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For this month’s corner –
Seven interesting facts about the
Reformation and it’s leaders:

By: Dan Hendley

1. Martin Luther’s discovery of justification by faith alone, his spiritual conversion as well,
came after the 95 theses were posted (A.D. 1517), while studying Romans in A.D. 1518.
2. John Calvin led a church-planting movement from Geneva that started 1,000 churches in
France alone.
3. Calvin’s daughter was banished from Geneva for adultery.
4. Calvin was never ordained and only slept three hours per night.
5. Luther had over 90 books published. Calvin wrote 60 or so books and 1,300 letters.
6. The Swiss reformer Ulrich Zwingli may have become as famous as Luther or Calvin but
was killed in battle early in the Reformation age.
7. Luther wrote virtually nothing on evangelism or missions.
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Did You Know?

Did you know that CLAIRE MCKINNEY and ANNA WARMBRODT recently became confirmed members of NPC

….. ROSS WILKIN led a team of four in doing church audits for the last three years ..... that the world's fastest animal

is the spine-tailed swift, an Indiana bird, which has been clocked at over 100 mph…..that SAM BUIRGE'S, NA

Soccer Team wom the WPIAL title for the second straight year..... that DEBBIE REED has been cleaning the church in

TOM LOAR.....that the tallest giraffe ever was over 19 feet…..that NPC Officers committed $24,000
in additional yearly pledges for our Heart & Treasure Initiative…..that BEN BURKHOLDER is recently back from
the absence of

a meeting of the Evangelical Theological Society in Rhode Island.…..that more than 75% of living beings on Earth are
bacteria….that we packed the Blue Room and had many visitors to the November Compass with AMY BROOKS.....
that the FAIRFIELDS are hosting this year's NPC Staff Christmas Party..... that the giant squid has eyes 11 inches

in diameter, the biggest of all animals…..that NANCY VAN SICKEL and ABBY BUIRGE have Christmas Eve

birthdays….that NICOLE HOOVER was born on Christmas Day..... that Christmas Day is the least popular day to

give birth….that the largest polar bear ever was over 11 feet tall and weighed more than a ton….that DALE, LAURA,
and HOPE WIGGINS provided dinner for our recent North Park Encounter…. that SHANNON BOLIBRUCK

is an obstetrics nurse…. that JIM LUDWIG just had total knee replacement and STEVE VAN OSS just got a new

hip..... that BRIAN OSMOND is filming a TV show in Atlanta..... that the fastest land animal is the cheetah, but the

pronghorn antelope which can run 50 mph .....that those who read the FYI are 6% faster than those who do not?.….
Did you know these things? I thought you should.….

Youth Group Schedule for December
3
7

6:30 - 8:30 P.M.
Youth Group

- 8:30 P.M.
13 7:00
Small Group

7:00 - 8:15 P.M.
Small Group

- 8:30 P.M.
17 6:30
Youth Group

Middle School Boys
at the Fairfield's House

10

6:30 - 8:30 P.M.
Youth Group

High School and Middle
School Girls at the Church

31

NO Youth Group

Christmas Party

24 NO Youth Group
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UPDATES AND EVENTS

Perspectives on the World Christian Movement
BY: BEN BURKHOLDER
Do we still need missions in the digital age of the
21st century? How are missionaries strategizing to
proclaim the Gospel to the world? If you are interested
in knowing how to be a more effective supporter of
missions or are interested in pursuing missions yourself
in a short term or long term capacity, this course offers
a short but thorough way to get a holistic view of the
changing nature of missions and mission strategies in
the contemporary situation. It will be led by one of
NPC’s own supported missionaries, Derek Seipp.
The class can be taken for undergraduate or graduate
credit as well as for personal enrichment.

When: Tuesday evenings
beginning January 16 through May 8
Time: 6:30-9:30 p.m.
Location: Allison Park Church
(in the Two Twenty Building)
Questions? Contact Ben Burkholder at
benburkholder@northparkepc.org

Youth Group - Fall Retreat Recap
BY: TAYLOR BROWN
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One of the major highlights of the youth group calendar has always been the Fall Retreat and this
year’s retreat was the best one yet! Our group consisted of 38 students as well as 6 adult leaders. By
God’s grace, we had an absolutely amazing weekend together at Ligonier Camp and Conference
Center from October 27 – 29. The stormy weather held off for most of Saturday but the rain came
in the afternoon and didn’t let up until we left on Sunday morning. Saturday was packed out with
activities as we had our annual football game, played an intense session of outdoor laser tag, and
enjoyed the outdoor climbing tower. But this weekend wasn’t just about having fun as we sought
after the Lord together in worship, talks, and discussion groups. We had four worship services over
the course of our time at Ligonier that were led by our youth group band. Each service included a
short message from one of our adult leaders: Kate Brown started off the weekend with a practical
message about how we can stay mindful of God throughout the week, Deborah McKinney taught
a powerful lesson about the importance of God’s Word, and I preached about the nature of true
repentance. But the most impactful aspect of our weekend was the time of student sharing that was
led by Bob Arnold on Sunday morning. Several of our students shared their personal testimonies
while others gave a short message from God’s Word. We closed out the weekend by giving students
an opportunity to talk about how the retreat had impacted them. This was a weekend to remember
as our group grew closer as a family and pursued after God with passionate hearts.

NPC CALENDAR

North Park Church December Calendar
December 1: Friday, 7:00 p.m. – Ladies Christmas Tea
by Women’s Connection in the Blue Room

December 3: Sunday, 1:45 p.m. – Caroling at local Senior Centers and
Nursing Homes
December 9: Saturday, 6:00 p.m. – Gingerbread House Construction party
in the Blue Room
December 17: Sunday, 9:00 a.m. – Advent Brunch with Children's
Christmas drama. No Sunday School
December 24: Sunday, 10:15 a.m. – Sunday Worship. No Sunday School
			6:00 p.m. – Christmas Eve Service (Nursery provided)
December 31: Sunday, 10:15 a.m. – Sunday Worship. No Sunday School
January 7: Sunday, 9:00 a.m. – Sunday School begins for adults
and children

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP SERVICE ONLY AT
6:00 P.M. THIS YEAR
Since December 24 is a Sunday this year, we will offer a
morning service at 10:15 a.m. and an evening service at
6:00 p.m., but only one of each.
The Worship services will differ. There will be a
Nursery for each but NO Children & Worship.
Both services will go about an hour.
Please contact Jill Benson if you are available to assist
in the Nursery on December 24.
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FAMILY OF THE MONTH

Family of the Month

Fairfield
BY KELLY LAIRD
Representing the right side of the sanctuary this
month, we get to know the Fairfield family! Nate is
the head of this household and a native Pittsburgher.
Nate has lived most of his life in the area since his
father was a professor at the seminary in Ambridge.
He works for ATI selling titanium. He met his lovely
wife Holly at St. Stephen’s Church where she worked
and his family attended. Holly moved from New York
City in the early nineties. She works part-time at the
Wexford Chick-Fil-A. The couple has been married
twenty years.
Nate and Holly have been involved at North Park
Church since coming here. Holly says, “We came to
NPC in 2012 because we had moved from Bellevue
to Franklin Park and wanted a church that was close
to home AND was a strong evangelical church that
offered us great teaching and worship. Both boxes
were checked the first time we visited!” She teaches
the three and four-year-olds in Sunday School and he
leads a middle school boys’ Bible study. Together, they
co-lead a home group with dear friends from their
former church.
The couple is blessed with three children and two
dogs. Linnea is a freshman at Grove City College
and is studying to be a nurse. Eventually, she wants to
become a midwife. Linnea works at a girls’ camp in the
Adirondacks (northeast New York) in the summers.
She also loves to cook for the family. Chad is the
middle child who will turn seventeen years of age this
month. Chad enjoys hiking, fishing and camping. He
is also a goalie for North Allegheny’s junior varsity
soccer team. Ned is Fairfield number three at thirteen
years of age. He also enjoys outdoor activities like
hiking, fishing and camping. Ned goes to Ingomar
Middle School.

6

The family has two rescue dogs, Apple who is nine and
Willow, the chocolate lab who is three. This family
especially enjoys vacationing at Camp-of-the-Woods
in the Adirondack Mountains where they’ve heard
amazing speakers such as Ravi Zacharias. A favorite
scripture passage is from Colossians 3 which says, “Since
God chose you to be the holy people He loves, you must
clothe yourselves with tenderhearted mercy, kindness,
humility, gentleness, and patience. Make allowance for
each other’s faults, and forgive anyone who offends you...
Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds us
all together in perfect harmony. And whatever you do or
say, do it as a representative of the Lord Jesus.”
Please pray for this family, that they will always be a
houseful of friends.

Let's Do Brunch
By: Brooke Hopkins

Mark your calendars!
This year’s sumptuous, all-church
Advent-Christmas Brunch will be
held Sunday, December 17 in the
Blue Room from 9:00-10:00 a.m.
Back by popular demand will be
the oatmeal bar and make-yourown yogurt parfaits, along with lots
of other tasty pastries, breakfast
dishes, and hot coffee and tea.
Don’t “break your fast” until you
come join your friends and church
family for a relaxed time of food
and fellowship as we reflect on the
coming of our Lord, Immanuel,
God with us.
For details or to volunteer, contact
Susan Meeneghan of the
Deacon Hospitality Team at
meeneghans@gmail.com
BUT WAIT!! THAT'S NOT ALL!
As an added bonus, you will be
able to enjoy the world premier
of He’s Here! — A Nativity drama
performed by the children of NPC
in conjunction with the North
Park Children’s Choir. This play
will begin at 9:45 a.m. and last
approximately 12 minutes. You
won’t want to miss this
delightful celebration of our
Lord’s Incarnation!

EVENTS AND UPDATES

Gingerbread
House Construction
On Saturday, December 9, beginning at 6:00
p.m. in the Blue Room, we will have our 7th
Annual Gingerbread House Construction Party.
This is a fun evening of refreshments, storytelling,
and making gingerbread houses. This is an
opportunity for you to invite an unchurched
family to experience a fun family night and
celebrate Jesus' coming to earth. To get more
information and see how you can assist, contact
Holly Murphy at hollyeward@gmail.com.

New Hope
Christmas Store Tree
The New Hope Christmas tree is in the lobby.
Those wishing to donate can take an ornament
marked with the age and gender of a child and
purchase an appropriate gift. Donations will
need to be returned to the church by Sunday,
December 10. If you are unable to grab an
ornament, gift cards and cash donations can also
be given along with hats, gloves, and scarves for
winter weather.
In addition to collecting gifts, we would also like
at least two people from NPC to assist with the
event itself on Saturday, December 16.
Questions? Contact Nellie Luther at
naluther724@yahoo.com
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THE ELEPHANT IN THE UNIVERSE

The Elephant in
the Universe
BY: BROOKE HOPKINS
A while back, a friend of mine was at lunch with
some “enlightened” folks, and the conversation
included a comment by one of these erudite
individuals, something to the effect of “…The
myth of Adam and Eve has been a major obstacle
to societal progress.” Huh. I think my response
at that point might have been, “The real problem
with society is that too many people assume that
the truth of Adam and Eve is a myth.”
Secular Humanism and its various postmodern
offspring are the new paradigm for most of our
culture. This shifting sand is the foundation for
various systems of thought, leading to conclusions
that would be quite humorous if they weren’t
so dangerous. A recent NBC report states that
having children is detrimental to the environment,
and “morality suggests we stop having them.” Oops.
We had eight of the little buggers. What moral
code are we talking about here? Also this: 15,000
scientists have endorsed a Warning to Humanity
about the coming environmental apocalypse. Wow.
In order to save energy and the planet, I bet they’ll
probably even want Motel 6 to stop leaving the
light on for us.
But all of these enlightened folks are blind to the
Elephant in the Universe.
If you want to really know about the Apocalypse,
I’ve got a Book for you to read. It tells the true
story of our first parents, and how they fell out of
favor with God because they tried to be like Him,
or pretend like He didn’t exist (like an Elephant
in the Universe). Secular Humanism is almost as
8 old as the earth itself; ever since these two messed

everything up, our race (which we could call the
A&E Network—the Adam and Eve Network) has
endeavored to tune out the Elephant (so tempted
to say tusk, tusk, right there). Consider this:
“Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers
will come with their mocking, following after their
own lusts, and saying, ‘Where is the promise of
His coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep,
all continues just as it was from the beginning of
creation.’ For when they maintain this, it escapes
their notice that by the word of God the heavens
existed long ago and the earth was formed…(and)
by His word the present heavens and earth are being
reserved for fire, kept for the day of judgment and
destruction of ungodly men” (2 Peter 3:3-6).
Talk about a Warning to Humanity! Endorsed by
15,000 pastors, one would hope! Judgment awaits!
And we’re not the ones doing the destroying!
But in this Book we also read that the Elephant
in the Universe so loved the world, with all
its sin, rebellion, and messy children, (whom
He particularly cherishes), that He became a
member of our A&E Network, not to save the
environment, but to save us. As we prepare to
celebrate the coming of the Second Adam on
Christmas, let us remember that the “endarkened”
world desperately needs to know about the
Elephant in the Universe, Who created it and
holds it all together; that He has been grievously
sinned against, and that He has lovingly provided
salvation through the finished work of His Son on
the cross. Joy to the world!

Your Stephen Ministers:
Denise Velarde,
Susan Meeneghan,
and Mark Sharpnack
are excited to share.

STEPHEN MINISTRY

I’M SO GRATEFUL FOR STEPHEN MINISTRY! Fourteen
months ago, I was at a point where I needed someone
to talk to about the struggles in my life. My pastor
recommended I consider meeting with a Stephen
Minister—another man, trained as a caregiver, who
would walk with me during this difficult time. Trusting
someone with personal information about my life was

I really appreciated our times together. Our weekly visits
were more than just meeting to talk. They also helped
keep me accountable between times, to carry through
with the changes I said I wanted to make. My Stephen
Minister often went out of his way to help me in my
struggle. My life experience during the 10 months I met
with my Stephen Minister was not always one of progress.

something I feared at first, but my pastor reassured
me that everything was confidential, so I agreed to
give it a try. I’m so glad I did! Soon after meeting my
Stephen Minister, I quickly sensed I could trust him.
Part of that trust came from knowing he was trained
to help people through their problems. He made
me feel comfortable by not prying for information,
but instead just let me share what was on my
mind. Any questions he did ask fit our conversation
appropriately. Probably the best thing he did for me
was not judging me for my past decisions; rather, he
was there to help me move forward. I think another
significant trust-building factor was being able to
talk with someone who was not in my regular circle
of friends. My friends certainly continued to have a
very important place in my life, but I also needed
someone who could see me objectively. That helped
make it easier to share personal parts of my life. Also,
knowing my Stephen Minister would be there for me
"next week" (we usually met for an hour each week)

It took courage for me to honestly share when I had my
failures and setbacks too. Even then my Stephen Minister
was there for me. He encouraged me not to give up,
but to pick up and keep going forward. That genuine
acceptance spoke to me the most; not to accept failure,
but to confess, turn, and receive forgiveness. Having
someone assure me of that Biblical truth was really
encouraging and was exactly what I needed. My Stephen
Minister walked with me through a really dark part of my
life, pointing me to the truth and love that is in Christ.
I thank the Lord for my Stephen Minister who did not
try to solve all my problems but lovingly, as a Christian
brother, walked along with me through this valley in my
life. If you are dealing with some type of crisis or difficulty
in life, I encourage you to meet with a Stephen Minister.
You won’t regret it! I'm so grateful for Stephen Ministry!
Stephen Ministry really is Christ Caring for people
through people.

gave me confidence. I see how much I needed regular
encouragement as I rode the roller coaster of emotions
that came during this period of instability in my life.

Written by a man who received care from a Stephen Minister
at Emmanuel Evangelical Free Church in Steinbach,
Manitoba - Reprinted by Stephen Ministries St. Louis
with permission.

Do you need genuine acceptance in a time of need?
Call or Email:
Mark Sharpnack
marksharpnack@npcepc.org
(412) 584-8849

Susan Meeneghan
meeneghans@gmail.com
(412) 364-1840

Denise Velarde
DeniseVelarde.StephenMinistry@gmail.com
(210) 771-2079
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