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Pastor’s
Musings
Missional Alignment
Results of our Readiness 360 survey reveal that a critical capacity for multiplying thriving
ministries and starting new ones
that we need to work on is Missional Alignment.
The R360 report states, “Highly fruitful churches consistently prioritize the investment of their
resources (time, talent, treasure) according to their biblical vision and mission. Plans and major initiatives
must stem clearly from biblical mandates and a quest for fruitfulness, in
sync with a church’s distinctive callings that have unfolded across the years. There is a willingness to let
go of strategies that aren’t bearing as much fruit. The more churches do this the better they are aligned.”
The R360 report goes on to suggest that “now is a time for serious conversation about St.
Andrew’s priorities.”
Of late, and certainly after returning from last month’s The Orange Tour event in Irvine, the phrase
PREPARING THE NEXT GENERATION has preoccupied me. During some quiet moments on the morning
of Sept. 29, these words of the Lord Jesus came to mind:
“Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God
belongs.” (Mark 10:14 NRSV)
Jim Collins and Jerry Porras remind us that, “contrary to popular wisdom, the proper first response
to a changing world is not to ask, ‘How should we change?’” They offer a better first question:
What do we stand for and why do we exist? This should never change. And then feel free to change
everything else.
The mission of the Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. Local
churches provide the most significant arena through which disciple-making occurs. We take our cue from
the Lord Jesus’ commission found in Matthew 28:19-20—“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey
everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”
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In an adult world represented by Jesus’ disciples, children are often an afterthought. In first century
Palestine, everyone had his or her proper place in society. An adult meeting wasn’t one such place for
children. The fact that Jesus rejected his disciples’ desire to shoo the children away is a clear signal to the
Church of where its priorities ought to lie—connecting with, growing, and serving the children in our midst
and PREPARING THE NEXT GENERATION of Jesus followers! Failure to do so will ensure our fate along
with other mainline churches who will most probably close their doors in 10-20 years.
In PREPARING THE NEXT GENERATION, we ought to be asking questions like:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

In partnering with the home, what can SABTS do to make parents win at home?
How can we do a better job investing in the life of a child?
Who do we want the child to become by age 18?
Are we funding what we want to fuel? (The church budget and the way the church is staffed
reveal what SABTS truly values.)
Are our best staff and best $$$ behind PREPARING THE NEXT GENERATION?
Can we be clear that advancing the mission of the Church to make disciples of Jesus Christ is
more important than following correct procedure?
Can we agree that missional alignment is not a top-down decision but a congregational one?

“Now is a time for serious conversation about St. Andrew’s priorities.”
Carey Nieuwhof is lead pastor of Connexus Community Church in Toronto, Canada. Nieuwhof
was one of the featured speakers at The Orange Tour. In his book The High Impact Leader Nieuwhof
makes the case that churches that “ask more, get more.”
WHAT IF what we do as a congregation could matter more if we remember that we’re about
PREPARING THE NEXT GENERATION of Jesus followers?
WHAT IF success is less about who comes this Sunday and more about what happens in the lives
of children, youth, and families during the week?
WHAT IF St. Andrew’s by-the-Sea United Methodist Church began to rethink every message,
every environment, every program and every relationship through this one idea—PREPARING THE NEXT
GENERATION?

Seaside Kids

Our goal as parents is not to
raise superheroes, but to raise
everyday heroes. We want
our children to grow up facing
the world with a different kind
of courage—courage to stand
up against the bully, courage
to speak out for the sake of
others who may not have a
voice, courage to refuse to do
the wrong thing even though
the crowd seems to be
pushing them in that direction.
That type of courage forces us
to face our fears. It’s
unrealistic to expect anyone to
become completely fearless.
Let’s spend this month helping
our children avoid being
paralyzed by fears, but learn
what to do in the face of them.

Sign up for a week and see
what’s happening in the
Children’s Center!
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M E M O RY V E R SE
“Be strong and brave. Do not be afraid. Do not
lose hope. I am the Lord your God. I will be with
Joshua 1:9b, NIrV
you everywhere you go.”
WEEK

1

Birth of Moses/Mom and
Miriam with the Basket

Exodus 2:1-10 (Supporting: Exodus 1)

BOTTOM LINE:
You can do what you should even when
you don’t know what will happen next.

M O R N IN G TIME
Write this month’s memory verse on a
card and drop it in your kids lunchbox to
remind them to have courage all day long.

DR IVE TIME
Listen to this month’s song on the Parent
Cue app or Studio252.tv. What’s something
each of you needs courage to face right
now?

ME AL TIME
WEEK

2

Moses’ Calling/10 Plagues
Exodus 3; 4-6:12; 7-12:42

BOTTOM LINE:
You can do what you should even
when you don’t feel ready.
WEEK

3

Moses and the Red Sea
Exodus 13:17–14:31

BOTTOM LINE:
You can do what you should even
when things seem impossible.
WEEK

4

5

Ask a parent: If you could see into the
future, would you want to? Do you think it’d
give you more courage?

B ED TIME
Read Exodus 4-6. Pray together and ask
God to give you each the courage to do
what you need to do.

PA R ENT TIME

Joshua and Caleb
Numbers 13–14

BOTTOM LINE:
You can do what you should even
when others are afraid.
WEEK

Ask a kid: If you could have the super
power of night vision or controlling the
weather which would you choose? Do you
think a super power would give you more
courage?

Israel Takes Jericho

Joshua 5:13–6:27 (Set Up: Joshua 1:9)

BOTTOM LINE:
You can do what you should because
God is with you.

Our goal as parents is not to raise
superheroes, but to raise everyday
heroes. We want our children to grow
up facing the world with a different
kind of courage—courage to stand
up against the bully, courage to speak
out for the sake of others who may not
have a voice, courage to refuse to do
the wrong thing even though the crowd
seems to be pushing them in that
direction. That type of courage forces
us to face our fears. It’s unrealistic to
expect anyone to become completely
fearless. Let’s spend this month helping
our children avoid being paralyzed by
fears, but learn what to do in the face
of them.

For more ideas, visit Studio252.tv

Family Ministries
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We are trying a new idea out, a supper club for Families of Faith.
This idea came out of a parents night out where a group of people had dinner a couple months ago and had a blast!
So, we thought why not meet monthly to fellowship, share a great meal together and just have some old fashion fun!

Our date this month is Friday, October 21st

This is an adult-only dinner, so we will have child care for $10 per family at the church at 6:30 pm.
This month we meet on November 11th
R.S.V.P. to Ashleigh at youth.sabts@gmail.com or text at 949-310-8739.
We look forward to seeing everyone!

Family Ministries
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November 13th
November 27th
December 11th
Jan 8th
Jan 22nd
Feb 12th
Feb 26th

March 12th
March 26th
April 9th
April 23rd
May 14th
May 28th
June 4th

Young Adult
Potluck Dinner
Sunday,
October 30th
6:00 pm
Ashleigh Roberts House
Bring a dish to share
R.s.v.p. 949-310-8739

!

Anchored Youth
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Healing Connections
A Six-Week Grief Support Group
Led by Rev. Linda Robison

Dealing with grief and loss is something most people have to do sometime
in their lives. Grief is a natural response to the loss of someone or something
very dear to us. Losses that may lead to grief include the death or separation of a
loved one, loss of a job, or any number of other changes in life. Anyone can
experience grief and loss, but each person is unique in how he or she copes with
these feelings.
A grief support group is one of the few places where you can come to be
among others who understand and where you can talk about your loss, allowing
an opportunity for healing and growth. All are welcome to join the group,
regardless of where you are in your healing journey.
Healing Connections: A Grief Support Group will begin on Thursday,
October 13 at 11:00 AM in the Mission Room of Palisades UMC. Call the church
office at (949) 496-5502

October 15th
8:00 am

Our meeting for Saturday,
October 15th will bring us
closer to the progress on the
I-5 Freeway work. OCTA
speaker Chris Boucly will
explain the latest problems
and successes building the
new Avenida Pico
interchange bridge and other
upgrades to the freeway from
San Clemente to Mission
Viejo. Bring your questions.
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Church Calendar

Sunday

World Communion Sunday
8:45 am Seeker’s Sunday
School Class
9:00 am Band-led Worship
10:30 am Choir-led Worship
10:30 am Youth Sunday
School
8:45 am Seeker’s Sunday
School Class
9:00 am Band-led Worship
10:30 am Choir-led Worship
10:30 am Youth Sunday
School
11:30 am New Beginnings

2

9

16

23

8:45 am Seeker’s Sunday
School Class
9:00 am Band-led Worship
10:30 am Choir-led Worship
10:30 am Youth Sunday
School
11:30 am Potato Bar
Fundraiser
8:45 am Seeker’s Sunday
School Class
9:00 am Band-led Worship
10:30 am Choir-led Worship
10:30 am Youth Sunday
School
11:30 am Senior Follies
1:00 pm Blessing of the Pets

30

8:45 am Seeker’s Sunday
School Class
9:00 am Band-led Worship
10:30 am Choir-led Worship
10:30 am Youth Sunday
School
11:30 Trunk R’ Treat & Chili
Cook Off

3

Tuesday

4
5
7:30 am Pastor’s Bible
Study, Humphry’s
12:00 pm SC Garden Club
6:00 pm Anchored Youth
Group

Wednesday

7:15 pm Choir Rehearsal

Thursday

October
Monday

3:00 pm Welcome Inn

9:00 am Andrews Kids
9:30 am Senior’s Yoga
7:00 pm Band Rehearsal
7:30 pm Pie With the
Pastor

6

Friday

9:30 am Seniors Yoga
6:30 pm Families of Faith
I-5 Talk
7:30 pm Al Anon

7

Saturday

8:00 am Mens Club

1

8

15

14

12

13
3:00 pm Welcome INN
7:30 pm Al Anon
7:00 pm Finance Meeting
7:15 pm Choir Rehearsal

22

10
11
9:00 am Andrews Kids
7:00 pm Band Rehearsal
7:30 pm SPRC Meeting

21

29

7:00 pm Senior Ministry
Meeting

20
3:00 pm Welcome INN
7:30 pm Al Anon
7:15 pm Choir Rehearsal

28

7:30 am Pastor’s Bible
Study, Humphry’s
7:00 pm Joint worship
team meeting 9am &
10:30 am
6:00 pm Anchored Youth
Group

17
18
19
9:00 am Andrews Kids
7:30 am Pastor’s Bible
7:00 pm Band Rehearsal
Study, Humphry’s
7:00 pm Church Council
6:00 pm Anchored Youth
Group

27
10:30 am Care Team
7:30 pm Al Anon
3:00 pm Welcome INN
7:15 pm Choir Rehearsal

7:00 pm Risk Taking
Mission and Service

24
25
26
7:00 pm Beyond Words
9:00 am Andrews Kids
7:30 am Pastor’s Bible
7:00 pm Band Rehearsal
Study, Humphry’s
7:00 pm Trustees Meeting 6:00 pm Anchored Youth
Group

31

The All American Boys Chorus will be having a Concert to benefit the
Marine Corps League South Coast Detachment and the San Clemente
V.F.W. Post 7142. Free Admission for Active and Retired Military. $10 for
General Public. Theme We Salute the Men and Women of the United States
Armed Forces. These young men are remarkable and worth hearing. Please
Support the Veterans and make these young men feel welcomed in San
Clemente.
Location: San Clemente Community Center
21 October Friday night at PM
For tickets call 714 361 3920 or visit www.taabc.org.
The VFW Post 7142 member will also have tickets.
Payment will also be accepted at the door.

F U N D R A IS E R

October 16th
$5.00 a Potato
or whatever you wou
ld like
to donate to the youth
mission trip 2017!!
After second service.

A Word From Our
Sponsors

St
.Andrew's
by-the-Sea

St. Andrew’s by-the-Sea
Core Principles
As fully-committed followers of Jesus Christ:
We have been transformed by our encounter with
the living God in Jesus Christ.
We practice spiritual disciplines, such as prayer,
meditation, scripture reading, attending worship,
receiving the sacraments, and fasting, which
cultivate our daily conscious contact with God.
We seek to learn more about God through
continual study.
We practice sacrifice through tithing and selfless
giving of ourselves.
We actively work for justice and mercy in the world.
We seek unity through working and living in
harmony with our community of faith.
We walk our spiritual journey with honesty and
authenticity.
We live our lives humbly knowing the gifts we
have received come from God.

Family Assistance Ministries needs

our help this Fall. Remember to
grab a FAM bag. The list of items
needed are listed on the outside of
the bag! You can bring items the
first Sunday of the month or drop
the bag at the church MondayFriday, 10:00 am - 2:00 pm.

