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INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

     Do we worship idols? The answer 
may surprise you.  
     During the month of October, our 
church will hear about God’s generosity 
and our response as we experience 
our stewardship program, First: putting 
GOD first in living and giving, developed 
by author and pastor Mike Slaughter 
of Ginghamsburg United Methodist 
Church – one of the largest United 
Methodist Churches in the United 
States. 
     We are made in God’s image and 
are meant to be creators of life and 
hope, not the consumers of our culture’s 
shiny gods. We have the ability to 
change the world and create a legacy 
that will live forever in the lives of 
generations to follow through faithful 
Christian stewardship.  Christian 
stewardship is ordering our lives, 
resources, gifts and talents to align 
with God’s purposes.  
     The goal of this stewardship program 
is not to make anyone feel guilty. 
The goal is for all of us to ask questions 
of ourselves and be open to the possibility 
that God will lead us in new directions 
in our lives through our living and 
giving. 
     During the four-week program, 
we’ll be challenged in a number of 
different ways. We’ll be asked to 
look for the idols in our own lives 
(Hint: Most of them aren’t animals 
made of gold) and name the ways 
these idols enslave us, holding us 

back from living in the true freedom 
and abundant life that God desires 
for us. 
     We’ll be challenged to consider 
the place that money, work, and 
debt have in our lives. What are our 
common understandings of these, 
and might the witness of Scripture 
lead us to some different understandings? 
     We’ll be challenged to ask ourselves 
what it means for us to be faithful, to 
save, and to give. How do we balance 
all the competing interests in our 
lives? What priorities does God reveal 
to us through Scripture? 
     Finally, we’ll be challenged to give 
with our hearts, not out of obligation 
or a sense of duty. Instead, we’ll be 
invited to give the way God gives—
freely, fully, joyfully and generously. 
    So, for now, I will ask you to 
prayerfully reflect on your response 
to this question: “What aspects of 
my life need to be ordered so that 
they align with God’s purposes?” 
And, as always, I am proud to be... 
With you on the journey, 

Jeff Jaggers 
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“We Value Children” - by Mallory Lyman 

MAIN SPR IN G  

     A few weeks ago, Pastor Jeff shared with you about two people who had made a significant impact on his life. Mrs. Baker 
and Mrs. Sheffield are my “life changers”.  These are two women who helped shape my world view, point me to Jesus, 
and show me the unconditional love of God. Mrs. Baker was the Jr. Church volunteer who was passionate about giving 
kids a place to worship God, ask questions and experience the love of Christ.  She was the best hug-giver and I remember 
her sending me a note in the mail (which is quite significant as a child to receive your very own mail, actually, let’s be 
honest, we still really like to get REAL mail as adults!) telling me how much she admired the way I praised Jesus on Sunday 
during worship with my hands raised, singing at the top of my lungs and probably busting a move or two.  Mrs. Sheffield 
was the Sunday school superintendent, youth group volunteer, and mom of one of my very best friends. She pushed me 
out of my comfort zone, challenged me to go deeper, grounded me in scripture and always kept me humble when my 
head got too big.  To this day she is a dear mentor and friend whom I love and respect and am so thankful for. 
     Mrs. Baker and Mrs. Sheffield were the human representations of the unconditional love of God despite my insecurities, my 
know-it-all attitude, my sass and my craziness. I am who I am today in part because of these two women who helped 
shape me in my early years within my church community. 
     Every child needs to know that there is a GREAT BIG GOD who they can trust and know always loves them unconditionally.  
At Fenton United Methodist Church we value children. I know we are a congregation who cares and values our children 
because otherwise you wouldn’t have hired me as your Children’s Ministry Director nor would you give me the support, 
donations, money or prayers that I know I am blessed to receive.  
     I have the opportunity to see and hear these kids every week.  I am consistently amazed and blessed by the things I 
learn from them.  They blow me away with their generosity, sense of justice, peace, understanding, and practice of unconditional 
love as well as their grace.  I hope that I share half the love of God that I experience from them.  I want you to come 
alongside me and experience the love and grace of God through these children as you serve them.  And I promise I’m not 
the only one! Here is what one of our faithful Sunday morning volunteers had to say: 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     The children of this congregation need Mrs. Bakers and Mrs. Sheffields or MR. Bakers and MR. Sheffields.  I am calling 
this congregation to value children like Jesus values children.  Children need someone who believe what they believe, 
another voice saying the same thing as what the parents say and helping give them an uncommon sense to help them 
make wise choices.  For our children’s ministry here at Fenton UMC this looks like being a Small Group Leader (SGL).  
One who will foster deep and meaningful relationships, as well as creating a sense of community within these kids’ 
church family. As an SGL you will have the opportunity to be Jesus with skin on to these kids.  You will get to dive in 
deeper to the Bible stories, pray with and for these kids, and truly witness childlike faith. 
     God is going to accomplish His plan in the lives of  the children in our church.  
The question is not ‘WILL God do it?’ The question is ‘WILL YOU be a part of it?’ 
 
Contact Mallory Lyman, Director of Children’s Ministries if you’d like to get involved, for 
more information or if you have any questions. You may call her at the church office 
(810) 629-2132 or by email at fumc.mallory@gmail.com. 

     “Teaching has always been my passion and when I first became a committed 
Christian I thought teaching children about God would be a snap. I knew 
child development, I understood the best teaching techniques, and I loved 
watching the light go on as children caught on. I didn’t know what really 
mattered was the experience of knowing Him and sharing that with the 
children. When I first got involved in volunteering in Kid’s Ministry, I 
didn’t know the one who would learn the most was me. I followed the curriculums, 
I studied the lessons and then watched as they asked me the questions that 
would lead me to a deeper faith. I learned that I didn’t need to know all 
the answers and that He would use a willing heart in ways that I never 
expected. Now I watch my granddaughter in our Sunday morning 
programs learning about who He is and how much He loves her. The gift 
of teaching in our Children’s Ministry won’t be about the understanding 
you impart to children, although that will happen. The gift will be learning 
to be His hands and feet, but mostly His heart.” -Laurie Isenberg 
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“Your Chance to Serve” 
Introducing our new Community Outreach Coordinator, Deb Rogers 

Before I started going to church my life was small. All I really cared 

about was my immediate family and friends. However once I started 

looking for a church, God put it on my heart to look outside of myself 

and help other people (Mark 10:45.)  So I looked for a church that did 

just that, help the people in the community. I heard about FUMC because 

of the great way this church helps people. FUMC has a reputation for 

being community-oriented and having a variety of programs, not only 

its’ church members, but for people outside our walls who need our help. 

     Imagine my excitement when I got the Outreach Coordinator position. 

I get to serve God by helping the community. But I’m not a one woman 

show. I will need the prayers, love, and support— and yes, volunteers!— of my church family. 

While God has given me many talents there are a lot of things I can’t do, for instance, decorating.  

My beloved daughter kicked me off the Christmas tree-decorating committee three years ago; 

her exact words were “Mom… step away from the tree, I got this, don’t you have some shopping 

to do?” I will need as much help as possible in this area. God has given all of you talents that are 

to be used for God’s glory. I look forward to meeting all of you and putting your God-given talents 

to use. Don’t ever think you have nothing to offer, or that your talent or desire is too small. Because 

to someone else who can’t do what you can do, others are looking to you and saying, “That is awesome!” 

Deb Rogers 
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Blessing of the Animals 
Bring your beloved pet to our Blessing of 

the Animals ceremony, which will take 

place at 10:00am on Saturday, 

October 15th in the courtyard of the FUMC.  

All pets welcome. 

Light refreshments provided. 
Monetary donations will be given to Adopt-A-Pet. 

“Like” us on 

Facebook to 

keep up with 

what’s 

happening! 

A new 

“c
off
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ho
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look to
 our 

youth ro
oms! 
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“Giving” 
By Jeff Jaggers 

Because You Give 
World Service Fund 

     Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who has promised is faithful. And let us consider how to provoke one another 
to love and good deeds, not neglecting to meeting together… but encouraging one another.” -- Hebrews 10: 23-25a, NRSV 
     The Huffington Post featured The United Methodist Church in a 2014 post: “Yes, religion can still be a force for good in the world.” 
     The World Service Fund is a can-do/must do/will do source for making United Methodist ministries happen around the world. Our World Service 

gifts build churches, educate students, pay missionaries, ensure justice, feed families and more. 
     United Methodists consistently receive praise for the good news we offer to those suffering pain-invoking consequences of being different. The 

church addresses such issues through the denomination’s General Commission on Religion and Race (GCORR), supported by the World Service Fund. 

GCCOR works to cultivate racial inclusion and the full participation of all people into the work, witness and life of The Uni ted Methodist Church. With 
World Service support, GCORR helps develop authentic relationships so that communities can be transformed; create institutional equity which 

builds systems, policies and processes that level the playing field for all; and provide skills and awareness to intercultural competency. 
     When our congregation supports the World Service Fund, The United Methodist Church connects to the needs of humanity and the yearnings of believers.  

Thank you! 

Notes From God On Stewardship 
Faithful Stewardship gives generously. 

“Remember this: whoever sows sparingly shall reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously shall reap generously.” 

   2 Corinthians 9:6 

I asked folks in our congregation why they give to God 
through Fenton United Methodist Church.  Here are some 
of the reasons people give: 
 
“I give to God through Fenton United Methodist Church to support God’s 

work – to provide a place for worship with others, to support Christian 

work locally and globally.  My financial gift combined with the gifts of 

others goes further and accomplishes more than what I can do alone.” 

 
“I give because I see the good things that FUMC does with our 
offerings.  It helps the church, the community and the world.” 
 
“I believe in a tithe, and I try to do it.  I believe in 

Fenton UMC and the work it does.” 

 

“All that is mine belongs to God first, so I give to share in the ministry 
of God’s love for me and for others.” 
 

“God is great and the Foundation of all things.  My gift is an expression of my 

gratitude and love.” 
 
“God has been so good to me throughout my life.  I can’t give enough. 

My cup overflows.” 

 
I love all of these answers, and the many more that folks 
gave that we do not have room to print.  They speak of the 
gratitude, love and commitment to God, to Fenton United 
Methodist Church and to ministry within our congregation 
and outwards to our community and the world. 

     Stewardship calls us to order our lives, our resources, 
our gifts and our talents to align with God’s purposes.  
Through our giving to God through Fenton United Methodist 
Church, we not only partner with God in transforming our 
community and our world through ministry and mission, 
something of ourselves gets changed little by little.  Each 
time we give, we are expressing our faith in the providing 
grace of God for us and through us.  That expression of 
faith through giving helps us, perhaps even in small increments, 
to become more and more aligned with God’s purposes. 
     Whatever reasons you give to God through Fenton 
United Methodist Church, may you be blessed knowing 
that your giving is making a difference in the lives of other 
people, in our community and in the world.  May it also 
make a difference in your life as well as you grow in your 
faith and generosity. 
 
     So grateful to be with you on the journey, 
     Jeffrey L. Jaggers 
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“Making disciples of Jesus Christ for 
the transformation of the world.”   

Join us for worship on Sunday morning! 

Traditional-style worship 9:30, 11:00 

Sanctuary of our North Building 
 

Casual-style worship 11:05  

Upper level of our Family Life Center 
 

Nursery care provided at all three services. 

Barrier-free facilities. 

Our pastors want to reach out to the members of our 
congregation who are sick, in the hospital or whose 
lives are otherwise in upset.  Most of the time hospitals 
and family members let us know about illness or surgery, 
but not always.  If you know of a member who needs 
pastoral care, please call the church office.  It is better 
to hear about a need from twenty people than from no one. 


