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What follows is a brief summary from some of the 13 members who joined us for the summer
missions trip in July 2017. Read below to hear some of what God was doing in and among the
trip goers during this time. I hope it piques your interest and that you seek some of these
people out to hear more about what God was doing during this trip. More than that, I hope you
consider going on our next missions trip.

The Team in front of the “Tap-Tap”
Sam Buirge
God opened my eyes to the truth while I was in Haiti. Visiting orphanages with mentally and
physically disabled children and helping Healing Haiti deliver free water to the impoverished
people of Cité Soleil made me realize what actually matters in life and why we are actually here.
The people of Haiti live simple lives and do not have all of the stuff that we have in the States,
but they still live faithful lives and worship God with all they have. Haitians may be physically
poor, but more importantly, they know Jesus and are spiritually rich. I have learned that all of

the little things in life that we often complain about mean nothing, and that living for God in
everything I do and being a light for him is the most significant thing in my life. This has
encouraged me to live with more of a purpose and be more diligent about sharing the gospel to
people here at home.
Barb Buirge
The words blessed, grateful and love have new meaning for me since my trip to Haiti. The week
spent in Port-au-Prince gave me many reasons to stop and re-think about God's blessings in my
life, how grateful I am for the basic necessities of life and how offering love through a hug or a
smile truly is a universal language. The sights weren't what these American eyes are
accustomed to -- poverty is everywhere. I saw it in the dilapidated buildings and "homes" which
often were nothing more than metal shacks. I saw it in the garbage piled up all along the
streets. And I saw it in the people of Cite Soleil, one of the poorest neighborhoods in the world.
But, while the poverty was the first thing I saw, it's not what I brought home in my heart. I have
the Haitian people in my heart -- God's people just like you and me. I will never forget sweet
little Maurice, the boy in the wheelchair at the disabled children's orphanage who actually
seemed like he was flirting with me; nor will I forget the voices and faces of the children in Cite
Soleil as they shouted "hey you" in unison while running after our tap-tap (the vehicle we rode
in) and fought for our attention. And I won't forget how the Haitian people worshipped with
immense, uninhibited passion at the church services we visited. Healing Haiti, the organization
our group partnered with, is doing wonderful things in Haiti by working alongside Haitians to
help them improve their situations while sharing the love of Jesus. God truly called me to be a
part of the team and I'm so thankful I followed that call. I went to serve and love, but I believe I
received so much more in return.
Paige Stitt
This being my second time doing this trip to Haiti, and doing a lot of the same work and seeing
a lot of the same things, I was really able to take in everything as much as possible. My first trip
consisted of all of anxiety and fearful anticipation for each day, and although my first trip
taught me many amazing things, this second trip I feel was even more enlightening. Not only
did I learn and see a lot on my trip, but my time of fellowship with our team was very special.
In addition, working with kids has always been a passion of mine, I love it, and my time with
the Haitian children at the several different orphanages really revived my love for children.
These kids exemplified pure joy for each day. The simple things were enough for them. If there
weren’t supplies to play games, just use rocks to play jax! If I can’t speak your language, let’s
just dance together! They exude joy and thankfulness and I am inspired by them. My other
favorite moments including water truck, and worship in the Haitians churches. Water truck day
in Cite Soleil is always an eye opening but also rewarding day. Seeing the poverty so up close
can be hard (and dirty frankly), but holding the children that so dearly want held or carrying the
heavy water buckets for the old women is such a rewarding and joyful experience. Cite Soleil is
the image in my head when I start to complain about petty things, it brings my life and this

world back into perspective. Finally, my few days at home after the trip have been extremely
challenging and faith building. I don’t think I’ve ever spent so much time in the Word, or
praying, or worshiping by myself. My heart has mourned greatly over what I saw, but I am
thankful for that. Matthew 5:4 says, “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be
comforted”. And in verse 3 it says” Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.” My spirit has been completely humbled by this trip. I cannot say that I’ve ever felt
very needy in my soul, or “poor in spirit”, but my time in Haiti revealed to me a deep need in
my soul. Something the Haitians have no trouble recognizing in the midst of poverty, but I
struggle to see among the comfort of my life. And the coolest part is I feel a certain strength
and contentment amidst my needy heart and thirsty soul. It’s quite beautiful. God is working in
Haiti and God is working in me! I am so thankful for this trip.

The team washing the feet of the elderly and singing about Jesus with them.

Suzy Lish
Going into Haiti, I didn’t really know what to expect because I have never been on a mission trip
before. As soon as we started driving around on the TapTap (our Healing Haiti truck) I was able
to see and experience their daily lives: the abundant strength they had to carry their water, the
buying and selling of foods on the sidewalk, and the pure happiness and hope in our Savior.
God really opened my eyes and filled my heart with love during this week in ways that I never
thought were possible. I have seen pictures of Haiti and have heard stories prior to this trip, but
actually being present is a whole new experience. Even though these kids live in such extreme
poverty, they put all of their trust in God to provide instead of complaining. As a team, we had
the opportunity to experience a Haitian church service which was extremely inspiring for my
faith. The worship was beautiful and I hope to bring their passion into my own life. I have
learned to be more thankful for what God has given me and to use what he provides to serve
Him better.
Kate Brown
Haiti was my first international mission trip and it challenged me in more ways than I expected.
We constantly felt weak (physically and mentally) but we were amazed by the strength God
gave us day after day. I learned that God uses us in amazing ways, despite our human
weaknesses. The people of Haiti also may appear poor and weak to others, but they have
immense strength from God and that blessed us so much that week. They have nothing, but
because they have God, they know they have everything.
Anna Lish
It's not easy to put words together to describe my experience in Haiti, but if I had to choose one
word for the entire trip it would be hopeful. Hopeful because of the progress we observed and
the expansion of God's kingdom we witnessed. We were able to see the work that the Healing
Haiti organization has done over the past 11 years as well as their vision for the future. Their
current mission is job creation in order to keep children out of orphanages by providing a
steady income for families. This makes me hopeful for the future of Haiti. I was also very
inspired by the passion and faith that Haitian Christians have. Experiencing the way they
worship and pray with all that they have was incredibly moving. That gave me hope for my own
spiritual walk as well as our country's.

Water truck day in Cite Soleil

Tirzah Hopkins
My eyes were opened to a significant truth that I was able to witness during my short time in
Haiti. There is, and can be, true contentment in Christ Jesus. There is beautiful joy that comes
with knowing Jesus as your Savior and Lord. The Haitian people live in constant hope of Jesus'
return. I was convicted in numerous ways, but one of those ways was that I need to be living as
if Jesus is coming back tomorrow. There is life and prosperity Haiti; despite the poverty, grief,
and sickness throughout it, there is incredible joy because of Christ's work on the cross. I miss
almost getting knocked down by the overwhelming flood of children so eager for the love and
attention they lack. Here in America, you don't have to go far before hearing a complaint of
some sort. But in Haiti, where the people suffer greatly due to the extreme poverty, there is no
complaining to hear. And I think it's because they've found their treasure; and that is Jesus
Christ. When you have nothing, it leaves so much room for Him to be your everything. I had an
amazing experience in Haiti, and I hope I have the privilege of going back one day.

Pastor Ben Burkholder
For me the theme that God kept bringing up for me was “faith.” It was the recurring theme of
the passages I was reading shortly before and during the trip, and it was one of the things that
God grew in me through this trip. Before we ever went to Haiti, God was growing my trust in
him. When our team went from a small handful of people to 13, I was overwhelmed by the
projected cost of the trip, and I was playing all kinds of fundraising scenarios through my mind

(car washes, bake sales, etc.). However, through the generosity of the church, coupled with the
receipt of an unexpected private grant for $10,000, it was clear to me that God did not want me
to be worried about our finances. It was interesting to observe in some of my devotional
readings in Mark that Jesus scolded his disciples for being of little faith on several occasions,
and I knew I fit right in. God, however, once again proved bigger than my fears and faith, and he
did so over and over again throughout the trip.
To be honest, Haiti has not been easy for our team to make sense of. Writing this paragraph
was difficult for many. We saw and did so many things that don’t just fit into a little nice 30
second sound bite, nor should they. So, here is what I suggest. If you want to know more, if this
has just piqued your interest, please, seek out one of the folks who went on our trip and ask
them to share with you the long story of the trip (Trip Members Include: Barb Buirge, Sam
Buirge, Kelly Stitt, Paige Stitt, Tirzah Hopkins, Jess O'Brien, Suzy Lish, Anna Lish, Kate Brown,
Taylor Brown, Ben Burkholder, Amy Lally, and Natalie Lally). Tell them you want to know the
depths of it. They’ll appreciate it and you might get an insight into why Haiti is still in our hearts
and minds.

Water truck day in Cite Soleil

