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Pastor’s Musings 

Stormy Afternoon 
More than 70 people came to St. Andrew’s by-the-Sea on January 22 for the first installment on the two-
part series BUILDING COMMUNITY WITH OUR MUSLIM NEIGHBORS. They came at the height of the 
third of three storms that buffeted California during that weekend. We could hear the winds howling while 
tree branches flailed wildly outside. The wind and rain came down so heavily that the window panels on 
the left side of the altar were visible damp with leaks. But all this did not deter the 70 brave souls who 
came to hear Professor Jihad Turk talk about “Islam, America, and the Challenges of Our Time.” 

Spiritual Kin 
Professor Turk took time at the top of his presentation to show the spiritual kinship that Muslims and 
Christians have. Both faith traditions share a similar creation story in their respective sacred texts. The 
Pentateuch or the first five books of the Old Testament are part of the Quran. Both faith traditions trace 
their lineage to Abraham—Muslims through Ishmael (Genesis 16) whom Hagar bore; Christians through 
Isaac (Genesis 21) whom Sarah bore. 

The Quran calls Christians and Jews “People of the Book” (Quran 3:64), i.e., those who received divine 
scriptures before Muhammad. Muslims are told to treat them with respect and justice and do not fight with 
them unless they initiate hostilities or ridicule their faith.  

Who is a Muslim? 
The word “Muslim” means one who submits to the will of God, who in the Quran is “most Compassionate, 
[and] most Merciful.” In a broader sense, anyone who willingly submits to the will of God [to be 
compassionate and merciful] is a Muslim. The Quran specifically mentions Abraham who lived long before 
Moses and Christ that, “he was not a Jew or a Christian but a Muslim,” because, he had submitted to the 
will of God. Thus there are Muslims who are not submitting at all to the will of God and there are Muslims 
who are doing their best to live an Islamic life. One cannot judge Islam by looking at those individuals who 
have a Muslim name but in their actions are not living or behaving as Muslims. The extent of being a 
Muslim can be according to the degree to which one is submitting to the will of God, in beliefs and 
actions.



Pastor’s Musings 
Islam and Terrorism 
Interspersing humor in his presentation, Professor Turk addressed the touchy subject of Islam and terrorism: does Islam 
promote violence and terrorism? The emphatic answer is ‘No.’ Islam is a religion of peace and submission and stresses the 
sanctity of human life. A verse in the Quran says, [Chapter 5, verse 32], that “anyone who saves one life, it is as if he has 
saved the whole of mankind and anyone who has killed another person (except in lieu of murder or mischief on earth) it is as 
if he has killed the whole of mankind.” 

This brings to mind a popular camp song that talks about who is a follower of Christ: “And they’ll know we are Christians by 
our love.” Christians’ sacred text, the Bible, is the story of God’s love for humanity.   

The Marks of a True Christian 
The apostle Paul specifically listed the marks of a true Christian in his letter to the church in Rome (Romans 12:9-21): 

9 Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 10 love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another 
in showing honor. 11 Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. 12 Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere 
in prayer. 13 Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. 14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and 
do not curse them. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16 Live in harmony with one another; do not 
be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. 17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take 
thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 18 If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19 Beloved, 
never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the 
Lord.” 20 No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you will 
heap burning coals on their heads.” 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

Building Bridges, Not Walls 
Professor Turk stated that the United States, in his opinion, is the ‘best place’ to be a Muslim because societal norms and the 
culture in general allows for the full expression of the core beliefs of Islam that revolves around the conviction of a most 
merciful and most compassionate God (“Allah”). 

Asked as to what faithful Christians can do to support Muslims in the United States, Professor Turk asked the audience to 
stand up and defend the rights the Constitution guarantees. He challenged us to be vigilant about these rights, especially 
those that pertain to the free exercise of religion; the freedom of speech; the right of the people peaceably to assemble; and 
the right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches and 
seizures. 

When asked as to which commandment in the law is the greatest, Jesus replied, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: 
‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’” (Matthew 22:37-39) 

After hearing Professor Turk, my conviction as a follower of Jesus that I need to be about building bridges rather than walls 
that divide was so powerfully affirmed! I commit to being a good neighbor to my Muslim neighbors—get to know them better, 
explore ways to work together, and celebrate the freedom to not only practice religion, but ultimately recognize that in our 
mutual acts of compassion and mercy, we are reflecting God/Allah to each other and to our neighbors. 



MEMORY VERSE 
“Here is what love is. It is not that we loved God. It is 

that he loved us and sent his Son to give his life to pay 

for our sins.”      1 John 4:10, NIrV

For more ideas, visit Studio252.tv

Jesus Calms the Storm
Mark 4:35-41

BOTTOM LINE:
Comfort others   
who are hurting.

2
WEEK

No Greater Love
John 15:12-13

BOTTOM LINE:
Love others because   
Jesus loves you.

1
WEEK

Jesus Feeds 5,000
Mark 6:30-44

BOTTOM LINE:
Give to others    
who are in need.

3
WEEK

The Good Samaritan
Luke 10:27-37

BOTTOM LINE:
Love others because   
they matter to God.

4
WEEK

Ask a kid: If you could have any super power, what 
would it be? How would you use that super power to 
show love to others?

Ask a parent: When you were a kid, who was the 
first person outside of your family that you remember 
loving? Did you tell that person? 

MEAL TIME

As a family, read aloud Luke 10:25-37. Act out the story, 
choosing someone to play the injured man, and some-
one to play all the people who passed him by, and then, 
the Good Samaritan. Use stuffed animals or action 
figures, if needed. Ask your kids what’s harder: ignoring 
hurting people or loving hurting people. Explain to your 
kids Jesus’ command that we love others more than 
we love ourselves. Brainstorm one to two people in 
your family or community who might be hurting. Then, 
spend some time praying for them together.

BED TIME

One night, write down twenty-eight things you love 
about your kid on separate pieces of paper. From their 
laugh, to the way they help their little brother brush his 
teeth—get creative. Then, every night this month, affix 
your “love note” to the outside of your kid’s bedroom 
door. This month, when they wake up each morning, 
make sure they see the new addition. Talk about 
how important it is to celebrate what we love about 
ourselves, about others, and about God.

MORNING TIME

A couple of times this month, take your kid on a special 
drive. During the trip, listen to this month’s song called 
“Be a Song About Love,” found at Studio252.tv. 
The lyrics say, “Don’t believe the lie that it’s not okay 
to spend your life giving it away.” In other words, as 
children of God, we were created to give away the 
love He has shown us. On the drive, find a parking lot 
with a bunch of cars. Choose one car to leave a nice, 
encouraging note on!  

DRIVE TIME

As parents, we all feel the burden to raise our 
children to be kind and loving. Sometimes we 
wonder if we’re doing enough—if our kids are 
getting the message. The best way to teach your 
child is by modeling. That’s right, you’ve got to 
practice what you preach. Is there someone in 
your family, friend-group, or community who is 
lonely, hurting, or struggling? Make a list of 4 ways 
you can show love to this person this month.  
You could bake them cupcakes, leave them a 
note, or simply send them an encouraging text 
message. This month, once a week, demonstrate 
the love of Christ to your family by loving others.

PARENT TIME
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Dates Events
February 10th, 6:30PM - 8:30PM   Seaside Kids Glow In The Dark Night
February 12th, 11:30AM Senior Ministries Fantastic Follies  & Anchored Youth Salad Bar
February 18th, 8:00AM Men’s Breakfast
February 21st, 7:30PM Pie With The Pastor
February 26th, 11:30AM New Beginnings Class
February 28th, 6:00 - 8:00PM Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner Youth Fundraiser
March 1st, 7:30PM Ash Wednesday Service
March 3rd-5th Bishop’s Confirmation Retreat
March 10th, 6:30 -8:30PM Seaside Kids Obstacle Course Night 
March 12th, 11:30AM Anchored Youth Burrito Bar Fundraiser
March 18th, 8:00AM Men’s Breakfast
April 7th, 6:30 - 8:30PM Seaside Kids Easter Scavenger Hunt Night 
April 9th, 9:00AM & 10:30AM Palm Sunday Services  

Anchored Youth Hot Dog Bar Fundraiser
April 13th, 6:00 - 8:00PM Maundy Thursday Seder
April 14th, 7:30PM Good Friday Service, Mozart’s “Requiem”
April 15th, 8:00AM Men’s Breakfast
April 16th, 9:00AM & 11:00AM Easter Services & Egg Hunt
April 22nd, 8:30AM Earth Day: San Clemente Beach Cleanup
April 23rd, 9:00AM & 10:30AM Earth Day Services
April 28th - 29th, 6:30PM Youth Murder Mystery Dinner Theater 
May 5th, 6:30PM Families of Faith Progressive Dinner
May 12th, 6:30 - 8:30PM Seaside Kids Art Night 
May 14th, 9:00AM & 10:30AM Mother’s Day Services
May 19th, 6:00PM Families of Faith Parenting Seminar
May 20th, 8:00AM Men’s Breakfast
May 21st, 11:30 AM Anchored Youth Sub Sandwich Fundraiser
June 4th, 9:00AM & 10:30AM Confirmation Sunday
June 9th, 6:30 - 8:30PM Seaside Kids End Of The Year Messy Game Night
June 11th, 9:00AM & 10:30AM Graduates Sunday with All-Church Lunch
June 18th, 9:00AM & 10:30AM Father’s Day Services
June 24th, 10:00AM VBS Decoration Creation Workshop

Save the Dates 

( May be subject to change)



 

February 18th 
8:00AM

WE'RE LOOKING FOR A  
FEW GOOD SINGERS 

Do you love music?  Are you a fan of Mozart?  Well, are 
you ever in luck!!!  The Sanctuary Choir will be singing 
Mozart's Requiem for the Good Friday service on April 
14. We are looking for more voices to join us and would 

love to have YOU become a part of the choir. 
Rehearsals for the Requiem begin on Thursday, 

February 2 and will continue each Thursday until the 
service. Each week the Requiem rehearsal will start at 

7:15 and will last until 8:00. Regular rehearsal will follow 
after a short break and will last until 9:00. If you only 
wish to sing the Requiem, that is fine. Just COME!  

You'll love it!!   If you have questions, please contact 
Yasu Ichikawa, Director of Music Ministries, at 

yichikawa.music@gmail.com or call him at 
626-428-8486. Looking forward to seeing some new 

faces in our choir loft!

Don't you just love the church's Memorial Garden?  It is in such a peaceful and 
serene setting. Did you know that the Memorial Garden is administered by the 
St Andrew's By the Sea Foundation?  Did you know that you could purchase a 
niche in our Garden?  Did you know that we offer a complete inurnment 
package at a very affordable cost? Did you know that church members get 
special reduced rates for the purchase of a niche? And did you know that your 
niche purchase helps the Foundation support the mission work of the church? 

Even if you know the answers to all of these questions, there is plenty more to 
learn. Join the Men's Group on Saturday, February 18 for a presentation by 
Jan and Don Brookes, the Memorial Garden Administrators. Jan and Don will 
be joined by some special guests from our church and from the community. 
Together they will share information about the Garden and talk about how it 
started, where it is now and tell about its beauty, value and benefit not only to 
our congregation but to the community of San Clemente as well. They will also 
tell you why you will NEVER have to leave San Clemente if you don't want to. 
You will have an opportunity to learn how you can begin to make those 
necessary end-of-life plans. And just think, if you choose to rest in our 
Memorial Garden, you will have an eternal ocean view!! 

As usual, we will meet in Fellowship Hall at 8:00 for a pancakes, bacon and 
eggs breakfast followed by the presentation. Men and women of ALL ages are 
invited.  See you on the 18th!



 

February 21st
7:30PM

February 26th 
11:30AM





 



 

Sunday
M

onday
Tuesday

W
ednesday

Thursday
Friday

Saturday
1 

7:30 am
 Pastor’s Bible 

Study, Hum
phry’s 

6:00 pm
 Anchored Youth 

G
roup

2 
7:15 pm

 Choir Rehearsal 
3 

9:30 am
 Seniors Yoga 

7:30 pm
 Al Anon

4 

5 
8:45 am

 Seeker’s Sunday 
School Class 
Com

m
union Sunday 

9:00 am
 Band-led W

orship 
10:30 am

 Choir-led W
orship 

10:30 am
 Youth Sunday 

School

6 
3:00 pm

 W
elcom

e INN 
7 

9:00 am
 Andrews Kids 

9:30 am
 Senior Yoga 

6:30 pm
 SCM

FO
 SS2 

7:00 pm
 Band Rehearsal 

7:00 pm
 SPRC  

8 
7:30 am

 Pastor’s Bible 
Study, Hum

phry’s 
6:00 pm

 Anchored Youth 
G

roup 
6:15pm

 M
ary’s feast 

M
eeting

9 
3:00 pm

 W
elcom

e INN  
7:00 pm

 Finance M
eeting 

7:15 pm
 Choir Rehearsal  

10 
9:30 am

 Seniors Yoga 
6:30 pm

 Seaside Kids 
G

low in the Dark Night 
7:30 pm

 Al Anon

11 

12 
8:45 am

 Seeker’s Sunday 
School Class 
9:00 am

 Band-led W
orship 

10:30 am
 Choir-led W

orship 
10:30 am

 Youth Sunday 
School 
11:30 Youth Salad Bar 
11:30 Fantastic Follies 

13 
7:00 pm

 Senior M
inistry 

7:00 pm
 SPRC-SS3

14 
9:00 am

 Andrews Kids 
9:30 am

 Senior’s Yoga 
7:00 pm

 Band Rehearsal 

15 
7:30 am

 Pastor’s Bible 
Study, Hum

phry’s 
6:00 pm

 Anchored Youth 
G

roup 
7:00 pm

 M
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Service M
eeting
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3:00 pm

 W
elcom
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 10:30am
 W

orship 
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 M
eeting 

7:15 pm
 Choir Rehearsal

17 
9:30 am

 Seniors Yoga 
7:30 pm

 Al Anon

18 
8:00 am

 M
en’s Breakfast

19 
8:45 am

 Seeker’s Sunday 
School Class 
9:00 am

 Band-led W
orship 

10:30 am
 Choir-led W

orship 
10:30 am

 Youth Sunday 
School 

20 
O

ffice Closed  
Presidents Day 
7:00 pm

 M
ission and 

Service M
eeting

21 
9:00 am

 Andrews Kids 
9:30 am

 Senior’s Yoga 
7:00 pm

 Band Rehearsal 
7:00 pm

 Church Council, 
SS1 
7:30p Pie with the Pastor

22 
7:30 am

 Pastor’s Bible 
Study, Hum

phry’s 
6:00 pm

 Anchored Youth 
G

roup 

23 
10:30 am

 Care Team
 

3:00 pm
 W

elcom
e INN 

7:15 pm
 Choir Rehearsal 

24 
9:30 am

 Seniors Yoga  
7:30 pm

 Al Anon

25 

26 
8:45 am

 Seeker’s Sunday 
School Class 
9:00 am

 Band-led W
orship 

10:30 am
 Choir-led W

orship 
10:30 am

 Youth Sunday 
School 
11:30 New Beginnings 

27 
28 

9:00 am
 Andrews Kids 

9:30 am
 Senior’s Yoga 

6:00 pm
 Shrove Tuesday 

Pancake Dinner 
7:00 pm

 Band Rehearsal 
7:00 pm

 Trustees M
tg 

February



 
A Word From  
Our Sponsors



St. Andrew’s by-the-Sea  
Core Principles 

As fully-committed followers of Jesus Christ: 

We have been transformed by our encounter with  
the living God in Jesus Christ. 

We practice spiritual disciplines, such as prayer, 
meditation, scripture reading, attending worship,  

receiving the sacraments, and fasting, which 
cultivate our daily conscious contact with God. 

We seek to learn more about God through 
continual study.  

We practice sacrifice through tithing and selfless 
giving of ourselves. 

We actively work for justice and mercy in the world. 

We seek unity through working and living in 
harmony with our community of faith. 

We walk our spiritual journey with honesty and 
authenticity. 

We live our lives humbly knowing the gifts we 
have received come from God. 

                  

Family Assistance Ministries needs 
our help this Winter. Remember to 
grab a FAM bag. The list of items 

needed are listed on the outside of 
the bag!  You can bring items the 

first Sunday of the month or drop 
the bag at the church Monday- 
Thursday, 10:00 am - 2:00 pm.

St. Andrews 
by-the-Sea
A United Methodist Community of Faith 
2001 Calle Frontera 
San Clemente, CA 92673


