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PRELUDE CHORUS 
Though He Slay Me

WELCOME
Scripture of the Month:

Jeremiah 17:9

CALL TO WORSHIP
1 Timothy 1:17

WORSHIP THROUGH SINGING
Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise

Yesterday, Today, and Forever
Be Unto Your Name 
Though He Slay Me

PRAYER
APOSTLE’S CREED

Children ages 4 through 2nd grade are 
now invited to Children & Worship in Room 207

OFFERTORY
Please sign in all family members 

on the attendance register. First-time visitors 
are asked to fill out the entire form.

MINISTRY HIGHLIGHT
Katie Burke - Mission to Ireland

PRAYER

SONG
We Believe

GREETING

MESSAGE
“Rotten Record, Rotten Heart”

Pastor Dan Hendley

SONG OF RESPONSE
Just As I Am

BENEDICTION

WELCOME TO OUR 
GUESTS 

We are delighted that you have 
chosen to join us today. Stop by the 
Information Counter in the lobby so 
we can greet you and answer any 
of your questions!
Sunday School - 9:00 a.m.
Worship - 10:15 a.m.

The Nursery is for children ages 3 
and under. It is located to your left 
(off the lobby) where quality care 
is provided throughout the entire 
morning. Nursing mothers have 
a special room—please ask the 
nursery workers.
Parents with Children in Worship 
should know that there are 
helpful resources at the Children’s 
Resource Table in the back of 
the Sanctuary.
Today’s Message is available on 
our website (www.northparkepc.
org), via podcast, and CDs are 
available for a fee of $3.00 by 
filling out a request form in the 
church office.
Hearing Aids which are linked to 
our sound system are available. 
If you wish to try one, stop by the 
Information Counter.
Worship Song Sheets Available
We have paper copies of our 
song lyrics available in the back 
of the sanctuary for those who 
have trouble standing or seeing 
the screen.
Prayer Requests Please submit all 
your prayer requests by calling the 
church office at (412) 367-5000 or 
send an email to Janie at: 
janiekoska@northparkepc.org.

Sunday, February 19, 2017

N                   PORTH ARK
Worship Connect Impact

North Park Church Staff
Office Phone: 412-367-5000 + individual extension

Senior Pastor
Assistant Pastor 
Receptionist
Dir. of Children’s Ministry
Dir. of Student Ministry 
Dir. of Music & Worship 
Communications Secretary 
Office Manager
Dir. of Admin. & Connection 
Maintenance 

Dan Hendley
Ben Burkholder 
Janie Koska
Jill Benson
Taylor Brown 
Brooke Hopkins 
Maggie Morgans 
Diana Rush
Mark Sharpnack 
Tom Loar 

Ext. 222
Ext. 224

Ext. 227
Ext. 233
Ext. 231
Ext. 225
Ext. 230
Ext. 223
Ext. 232

danhendley@northparkepc.org
benburkholder@northparkepc.org

janiekoska@northparkepc.org
jillbenson@northparkepc.org

taylorbrown@northparkepc.org
brookehopkins@northparkepc.org

maggiemorgans@northparkepc.org
dianarush@northparkepc.org

marksharpnack@northparkepc.org

 NORTH PARK CHURCH . 600 INGOMAR ROAD . WEXFORD . PA 15090
WWW.NORTHPARKEPC.ORG / FAX: 412-367-9032

OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY-THURSDAY: 8:30 A.M. - 4:00 P.M. / FRIDAY: LIMITED 

North Park ChurCh EldErs
Brian Altmyer                  (412) 492-0425     brianaltmyer@msn.com
John Faber                 (724) 449-2203              jnfaber@juno.com
Andy Kish                  (412) 492-0314         andykish@gmail.com
Grant McKinney                 (412) 398-0308                    grant.parke@gmail.com
Kevin Sanders                 (412) 737-7774                 sanders5cap@gmail.com
Phil Van Sickel                 (412) 953-9525             phvansickel1@hotmail.com

Sunday, February 19
Sunday School
Worship
Katie Burke Ireland Mission (Room 112)
Trekkers (3rd Floor)
Youth Group (3rd Floor)

Monday, February 20
Women’s Precepts (3rd Floor)

Thursday, February 23
Men’s Breakfast (Holsinger Associates, 117 VIP Drive) 

Sunday, February 26
Sunday School
Worship
Safe Families Meeting (Room 112)
Co-Ed Precepts

9:00 a.m.
10:15 a.m.
11:50 a.m.
4:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

9:00 a.m.

6:30 a.m.

 9:00 a.m.
10:15 a.m.
11:50 a.m.
6:00 p.m.

WEEkly highlights
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January Memory Verse:
 

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart  
and with all your soul and with all your might.

– Deuteronomy 6:5

FYI
A PUBLICATION OF NORTH PARK
EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH



by Dan Hendley

On December 14, R.C. Sproul left this world to be with Jesus.   
His passing demands from me some reflection. R.C. is on the short  
list of those who have most influenced me. I was introduced to his  
ministry by my spiritual father, Jimmy Young. When I was in college 
I devoured cassette tapes from R.C.’s Ligonier Valley Study Center. 
I listened to five, packed them up, mailed them back and got five  
more. I just loved his teaching. He knew his subjects – profoundly 
so. He was extraordinarily articulate. He was great at pointing out  
the partial truth behind the worldview errors he refuted. He was brilliantly logical. And, he was passionate, 
interesting, funny, real. R.C. had a Ph.D in Philosophy and I learned more from him on that subject than I did 
from my college professors – even though I majored in philosophy.

When I went to seminary, although the youngest in my class, I was ahead of most in certain ways because 
of Sproul’s influence. In the late 80’s Sproul relocated his headquarters to Orlando. This meant he would be 
joining the Presbytery of the PCA in which I resided. I also headed the committee that would examine Sproul 
as a transferring minister. This struck me as a fascinating providence. It never happened though, as R.C. 
delayed getting in his application and I rotated off the committee just before he transferred. A year later I 
would find myself sitting with R.C. over dinner at a men’s retreat. Our conversation moved to sports. R.C.  
was an avid athlete and sports fan. We spent the dinner hour testing each other on sports trivia. We were 
fairly even except for his advantage in the pre-1965 era and anything related to Pittsburgh which was his 
early home.

In 1997 R.C. showed up for a presbytery meeting at Covenant Pres in Palm Bay, where I pastored for 24 years. 
He declared our church, “the best-kept secret in the PCA.” My final encounter with him was in a doctoral 
class on Justification in 2012. It was a class advertised as being taught by R.C Sproul and R.C. Jr. Well, the 
daddy taught the first day and the son the last four. Night and day – or day and night. On that Monday, all 
of us in the class were astonished by the capacity of the senior Sproul to recall and dispense his incredible 
knowledge of the history of the Reformation, the writings of Scripture and the reformers. His was truly an 
extraordinarily capable mind.

So, I thank my heavenly Father for giving the church such a gifted man and allowing me to sit at his feet as 
much as I did. J.C. Ryle once wrote, “The holy man will value every thing and place and company, just in 
proportion as it draws him nearer to God.” To the degree I may be a holy man, I value and esteem Robert 
Charles Sproul whose ministry did indeed draw me nearer to God. At his passing I am profoundly grateful  
and grieved.
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Did you know that JAMES WILKIN, MICHELE MOIR  and JANE ANZALDI  have just become confirmed 
members of our church ….. that RICH LUKAS has taken a new job with Bechtel where Kevin Sanders and John Faber 
also work ..... that Forbes Field in Pittsburgh, built in 1909, was the first concrete and steel baseball stadium in the 
country…..that BRAD SIGER is engaged to be married..... that LEN SIGER is a lead software engineer at PNC 
Financial Services.....the first pull-tabs on cans were used by the Iron City Brewery in Pittsburgh in 1962…..that 
LAURA DALY is now the Coordinator for REAL Essentials, a ministry of Women's Choice Network that speaks to 
high school students about the risks and consequences of pre-marital sex…..that when someone gives online to NPC 
via a credit card, 3% of the gift goes to processing costs, as opposed to 0.5% for a bank draft.…..that the first Big Mac 
was sold in Pittsburgh at the Uniontown McDonalds in 1967..... that our ELDERS will be retreating to the lake home 
of  JODY MOSKAL on January 11..... that our Youth Group will join those from other EPC churches for their Winter 
Retreat on February 2….that DR. CHRIS CIRUCCI is headed back to Bangladesh for a month-long missions stint in 
January..... that the first documented use of a emoticon (smiley face) was at Carnegie Mellon in 1989….that HOLLY 
FAIRFIELD hosted our staff 's Christmas party…. that KAITLYN SULLIVAN recently passed her board exams to 
become a pharmacist…. that the first gas station in the country opened at Baum Blvd. and Claire St. in Pittsburgh in 
1913.....that those who read the FYI use 9% less gas than those who do not..…. Did you know these things? I thought 
you should.…. 

Did You Know?
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Youth Group Schedule for January
6:30 - 8:30 P.M.
Youth Group

7:00 - 8:30 P.M.
Small Group
High School and Middle 
School Girls at the Church

7:00 - 8:15 P.M.
Small Group
Middle School Boys  
at the Fairfield's House

6:30 - 8:30 P.M.
Youth Group

6:30 - 8:30 P.M.
Youth Group  

7:00 - 8:30 P.M.
Small Group
High School and Middle 
School Girls at the Church

    14

21 

24

7:00 - 8:15 P.M.
Small Group
Middle School Boys  
at the Fairfield's House

6:30 - 8:30 P.M.
Youth Group

3

    25

28



We have new reasons to rejoice at the mercy and faithfulness of God toward NPC. The 
members and friends of our church took seriously the call to pray for our church and our 
giving. One of the results is that we have reason to anticipate enough funds coming in to 
meet our budget and continue our plans for a great year of gospel ministry. In terms of 
financial commitments beyond current giving levels, $7,494 was committed in monthly gifts 
and an additional $53,085.00 was committed in one-time gifts. The combination of those 
should work out to an additional $11,915 per month for this fiscal year. Great thanks to all 
who participated and prayed. May the Lord bless you as you give in faith, hope, and love.

UPDATES AND EVENTS
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Divine Design in the Cosmos
WITH DAVID SNOKE, Ph.D.

HEART & TREASURE
IN ITIATIVE YIELDS BIG GAINS

Many people think that the Big Bang theory is an atheistic 
view of the universe. However, in the mid-twentieth 
century, scientists realized that this model of the universe 
requires all kinds of fine-tuning to allow life to exist. This 
fine-tuning makes the universe seem uniquely designed 
for us. In this talk Dr. David Snoke (full Professor from 
the University of Pittsburgh’s Astronomy & Physics 
Department) will review the history of these discoveries 
and some of the proposals by atheists and others to explain 
them, including the Many- Universes theory which has 
been increasing in popularity, and some of the Christian 
responses to these proposals. 

We hope you bring friends, neighbors, and coworkers to join 
us Thursday, January 18 since it will be an intellectually 
stimulating evening for all. There will be invitation cards in 
the church lobby available for distribution.

The main course for the meal will be provided that 
evening. Please, bring one of the following items to 
share with others according to your last name:

 A-G:  Salads
 H-O:  Appetizers
 P-Z:  Desserts

The seating for this event is limited, so please,  
be sure to sign up in the lobby or RSVP at 
benburkholder@northparkepc.org at your 
earliest convenience. Childcare will be provided  
for those 3 and under. Those 4 years old to 2nd  
grade will have optional activties available during  
the lecture.

When:  Thursday, January 18, 6:00-7:45 p.m.
Where:  North Park Church in the Blue Room.

Divine Design in the Cosmos
WITH DAVID SNOKE, Ph.D.



Sermon on the Mount with Taylor Brown
As Christians, we can focus so heavily upon external behavior that we lose sight of 
the state of our hearts. But Jesus combats against this trend in the Sermon on the 
Mount as He calls His disciples to obey Him from the heart and possess an inner 
righteousness that works its way outward. Over the course of eight weeks, Taylor will 
provide a broad overview of the Sermon and speak to how it applies to our daily lives. 
This study will be filled with pleasant surprises as Jesus subverts our expectations and 
goes against the grain of church culture. 

Job with Jim Yoder
The Book of Job is a titanic display of contrasts. We are given ringside seats to witness 
Job’s struggles as he deals with catastrophic experiences which seem to overturn 
his beliefs about the nature of God’s providence. Job thought that he had fallen 
through a gap in the Creator’s management of the world. Such difficulties face every 
generation of believers and therefore merit time to study the progress of Job’s story.

Real, Live-Action Prayer with Pastor Dan Hendley
Genuine, “in-the-field” experience talking to God together, led by the Holy Spirit 
with some help from Pastor Dan Hendley who will teach briefly each Sunday on the 
various aspects of prayer.

Pneuma: Life in the Spirit with Pastor Ben Burkholder
We hear a lot of what the Father and the Son have done in salvation history but the 
Spirit's role is often overlooked and unexplored. Who is the third person of the Trinity 
and what is He doing in our lives? In this class, we will look at the Spirit's work in the 
Old and New Testaments in order to understand more fully how to walk in the Spirit 
as we follow Jesus Christ today.

Adult  Winter Sunday School
( Janua r y  -  Feb r ua r y  2018)

5

WINTER SUNDAY SCHOOL



Family of the Month
Librich

BY KELLY LAIRD

FAMILY OF THE MONTH

Let’s kick off the New Year with the Librich family! 
Frank, Kiley, Isaac, Charlotte, and Anna make up this 
bunch. Read on to get to know them a little better!

This fun family lives in Harmony sharing about eight 
acres with Kiley’s parents and sister and her family. 
Kiley homeschools the kids who are in a co-op in the 
Mars area. Piper the cat rounds out the family, getting 
loved on generously. One of the kids who shows Piper 
the most attention is Anna at age four. In preschool, 
Anna loves all things that are sparkly and shiny! She 
is very much into princesses, dressing up, coloring, 
and playing house. She also adores her older sister and 
seeks her out often! In the middle is Charlotte at age 
seven. This lovely little lady enjoys dancing, singing, 
and all things artistic. She takes ballet and jazz, likes 
singing in the church choir, takes piano lessons, and 
very much likes to draw, color, and paint. The oldest 
Librich child is Isaac, who is thirteen years old and in 
the eighth grade. Isaac plays baseball - pitcher, center 
field, and first base. He loves the game and truly enjoys 
playing many months out of the year. He also enjoys 
being outdoors. Mostly he likes to chop and stack 
wood and build fires. Isaac also enjoys his electronics 
too. Great kids!

Now let’s move onto the adults. Frank and Kiley are 
both originally from the Cranberry Township area, 
graduating from Seneca Valley in the mid-nineties. 
Although they were not high school sweethearts, they 
connected through mutual friends and enjoyed a  
long-distance relationship through college. Frank went 
to Pitt and Kiley to Grove City for undergraduate 
work and then Pitt for her graduate studies. Frank 
got a degree in business and Kiley in psychology and 
social work. Frank has worked at HVAC Distributors 
as a regional sales manager for the past 12 years. Kiley 
works part-time at Glade Run Lutheran Services 
as an outpatient therapist. She also owns her own 

private practice in mental health counseling, individual 
and family therapy. Kiley considers her full-time job 
homeschooling her kids!

The Librich family started attending North Park in 
2003. Recommended by her sister and her sister’s 
husband who really enjoyed the church, as well as Kiley’s 
parents, Bruce and Janet Allison, the Libriches soon 
followed. These two are involved in ministry here at 
NPC - ushering, counting offering, nursery work, and 
with Children & Worship. Kiley also participates in the 
Precepts Bible study on Mondays. So, please pray for 
these great folks, that Jesus would always remain the 
center of their lives and that they would strive to be  
like Him.
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Saturday, May 19, 2018
at Camp Luther lyn

Since we had an overwhelming 
positive response to last year's 

All-Church Retreat, there will be 
another retreat this year. NPC will 

host a one day retreat at  
nearby Portersville.

Some of the things you can  
expect are:
• Fellowship with all ages
• Sweet worship time
• Small group discussion
• Prayer
• Biblical teaching
• Free time to explore, hike, and   
  discover God’s creation
• Games
• Laughter
• Delicious dinner in the dining hall



Thanks for your  
generosity:

Report on the New Hope 
Christmas Store 

by Ben Burkholder

Thank you very much for the generosity you 
displayed over the Christmas season, particularly 
in the number of donations to the New Hope 
Christmas Store.  Your donations are an 
important part of allowing our former church 
plant, New Hope Church, minister to the various 
needs in its neighborhood. Altogether over 55 
low-income families were able to purchase gifts 
for over 175 children that they would not be 
able to afford otherwise.  

In addition to the gifts that were donated, 
Denny Koska, Janie Koska, and Bruce Allison 
also assisted with the "store" at New Hope on 
December 16. If you want to know more about 
how the event impacted the community on the 
North Side, ask one of these volunteers what it 
was like to get a front row experience.  

EVENTS AND UPDATESSave the Date

One Day  
All-Church Retreat

Saturday, May 19, 2018
at Camp Luther lyn

Since we had an overwhelming 
positive response to last year's 

All-Church Retreat, there will be 
another retreat this year. NPC will 

host a one day retreat at  
nearby Portersville.

Some of the things you can  
expect are:
• Fellowship with all ages
• Sweet worship time
• Small group discussion
• Prayer
• Biblical teaching
• Free time to explore, hike, and   
  discover God’s creation
• Games
• Laughter
• Delicious dinner in the dining hall

A Retreat Planning Team 
meeting is scheduled for Sunday, 

January 21 after Worship. We 
welcome your ideas and input!  

Questions? Contact Joyce Kish 
at (412) 973-4237 or 

joycemkish@gmail.com 7



ONE RULE
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Our granddaughter, Phoebe, is wise in her 
three young years. And cute as all get-out, 
too (in this nepotistic, genealogically-biased 
opinion). Sitting in our kitchen the other 
morning, chatting away as I fixed my caffeine 
fix for the day, she went on and on about 
things only angels and Those Higher Up 
could understand, when suddenly she said, as 
she played with her slices of banana, “Behave 
yourself. That’s the rule.” Oh, my. Stop and 
breathe. Again. And again.

Behave Yourself. From the mouth of a babe. 
There it is—my new New Year’s resolution. 
It replaces the one I was going to employ, 
borrowed from comedian Brian Regan, who 
said, My resolution is to lose 15 pounds. He then 
exults: I’ve only got 25 pounds to go! 

The Bible gives us commands and 
exhortations, most notably the Ten 
Commandments. These are distilled by Jesus 
in the New Testament as the two greatest 
commands, Love God and love others. The 
Golden Rule, found in Matthew 7:12, is a 
further reduction—In everything, do to others 
what you would have them do to you, for this 
sums up the Law and the Prophets. Or, Behave 
Yourself. So it boils down to this: Behave 
Yourself is the One Rule to Ring them all, to 
borrow from Tolkien. It surrounds and sums 
up the Law and the Prophets, the Golden 
Rule, and pretty much every other command.

A long time ago, coincidentally at a New Year’s 
Eve party, a friend and I made up a silly Nerf 
basketball game, and figured out some rules of 
this new game. The first rule, Rule #1 was that 
there were no rules; the second was that Rule 
#1 Was to Be Obeyed at All Times; the third 
was that Any Application of Rule #2 Without 
Proper Consideration of Rule #1 Was Deemed 
a Violation of the Rules…you get the idea. 
We had more fun coming up creating different 
ways of saying absolutely nothing in those 
goofy rules, than we did in playing the  
game itself. 

Dear little Phoebe (the name, in the original 
Greek, means bright one) is the voice of 
Wisdom crying aloud in the street (Proverbs 
1:20), but alas—she, because of her sin nature, 
is bound and determined to break her Rule 
time and again. Her oldest ancestor struggled 
with it, and failed, in the Garden, and this 
particular ancestor does regularly as well. 
Martin Luther cites a major function of the 
law: it demonstrates our inability to keep it, 
and thereby reveals man’s deep need for Grace. 
As I will undoubtedly fail in my attempts to 
behave myself, often going in the opposite 
direction of my goal like Brian Regan with 
his diet, I will be constantly reminded of what 
Jesus did—obeying the Rule perfectly, to  
point of death, even death on a cross 
(Philippians 2:8), on my behalf, in my stead. 
I can take comfort in knowing that as I fall 
short, Jesus picks me up, dusts me off, and says, 
“Neither do I condemn you. Now go and sin 
no more” ( John 8:11). In other words, You’re 
forgiven, loved one. Now Behave Yourself. 

One Rule
  BY BROOKE HOPKINS
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OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE

WE'RE ON OUR WAY!
by Denise Velarde

Join us in praising God for leading five people to apply 
to become Stephen Ministers. The leadership team is 
now praying over the applications and working to have 
them all processed quickly. We are thankful to the Lord 
for leading these saints to be willing to serve in this new 
ministry. Please pray for our team as we make decisions 
regarding the training format and times and for our  
next steps.

Training will begin the first week in February and it will 
run through May. Please continue to pray for our team as 
we implement the program. Your prayers are cherished 
gifts that strengthen us and sustain us to continue 
serving as we step out in faith.

People often ask, “What exactly is a Stephen Minister?”
ONE WAY TO PUT IT IS THAT STEPHEN MINISTERS ARE 
THE AFTER PEOPLE.

Stephen Ministers are there: 

After the phone call you hoped you’d never get. . . 

After the funeral, when everyone has left and the 
emotions you’ve held at bay come crashing in 
on you. . . 

After the relationship falls apart and the bottom 
falls out of your life. . .

After the doctor says, “I’m sorry, but there’s nothing 
more we can do” . . .

After the nursing home director shakes your hand 
and says “Welcome to your new home” . . .

After the last child honks the horn, waves, and 
drives away and the house suddenly seems empty. . .

After the gavel comes down, the handcuffs go on, 
and your loved one is led away . . .

After the baby arrives, demanding more of you than 
you ever dreamed possible . . .

After you find a pink slip with your final paycheck. . .

After your family and friends have heard your story 
one too many times, but you still need to talk 
it out. . .

Stephen Ministers are the After People. They are 
ready to come alongside you—or your friends, 

neighbors, coworkers, or relatives—and provide 
comfort and support for as long After as needed. 

www.stephenministries.org

A NEW YEAR AND  
A NEW MINISTRY  

AT NORTH PARK CHURCH

If you are in need of a Stephen Minister... 
Call or Email:

Mark Sharpnack       
marksharpnack@npcepc.org   
(412) 584-8849

Susan Meeneghan    
meeneghans@gmail.com   
(412) 364-1840

Denise Velarde   
DeniseVelarde.StephenMinistry@gmail.com  
(210) 771-2079 

IT'S THAT TIME OF YEAR AGAIN WHEN WE 
NEED YOUR ASSISTANCE SHOVELING SNOW. 
THIS YEAR WE ESPECIALLY NEED HELP DUE TO 
TOM LOAR BEING OUT DUE TO AN INJURY. 

PLEASE PICK UP AN INFO SHEET AND SIGN-UP  
AT THE INFORMATION COUNTER. 

QUESTIONS? CONTACT TERRY MEENEGHAN 
AT MEENEGHANTJ@CDMSMITH.COM



CHILDREN'S MINISTRY UPDATE

Our North Park kids had a wonderful fall 
and Christmas in Sunday School, Children & 
Worship, and Nursery. A highlight for me was the 
Christmas play we were able to pull together in 
a few weeks. My 4-year-old son got to be a dog, 
which meant he heard the story of Jesus’s birth 
close to ten times as we ran through the play while 
rehearsing. I was overjoyed when in the weeks 
following I heard “Ryder” tell “Zuma” (characters 
from the show Paw Patrol that he was playing 
with) that, “It’s true! Jesus really is born!!” Another 
day I heard him proclaiming, “Glory to God! To 
God be honor and glory and all our hoorays!” 
Even at the age of four what he’s hearing at play 
practice, at Sunday School, in nursery, and through 
our family devotions is coming together to form 
God’s story. I’m so grateful for all of the volunteers 
and paid workers at North Park that are passing 
on God’s beautiful story to our children.

Some highlights from this fall:
• Our Trekkers group packed 84 boxes for 
Operation Christmas Child.
• Our Children & Worship kids are memorizing 
Mark 10:14b-16.
• 4 kids accepted Christ in Ms. Susan O’Leary’s 
Sunday School class.

Children & Worship is held each Sunday during 
the church service. We’ve spent most of the year 
so far following the last part of Jesus’s ministry, 
particularly as He makes His way toward the 
cross. In January we’ll continue with His death, 
resurrection, and appearance to the twelve, and 
then spend most of the spring learning about the 
birth of the new church.

Nursery for infants through 3-year-olds is 
available each Sunday during Sunday School and 
Worship. Infants (newborn to age 1 and walking), 
Toddlers (walking 1 year-olds) and Tykes  
(2 year-olds) are in the main nursery room and 
Preschoolers (age 3 and potty trained) are  
in the Preschool nursery in the Children’s 
Ministry hallway.

Trekkers is held monthly for our 3rd – 5th Grade 
students. There is a time of fun, food, small groups, 
and a Bible lesson. This year we’ve been studying 
Ephesians 6:10-18, the Armor of God. Trekkers 
meets from 4:30 – 6:30 p.m., on the third Sunday 
of the month in Room 301. Dinner is served 
during this time.

Children's Ministry Update
  BY JILL BENSON

Here’s a quick reminder of our Children’s Ministry programs: 

Sunday School:
2 Year Olds:   Tyke Nursery. God Loves Me storybooks with Mrs. Rachel Sharpnack.
3 & 4 Year Olds:   Room 206. Dwell: Play curriculum with Mrs. Holly Fairfield and Mrs. Stacy Altmyer. 
5 & 6 Year Olds:  Room 208. Dwell: Imagine curriculum with Ms. Bonnie George and Ms. Susan O’Leary.
1st & 2nd Grades:   Room 302. Dwell: Wonder curriculum with Ms. Susan Burke and Mrs. Joyce Kish. 
3rd – 5th Grade girls:  Room 309. Pre-Teen Ministry curriculum with Mrs. Leslie Van Newkirk. 
3rd – 5th Grade boys:   Room 301. Dwell: Marvel curriculum with Mr. Rob O’Brien. 
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TREKKERS
BY SHELLY MCGLOTHLIN

TREKKERS

    Happy New Year!  
Trekkers begins 2018 with grateful hearts. Due to the generosity of our church family, 
Trekkers was able to submit 84 boxes to Samaritan’s Purse for the Operation 
Christmas Child distribution. As always, the kids enjoyed choosing items for their  
boxes and stuffing them full of goodies.  
Thank you to everyone who donated filled shoeboxes, loose items for us to pack in shoeboxes, and monetary 
donations to help ease the burden of shipping costs. We are also thankful for the delicious meal provided by 
the Hendley small group and for the helpers who gave their time to offer us extra sets of hands. We welcomed 
helpers Beth Hendley, the O’Brien family, the Benson family, Pam Miller, Taryn VanderWeele and Shannon 
Bolibruck to our packing night. Finally, we are grateful to Taryn for loading up her vehicle and delivering all of 
the boxes to the drop sight on Monday morning. It is a joy to serve in this Trekkers ministry that is so well 
supported by the North Park Church community.

As we packed boxes, the final step in the process was to pray over the boxes being packed. We encouraged 
each Trekker to pray individually for his/her box, and we also prayed that the children receiving our tangible 
gifts would also receive the gospel message with open hearts, prepared in advance by the Holy Spirit, to receive 
this message of salvation.  

Our piece of God’s armor for November was gospel shoes. As we fellowshipped together during our packing 
time, Trekkers were reminded that by sharing boxes with children across the globe, we are also putting on 
gospel shoes. In addition, we talked about putting on our gospel shoes by inviting friends to the Gingerbread 
Construction Company event. The wonderful events surrounding the Christmas season provide so many 
opportunities to share the love of Christ.  

As we look ahead to 2018, Trekkers will continue to study the remaining pieces of the Armor of God: the shield 
of faith, the sword of the spirit, and the helmet of salvation. We look forward to seeing Trekkers and helpers on 
Sunday, January 21 from 4:30-6:30 p.m. to kick-off our new year! 
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