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Pastor’s 
Musings

The Day of Pentecost this year falls on the 15th of May. For Christians, Pentecost is a high, 
holy day on which we commemorate the coming of the Holy Spirit on the early followers of 
Jesus (Acts 2). Before the events of the first Pentecost, which came a few weeks after 
Jesus’ death and resurrection, there were followers of Jesus, but no movement that could be 
meaningfully called “the church.” Thus, from a historical point of view, Pentecost is the day 
on which the church was started. This is also true from a spiritual perspective, since the Holy 
Spirit brings the church into existence and enlivens it. Thus Pentecost is the church’s 
birthday. 
 The story of Methodism’s founder, John Wesley, illustrates the role and work of the 
Holy Spirit upon the individual. A watershed event in his life came during a group meeting in 
May 1738 that he attended on Aldersgate Street in London. Aldersgate was not Wesley’s 
conversion-initiation; rather it was largely an “internal witness of the Spirit” to what he 
already knew in his mind. His ‘heart strangely warmed’ marked a theological shift from 
outward works toward an experiential focus on the Holy Spirit. What he knew in his mind, he 
now experienced in his heart! 
 On the subject of “Scriptural Christianity” Wesley contrasted ‘mind knowledge’ and 
‘heart knowledge’: Now first it was that he could call Jesus Lord, by the Holy Ghost (1 Cor. 
12:3), the Spirit itself bearing witness with his spirit, that he was a child of God (Rom. 8:16). 
Now it was that he could truly say, “I live not, but Christ liveth in me; and the life which I now 
live in the flesh, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for 
me” (Gal. 2:20). 
 Wesley went on to list what living our lives for Christ does to us: 

Peace. And, “being justified by faith, he had peace with God” (Rom. 5:1), yea, “the 
peace of God ruling in his heart;” a peace, which passing all understanding, kept his heart 
and mind from all doubt and fear, through the knowledge of him in whom he had believed. 
 Joy. His soul, therefore, magnified the Lord, and his spirit rejoiced in God his Saviour. 
“He rejoiced in him with joy unspeakable," who had reconciled him to God, even the Father; 
"in whom he had redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins.” 
 Love for God. “Because he was a son God had sent forth the Spirit of his Son into 
his heart, crying Abba, Father!” (Gal. 4:6). And that filial love of God was continually 
increased by the witness he had in himself (1 John 5:10) of God’s pardoning love to him; by 
“beholding what manner of love it was which the Father had bestowed upon him, that he 
should be called a child of God" (1 John 3:1).  
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Love for humanity. Agreeably hereto, the affection of this lover of God embraced all 
mankind for his sake; not excepting those whom he had never seen in the flesh, or those of 
whom he knew nothing more than that they were "the offspring of God," for whose souls his 
Son had died; not excepting the "evil" and "unthankful," and least of all his enemies, those 
who hated, or persecuted, or despitefully used him for his Master's sake. 
 Practitioner of love. The language of his heart continually was, “My Father worketh 
hitherto, and I work. My Lord went about doing good; and shall not I tread in his steps?" As 
he had opportunity therefore, if he could do no good of a higher kind, he fed the hungry, 
clothed the naked, helped the fatherless or stranger, visited and assisted them that were 
sick or in prison. He gave all his goods to feed the poor. He rejoiced to labour or to suffer for 
them; and whereinsoever he might profit another, there especially to “deny himself,” he 
counted nothing too dear to part with for them, as well remembering the word of his Lord, 
“Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these My brethren, ye have done it 
unto Me” (Matt. 25:40).  
 Wesley and the early Methodists were particularly concerned about inviting people to 
experience God’s grace—to move from ‘head knowledge’ to ‘heart knowledge’—and to grow 
in their knowledge and love of God through disciplined Christian living, i.e. Spirit-enlivened 
living. They placed primary emphasis on Christian living, on putting faith and love into action. 
This emphasis on what Wesley referred to as “practical divinity” has continued to be a 
hallmark of United Methodism today. 
 Happy birthday, Church! May we at St. Andrew’s by-the-Sea all experience the 
“internal witness of the Spirit” in our lives so that what we study with our minds, we can 
experience in our hearts! 



May is all about Contentment - deciding to be happy with what you've got.  I’m pretty sure that this 
lesson doesn’t have an age limit! 

So we’ll learn that……. 
When you focus on God, he can help you be content. 

When you focus on what you don’t have, it can make you miserable. 
When you focus on what you used to have, you can miss what you have now. 

When you focus on stuff, you can miss what matters. 
When you focus on God, you don’t have to worry. 

I can trust God no matter what. 

There are lots of special things happening in May - Mother’s Day and Memorial Day.   
Join us for a week or a month.  I can guarantee you will get as much out of it as the kiddos do! 

Cheers, 
Karen Muscariello - Director of Family Ministries 



We are trying a new idea out, a supper club for Families of Faith.  
This idea came out of a parents night out where a group of people had dinner a couple months ago and 

had a blast! So, we thought why not meet monthly to fellowship, share a great meal together and just 
have some old fashion fun! 

  
Our first date was Friday, March 18th, we had a great dinner at Selma’s in downtown San Clemente! 

This is an adult only dinner, so we will have child care for $10 per family at the church at 6:30 pm.  

This month we meet on May 13th  
R.S.V.P. to Ashleigh at youth.sabts@gmail.com or text at 949-310-8739.  

We look forward to seeing everyone and have FUN and  
adult conversation! 

They’re packing up, 
& getting  

ready to go ….
Come and say goodbye to the  

McColloughs, Sollys & Torkelsons!
When: 

Tuesday, June 7th at 6:00pm

Where: 
St. Andrew’s Youth Room & Lawn

R.S.V.P.
to Kelley Mauerman at 949-433-3848 or kmauerman@cox.net 

or Ashleigh Roberts at 949-310-8739 or youth.sabts@gmail.com

Burgers, Hot Dogs 

and all the fixings 

provided! Please 

bring a side or 

dessert to share.





Burrito Bar
Fundraiser
May 22nd

$5.00 Per 
person

After the 
10:30am
service
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Yummy Food Guaranteed!



Do You Know Someone Who Is  

Graduating?? 

Graduation “season” is coming up quickly and we want to celebrate 
these accomplishments with you! 

Do you have an upcoming 5th, 8th, 12th, college 
or post graduate in your family? 
If so, email Karen Muscariello, 
Director of Family Ministries 

at karen@sabts.org 
so we can honor them together. 

We will celebrate our graduates and the gifts God has given them  
in worship together on 

Sunday, June 5th 

The Mauerman family cordially 
invites our 

St. Andrew’s congregation 
to attend the 

Eagle Scout Court of Honor for 
Christopher Mauerman 

on Saturday, June 11, 2016 
at 3:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary.  
Refreshments will be served 
after the ceremony.  Please 

RSVP to Kelley Mauerman at 
(949) 366-6484 or 

mauerman4@cox.net.  



Adult  
Ministries

May 21st 
8:00 am

Care Team 
If you, a friend or loved one has ever been side lined for any length of time, you know how 
good it feels to hear from someone in our church family; be it a visit, a card or telephone 
call. TheVisitation Team strives to be the “link” that keeps those in any kind of special 
need connected and remembered. At this time the committee is keeping in touch via a 
revolving list with some twenty five church members through prayer, calls, cards and 
visits. The first year following the loss of a loved one, members and families receive 
additional cards and materials of support. Meetings are held once a month in order to 
review the needs of our congregation. While every effort is made to keep this list up to 
date you can help us by raising our awareness of someone you know who is in need of 
special prayers, support and love.

Janet Prideaux
Care Team Chair

A big thank you to 
everyone who donated 

school supplies to SCMFO 
for San Onofre school! 

They were much 
appreciated!

SCMFO  
Thank You



 

St. Andrews by the Sea  
United Methodist Church 

 
Wednesday, June 1, 2016 

1:00 PM – 7:00 PM 
Location: Fellowship Hall  

2001 Calle Frontera San Clemente 92673 
 

To make an appointment go to redcrossblood.org  
Use Sponsor Code: standrews or call Karen at (949) 492-2537 

 
All participating donors will receive a special  
Promotional Item for your life saving donation 

 
The American Red Cross is excited to introduce RapidPass, a new tool that allows blood donors to 
help save lives in less time. Visit redcrossblood.org/RapidPass 

 
 

May 25,



On Tuesday June 7th 
St. Andrew’s by-the-Sea 
will once again host the 

California Primary 
Elections.  

The polls open at 7:00am                      
and close at 8:00pm  

For kids at risk.  Be a part of it!  Mondays 
and Thursdays, 3:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. when 
school is in session.  Community service 

that changes lives!  Contact Program Chair 
Donald Clinebell:  dclinebell@gmail.com 

 
The St. Andrews & San Onofre School 

7th Inning Stretch 
Middle School Mentoring & Tutoring Program 



Just how big is God’s love for you?  It’s gigantic – deeper than the deepest cave!  Vacation Bible School at 
St. Andrew’s will be June 20-24 and just like spelunking trip into a impressively deep cave, we have already 
started our planning and preparations for a successful trip.   

Servant Leaders are needed to make this week happen!  Which role will you play this year?  Do you enjoy 
creating sets, being over-the-top, or making stories come alive?  Maybe you’d just rather show up and 
hang out with the kids, along for the ride? We have just the place for you to serve at VBS this year!  We 
welcome our youth helpers, too (rising sixth graders and up).   

If you’re not able to make a commitment to participate this year, would you commit to praying?  Please 
pray for all of the leaders and children who will participate in this year’s VBS because those prayers make 
an enormous difference! 

Some wonderful people have asked about donations of supplies or scholarships and the answer is yes, we 
need both! In 2015 we gave away several partial or full scholarships to our VBS and we were pleased to do 
so. If you’d like to donate a scholarship, they are $60 and you can make a check out to “St. Andrew’s” with 
“VBS” in the memo. All supply donations are listed in the “Yes, I’ll do that” cards in the Sunday bulletins or 
you can check out the weekly “News You Can Use”.   

It is your spiritual and financial generosity that makes this program happen and we are so thankful 
to be a part of this loving, giving congregation! 

Contact Co-Directors Emily or Kelley at vbs.sabts@gmail.com to serve in this year’s VBS! 
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 A Word From  
Our Sponsors



St.Andrew's
by-the-Sea

                  

Family Assistance Ministries needs our 
help this Spring. Remember to grab a 
FAM bag; the list of items needed are 
listed on the outside of the bag!  You 
can bring items the first Sunday of 

the month or drop the bag at the 
church Monday, Wednesday or 

Thursday, 10am-2pm.

St. Andrew’s by-the-Sea  
Core Principles 

As fully-committed followers of Jesus Christ: 

We have been transformed by our encounter with  
the living God in Jesus Christ. 

We practice spiritual disciplines, such as prayer, 
meditation, scripture reading, attending worship,  

receiving the sacraments, and fasting, which 
cultivate our daily conscious contact with God. 

We seek to learn more about God through 
continual study.  

We practice sacrifice through tithing and selfless 
giving of ourselves. 

We actively work for justice and mercy in the world. 

We seek unity through working and living in 
harmony with our community of faith. 

We walk our spiritual journey with honesty and 
authenticity. 


