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Announcements
Wednesday Nights
Dinner menu is Fried Chicken! Sign up in the hall.

Year End Awana Awards
Our annual Awana Awards program is this Wednesday, May 17,
at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary. Please come support these young
people as we recognize the hard work they have put in!

Yard Sale
The Joy family are moving to Oregon in July! In preparation, they
are having an yard sale of all the items they are not taking with
them, on Saturday, May 20, at their home at 263 Felt Drive, just
off of Coffee Bluff Road. They might have just the thing you have
been looking for! Early bird gets the worm.

Gideon Speaker
Next Sunday, May 21, a speaker from the Gideons will be here to
give a presentation. Please be prepared to give as the Lord leads.

Graduate Recognition
We will honor our high school and college graduates in the evening service next Sunday, May 21. Please send a photo and short
informational paragraph to dawn@fabchurch.com, ASAP.
Continued on p. 5

This Week at FABC
Today
Coffee Fellowship
Sunday School
Morning Worship
Home Fellowships

9:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
6:00 p.m.

Wednesday
Dinner - Chicken & Dumplings
5:45 p.m.
Youth & Awana
6:30 p.m.
Prayer & Bible Study
7:00 p.m.

FABC Deacons
Shawn Champion
433-0098
Bobby Deloach (CH) 667-8867
Mickey Fell
920-4557
Ron Fowler
901-409-8628
Jimmy Kicklighter
355-5616
Jack Moore
547-5000
Billy Morris, Sr.
398-1038
Joe Morris
398-0125
Steve Posner
704-5617
Kelly Stanford
441-2151
Michael Walker
655-2497
Ric Zittrouer
210-0344

May 1 4 , 2 0 1 7
10:00 a.m.

6:00 p.m.

Welcome and Announcements

Welcome and Announcements

* Opening Chorus & Greeting
“Blessed Be the Tie that Binds”

* Hymn #198
“There Is Power in the Blood”

Words and music are on page 6

* Call to Worship
Ephesians 2:8
* Hymn #512
“Saved By Grace”

Prayer
Receiving of Tithes And
Offerings
Hymn #70
“Holy, Holy, Holy”

Scripture Reading & Prayer
Steve Posner
Ezekiel 14:1-8

Hymn #40
“Great Is Thy Faithfulness”

Special Music

Message
Bob Dimmitt

“Death Has Lost Its Sting”
Words on page 7 If you’d like to follow along

Receiving of Tithes And
Offerings
* Hymn, bulletin p. 8
“I’ll Fly Away”

Conversion: Completing the Cycle, Part 7
Ephesians 4:25-31, Ephesians #82

* Hymn, bulletin p. 9
“Benediction”

Message
Bob Dimmitt

#5 What Happens Immediately After Death
(and How Do We Know)?
Romans 8:18-24

* Hymn, to right
“Doxology”

*All those who are able, please stand.
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Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings
flow.
Praise Him, all creatures here below.
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen

A . M. No te s
#5 What Happens Immediately After Death (& How Do We Know)?
Romans 8:18-24
There are 13 different terms used in the Bible for the unseen world.
Sheol, used 64 times in the O.T. 6 things:
1. Sheol was the place that both the righteous and the unrighteous expected to go
when they died.
2. Sheol was a place that was more dreadful for the unbeliever than for the believer.
3. There are different levels or compartments in Sheol.
4. As to the direction of Sheol it is always referred to as going down
5. Sheol was a place of consciousness.
6. Sheol was not removed from God’s jurisdiction.
The second term is Hades.
Matthew 11:23; Luke 16:23; Acts 2:27; Revelation 1:18; & 20:13-14
1. Hades is the same as Sheol. Hades is the Greek term for the Hebrew word Sheol,
so everything that is true for Sheol is true for Hades.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
Third term Abbadon, a Hebrew word which means destruction, used 6 times in the
O.T. & once in the N.T.
Job 26:6; & 28:22; & 31:11-12; Psalm 88:11; Proverbs 15:11; & 27:20 & Revelation
9:11
Three things:
a) all six times in the O.T. the word appears in Poetical books
b)
c)
The fourth term for the unseen world is the term “The Pit.”
a literal pit Gen 37:23-24
This is also an OT name for the unseen world & altogether there are 23 references
to the pit.
Job 17:14-16; &33:16; & 33:28-30; Prov 1:11-12; Ezek 26:19-21
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P. M. No te s
Conversion: Completing the Cycle, Part 7
Ephesians #82
Ephesians 4:25-31
The implication is that “rotten” speech will grieve the Holy Spirit.
Grieve means to feel deep emotional or physical pain, distress.

C H Spurgeon: “Although the word ‘grieve’ is a painful one, it is an inexpressibly
delightful thought, that he who rules heaven and earth, and is the creator of all
things, condescends to enter into such infinite relationships with his people that his
divine mind may be affected by their actions. The Holy Spirit’s grief is not of a
petty, oversensitive nature. He is grieved with us mainly for our own sakes, for he
knows what misery sin will cost us;”

These terms, no doubt, are anthropopathic (anthropopathy = the assignment of
human feelings or passions to something not human, as a deity, in this context Jehovah), as all terms which we can use of God are anthropomorphic or anthropopathic.
But they have reality behind them, and that as regards God's nature and not merely
His acts.

Think carefully: What love is in us points truly, though with some hesitancy, to
what love is in God. But in us love, in proportion as it is true and sovereign, has
both its wrath-side and its grief-side; and so must it be with God, however difficult
for us to think it out.
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Young Adult Bible Study
Thursday, May 25, 7:00 p.m., at the Sheffields’.

Ladies’ Exercise Class
Melody Mammay is organizing and leading a workout class that will begin on
Tuesday, May 30, in the gym. The class will meet Monday through Friday, at 5:30
a.m., with plenty of time to work out and get to your daily duties on time. You can
come the days that are convenient for you! Contact Melody at 398-1772 if you have
questions!

Youth and Family Series:
The Christian as an Athlete and Fan
Wednesday, May 31,you are invited to join us in the youth house at 6:30 (after dinner in the fellowship hall) for our interactive seminar on what it means to participate in, watch, and love sports as a believer. Though our focus will be on sports, the
principles we discuss will apply to any hobby, whether it may be video games,
drawing, stamp collecting, etc. Whatever it is we enjoy doing, we must ask important questions as believers about the nature of our activities, how do we prevent
them from becoming idolatrous? How do we appreciate those who do that activity
well without delving into hero worship? How do we handle disappointment when
we are unsuccessful? How do we enjoy these different activities to the glory of
God? As we have these discussions, my goal is to equip parents to continue these
conversations and others like them within your own homes. We also plan to have a
lot of fun, as we will engage in games and competitions throughout the night that
allow us to immediately put into practice what we are learning. Parents especially
are encouraged to attend this event with their students, but all are welcome. Since
this is a special seminar, we will not end until 9:00 (but school will be out so what
does it matter anyway?). If you have any questions, please ask Tim!

VBS Training
A training session for those working in VBS this summer is scheduled for Sunday,
June 4, after the evening worship service. Meet in the Fellowship Hall.

Camp Fund Contributions
There is a need for contributions to our Camp Fund! D3 camp (Middle- and HighSchoolers) is $339.00 and Children's Camp (3rd through 6th graders) is $165.00.
We have many that will need scholarships and if anyone can help, it will be greatly
appreciated. Make checks to FABC with note “Camp fund” in the memo. Thanks!

Summer Dates for Your Calendar!
VBS, Operation Arctic: June 19 - 23
Older Children’s Camp: July 24 - 27
Music Camp: Wednesday Nights, 7:00 - 8:00 p.m.
begins June 28
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Music
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Death Has Lost Its Sting
My God, how many are my fears;
How fast my foes increase.
Conspiring my eternal death,
They break my fleeting peace
The lying tempter would persuade
My heart to doubt Your aid;
And all my swelling sins appear
Much greater than Your grace.
Arise, oh Lord, fulfill Your grace
While I Your glory sing!
My God has broke the serpent’s teeth
And death has lost its sting.
But You, my glory and my strength,
Will on my tempter tread;
Will silence all my threatening guilt
And raise my drooping head.
Arise, oh Lord, fulfill Your grace
While I Your glory sing!
My God has broke the serpent’s teeth
And death has lost its sting.
And though the hosts of death and hell
All armed against me stand,
No more will terrors shake my soul,
Secure within Your hand.
Arise, oh Lord, fulfill Your grace
While I Your glory sing!
My God has broke the serpent’s teeth
And death has lost its sting.
My God has broke the serpent’s teeth
And death has lost its sting.
CCLI Song # 5939116
Mike Cosper | Rebecca Dennison
© 2011 Sojourn Community Church
For use solely with the SongSelect. Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI License # 2358754
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Keith Getty | Stuart Townend
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Articles
For Moms, Former Moms, and Wannabe Moms
By Wendy Alsup

Mother’s Day is a tricky holiday. Like any holiday, it is sweet for some and bitter
for others. For some, it’s both. I remember feeling on the outside looking in on
Mother’s Day, first as a single woman and then after I miscarried our first. Our
church had an entrance near the nursery called the Family Entrance. Could I use it?
Were we a family? I finally just used it regardless, almost as an act of defiance.
Now as the mother of a 4- and 6-year-old, I can deeply appreciate someone setting
aside parking near an entrance that kept me from having to walk my toddlers across
a busy intersection. But at the time I was dealing with emotions that weren’t
swayed by practical realities. I just wanted to be a mom. And that sign at the
church entrance reminded me I wasn’t.
It is an age-old conundrum in humanity in general and Christianity in particular.
How do you honor someone who has something good that you want too? How do
you applaud the sacrifices of one without minimizing the suffering of the other? I
don’t know exactly, but I do think there is an overarching principle that is helpful.
Motherhood is not the greatest good for the Christian woman. Whether you are a
mom or not, don’t get caught up in sentimentalism that sets it up as some saintly
role. The greatest good is being conformed to the image of Christ. Now, motherhood is certainly one of God’s primary tools in his arsenal for this purpose for
women. But it is not the end itself. Being a mom doesn’t make you saintly. Believe
me. Being a mom exposes all the ways you are a sinner, not a saint. Not being a
mom and wanting to be one does too. We may long to get pregnant, looking at
motherhood from afar. God sanctifies us through that longing. We may lose a pregnancy or a child, and mourn the loss of our motherhood. God conforms us to
Christ through that as well. We may have a brood of children of various ages, and
heaven knows God roots sin out of our hearts that way. It’s all about THE greatest
good, being conformed to the image of Christ—reclaiming the image of God that
he created us to bear through gospel grace. And God uses both the presence and the
absence of children in the lives of his daughters as a primary tool of conforming us
to Christ.
Single woman watching your biological clock tick away, I encourage you to look
today at your longings through the lens of the gospel. You don’t have to deny your
longing or talk yourself into a happy attitude for all the good things you can do
without kids. It’s OK to mourn the loss. God said children are a blessing. But after
the fall, we do not all get to experience that blessing. The gospel makes up the difference. While you are disappointed in deep ways and that disappointment is real,
you will one day sit with Jesus in heaven profoundly content with his work in you
through this disappointment. In heaven, you will have no longing for something
you missed. You will not be disappointed. May confidence in that hope sustain
you.
Married woman experiencing infertility, I encourage you with similar words.
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People can be callous with their words, especially in the church. But believe in confidence that God in this very moment loves you with a deep love. You may feel
estranged from him, knowing that he has the power to give you that sweet infant
that he has given so many around you. It seems like he is dangling a desire in front
of you, teasing you with it. But understand that unfulfilled desire is a tool he uses to
give you even better things—things of himself that you cannot know in easy ways.
Believe in confidence that this time of waiting is not just a holding pattern with no
discernible value, but it too is a blessing, albeit in disguise, as it increases your
strength to run and not grow weary and to walk and not to faint. Wait on the Lord,
dear sister, in confidence.
And mom who fails her children regularly (because that’s everyone else), preach
the gospel to yourself this day. If you have any grasp on your reality, you are likely
painfully aware of every failure you’ve made with your children. And maybe you
are fatigued by the fears of future failure as well. It’s okay that your children expose
your own sin. In fact, it’s the mom who doesn’t seem daily aware of her failures
that most concerns me. Christ has made the way for you to be at peace. If you
sinned against your kids, ask their forgiveness. If you are kicking yourself for your
failures, preach God’s grace to yourself. Don’t learn to live with your sin—don’t
embrace it with the attitude “that’s just how I am.” But don’t deny it either. Be honest about it. You sinned. You confess. God forgives. You get up and walk forward
in confidence. It’s called gospel grace, and THAT is the legacy to leave your children.

A Baptist Catechism: Teaching Biblical Truth in an Orderly Way.
Each week, for approximately the next two years, we will be including in the bulletin a catechism question, answer, scripture sources and occasionally in the earlier
questions, an explanation to equip families in teaching the truths of God’s word.
This will be a slightly revised version of The Baptist Catechism first put forth by Baptists in 1689 in Great Britain and patterned after the Westminster Catechism. As we
teach the whole counsel of God, we will be showing our children that the Bible is
true and trustworthy, and we will “give instruction in sound doctrine and also confute those who contradict it,” Titus 1:9.
For further reading on the whole counsel of God, read
http://www.desiringgod.org/messages/believe-the-whole-counsel-of-god .
If you’d like a hard copy of the entire Baptist Catechism, go to
http://www.desiringgod.org/articles/a-baptist-catechism and print it out.
This week’s question is on page 15.
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How to Interpret Your Life Events to
Experience Peace and Joy
It is not the facts of our lives that bring us trouble or blessing, but our interpretation of them.
By Mark Altrogge
We do not live by the facts of our experiences, but by the ways that our interpretations
have shaped those facts for us…. Whatever trouble [life] brings to us is essentially caused
by the wrong thinking we bring to it.” –Paul David Tripp, Lost in the Middle
It is not the FACTS of our lives that bring us trouble or blessing, but our
INTERPRETATION of them.
We can interpret a painful trial in various ways.
Interpretation #1: God is not good. He doesn’t care about me. This interpretation will not bless you, but bring you trouble.
Same trial, Interpretation #2: Though this is extremely painful, God is sovereign, loving and good. He has ordained this trial ultimately to display his glory and
conform me to Christ. He never does me evil, only good, so in the end, this is for
my good. This interpretation will bless you.
In Genesis 45, Joseph reveals himself to his brothers who have not seen him since
wickedly selling him into slavery almost 20 years earlier:
And Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still alive?” But his
brothers could not answer him, for they were dismayed at his presence. So Joseph said to his brothers, “Come near to me, please.” And they came near. And
he said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. And now do not
be distressed or angry with yourselves because you sold me here, for God sent
me before you to preserve life. For the famine has been in the land these two
years, and there are yet five years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. And God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to
keep alive for you many survivors. So it was not you who sent me here, but
God.” (3-8)
Joseph’s amazing interpretation: Though you sold me here, ultimately it was God
who sent me before you to provide for you and your families in this famine. So it
was not you who sent me here, but God.
Later, after their father died, his brothers again feared Joseph would take revenge.
But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, for am I in the place of God? As for
you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that
many people should be kept alive, as they are today.” (Gen 50:19-20).
Joseph interpreted his brothers’ sins against him as ordained by God to get him to
Egypt, where as Pharaoh’s right hand man he could provide for them in famine.
Joseph saw their sins as being under the control of his sovereign, loving God who
causes evil to work for his glory and the good of his people.
Whatever the facts of your life, look to the Lord and his Word for the interpretation. Trust God’s interpretation and put your hope in him.
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Who Is the “Fool” that Denies God?
Not Who You Think
By Sean McDowell, Ph. D
A few summers ago I was doing my “Atheist Encounter” at a large student Christian camp in the Midwest. While the interaction with the audience sometimes gets
heated (since I role-play an atheist, after all) the students in this session were far
testier and argumentative than normal.
About 20 minutes into the session, a girl stood up and said, “Mr. Atheist, I want
to read you something.” I replied, “Okay, what is it?” And then she read me Psalms
14:1: “The fool says in his heart, ‘There is no God.’”
“So, are you calling me a fool since I don’t believe in God?” I asked. And then to
the applause of the young crowd, she said, “Yes, you’re a fool for being an atheist.
That’s what the Word of God says.”
The Fool Who Says There Is No God - Sadly, to counter my (role-playing) arguments for atheism, she resorted to personally attacking me with an ad hominem.
This is bad enough in itself, but the worse part is that she misunderstood the point
of Psalm 14:1!
The point of the Psalm is not that atheists are fools. King David is not simply
saying that those who deny the existence of God are foolish. He is not making a
general condemnation of atheists, or any other particular group who rejects the
God of Israel. He is making a different point.
In The Expositor’s Bible Commentary on Psalms, Willem VanGemeren explains:
“The ‘fool’ (nābāl) is neither ignorant nor an atheist. The word ‘fool’ is synonymous with wicked. It reflects the wisdom tradition where the ‘fool’ aggressively and
intentionally flouts his independence from God and his commandments. The
wicked were fools when they acted corruptly, shamelessly, and in willful disregard
for the ways of God. The opposite of ‘fool’ is ‘wise,’ or one who understands.”
In Psalms 14:1, David is not saying that he who believes in God is wise and he
who rejects God is a fool. This may be true, but it’s not his point.
The wise person is someone who believes in God and lives accordingly. The fool
is someone who follows human wisdom over divine wisdom, and thus chooses the
path of wickedness. When it is understood this way, it is clear that the Psalmist is
not merely speaking of those who reject belief in God (atheists), but also believers
who live selfish lives independently of God and His ways. How ironic!
This should be a sobering thought for Christians. It’s easy (and maybe even comforting) to point at others as the fools. But David wrote the Psalms for God’s people to first reflect on their own lives and to appropriately worship God. If God does
exist, then rejecting His existence and desires for how we live is the height of foolishness. Yet it is also foolish to claim to believe in God, but to live as if God is absent.
Rather than being quick to point fingers at others, and to condemn them as fools,
we Christians would do well to first ask ourselves a few questions: Could we be the
fools David discusses in Psalms? Although we claim to believe in God, do we practically live this out? Does our theology match our practice? And in what ways can
we become wiser?
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Missionary of the Week
Tony & Sharon Gould
South Carolina
Tony and Sharon have spent their entire marriage in
ministry. Tony pastored for years, and upon his retirement he and Sharon set off to South Africa to teach and
work at a Bible School. That phase of their ministry over,
from their home base in South Carolina, Tony fills a pulpit when needed and takes opportunities to speak and
teach the Word whenever he is able. He teaches a Bible
study every Wednesday night. His passion for teaching is
hard to match. Sharon, always the helpmeet and administrator, has worked to transfer
all of Tony’s recorded teaching onto CD so it can be used to teach today. She is active
in their church and the local Pregnancy Center.
Thank you for your prayers:
1.

Tony is teaching a Wednesday evening Bible class on the Doctrine of the Holy
Spirit. It is so encouraging to see 40 or more students come with their Bibles, notebooks and desire for in-depth Bible study. Pray Tony stays strong and able to continue.

2.

Union Bible Institute, South Africa, has finally received permission from the South
African Government to offer a 4 year degree of Theology, and 25 students are in
the program. It took many years to accomplish this.

3.

Pray for more preaching opportunities in the Sumter area. We are always ready to
go wherever God calls us.

4.

All of their neighbors have still not recovered from the flood a couple of years
back. Pray for the seniors who are living in motels, with family, or in rented property.

5.

Their daughter, Debbie, is undergoing radiation for a type of lymphoma. She is
undergoing 15 radiation treatments since Thanksgiving. She has a 90% chance of a
good result. She is a nurse, and plans to work as long as she can. Also pray for her
husband and three children.
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Bible Reading Schedule

Sunday School Classes &
Descriptions

May 2017

Adult
“Revelation” - Organ Side Overflow
Room: Matt Coleman
“Chronological Survey of the Bible” Fellowship Hall: Bob Dimmitt
The Gospel & Personal Evangelism - Youth
House: Steve Posner

1

John 1-2

2

John 3-4

3

John 5-6

4

John 7-8

5

John 9-10

Students & Children
Babies - Room 3: Kay Stanford &
Saundra Bridges
1s & 2s - Room 24: Michael & Ruth
Kleinpeter/Danny & Kamee
Roberson
3s & 4s - Room 25: Emily Wise, Susan
Su, Donna Martin
Kindergarten, 1st & 2nd Grade - Room
200: Jimmy & Angie Creech
3rd-6th Grade Boys - Room 202: Ric
Zittrouer & Richie Mills
3rd-6th Grade Girls - Room 204: Kelly
Zittrouer, Mary Ann Fowler, Amy
Horton
Youth Guys - Room 206: Tim Wade,
Bobby Deloach, & Nick Herring
Youth Girls - Room 207: Sona Bailey,
Jessica Dimmitt, & Lauren Wade

6

John 11-12

7

John 13-15

8

John 16-18

9

John 19-21

Weekly Catechism Question

20 Acts 27-28

10 Acts 1-3
11 Acts 4-5
12 Acts 6-8
13 Acts 9-10
14 Acts 11-13
15 Acts 14-16
16 Acts 17-19
17 Acts 20-21
18 Acts 22-24
19 Acts 25-26
21 Eccl. 1 & Colossians 1

Question 1:
Who is the first and best of
beings?
Answer:
God is the first and best of beings.
Scripture:
Isaiah 44:6; Psalm 8:1, 96:4,97:9;
1Samuel 2:2

22 Eccl. 2 & Colossians 2
23 Eccl. 3 & Colossians 3
24 Eccl. 4 & Colossians 4
25 Eccl. 5 & Philippians 1
26 Eccl. 6 & Philippians 2
27 Eccl. 7 & Philippians 3

!

How can you use these questions? Make
them part of your family Bible study routine or during dinner as conversation
starters. It is our prayer that you persevere “in building a stable and firm generation who hopes in God”.

28 Eccl. 8 & Philippians 4
29 Eccl. 9 & Ephesians 1
30 Eccl. 10 & Ephesians 2
31 Eccl. 11 & Ephesians 3
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Nursery May 14

10:30 A.M.
Babies:
Shelma Lewis, Jeanie Groover.
Toddlers - 4 year olds:
Karrie & Lindsey Walker/
Steve & Linnea Posner.
6:00 P.M.
Sona Bailey, Cindy Dimmitt/
Shawn Champion, Linda Walker

VBS Volunteers Needed!
Our VBS this year, Operation Arctic, will
take place June 19 - 23! We are lining up
the helpers we need, and we want to put
you to work! Talk to Angie Creech, Cindy
Wise, or Janice Donaldson, and let them
know where you would like to serve. Note
that if you will be working directly with
children, you must have taken the Reducing the Risk class. Thanks in advance for
your prayers and help!

W

e can rest confident in the fact that
nothing will happen to us in this
world apart from the gracious will of a
sovereign God. Nothing.
David Platt

Video and audio recordings of the
messages are available for listening or
downloading from

Nursery May 21

10:30 A.M.
Babies:
Mary Fowler, Kay Stanford.
Toddlers - 4 year olds:
Jimmy & Tammy Kicklighter/
Nick Herring, Emily Wise, Allie Mills.
6:00 P.M.
Janice Donaldson, Ceci Sheffield/
Sharon Boaen, Kathlyne Creech

Ushers May 14

10:30 A.M.
Billy Waters, Buddy Bacon,
Reggie Brown, Jimmy Kicklighter
6:00 P.M.
Jimmy Donaldson, Ron Fowler

Ushers May 21
10:30 A.M.
Bucky Lanier, Jack Moore,
Mike Morris, Danny Roberson
6:00 P.M.
Dean McCraw, Cole Morris

www.fabchurch.com/sermons
For Hearing Impaired
If you have difficulties hearing, we have
listening aid devices available. Ask any
of the ushers, or the technician in the
sound booth, if you are in need of one of
these devices.
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Sunday Greeters - May 14
Lisa Rowe, Janice Donaldson

May Lock-Up Deacons
Bobby DeLoach, Mickey Fell

