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Wow! Where do we begin?!? So much has been happening at Lincoln Lake
this year. A challenging but AMAZING summer camp season, new building
projects going on everywhere, old camp friends being hired on as yearround staff, record attendance at our men’s and women’s retreats, and so
much more. In the following pages, we will do our best to get you up to
speed on what has become a year to remember here at camp.
But the thing we are trying to say more than ever… “Jesus loves you”. Our
Savior came to this planet, to redeem His enemies. “While we were still
sinners, Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:8). 2017 has become a milestone
year for many who have trusted Christ as Savior. It’s become a year of
hope for many who have been freed from addictions. And a year of
comfort for those who have suffered loss. As 2018 approaches, we want to
testify that God is good and does good.
We are entering our 80th Year of ministry, and our message remains the
same. Jesus is the answer. His love never fails. His mercy and compassion
are beyond understanding. His sacrifice on our behalf is enough. Trust Him
today. And without further ado, our fall newsletter!
Jim Lockwood
Executive Director

Est. 1938-2018

From summer camp to so
much more!

——————————

Summer 2017

Study . Pray . Obey . Testify
“No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to mankind. And God is faithful; he will
not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide
a way out so that you can endure it.”
1 Corinthians 10:13 (NIV)
This summer, we had the opportunity to minister to almost 700 campers who came through our
doors! Our counselors, support staff, and volunteers all did a wonderful job caring for our campers
and showing them the love of Christ. Our chapel speakers spoke truths from the Bible that both encouraged and challenged the campers and staff.

“It was the last week of the summer camp season, and the very last chapel service on Friday
evening. I was in the back of the chapel and per request of the speaker ‘What a beautiful
name’ softly began to play during his closing prayer. I remember as he shared the desire
Christ has for us as His adopted to come to Him.
Flash back to Wednesday of this same week, a camper approached the counter I was running
during Camp Store Night. “Ms. Kim! I have something important to tell you!” - as if it was
Christmas morning and her information was a gift she began to tell me of that morning’s
chapel. Then her next few words were precious, incredible and spoken with bold confidence.
“Jesus saved me today!!” At first I had no words, just joy. Then came the high fives and hugs.
This is the art of camp. I was humbled to be a part of how God was working.
The summer sun was setting and shining into the windows of the old beautiful chapel, and
this same soul, just very recently saved, worshiped with all her heart. I sang out passionately,
knowing I was doing so alongside even some of the newest believers and warm tears filled my
eyes. The summer of 2017 was a trying one for so many here; a failed well, 100% humidity on
95 degree days, and the occasional homesick campers. Some trials bigger than others, but
God’s provision remained the same.
Being an intern comes with responsibility and it would be easy to slip into a mentality of grin
and bear it. The full time staff here does an excellent job at protecting me from that. On days
when I feel undeserving of this position or unqualified I got back to ‘testify’, and how God’s
work has been done here not just in very real ways this past summer, but for the past 80! He
is still actively seeking and saving the lost, and calling me to follow Him in obedience, both for
His glory and purpose for my life. “
Kim Green, 2017-2018 Intern
Of FBC Lowell

A Look Back On 80
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“Driving into the camp gates and seeing the sun shine through the trees, sending rays
of light onto the chapel is one of the best ways to start a fall day. It’s never lost on me how long
the Father has been using this place. My own history here started in the 80’s, entering 2nd grade,
finally old enough for a week at Lincoln Lake. I ate my camp meals in the old dining hall sitting
at picnic tables with my cabin mates. Monday lunch was grilled cheese. Every year. For 10
years. Box hockey and the pavilion were the hot hang out spots. The camp bell woke us each
morning and signaled the start and finish of camp events. My canteen treats were purchased
in the corner hut of the Quonset from a window I slid my canteen cards through. Now and
Laters, Charleston Chews and Pop Rocks will always be “camp” to me. The paper punch was
alive and strong, popping little circles around at canteen and the craft room. I made leather
bookmarks and bracelets that I have to this day. I painted plaster projects and had an
impressive collection in my childhood bedroom. I still sing “Bold as a Lion, Brave as a Bear”
when my mind wanders. It’s programmed in there. “Little by Little, Inch by Inch” has been my
mental playlist on many difficult runs. Significant spiritual decisions and lifelong relationships
started here. I am forever grateful for the ministry here and for the privilege of being a part of it
today. “ Teri Marsman, Camp Registrar
So much has changed over the last decade alone. Former camper and now intern
Jordan Steiner shares his highlights over the last decade:
“From the first week I remember coming as a 7 year old, I remember being terrified to leave my
mom. Luckily she was the camp nurse. I remember the excitement of the zip line, meeting new
friends and thinking it was the best camp. I couldn't wait to return the next summer. Over the
course of my time as a camper, the most memorable for me was high school water sports. I
was able to spend most of the week on the water tubing, wakeboarding, and water skiing. The
biggest thing that kept me coming back was that each year I came, I left knowing and loving
Christ more. I have seen many things improve. The chapel has changed many times during my
time here, but the way it is now is by far my favorite. One of the coolest changes from camper
to Intern has been Glowball, I remember the hype as a kid stepping into the Quonset with my
whole cabin glowing from head to toe. As an intern and program director this past summer I
was actually able to run Glowball for campers with the same excitement. More of the campus
is being used now which is cool to see, and one of my roles during this internship is campus
upkeep. To steward all of what the Lord has provided over the years is a continual reminder of
His goodness and faithfulness. I am grateful to be a part of it.”

Doug Compton, Trustee
Alpine Baptist Church
Susan Foster, Trustee
First Baptist Church of Middleville
Phil Severn, Trustee
First Baptist Church of Lowell

Member Churches

Campus Update

The campus has changed quite a bit over the years, but one thing has
remained, a passion for the next generation to see and know Christ.

One of the newest additions this fall: the well house!
Sometimes campus improvements need a little nudge. We received
the nudge for some much-needed infrastructure improvements earlier this
year. At the beginning of our summer camp season, the main well at camp
gave out. This posed a significant threat to the summer camp season, but
also to the long-term needs of the camp. In response to the need, the
membership voted on a comprehensive water supply system upgrade. The
upgrades included new wells, water filtration, and a new addition to an old
building.
A new “well house” addition was put on the western side of the Quonset
Hut. The new design allowed for safer access and easier control over campus
water supply lines. While a small shack would have been enough to fulfill the
function, the location in center of camp called for something more
comprehensive. In addition to the well house and indoor storage space, the
roof was extended to cover the entrances to the Quonset hut. Additional
lighting, generous landing areas and an updated exterior façade bring a
new vibe to our beloved old tin can. Many thanks to Gary VanTuinen for his
countless hours on this project and to those who gave generously to see this
project come to fruition on an incredibly short time table. Our Quonset has
been home to tabernacle, snack shack, glow ball and boot hockey for many
years. The addition of the well house will be a huge change for those who
have known the building since the log bench days.

“Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move
you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you
know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.”
1Corinthians 15:58 (NIV)
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Mr. Gary VanTuinen of Good News Baptist
Church put in many hours of manual labor
on this well house! Every camp needs a guy
like this! We are so thankful for the work he
does for the Kingdom!

Brett Beimers

Staff Focus

Q: Where are you from?
A: I grew up in Belmont, MI. I
attended West Cannon Baptist
Church and Rockford Public
Schools (Go Rams!).
Q: What would you like people
to know about you?

Welcome Back!
Brett has been an exciting addition to the staff the last 5 months. We say
welcome back, because many may not know or remember his time here at Lincoln
Lake during the summers of 2006 and 2007. He was able to counsel both those
years and they continue to have an impact on him and his appreciation for camp. “I
love how people from very different backgrounds who may never have met outside
of camp can become best friends from their shared experience.”
Growing up attending West Cannon Baptist Church played a role in him
understanding the magnitude of Christ working through the local church. He spent
quite a bit of time here this summer not only working in the office, but out talking
with both campers and staff. He enjoyed driving the pontoon to the icebox on hot
days...which resulted in him visiting the snack-shack for a red PowerAde. He loves
time spent with family and coaching for the Rockford High School football team.
His skill set is of vast variety and we appreciate all of them. Whether it is in
organization, maintaining most of the ‘behind the scenes’, to encouraging those
whom work along side him, he is an extraordinary part of the team here at Lincoln
Lake!

Summer of ‘07

Summer of ‘06

A: I married the love of my life,
Janelle, in 2009. We have
adopted 4 beautiful children
and hope to have number 5
adopted soon. We have been
licensed foster parents since
2012 and enjoying talking
about our experiences and recruiting new foster parents. I
love sports, especially football.
Go Green!
Q: What is your history with
Lincoln Lake?
A: Janelle convinced me to
counsel in 2006. I counseled
again in 2007. I attended some
events as a youth leader over
the years as well. I participated
in a few flag football tournaments and took home one
championship!

Lake Effect 2018

Registration is Live!

LAKE EFFECT 1:
JAN 12-14, 2018
LAKE EFFECT 2:
JAN 19-21, 2018
LAKE EFFECT 3:
JAN 26-28, 2018
LAKE EFFECT 4:
FEB 9-11, 2018
LAKE EFFECT 5:
FEB 23-25, 2018
LAKE EFFECT 6:
MAR 2-4, 2018

Definitions of Lake Effect:
1. a meteorological phenomenon in which warm moist air rising from a body of
water mixes with cold dry air overhead resulting in precipitation especially
downwind” — Merriam-Webster

2. a weekend during the cold winter months in which you come to Lincoln
Lake and experience the following and more 

Hearing God’s word



Indoor 9-square



Worship



Coffee and cocoa at Káfés



Playing board games



Indoor badminton tournaments



Sitting by the fireplace



Small group time



Night tubing



Snowball fights



Indoor hockey in the Quonset



Delicious food

Whether you are a student or a
leader, Lake Effect is a retreat to
hear truth and grow closer to our
God.

Women's Retreat

Speakers
APRIL 20-22

MARK & DIANE SHAW

“Let the message about Christ, in all its richness, fill your lives. Teach and
counsel each other with all the wisdom he gives. Sing psalms and hymns
and spiritual songs to God with thankful hearts.” Colossians 3:16 (NLT)

As we gear up for Spring 2018, we are excited for what is in
store! As most of you know, our Flourish retreats have always
been a huge blessing to many West Michigan women. Therefore,
we have decided to offer two weekends. Both weekends will be
stocked with baked goods, coffee, and cozy space to share with
your friends!
Flourish is designed to bring Christ to the center of not only
our own hearts, but those around us. This is a great opportunity to
cultivate relationships with other ladies you may not always have
a chance to spend time with. We would love to see the local
church continue to grow through women thriving in life through
their freedom in Christ.
The speakers that will be encouraging those that come are
near and dear to our hearts. We are already praying for all who
come. Please consider joining us!
For any questions regarding Flourish, please contact us at—Office@lincolnlake.com

Pastor Mark and Diane Shaw
(Calvary Baptist Church of Greenville, MI) are no strangers to Christian Camping, or to Lincoln
Lake. These friends of ours have
served as volunteers, speakers,
event coordinators, and Board
Chairman. The camp staff is
blessed to attend Calvary, and
learn under the excellent preaching and discipleship there.

APRIL 27-29

LINDSEY FELDPAUSCH
We know the rules... never have a
women's retreat speaker twice in a
row. Last year Lindsey was such a
blessing to our camp staff and to
the guests at Flourish. We are delighted to have her back for our
second weekend of Flourish!
A Weekend for Women (18 and up)

“You will show me the way of life,
granting me the joy of your presence
and the pleasures of living with you forever. “ Psalm 16:11 (NLT)

SUMMER

A Look Ahead

LLBYC
15113 Lincoln lake Avenue
Gowen, MI 49326
616.984.2125
Lincolnlake.com

Full Schedule Online Now!

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram for updates on upcoming events and
a peek in to the day-to-day activity at camp. Post your favorite pictures of
your own time here and let others know about your experiences at Lincoln
Lake. Connect with others who are part of our camp community. We are
blessed to have a great camp family and we love to hear from you!

“Lincoln Lake exists as an outreach of
the local church, using the unique
atmosphere of camping to evangelize
and disciple individuals through the
Word of God.”
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