There are several that are a
little high for us to reach, but we will try
to paint everything else. We can do it!
Our evening worship was based on John 5:3-9, the story of Jesus
at the pool in Bethesda and the healing of the disabled man. We
were given a brightly colored
band aid as we entered the
room and were asked to place
it on the back of our hand to
represent the wounds in our
life that need healing. Then
we were asked, if we were
willing, to take the band aids
off and place them on the
wooden cross at the front of
the room to represent Jesus’
healing power. During our
group evening devotion,
which Caleb led in Ryan’s
absence, several noticed how it physically hurt to take the band
aid off to place it on the cross. WOW! What a God moment!
We finally received the good news that Ryan safely made it home
for the delivery of Christopher “Topher” Wesley! We are were all
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so excited to finally hear that he had arrived healthy at
6 lbs. 2 oz. and 18 inches long. What an answer to prayer and
everyone’s God Sighting for the day! Congratulations to Ryan,
Jana, Kathleen, and Carolyn!!!
We look forward to our final day of work.

Day 6

June 21, 2013
Our day started with a little less excitement—no new babies today! We woke up knowing that this was our last full day of work,
and even though we are weary, we were all excited to finish our
jobs! After breakfast, we headed into our morning program. The
question for the day was, “Do you see
anything?” Our journey for today was
to look ahead. We were to think
about seeing the things God can do
through us when we get home. We
were asked to bow our heads and just
listen for God’s voice as to what we
could do at home to continue serving
Him. After the worship program, we
headed out to our sites.
Bret and Kay’s crew completed their job for the week! What an
accomplishment! They painted 24 windows, two doors, and the
fascia boards and soffits of a local parsonage. They also
landscaped the front of the house and mulched. Jennifer’s crew
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completed their jobs for the week, as
well! They painted eight rooms inside the
parsonage and cleaned the entire house.
They were so thrilled to give the new
minister of this church and his family such a
nice place to make their new home.
Stephanie and Tom’s crew completed their
job list too! They painted a huge barn on
the outside, painted a retaining wall and set of steps, and painted
a carport ceiling. They even had time
to visit with the resident. How nice
that they were able to spend time
with her. What a memory they will
take home! Donna and Susan’s team
almost completed their job list. They
replaced floor boards on the front
porch and then scraped and painted
the entire porch. They also scraped
and painted 18 windows, two doors,
and a soffit on the back door.
George, our crew chief, told us today
that follow-up crews from the area churches will put crews
together to finish up the jobs.
We all have worked hard for the
residents of this community so they
might see Christ’s love through our
service. We have all enjoyed meeting
the local volunteers who provided
snacks for us each day. They were all
so excited that we were here to work
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and just gave us all so much encouragement each day. Some of
them even joined us for the program each evening.
We ended our day with the
final evening program. We
were to invite the residents
that we were working for to
attend. Some were able to
come. It was nice for all of us
to be able to meet them.
There were many thank-yous all around to the many area
volunteers; our host church, Ringgold Church of Christ; the
Group staff; and all the camp workers. Sara went up to give our
group’s God Sighting—Ryan’s safe travels home for the birth of
Topher. Holly took part in the evening program as well. She read
Mark 8:22-26 to the entire group. It’s the story of Jesus healing
the blind man. This event was a true miracle. We have taken the
first step to letting Jesus lead us; now we have to take the next
step when we get home. What are we
going to do differently? During our
group devotions, Nick said his God
Sighting was how well the senior high
and the middle school kids got
along. The entire group decided that
this is what they were going to take
home with them. They wanted to
continue to be a youth group with no
divisions!
This has been such a wonderful experience, but all good things
must come to an end. We will head home in the morning, back
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to our regular lives. We all pray that God will continue to use us
for His glory at home. Thank you so much, FAB, for allowing us
to experience this wonderful mission. God is so good!

