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in the loop 
THANK YOU 2016 SUMMER STAFF 

The Summer 2016 season was a huge event here at Lincoln Lake.  We have seen more 

guests on campus this summer than any previous year.  With so many guests, many 

hands are needed to meet needs.  We are still thanking the Lord for bringing a solid sum-

mer staff to minister here for 10 sessions of camp.   

Summer camp is exhausting and requires much of those who seek to serve here.  We are 

thankful that our staff  was faithful in rising early, preparing and serving meals, caring for 

each camper, and modeling Christ’s love for us.  It is no easy task to encounter many 

differing personalities on one team, work with hundreds of children, and still seek to 

honor the Lord through it all.  This is part of what forces growth in each staffer here every 

summer and this year was no exception.  Our prayer is that the work that was started here 

in each heart would continue as each headed in different directions at summer’s end.   

Thank you for your prayers for Lincoln Lake this Summer Camp season.  We are already 

planning what next  year will look like and praying that the Lord would again draw in 

hearts that are eager to serve in camp ministry next summer.   

WINTER MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES 

THE REUNION: (12/31/16) We are inviting all of our friends to join us at the 3 Mile Pro-

ject in Grand Rapids for a time of pure energy.  We will have TONS of activities and a 

time to encourage you and your students to seek the Lord in a big way for 2017.  Students 

will enjoy a HUGE variety of activities for their enjoyment.  Basketball, Volleyball, Octo-

ball, Bubble Soccer, Movie Theaters, Reball (indoor paintball) for everyone, Arcades, 

Game Room, Skate Park, Food and so much more!  Join us for a great night together.  

LAKE EFFECT: Join us for an amazing weekend of LAKE EFFECT!  A flexible schedule 

allows your group to choose a 2 or 3 day retreat.  We provide 3 chapel sessions on Friday 

and Saturday. Saturday night and Sunday allows youth pastor and chaperones to connect 

and process as a group.  Due to a huge 2016 attendance, we are hosting 7 (!) weekends of 

Lake Effect. (dates listed on page 2) Our activities include our indoor hockey on the ice in 

the Quonset, night tubing on our lighted hill, indoor 9-square in the air, coffee and cocoa 

in the game room, as well as  our themed challenges.  Saturday afternoon provides 

enough time for you to play some snow football, win the hockey tournament or warm up 

by the fire in the game room.  Enjoy tons of opportunities to connect with your friends 

and youth group!  Find more info and register for THE REUNION and LAKE 

EFFECT at our website. 
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“The first summer I was here, I fell in love with what Lincoln Lake is 
about and what God is doing at Lincoln Lake.”-Kelsey Nolle 

Q: Where are you from? 

A: I am from Alton, Illinois. 

Q: What would you like people to know about you? 

A: I love building relationships with people and getting to know them.  I enjoy playing 

almost any sport, any outdoor activity, and I also enjoy playing board games. 

Q: Why did you want to be at Lincoln Lake year-round? 

A: The first summer I was here, I fell in love with what Lincoln Lake is about and what 

God is doing here at Lincoln Lake.  After the first summer I spent here, I believed that 

God was calling me to something different outside of Alton, Illinois.  I didn’t know where 

or what God was moving me towards, but I knew that no matter what it was I wanted to 

be there.  As it grew closer to the summer of 2016, it began to look like involvement at 

Lincoln Lake was a strong possibility.  Through a long period of waiting, at least what 

seemed long to me, it became clear that God was leading me here.   

Q: What is your favorite thing about camp? 

A: I would say that my favorite thing about camp is the opportunity to build relationships 

with campers and staff.  This is something that is hard for me to decide on at times, be-

cause I like it all.  

Q: What are you most looking forward to this year? 

A: I am most looking forward to having the opportunity to build relationships with oth-

ers, to grow in Christ, and to see God use me in any way He sees fit to bring glory to Him-

self. 

KELSEY NOLLE, GUEST SERVICES INTERN 

GETTING TO KNOW KELSEY 

As the Lincoln Lake facilities are be-

ing used more and more on weekends 

and year-round events, the decision 

was made to bring an additional staff 

member on board.  After several in-

terviews with prospective interns, the 

final decision was made. 

Join us in welcoming Kelsey Nolle as 

the 2016-2017 Guest Services Intern 

at Lincoln Lake!  Kelsey served on our 

summer staff in 2015 and 2016.  We 

are excited to have her here over the 

next year. 

Kelsey is responsible for hosting and 

serving guest groups at camp each 

weekend.  Her constant supervision 

over each weekend will help make 

time spent at Lincoln Lake even more 

enjoyable for each guest.   

A  wide range of responsibilities will 

keep Kelsey hopping.  She will reside 

on campus and will be a familiar face 

when you spend time at camp.  She 

plans to attend Calvary Baptist in 

Greenville while she lives at Lincoln 

Lake. 

LAKE EFFECT 2017 

 

Lake Effect 1, January 6-8 

 

Lake Effect 2, January 13-15 

 

Lake Effect 3, January 20-22 

 

Lake Effect 4, February 10-12 

 

Lake Effect 5, February 17-19 

 

Lake Effect 6, February 24-26 

 

Lake Effect 7, March 3-5 

 

$70/students 

$40/leaders 
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SIEGEL CHAPEL FEELS LIKE HOME AGAIN 

Submitted by Teri Marsman 

As a camper during the 80’s and 90’s, one of the best things at camp was singing at the top 

of my lungs during chapel time.  Tom Moss would play the piano as Bill Moss led songs with 

the overhead projector.  The light coming through the stained glass windows was always 

beautiful.   The arches and decking made it feel like such a sacred space.  I sat on the girl’s 

side of the chapel in wooden pews and waited for the osculating fan to blow my way.   

The first summer I sent my daughter to camp, I took a peek into the chapel doors and was 

surprised by what I saw.  The chapel was turned sideways and the platform was on the east 

wall.  The pews were gone, the stained glass was covered up and there were television 

screens hanging from the ceiling.  Talk about change!  I learned that the new format lent 

itself to flexibility and allowed the campers to be closer to the platform, a popular seat lay-

out of the 2000’s .  This format worked well at camp and was all my own children knew.  

Until this year. 

This past winter a renovation took place in the chapel that brought the classic layout back, 

but includes other changes.  The stained glass is still visible on the outside from the south 

end of the chapel, but you won’t see it from the inside.  Heat loss during the winter has not 

made the glass practical for winter exposure.  A new platform has been constructed and a 

sound booth was installed atop the rear of the sanctuary.  Teachers and speakers are able to 

utilize the updated technical equipment to enhance their presentations.  Worship songs are 

led with the new sound equipment.  Once again the center aisle runs down the middle of the 

chapel.  There is air conditioning.  Air. Conditioning. 

The best reason for all the change?  The Siegel Chapel needs to seat more campers at one 

time. This is required due to the growing attendance for Summer Camp and retreats.  The 

2016 campers where the first to enjoy chapel services in the updated space.  We praise the 

Lord for 10 weeks of biblical instruction, worship, and activities in a comfortable space.  

Thank you for your gifts of support that make updates possible.  As thousands of guests pass 

through the facilities of Lincoln Lake each year, constant upkeep and needs are addressed.  

We continue to prayerfully plan for the best use of what the Father has blessed us with. 

LINCOLN LAKE 

MEMBER CHURCHES 

 Alaska Baptist Church,     

Caledonia 

 Alpine Immanuel Baptist 

Church, Comstock Park 

 Berlin Baptist Church, Marne 

 Calvary Baptist Church,     

Greenville 

 Colon Baptist Church 

 Emmanuel Baptist Church, 

Coral 

 Faith Baptist Church,   

Greenville 

 First Baptist Church, Alto 

 First Baptist Church,       

Cedar Springs 

 First Baptist Church,      

Howard City 

 First Baptist Church, Lowell 

 First Baptist Church,       

Middleville 

 First Baptist Church, 

Newaygo 

 First Baptist Church, Portland 

 First Baptist Church, Stanton 

 Forest Hills Baptist Church, 

Grand Rapids 

 Good News Baptist Church, 

Grand Rapids 

 Green Corners Baptist 

Church, Belding 

 Hastings Baptist Church 

 Maplelawn Baptist Church, 

Wyoming 

 Oakfield Baptist Church, 

Rockford 

 Rice Lake Baptist Church, 

Grant 

 Standale Baptist Church, 

Grand Rapids 

 Temple Baptist Church, Ionia 

 West Cannon Baptist 

Church, Belmont 

A view from the rear of the Siegel Chapel at Lincoln Lake. 
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Summer fun at Lincoln Lake 

SUMMER CAMP 2017 

 

June 1-11  

Summer Staff Training 

 

June  12-17  

Spurt Camp, grades 2-4 

 

June 19-24  

Junior  Camp, grades 4-6 

 

June 26-July 1  

Combo Camp 1, grades 2-6 

Wilderness Camp 1, grades 7-12 

 

July 10-15  

Middle School Camp 1, grades 6-8 

 

July 17-22  

Middle School Camp 2, grades 6-8 

High School Camp, grades 9-12 

 

July 24-28  

Day Camp, ages 4-8 

Wilderness Camp 2, grades 7-12 

 

July 31-August 5  

Wilderness Camp 3, grades 7-12 

 

August 7-12  

Combo Camp 2, grades 2-6 

 

Online Summer Staff Application 

and Summer Camp Registration 

go live on New Year’s Day. 

SUMMER CAMPER SPONSORS/SCHOLARSHIPS 

After dodging the threat of rain and thunderstorms , we were able to hold Lincoln Lake’s 

Renovation Race on September 10.  The funds from this annual event are set aside specif-

ically for renovation projects at camp.   

It was a pleasure to see faces of former staff and many who are former campers that now 

send their own children to Lincoln Lake.  There were even funds turned in by friends who 

were not able to attend but still wanted to take part in this event by collecting pledges and 

completing a 5k run on their own time.   

We are thankful for the friends and families that walked, ran, and rode bikes for pledges.  

Your support makes positive change possible at Lincoln Lake.   

Each summer we receive phone calls from 

parents who would love to send their child 

to camp but are not able to due to a finan-

cial barrier.  We always want a home 

church to have the first chance to bless 

these families, but what about the families 

with no home church?  Through funds 

donated to Lincoln Lake for summer 

camper sponsorship, we have been able to 

bless some of these families with a week of 

Christ-centered camp.  When we are able 

to host these children, we are able to share 

Christ with them.  Lives are changed at 

Lincoln Lake!  We have heard about the 

changes and we are thrilled to be a part of 

it.   

Additionally, we are honored to minister 

to the children who earn scholarships 

through their local churches to attend 

summer camp.  Thanks to AWANA, Youth 

Group, and Sunday School scholarships, 

we are able to minister to campers who 

would not otherwise be able to attend.  

Thank you for your support of our camp-

ers and their families!  

LINCOLN LAKE SILENT AUCTION 

RENOVATION RACE 

Our Silent Auction has been paired with the Family and Friends Banquet for the last few 

years.  This year, we decided to dedicate a separate night on the camp calendar for guests 

to gather and bid on their favorite items with all proceeds going to the camp.  We opened 

the Siegel Chapel to welcome guests on the evening of September 10.  For some, it was 

their first time seeing the newly renovated space.  

We were blessed by donations made by local businesses and individuals that made a great 

lineup of items to bid on.  It’s always fun to see the feisty side of those who keep close tabs 

on the bid sheets.  During the bidding window, guests enjoyed a soup, salad, and sand-

wich dinner provided by the owner of Uncle Cheetah’s Soup Shop in Grand Rapids. 

With gratitude, we are able to report that the Silent Auction and Renovation Race raised a 

combined total of over $10,000 for the work at Lincoln Lake.  If this sounds like some-

thing you’d like to get in on next year, keep an eye on our website and Facebook page.  

We’d love to have you join in the fun!   4 



Save the date for the 2017 Family and Friends Banquet, March 30 and 31, 2017 

Part of the excitement at Lincoln Lake’s Renovation Race is finding out who will be sing-

ing “I’ve got a Golden Ticket” on their way home.  We are grateful for each of our partici-

pants and have the privilege of awarding the top fundraiser in each category with a ticket 

that may be used at any and all Lincoln Lake events throughout the upcoming year.  

That’s one year of free Summer Camp and all camp retreats at Lincoln Lake! 

Congratulations to the 2016 Renovation Race Golden Ticket Winners! 

Richard Wolthuis 

Hannah Cushman 

The Stevenson Girls, pictured right 

We appreciate the work that went into raising pledges and we look forward to hosting you 

throughout the upcoming  year! 

Each year we open the doors of the Roy 

Botruff Lodge to welcome guests to our 

Lincoln Lake Family and Friends Banquet.  

Thanks to the generous support of many, 

this is our largest fundraiser of the year 

and is an essential piece of the financial 

health of Lincoln Lake.  

It is our pleasure to announce the dates 

for the upcoming banquet evenings, 

March 30 and March 31, 2017.  Please set 

aside an evening to enjoy fellowship with 

friends, hors d’oeuvres, and a lovely din-

ner, followed by an opportunity to hear an 

update on what our year has looked like at 

Lincoln Lake.   

Consider hosting a table, filling it with 

your camp loving friends, and blessing 

Lincoln Lake with your financial support.  

Contact the office to request a host packet.  

You will receive invitations and infor-

mation about filling this important role. 

We look forward to sharing this time with 

you! 

GOLDEN TICKET WINNERS 

FAMILY & FRIENDS BANQUET 2017  
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LLBYC 

15113 LINCOLN LAKE AVENUE 

GOWEN, MI  49326 

616.984.2125 

LINCOLNLAKE.COM 

 

“Lincoln Lake exists as 

an outreach of the local 

church, using the unique 

atmosphere of camping 

to evangelize and disciple 

individuals through the 

Word of God.” 

CONNECT WITH LINCOLN LAKE ONLINE 

Check out our website for updates on all events and happenings at Lincoln Lake.  You will 

find answers to frequently asked questions about retreats and summer camp.  There are 

suggested packing lists for our overnight events and sample itineraries so you know what 

to expect during your time at the lake.  Look into volunteer opportunities and seasonal 

employment openings as they become available.  Find updated schedules, pricing infor-

mation, availability for our events, and much more.  Stay in the loop and know how to 

pray for us as ministry continues the whole year through at Lincoln Lake. 

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram for updates on upcoming events and a peek in to 

the day-to-day activity at camp.  Post your favorite pictures of your own time here and let 

others know about your experiences at Lincoln Lake.  Connect with others who are part of 

our camp community.  We are blessed to have a great camp family and we love to hear 

from you! 

 

 

PLEASE  

PLACE  

STAMP  

HERE 

 

 

LLBYC 

15113 Lincoln Lake Avenue 

Gowen, MI  49326 

 

616.894.2125 

 

office@lincolnlake.com 

 

Jim Lockwood, Executive Director 

Tom Shaw, Director of Operations 

Micah Steiner, Director of Ministries 

Teri Marsman, Registrar/

Communications 

Kelsey Nolle, Guest Services Intern 

 


