
Predestination comprehended within 
God’s Providence

This service is a wonderful pause from the busyness that 
can distract us throughout our journey through the Lenten 
season. From the world’s perspective the season seems to end 
in death. But as Christians journeying through this season, 
we see after Jesus’ final hours on the Cross that His tomb in 
actuality becomes the “womb” of our destiny to live in “a 
better garden than the first man lost.”
When we are christened into the life of Jesus Christ we are 
given a new name, God’s name. We become inheritors of 
the promises from our loving Father and predestination 
is to be comprehended within the loving embrace of this 
providence.  
Predestination does for man what man cannot do for 
himself. God-man leveled the playing field of all mankind, 
saints and sinners alike. As Dean McKeachie stated last 
week, “The question is not why do bad things happen to 
good people. The question is why do good things happen 
to bad people.” All men fall short of the glory of God.  The 
answer to the question of how to lead a saved life is not 
found in asking “what would Jesus do, but what did Jesus 
do? God predestined the first Adam to be righted by the 
second Adam precisely because He knew the very nature of 
His creation. 
In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God 
sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through 
him. In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he 
loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. I 
John 4: 9-10
God loved us first before we were ever formed and in 
His omniscience He predestined our Salvation because 
He loved us. 
Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in your book were written, every one of them, the days that were 
formed for me, when as yet there was none of them. How precious to me are your thoughts, O God! How 
vast is the sum of them! If I would count them, they are more than the sand. I awake, and I am still with 
you. Psalm 139:16-18 
This was God’s plan from the very first. 

March 22  Penitence: “My Grace is Sufficient”

March 29  Power: “Strength in Weakness”

April 5   Patience: “Already/Not Yet”

April 12  Paradise: “Life out of Death”
   with Holy Communion
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March 19, 2017
The Third Sunday 

in Lent

8:00 a.m.
Holy Communion

8:45 a.m.
Parish Breakfast*

8:50 a.m.
Praying for St. Andrew’s*

9:15 a.m.
Christian Education*

for all ages

9:15 a.m.
Youth Confirmation 

Class*

10:30 a.m.
Morning Prayer*

10:50 a.m.
Preschool Second Hour 

Sunday School*

11:15 a.m.
Optional Elementary 
Children’s Program 

during sermon*

5:00 p.m.
Evening Prayer

6:30 p.m.
Youth SNL

at the Movies

* Nursery

Lectionary
Exodus 17:1-7

Romans 5:1-11 

John 4:5-26(27-38)
39-42

Psalm 93

Wednesdays in Lent | “Springtime of Salvation” 
March 8 - April 12 | Noon | Lunch after the service



Honor a loved one by ordering a Lily at $25 per person to adorn the 
church at Easter.   Please complete and return to the office no later than 

Monday, April 10, 2017.
  

     
Name: _________________________________________________________        

Phone:_________________________________________________________ 

Email: _________________________________________________________

    

Inscription:

     In memory of: __________________________________________________

     In honor of: ____________________________________________________

     In thanksgiving for:  ______________________________________________

  Type of Payment:    ____ Cash       ____ Check      ____ Online   
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Please complete and submit to the Parish Office as soon as possible.
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Children’s Ministry: Launching into Lent
by Judy Mayo

I am grateful to Andrew Nicewander for presenting his ideas for Lenten 
family devotions around a “Lenten wreath,” complete with hymns and 
prayers, this past Sunday, to our parents and Sunday School teachers. 
As he mentioned in the meeting, families can certainly adjust these 
devotions somewhat or sing other favorite hymns or songs if they wish. 
This is a general outline which the Nicewanders have enjoyed with their 
four children. Thank you, Andrew! Children will have the chance to 
design Lenten wreaths at church the coming two Sundays, and they will 
bring instructions home for using these wreaths. It goes without saying 
that burning candles should never be left unattended, and parents 
should always be present with children during these devotional times. 
The following was compiled by Andrew Nicewander.

  Lenten  Wreath | For Families with Children
The Lenten Wreath is related to the Advent Wreath. Advent is a gradual 
increase of light in preparation for Christ’s birth. Lent is a gradual loss 
of light in preparation for Christ’s death. The light of the Lenten wreath 
decreases (just as the Advent Wreath increases). The intent is to be a 
reminder that the same baby whom we anticipate at Advent is the same 
man who dies on Good Friday and is raised again on Easter Day. A 
continuation of the Great Story.  

Two ways of structuring the Wreath
First: 9 Candles: 5 candles for Lent; 1 for Palm 
Sunday; 1 for Maundy Thursday; 1 for Good 
Friday; and 1 for Easter Day.
Second:  The last 3 could all be considered a 
“Trinitarian” Paschal Candle: 7 Candles; 5 candles 
for Lent; 1 for Palm Sunday; and 1 for Easter Day.

Structure of the Liturgy
Lighting the Candles
Prayer: Either a Collect from the Book of Common Prayer (usually for 
that given week) or else an opening prayer by member(s) of the family
Reading Story for the given week: For small children, the Jesus 
Storybook Bible is a great resource and is what we use in our “liturgy”.
Blowing out of Candle: Blow out the candle for that week only.
A Hymn or Song: Family’s preference
Prayer: The Lord’s Prayer
Blowing out of all Candles: Have the children blow out all 
candles to conclude the Liturgy.

Week 1 – The 40 Days of  Noah’s Flood -Light all candles.
 Pray the BCP collect for the First Sunday in Lent.
Read the story of Noah’s Flood: JSB – “A New Beginning” or Genesis 
7:11-8:3. Blow out the candle for Week 1.
Week 2 – The 40 Years of Moses’ Wanderings: Light Candles 2-9.
Pray the BCP collect for the Second  Sunday in Lent.
Read the story of Moses: JSB – “God to the Rescue!” or Exodus 2:11-25.
Blow out the candle for Week 2.
Week 3 – The 40 Days of Moses on Mt. Sinai: Light candles 3-9.
Pray the BCP collect for the Third Sunday in Lent.
Read the story of the Ten Commandments: JSB – “Ten Ways to Be 
Perfect” or Exodus 24:12-18. Blow out the candle for Week 3.
Week 4 – The 40 Years of Israel’s Wanderings: Light candles 4-9.
Pray the BCP collect for the Fourth Sunday in Lent.

 Read the story of Israel’s Wanderings: JSB – “The Warrior 
Leader” or Numbers 14:20-35. Blow out the candle for Week 4.
Week 5 – The 40 Days of Jesus’ Fast: Light candles 5-9.
Pray the BCP collect for the Fifth Sunday in Lent.
Read the story of Jesus’ time in the Wilderness: JSB – “Let’s Go!” or 
Matthew 4:1-11 or Luke 4:1-13.  Blow out the candle for Week 5.
Week 6 – Jesus’ Entrance into Jerusalem: Light candles 6-8.
Pray the BCP collect for Palm Sunday.
Read the account of Jesus’ Entry into Jerusalem: Luke 19:28-40
Suggestion:  make palm leaves and perform a processional 
around your house. Blow out the candle for Palm Sunday.
Maundy Thursday– The Last Supper: Light candles 7-8.
Pray the BCP collect for Maundy Thursday.
Read the account of the Last Supper: JSB – “The Servant King” 
or Luke 22:7-23. Blow out the candle for Maundy Thursday.
Good Friday – The Crucifixion: Light candle 8 only.
Pray the BCP collect for Good Friday.
Read the story of Jesus’ Death: JSB – “A Dark Knight in the 
Garden” or John 19:1-30. Blow out candle 8 before singing. Pray 
the Lord’s Prayer in darkness.
Holy Saturday – Jesus in the Tomb: Start in Darkness.
Pray the BCP collect for Easter Even.
Read the story of Jesus in the Tomb: JSB – “The Sun Stops 
Shining” or Matthew 27:57-66. 
Light the Paschal Candle only, after sundown.
Blow out the Paschal Candle.
Easter Day – Jesus is Risen: Light all candles.
Pray the BCP collect for Easter Day.
Read the story of Jesus’ Resurrection: JSB – “God’s Wonderful 
Surprise” or John 20.
Detailed instructions are available from Judy Mayo.

Farewell to The Johnson Family
We are so grateful to Elaine Johnson and her teen daughter, 
Mallory, and also to her college-age daughter, Alison, for their 
wonderful assistance in our preschool Sunday School program 
since September 2013.  They are all dedicated Christians who have 
grown to love all our young children and their families. Their last 
Sunday to serve at St. Andrew’s will be March 26. Please join us 
at a luncheon honoring the Johnsons on Sunday, March 26, from 
12:00 to 12:45 pm. in Youth Room 3 in Ryan House. 

Mite Box Offering
This year our Lenten mite box offering will benefit Iglesia San 
Miguel. As most of you know, San Miguel has many, many 
pressing needs, and our parish has partnered with this mission 
congregation on a number of endeavors these past years.  With the 
Lord’s guidance and under the fine leadership 
of the Rev’d Canon Sergio Diaz, San Miguel 
has done amazing things in reaching out with 
the Lord’s love and compassion right there 
in its neighborhood. The Lenten mite box 
offering is for ALL ages.  The ingathering 
of the boxes will be on Palm Sunday. Pick 
up a mite box at church.
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Clues for Reading Music
“Come before His presence with singing!”  Psalm 100:2

Sing to Him, sing praises to Him; tell of all His wondrous works!” Psalm 105:2
“...singing and making melody to the Lord with all your heart.” Ephesians 5:19
 “Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord all the earth.” Psalm 96:1
 God tells us over and over; “sing!” He doesn’t say “sing beautifully.”  “Sing if you are gifted.” “Sing if you can 
handle the high notes.”  No, God just says “SING.” In fact, the Bible tells us that we are “a people for God’s 
own possession, and created to sing his praises.”  (1 Peter 2:10.)
There are over 170 biblical references to singing.
What’s the big deal about singing? Scientists wondered, too. Research has shown that singing fires up the right temporal lobe 
of the brain, releasing endorphins and oxytocin. This relieves anxiety and stress, making us happier.  Singing gets much needed 
oxygen to the brain, making us healthier. It turns out that singing is good for us, inside and out.
When we sing with others this effect is amplified.  We begin to feel connected and unified, and our heartbeats actually become 
synchronized. Singing together in worship strengthens our faith as it strengthens our bond to each other.
Babies hum as they nurse. Mothers sing lullabies. Children sing about “itsy bitsy spiders” or tease with the universal tune to 
“nanny-nanny-boo-boo.”  Why do we become intimidated somewhere along the way, believing that singing is only for the 
musically gifted? Singing is for everyone; no one is excluded.
This week, try leaving the car radio silent. Make your own music. Sing your own song. Start with “Mary had a little lamb” or even 
“Nanny-nanny-boo-boo!” Keep singing till you find yourself singing to the One who created you to sing!
 (if you need a little help getting started, Come to Clues for Reading Music that meets on Wednesdays at 10:00. This group is 
learning to be comfortable reading music and singing the hymns for the coming Sunday. All are welcome!)
Many people today think they cannot sing, but God says we are a people for God’s own possession and created to sing His praises. 
1Peter 2:10 Come to a gathering of other curious people  who are eager to learn or improve their notereading skills and no longer be 
too intimidated to sing. Open to ALL. We are learning to make a joyful noise unto the Lord. For more information contact Glenda at 
grobinson@st-andrew.com or call  817-320-8460 or just drop in.

St Margaret’s Guild Blessing Day
St. Margaret’s Guild members are a group of women who have 
dedicated their time and talents to stitching for the Lord and St. 
Andrew’s. Their efforts contribute to the beauty of the church 
and the experience of worshiping in the beauty of holiness. 
Please take time to admire the fruits of their dedication. 
Nineteen needlepointed kneelers are presently in our church 
and five more will be dedicated on March 26th at the 10:30 
service. All Guild stitchers are asked to sit as Group at front 
of church in reserved pews. They will be blessed  during the 
service and the completed kneelers will be blessed immediately 
following the Service.  All commissioners, stitchers and 
interested members are requested to stay for the blessing. 
In appreciation for their dedicated work, all stitchers  are 
invited to a luncheon in Koslow Library immediately 
following the dedication. If you wold like to become a stitcher 
or commission a blanket or kneeler or rsvp to the luncheon 
please contact Danielle Sunbarger at dsunbarger@gmail.com. 
Thank you to all the devoted stitchers and commissioners of each 
beautiful work.

4

Th e  S h o p  at   St. Andrew’s
Proceeds from your purchases support the ministries at St. Andrew’s. 

Come in this Sunday and select from our Lenten devotionals. 
Bread and Wine: Readings for Lent and Easter, An unparalleled anthology 
of reflections for Lent and Easter. Lent is a time for self-denial, soul-
searching, and spiritual preparation, traditionally observed by daily 
reading and reflection. This collection will satisfy the growing hunger 
for meaningful and accessible devotions. Culled from the wealth of 
twenty centuries, the selections in Bread and Wine represent the best 
classic and contemporary Christian writers.
Lent for Everyone: Matthew, Year A: A Daily Devotional, by N. T. Wright, 
provides readers with an inspirational guide through the Lenten season, 
from Ash Wednesday through the week after Easter. Popular biblical 
scholar and author N. T. Wright provides his own Scripture translation, 
brief reflection, and a prayer for each day of the season, helping readers 
ponder how the text is relevant to their own lives. By the end of the 
book, readers will have been through the entirety of Matthew, along 
with Psalm readings for each Sunday. Show Me the Way: Daily Lenten 
Readings, by Henri J. M. Nouwen. Nouwen invites readers to join him 
on a 40-day Lenten path as fellow pilgrims, from the solemn beginning 
of Ash Wednesday to the joyous climax of 
Easter. This inspirational “search for the 
way” speaks directly to the heart during this 
time of reflection and prayer.
We have a variety of  beautiful baptismal 
gifts and Easter whimsies to fill a basket. Not 
to mention our bunnies that will delight 
adults as well as children. Remember a gift 
from The Shop at St. Andrew’s is a gift that 
truly gives twice.
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Saint Andrew’s Episcopal Church
917 Lamar Street Ft. Worth, Texas 76102 
817-332-3191, Fax: 817-332-9724 
Email: church@st-andrew.com

SAINT ANDREW’S MESSENGER is published every other 
week by St. Andrew’s Parish. Periodical postage is paid at Fort 
Worth, TX. USPS 5898-90.

Periodical postage is paid at Fort Worth, TX. 
USPS 5898-90.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 
917 Lamar Street Fort Worth TX 76102.

The Rt. Rev’d Jack L. Iker, D.D. 
 Bishop 
The Rev’d Canon Ronald L. McCrary 
 Priest-In-Charge
The Very Rev’d William N. McKeachie 
 Vicar for Parish Ministry
Scott Perry   Interim Dir. of Student 
   Ministries
Jason Runnels, PhD  Choirmaster
Glenda Robinson  Organist
Amanda Daily   Cellist
Judy Mayo   Dir. of Children’s 
   Ministries
Marsland Moncrief  Liaison to Women’s 
   Ministries
Peggy Rush   Editor/Publications

Mission Statement

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church exists to worship God in 
the beauty of holiness and in Spirit and truth; to win the 
lost to Jesus Christ and disciple every believer; to equip and 
empower every member for ministry; and to spread God’s 
kingdom through charitable, righteous works locally and 
globally.

Altar Flowers
The greenery for Sunday, March 19 is 

given to the glory of God 
at the Church altar

in memory of Roy & Harriet Gallagher 
and Larry Gallagher

at the Chapel altar 
in memory of Carrie Newton 

(“Taddie”) Gunn

and at the Children’s Chapel altar
in thanksgiving for the baptism of 

Virginia Grace Toole, granddaughter of 
Diane and Wade McMullen

• 

Prayer Chain Requests
Names may be submitted to Patti 
Parrish at parrishuc@mac.com or 

call St. Andrew’s office 
and leave a message on 

extension 3501. This 
is a secure extension. 

Permission should 
be obtained before 

submitting the name 
of someone other than 

oneself.

For More Information on Events
please visit our webpage at 

www.st-andrew.com 

Follow us on Twitter
          @standrewsfw

Join us on Facebook 
           facebook.com/standrewsfw                     

Breakfast is served at 8:45 on Sunday 
mornings in Moncrief Hall. Come feed 
your bodies, then feed your souls at the 
Sunday Adult Education Hour.
Jeff Anderson explores biblical 
passages in which the Lord 
reveals, emphasizes, 

and utilizes the beauty of the ordinary. Our God loves us in the 
mundane as much as in the miraculous, and we can appreciate His 
hand in life’s common gifts. 

Sunday Adult Education 
9:15 until 10:15 a.m. 
in Moncrief Hall

Common Glory

Women’s Thursday Morning 
Bible Study will not meet on 

Thursday, March 23.

We will resume our study of 

Listening for God
by Priscilla Shirer

on Thursday March 30 at 9:30 a.m. 
in Moncrief Hall.

Great Books
Next Monday, March 20 | 6:30 p.m. 

in Koslow Library | Dinner & Discussion
Join us in our Great Books study of Pope’s Essay on 
Man March 20th, at 6:30 p.m. in Koslow Library, for 
dinner and unfettered discussion! Reserve your place 
and your copy of Pope’s poem (suggested donation: 

$6.00) by e-mailing Alann Sampson (asampson@st-andrew.com).

In the Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries  the very foundations of human self-
understanding in the Western tradition began to be shaken to their very core. In 
England, the beginnings of this development, this new “wave” or “paradigm” in terms 
of which to “vindicate the ways of God to Man” are most memorably expressed, albeit 
also criticized, by Alexander Pope (1688-1744) in his poem entitled Essay on Man.  
Roman Catholic though he was, he suggests that what appears inscrutable about the 
Universe must be explicated rationally, according to the laws of Nature, which, indeed, 
are not only the basis of Man’s duty to strive to be virtuous but also the only basis of his 
ability here and now to attain virtue. “Know then thyself, presume not God to scan / 
The proper study [only Science] of Mankind is Man.”
But is this traditional Christian faith or, rather, is it the first step onto what has been called 
the “banana peel” of the slippery slope of Deism and, ultimately, Atheism?


