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WELCOME TO OUR
GUESTS
We are delighted that you have
chosen to join us today. Stop by the
Information Counter in the lobby so
we can greet you and answer any
of your questions!
Sunday School - 9:00 a.m.
Worship - 10:15 a.m.
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Worship Connect Impact

PRELUDE CHORUS
Though He Slay Me

WELCOME

Scripture of the Month:
Jeremiah 17:9

CALL TO WORSHIP
1 Timothy 1:17

WORSHIP THROUGH SINGING

Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise
The Nursery is for children ages 3
and under. It is located to your left
Yesterday, Today, and Forever
(off the lobby) where quality care
Be Unto Your Name
is provided throughout the entire
Though He Slay Me
morning. Nursing mothers have
a special room—please ask the
PRAYER
nursery workers.
Parents
with Children in OF
Worship
A
PUBLICATION
NORTH PARK APOSTLE’S CREED
should know that there are
Children ages 4 through 2nd grade are
EVANGELICAL
CHURCH
helpful resources at thePRESBYTERIAN
Children’s
now invited to Children & Worship in Room 207
Resource Table in the back of
the Sanctuary.
OFFERTORY
Today’s Message is available on
Please sign in all family members
our website (www.northparkepc.
on the attendance register. First-time visitors
org), via podcast, and CDs are
are asked to fill out the entire form.
Memory Verse:
available for a feeSeptember
of $3.00 by
filling out a request form in the
MINISTRY HIGHLIGHT
church office.
Burke
- Mission to
Ireland
Worthy are You, our Lord andKatie
God,
to receive
glory
Hearing Aids which are linked to
honor
and power, for You created
all things,
our soundand
system
are available.
PRAYER
If you wishand
to tryby
one,Your
stop bywill
the they existed and were created.
Information Counter.
SONG
–
Revelation
4:11
Worship Song Sheets Available
We Believe
We have paper copies of our
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On August 13, I began my sermon with an ill-timed, ill-advised
illustration in which I contrasted the Confederate generals – Lee and
Jackson (both church officers), with Union military leaders, suggesting
that the losers in that sad war were the more righteous, at least
by appearance or by their own perspective. The poor timing of the
remarks related to the debacle in Charlottesville which happened the
day prior. Even still, I can see the illustration I used may have been
ill-advised as it could seem to diminish the relevance of the slavery
issue, concerning which the Union leaders were surely on the correct
side. A few other thoughts on this:
1. I grew up in the deep South, albeit Florida where the Civil War was
not as historically significant as it is in other Southern states. The
narrative I was taught was that the war was over slavery and the good
guys won. Honest Abe was the hero. I later learned that the factors
leading to war were more complex, and the characters on both sides
were a combination of positive and negative traits. That the slavery
issue was a relevant factor still seems obvious.
2. The only specific story I remember of Robert E. Lee is one that
portrays him as kneeling with a black man at a communion rail when
doing so was considered extraordinary. So, in some respects, he
was an anti-racist. Yet, he still owned slaves, as did Washington and
Jefferson. This was such a huge blind-spot for some of our national
founders. Charlottesville, I learned, was the location of the events in
August because the city government was taking down statues of Lee
and Jackson. Is that appropriate? Wise? Hard to say. Scripture helps
us understand that even the best among us are highly flawed and
ultimate honor is reserved for God.
3. Racial hatred is a blight on our world. It is an expression of human
depravity that has led to untold grief. Our calling as believers is to
treat all humans as image-bearers, equally worthy of esteem. Living
by that conviction is the challenge for us, in our homes, our churches
and our society.
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For the whole Law is fulfilled in one word, in the statement, “You
shall love your neighbor as yourself.”
Galatians 5:14

Did You Know?

Did you know that STEVE BENSON has taken a job in ADMINISTRATION with LA ROCHE COLLEGE….. that JEFF KLENK was

elected to the board of Disciple Makers, an international church-planting agency…..that the longest moustache on

MASURIYA DIN of India, 102 inches…..that Gary Anderson's son, DAVID, is a student at Grace Seminary
in Indiana…..that BRUCE ALLISON is retiring as Stated Clerk of the Presbytery of the Alleghenies…..that Karoline
record is that of

Karlsson of Sweden was in a coma 32 years and came back to consciousness to live another 42 years….that our annual

Summer Missions lunch was moved back to September 24…..that we are getting new carpet in the downstairs entry-

way and hallway…..that our summer paint project led by TERRY MEENEGHAN was executed successfully on August 12…..

that the lowest body temperature ever recorded in a human was 60.8 for Vickie Davis of Milwaukee who was found

unconscious in her unheated apartment in sub-zero weather, but was restored to 98.4 in 12 hours….that ADAM BRIGHT,

ANDY STITES and DAN DUPEE led our Sunday worship teams while BROOKE HOPKINS was away in August…..that DAN and
CAROL DUPEE'S twin sons are now living in Colorado and Arizona….that the largest kidney stone ever reported was 12
lbs, 14 ounces in an 80 year-old woman in London in 1952….that BRANDON PAYNE just started a new job as counselor
at PA Distance Learning Charter School…..that MANDIE PAYNE is a first-grade teacher in the Blackhawk School
District…. JIM LUDWIG plays softball in a senior adults league…..that the world record for tattoos is held by Vivian
“Sailor Joe” Simmons of Canada who was marked by 4,831 tattoos….that those who read the FYI have 13% fewer
tattoos than those who do not?.…. Did you know these things? I thought you should.….

Youth Group Schedule for September
3

NO Youth Group

- 8:30 P.M.
10 6:30
First Youth Group
of the Fall

– 8:15 P.M.
14 7:00
Small Group

Middle School Boys'
at the Fairfield's House

- 8:30 P.M.
17 6:30
Youth Group

– 8:30 P.M.
27 7:00
Small Group
High School
at the Church

– 8:15 P.M.
28 7:00
Small Group
Middle School Boys'
at the Fairfield's House

– 8:30 P.M.
13 7:00
Small Group
High School
at the Church

P.M.
24 6:30-8:30
Youth Group
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MISSIONS TRIP REPORT

Missions Trip Report

BY TAYLOR BROWN

On July 29, a team from our youth group
embarked upon a week-long missions trip to
Providence, RI. This team consisted of nineteen
students and three adult leaders. During our trip,
we partnered with a missions agency named
Praying Pelican Missions (PPM) and Sanctuary
Church, which is made up of three “neighborhood
parishes” throughout the city of Providence.
Both PPM and Sanctuary kept our team very
busy throughout the week as we ran a VBS for
local children and helped serve the homeless
at Providence Rescue Mission. I was extremely
proud of our students as I witnessed them
build tight relationships with the children who
attended the VBS on a daily basis. I lost count
of how many times I heard NPC students
sharing the gospel with kids who had little to no
knowledge of Jesus Christ. We were able to assist
the Providence Rescue Mission in a variety of
ways: food distribution, painting, cleaning, and
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organizing a clothes drive. By God’s grace, new
friendships were formed and existing bonds were
strengthened among the members of the team
through this amazing week together. I personally
want to thank everyone who financially supported
this missions endeavor and prayed for our team’s
safety and success.

GET INVOLVED AT NPC

Sunday, September 24
Right after Worship in the Blue Room

NPC
Trap Shoot

Plan to stay after Worship to enjoy
a pot-providence lunch and to hear
reports from our great summer
missionaries. Learn more about
what the Lord was doing with your
NPC friends in:
• Haiti
• Rhode Island
• Kenya
• and more
Details will be in upcoming bulletins.
No childcare provided.
A-L: Bring a Side Dish or Dessert

WHEN: Saturday, September 23 from 10:00 a.m.
to 2:00 p.m.
WHERE: Gospel Fellowship Church, Rt. 8
between 228 east and west.
WHO: Anyone men and women, boys
and girls age 11 and up. Invite your friends and
neighbors.
COST: $15.00 per person. This will cover clays,
shells and food.
No experience required. We will train you and
teach you all the safety lessons for proper
handling of a gun.
Contact Dawson Haytock at dhaytock@gmail.com
for more information.

M-Z: Bring a Main Dish
Contact Pastor Ben at
benburkholder@northparkepc.org
for more information.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL

Sunday School

Faith of the Founding Fathers: Theology, Devotion, and
Worship in the First Five Centuries of the Church

with Dawson Haytock
The history of the Christian church spans over two millennia. The
first centuries of the church not only dealt with persecutions from
an adversarial society, but also with its own internal controversies
from which it formulated doctrines and creeds that still guide
the faith of the church today. Join with your fellow Christians in
studying the wisdom and devotions of some of the great thinkers
in church history.

Visions of the Promised Land

with Dale Wiggins
Throughout scripture we see God giving promises to His people
regarding a Promised Land where He would dwell among them.
As Christians, the Spirit of God dwells within us so even as we
live in anticipation of an eternal Promised Land with God we
experience a glimpse of that relationship in this life. In this study
we will examine God's promises from Genesis to Revelation,
considering the Promised Land that awaits us as well as the vision
of that Promised Land that we are experiencing right now.

Sundays at 9:00 a.m.
Begins September 10
6

Spiritual Disciplines and Spiritual Growth for Women

with Jen Burkholder
Have you ever gotten frustrated with your attempts to grow
spiritually? Maybe you've tried to establish regular times of prayer
and Bible study in your routine but have grown discouraged
in your efforts. Or maybe you've never attempted any regular
spiritual disciplines. Let's come together to either discover or
deepen our understanding of the role of spiritual disciplines in
our growth. We'll explore how we can participate with the Holy
Spirit in the work He is doing to form us into the image
of Christ.
Philippians 2:12-13 (NKJV) “Therefore, my beloved, as you have
always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my
absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it
is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure.”

Practical Apologetics

with Ben Burkholder
Have you ever wished you could defend your faith better,
especially in casual conversation? Then plan to join us for this
class. We will be looking at some of the many arguments one
can use to defend the Christian faith. More than that, however,
we will get to implement the ideas and things we are talking
about with each other in the classroom. Thus, this will be both an
intellectually stimulating yet immensely practical time as we seek
to become better witnesses to the grace of God demonstrated
in Christ.

Children's Ministry Update
By: Jill Benson

The school year is officially upon us! Sunday School will start September 10 and
the 2017-18 teachers are excited to dive into God’s word with our North Park kids.
Here’s what our children will be studying this Sunday School year.

3 & 4 Year Olds: Room 206. Play Curriculum with

Mrs. Holly Fairfield and Mrs. Stacy Altmyer.

5 & 6 Year Olds: Room 208. Imagine Curriculum

with Ms. Bonnie George and Ms. Susan O’Leary.

1st & 2nd Grades: Room 302. Wonder Curriculum
with Ms. Susan Burke and Mrs. Joyce Kish.
3 - 5th Grade Girls: Room 309. Pre-Teen Ministry

Curriculum with Mrs. Leslie Van Newkirk.

3 - 5th Grade Boys: Room 301. Marvel Curriculum
with Mr. Rob O’Brien.

We will finish up our last Summer Children’s Worship
lesson on September 3 (Labor Day) and then our
Children and Worship curriculum will resume on
September 10. Our stories this year will focus on
Jesus’ life, leading to His death and resurrection
and moving from there to the ministry of the
early church.
Remember that some children will be moving to
new classes and nursery rooms this fall! Parents
will get a letter in the mail with their child’s room
assignments for Sunday School and during the
worship service.
If you have any questions, contact Jill
at jillbenson@northparkepc.org
or 412-367-5000, ext. 227.

TREKKERS: ARMOR UP AND STAND STRONG!
BY: SHELLY MCGLOTHLIN
Jesus is the Way

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 17 KICKS OFF ANOTHER YEAR OF TREKKERS, AND WE’LL BE STUDYING EACH PIECE OF
THE ARMOR OF GOD MENTIONED IN OUR KEY MEMORY VERSE: EPHESIANS 6:10-18. STUDENTS IN GRADES 3-5
ARE WELCOME TO JOIN US ON THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EACH MONTH (EXCEPT DECEMBER) FROM 4:30-6:30 P.M.
FOR A TIME OF LEARNING, FUN, FOOD AND FELLOWSHIP! HOW CAN I HELP? I’M GLAD YOU ASKED!

YOUTH VOLUNTEERS:
ONE OF THE GOALS OF TREKKERS IS TO GROW RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN OUR ACTIVE YOUTH GROUP MEMBERS
AND OUR UPPER ELEMENTARY STUDENTS. THEREFORE, WE’RE ALWAYS LOOKING FOR YOUTH HELPERS. ANY
STUDENT IN GRADES 6-12 WHO IS INTERESTED IN HELPING WITH TREKKERS SHOULD EMAIL BRANDON AND
SHELLY MCGLOTHLIN AT shelly.mcglothlin@gmail.com.
ADULT VOLUNTEERS:
ARE YOU WILLING TO SHARE A STORY FROM YOUR FAITH JOURNEY WITH OUR STUDENTS? WOULD YOU LIKE TO
PLAN AND LEAD A SERVICE PROJECT, SUCH AS OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD OR PACKING LUNCH BAGS FOR
LIGHT OF LIFE? ARE YOU WILLING TO PREPARE A MEAL OR SPECIAL SNACK FOR OUR TREKKERS KIDS?
DO YOU WANT TO JOIN BRANDON AND SHELLY AS A LEADER AND TEACHER? IF ANY OF THESE NEEDS APPEAL
TO YOU, EMAIL shelly.mcglothlin@gmail.com TO CHAT AND GET MORE INFORMATION.
PRAYER WARRIORS:
EPHESIANS 6:18 SAYS, “AND PRAY IN THE SPIRIT ON ALL OCCASIONS WITH ALL KINDS OF PRAYERS AND
REQUESTS. WITH THIS IN MIND, BE ALERT AND ALWAYS KEEP ON PRAYING FOR ALL THE LORD’S PEOPLE.”
WOULD YOU JOIN US IN PRAYING FOR OUR TREKKERS STUDENTS AND VOLUNTEERS? WE’RE EXCITED TO EMBARK
ON THIS YEAR’S STUDY OF THE ARMOR OF GOD!

TREKKERS DATES:
SEPTEMBER 17
OCTOBER 15
NOVEMBER 19
JANUARY 21
FEBRUARY 18
MARCH 18
APRIL 15
MAY 20
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FAMILY OF THE MONTH

Family of the Month: Skillens
BY KELLY LAIRD
The Skillens, Dick, Sandy, Ben and
Tim, are our September Family
of the Month. Dick and Sandy
have been at North Park Church
since 1990, so you can say they’ve
been around and seen their share
of things! They are members
of the Karpiak/VanSickel care
group. Sandy says, “It has been
a wonderful, loving group that
has prayerfully and physically
supported us in times of need. We
enjoy bible study and we have marvelous cooks in our group, so
we also enjoy some times that are just fun. It is a genuinely loving
and caring group." Isn’t that what care groups should be? Praise
God for good friends and fellowship.
Let’s look at the members of this solid family. We’ll mix it up
this month and go in no particular order, starting with Ben. Ben
is the oldest child, at twenty-six years of age. A Biology major
and graduate of Grove City College, Ben is currently working
at Concordia Lutheran Ministries. He has hopes to further his
education and work in the medical field. Ben is an avid latemodel dirt track racing fan. He loves trivia, college football,
movies, reading and pizza. Next up is Sandy, the lovely wife
of twenty-seven years to Dick. Sandy grew up in the Fineview
neighborhood of Pittsburgh and has worked as an executive
secretary for multiple companies. The couple met on a blind date
set up by Dick’s sister-in-law who worked with Sandy. The couple
has worked together in student ministry here at the church.
Sandy has been caring for both her parents and Dick’s dad and
serves on the meal ministry. Her hobbies include reading and
tending to her flower garden. The youngest Skillen is Tim, who
is twenty-four years old. Tim is a graduate of the University of
Dayton with a degree in Mechanical Engineering. He’s currently
working in ministry at Target Dayton, a homeless ministry. Tim
enjoys basketball, cooking, music and books. Last up is the head
of this household, Dick Skillen. Dick grew up in Sarver, PA
and has an Associate Degree through the Western Pennsylvania
Carpenters. He currently works for Easley and Rivers, Inc. He has
been a carpenter for forty-three years and has worked at
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E & R for all but ten of those. He has
worked on many commercial buildings in
the Pittsburgh area over the years. Some
interesting jobs have been the PNC
Tower, the Galleria in South Hills, Heinz
Field, St. Killian’s Church in Cranberry,
CAPA, Andy Warhol Museum, and
many hospitals, including UPMC
Passavant, UPMC Children’s, and the
Veterans Administration Hospitals. Dick
has been a deacon and currently helps
on the Campus Advisory Team at our
church. Ask him about the 1970 Mach I Mustang that he and the
boys have been restoring.
A typical day for the Skillens is a very early rise, enjoying dinner
together, walking neighborhoods in Pittsburgh for exercise, doing
chores together as family and simply enjoying each other’s
company. Sandy, Dick and Ben live in Gibsonia and Tim lives in
Dayton, Ohio.
One of Dick's favorite verses is I John 3:16: “This is how we know
what love is: Jesus Christ laid down His life for us. And we ought to
lay down our lives for our brothers.”
Sandy’s is Lamentations 3:22-24: “The steadfast love of the Lord
never ceases, His mercies never come to an end; they are new every
morning; great is Your faithfulness. The Lord is my portion, says my
soul, therefore I will hope in Him.”
As you enjoy learning about this family, take a minute to pray for
them, that doors would open for Ben to have the opportunity to
further his education as a Physician Assistant, and pray for their
family - for wisdom and love as they care for Dick's dad who now
lives with them.

SEPTEMBER COMPASS

Compass:
"Seeing God in Creation"
BY DAVID SNOKE, PH.D.

For September's Compass event,
we want you to invite people
from outside our church to join
us, especially if they are wrestling
with the integration of faith and
science. We will have a full Professor
from the University of Pittsburgh's
Astronomy & Physics department
giving a lecture on the compatibility
of scientific study and religious
reflection on the natural world. He
brings both first rate science and a
vibrant Christian faith together, and
we hope you will enjoy it.

We are going to be catering the meal from
Chick-fil-A. For members of the church, we will charge
$5 per person. All guests, will be free of charge. Pick
up cards to invite your friends at the table in the lobby.
Childcare will be provided for children 0-3 years and
alternative programming will be available for children
ages 4 through 2nd grade during the lecture portion.

WHEN:

Wednesday, September 13 from 6:00 - 7:45 p.m.

WHERE: North Park Church in the Blue Room
600 Ingomar Road, Wexford, PA 15090
PLEASE SIGN UP AND PAY AT THE TABLE IN THE LOBBY.

UPCOMING COMPASS EVENT:
OCTOBER 25: Reformation Celebration
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WOMEN'S PRECEPTS

Women's Precepts:
The Book of Acts
BY AMBER STITES

"Brethren, join in following my
example, and observe those
who walk according to the

"

pattern you have in us.

Philippians 3:17
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Do you know that the Bible is FULL of patterns
and examples to follow, and that God has given
us, in His Word, an instruction manual for life?
Have you ever read the gospels and longed for
the physical presence of Jesus? I do. However,
Jesus himself said,

“But in fact, it is best for you that I go
away, because if I don’t, the Advocate
won’t come. If I do go away, then I will
send him to you.” John 16:7
Are you curious to learn who the Advocate is
and why having Him is “best”? Would you like to
know what it means to be a disciple of Christ?
How you should be living? And what God has
called you to be and do?

If you are curious about these things, we would love
to have you explore the answers with us as we study
the Book of Acts this year in our women’s Monday
morning Precepts study.

FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

Precepts is an inductive study that has homework
throughout the week. (There is a lot of grace and
you are welcome even if you don’t finish your
homework!!!) After you have done this personal
study of God’s Word, we get together to discuss
what we have learned from our homework over the
week. We also get know one another, pray for one
another, encourage one another and build genuine
friendships. Over the past few years, Precepts has
been such a gift to me, a gift of accountability to be
in the Word of God and of relationship building.

We meet from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
each Monday morning, starting on
September 11, to study God’s Word together.
We would love to make many new friends
and have you join us! Please sign up a the
Information Counter.
Contact Amber Stites at amberd@stites.org or
at (412) 445-9211 if you have any questions.

McCandless Community Days
North Park will be at the McCandless Community
days this year. We will be there to invite people to our
upcoming events and be present in the midst of our
community. In order to do this well, we will need a
team of volunteers to help us in two hour shifts.
If you can offer some time for us, please, sign up at
the Information Counter. Email Pastor Ben for more
details: benburkholder@northparkepc.org.

MOMS Fellowship
Fall Schedule
SEPTEMBER 6: Meet at 9:15 a.m. in Room 110
SEPTEMBER 8: "Moms Night In"
Moms Fellowship Kick Off
SEPTEMBER 20: Meet at 9:15 a.m. in Room 110
OCTOBER 4: Drop off kids at NPC.
Meet at Panera Bread in McCandless Crossing.
OCTOBER 18: Cumberland Crossing Visit
NOVEMBER 1: Meet at 9:15 a.m. in Room 110
NOVEMBER 15: Cumberland Crossing Visit
NOVEMBER 29: Drop off kids at NPC.
Meet at First Watch in McCandless Crossing.
DECEMBER 13: Meet at 9:15 a.m. in Room 110

WHEN: Saturday, September 9 from 12:00-8:00 p.m.
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