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FYI

August Memory Verse:
 

All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and 
whoever comes to Me I will never cast out.

– John 6:37

A PUBLICATION OF NORTH PARK 
EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH



Blessing 
Bea

TO NORTH PARK CHURCH:

I would like to thank all those who have 
helped me through the recent fl ood of my 
home. Thank you to the volunteers led by 
Dan Sherwin who have been working on my 
house to repair it. Bruce Allison, Joe Daly, 
Andy Kish, Denny Koska, Dick Luther, Lee 
Miller, Chad Morley, Doug Reed, Dan and 
Kevin Sherwin, Dick, Ben and Tim Skillen, 
and Andy and Caleb Stites worked hard to 
do the repairs needed. 

Thank you to those who have provided meals 
and donations. I really appreciate all you did 
for me. It was so kind and thoughtful.

Love, 
Bea
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Did you know that RYAN THOMAS MURPHY was born to TODD and HOLLY on June 24…..that we return to school year Sunday 

schedules on September 3….that the former emperor of Morocco, Moaulay Ismail, was reported to have fathered 548 sons and 

340 daughters…..that Christmas Eve will be on a Sunday this year…..that PEGGY ANDERSON just became a con� rmed member of 

our church…..that Betty Haley who died in 1956 had two great-great-great grandchildren among her 256 living relatives…..

that JANIE KOSKA is retiring as church receptionist on August 10…..that new member DAVID CHAMBERLIN recently threw out 

the � rst pitch at a Cincinnatti Reds game….that the longest pregnancy on record was 389 days for a 25 year-old in England 

in 1954…..that JIM and BARB CHILDRESS live most of the summer at their home on Lake George…..that BARRY and KIM ZAISER 

bought a house next to JIM and BARB on Lake George…..that the heaviest childbirth of modern times was a 24 pound boy born in 

Turkey in 1961…..that NBC used the NPC parking lot as a staging and parking area for a photo shoot at North Park on July 

17….that LUKE MATTSON works at Hampton Fields Village….that CALEB MATTSON has spent the summer in Montana with his 

grandparents….that the longest � ngernails on record were 22 inches long and belonged to a Chinese priest…..that FRANK LIBRICH 
is doing well after back surgery…..that the MCGLOTHLINS are in Orlando for two months…..that there are 17 di� erent words for 

“surrender” in the French language…..that 7,930 persons are injured by musical instruments in the US each year…that those 

who read the FYI are 11% less likely to be injured by musical instruments than those who don’t…. 

Did you know these things? I thought you should.

Did You Know? BY DAN HENDLEY
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July 29-August 4
Missions Trip to Providence, RI

  6

Youth Group Schedule for August

6:30 - 8:30 P.M.
Summer Sunday #6 
Ross & Christie Wilkin’s 
house. 823 Wellington 
Drive, Seven Fields, 
PA 16046 

11:00 A.M. – 2:00 P.M.
Summer Bible Study 
Jeff & Ellen Longjohn’s 
house. 112 Buehner Drive, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15237

KENNYWOOD DAY 

11:00 A.M. – 2:00 P.M.
Last Summer Bible Study
Jeff & Ellen Longjohn’s 
house. 112 Buehner Drive, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15237

   10 

13

17

20 

27

6:30-8:30 P.M.
Summer Sunday #7 
Jeff & Barb Buirge’s 
house. 395 Sunset Road, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15237

NO Youth Group
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Coming 
Apart at 

the Seems
BY BROOKE  HOPKINS

“What a world, what a world…” So said the melting Wicked 
Witch of the East. How did she know? Prophesying even as she 
turned to goo. � ings are crazy out there, aren’t they? As Tarzan 
came home from work, Jane asked him how his day was, and he 
responded shaking his head, “It’s a jungle out there.” 

We have all the makings of humdinger of a future here in this 
fallen world. As the southern rock band Atlanta Rhythm Section 
used to sing, “� e world is in an uproar, and I see no end in sight.” 
I mean, come ON! We’ve got this circus going on in our nation’s 
capitol, the lies � ying every which way, and the media doing its 
part; it seems like we can’t trust anyone anymore. 

If we can turn our attention away from these domestic 
distractions, then there’s Russia, our perennial threat, and North 
Korea, our seemingly imminent threat. Oh—and China. All 
seems like we’re headed toward a world war, doesn’t it?

Oh, and did I mention the Middle East, and terrorism, and 
suicide bombings? It seems like we can’t be safe anywhere. 
And if we get past all the international drama and suspense, 
we have (cue scary organ music)—Climate Change! It used to 
be called “Global Warming” until things cooled o�  and certain 
data was shown to be manipulated. And there’s a super-volcano 
underneath Yellowstone Park that’s ready to blow us all to 
Smithereens (I’ve never been there—heard it’s nice), and threaten 
the very existence of life on earth. If the stray asteroid or two 

doesn’t hit us � rst. Sure seems like we don’t stand a chance.  
If you’re like me, then you may have issues on your heart that 
strike much closer to home. Relational. Spiritual. Financial. 
Health. Add these to the previous potpourri of pressing problems 
(try saying THAT into a microphone without popping your P’s), 
and it’s easy to be overwhelmed and think, Wow. We are coming 
apart at the seams! 

But no! We’re not!! We’re only coming apart at the seems. Bigger 
than all our issues that seem insurmountable—household, 
national, international, economic, ecological, global, interstellar, 
whatever—is the God who is behind, before, above, under, 
around, and in it all. And, when we understand that He has 
ordained—even foreordained—whatsoever comes to pass in His 
creation, and that in His Son Jesus, all things hold together, then 
we can stop listening to the voices of doom and instead sing “He’s 
got the whole world in His Hands.” We are not coming apart at 
the seams, no matter how dire things may seem. 

Oh, wait—there is one seam that came apart. � e curtain in 
the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom (ok, maybe not 
at a seam…). � e death of Jesus on the cross broke the barrier 
between man and God, and we can access His throne with every 
one of our concerns about all this ruckus going on here on earth. 
And we are assured, through faith in His redeeming, forgiving 
love and grace, that we will not perish, but have everlasting life 
with Him. What could seem better than that?

ARTICLES OF FAITH
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GET INVOLVED AT NPC

Chili 
Cook-Off

BY BEN BURKHOLDER

Congregational 
Meeting

For the past number of years, North Park has 
worked in partnership with a nearby apartment 
complex (Hickory Hills) to host the Chili Cook-
Off.  We have been privileged to host this event 
on their property, which allows us to be engaged 
with people in our community that might never 
come to visit our church otherwise. Since North 
Park Church wants to impact the world in word 
and deed, this is one small but important way we 
as a church body can be present in and connect 
with the people who live nearby.

As a result, we are once again conducting the 
Chili Cook-Off, which means that we will need 
volunteers to serve in a variety of ways. First of 
all, we will need chefs who can cook up a batch 
of their favorite chili to share with others. In 
addition, we will need people to help set up, 
others to be winsome greeters, and still others 
to help tear down. If you wish to be involved in 
any way, look for the sign up in the lobby to let us 
know how you would like to contribute.

Plan to stay an extra hour after worship 
on Sunday, August 27, for our annual 
Congregational Meeting. The topics to be 
discussed: 

• Election of Offi cers

• Pastor’s Salary

• Presentation of the Budget

• and more

Nursery care will continue during the meeting. 
Young children can join in.

August 19, 5:00-7:30 p.m.
Hickory Hills Clubhouse

100 Arthur Drive, Wexford, PA

Sunday, August 27
Right after Worship in the Sanctuary
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BY TERRY MEENEGHAN
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� e Deacon Building and Grounds (DBG) Team is thrilled to 
write this article to share and celebrate with you the many capital 
improvements that were implemented this past year to update 
and beautify our campus facilities which support the ministry 
vision of NPC. We publicly praise God for what has been 
accomplished, and are deeply appreciative of the many dedicated 
sta�  and volunteers who were instrumental in making it happen. 
While not every project can be included, below is a list of the 
highlights of what was accomplished in the 2016-2017 � scal year. 

• By the time this article is published, the new roof over the 
sanctuary building should be nearly completed, resolving 
ongoing problems with leaks and greatly improving the look 
and longevity of our facility. We praise God that this important 
project was achieved.

• Concurrent with the roof 
work was the replacement 
of the heating and air 
conditioning units that 
have provided decades of 
service, but have exceeded 
their design lives. We thank 
Brian Altmyer for donating 
his time and professional 
expertise to help keep us 
warm in the winter and cool    

and comfortable in the summer while worshiping our Lord.

• Weather permitting, by the time you are reading this article, 
the third annual volunteer painting project should be 
completed. � e western wall of the original building, the main 

entrance to the Blue Room, was selected to support the many 
public ministries conducted in the Blue Room. We praise God 
for the many volunteers who donated their time and skills to 
make this project possible, and Terry Meeneghan who 

coordinated the project

• Another outside project was the 
replacement of the double glass exit 
doors and transom windows. Original 
to the building, over the years, the 
doors’ locking mechanisms had worn 
out and the glass had been broken. � e 
replacement doors and windows not 
only look great, but solved a security 
concern within our facility. We thank 
the Blackburn Study Center for 
partnering  with us on this. 

• Tom Loar and Chad Fair� eld replaced a broken downspout 
connector, requiring a considerable amount of manual labor. 

Praising God for his 
Faithful Provisions

� e work was done after a plumbing contractor cleared debris 
that had been obstructing an underground drain pipe. 
Removing the clog solved breezeway � ooding that occurred 
during heavy rains.

• While few may never see the new HVAC units on the church 
roof or notice back exit doors, we expect everyone has noticed 
and appreciated the extensive painting that has been done 
throughout the interior of the church. � e men’s and women’s 
rooms on all three � oors were painted as well as two classrooms 
on the third � oor and several o�  ces and hallways in the sta�  area. 
We thank Steve Karr for donating a considerable amount of time, 
and Kim Haytock for selecting coordinating colors.

• � is year saw a lot of needed work completed in the Blue 
Room kitchen. Susan Meeneghan led a team of over 30 
volunteers who scrubbed and sanitized the kitchen walls, � oors, 
and cabinets. Every utensil was cleaned, sorted, and put back into 
its proper drawer, shelf and cupboard. � ree new ranges were 
installed, each providing 4 high-capacity burners, an oval grill 
burner, an over-sized convection oven, and a warming drawer. 
Many ministries use the kitchen and will bene� t from these 
important upgrades, and we praise God for supplying them.

• Needed electrical work was conducted within our buildings  
to improve functionality and safety. We thank Paul Spangler 
and Tom Loar who have repaired the emergency lighting system 
in the original building. Paul also worked with Chad Fair� eld 
to replace outlets in our children’s areas with modern child-safe 
outlets. Dan Sherwin and the Deacon Safety Team led volunteers 

to upgrade the emergency exit signs 
and lighting throughout the church 
campus. We are grateful to Brian 
Osmond who spent considerable time 
with the panel boxes in the Blue Room, 
tracing and labeling the wiring and 
circuit breakers.

• Ministry projects are not limited to 
the NPC campus. God has provided 
opportunities for the DBG Team to 
help multiple widows with needs 

around their homes. We praise God for the men who o� ered 
their handyman skills to support the body of Christ, and for Dan 
Sherwin and Chad Morley who often organize the e� orts.

Please pray for the Session Elders, and those developing and 
approving the budget for � scal year 2018. � ere are many facility 
items remaining on our rather long list of needs, and several are 
quite expensive. � e elders will need God’s wisdom and guidance 
as they set ministry goals, decide the quantity of funds which can 
be made available, and establish � nancial priorities as to which 
projects and improvements should be implemented � rst and 
which items will need to wait.

� e DBG Team encourages all of you to join us in praising 
God and celebrating as a community of believers for all that 
was accomplished this past year to improve our facilities which 
actively support our NPC ministries. � is article provides only 
highlights, and many other improvements were made during 
this � scal year. � e DBG Team also wants to express our deepest 
appreciation for Mark Sharpnack and the servant leadership 
he has consistently provided. Mark has spent countless hours 
behind the scenes meeting with and empowering volunteers, and 
providing the necessary guidance and coordination between sta� , 
elders, and volunteers. � e DBG Team also would like to thank 
Tom Loar for his servant attitude in maintaining our facilities 
and for Joe Wanninger who faithfully volunteers his time on a 
regular basis throughout the year. We also thank the volunteers on 
the Capital Advisory Team (CAT) for their continuing input and 
support. In the same way this article has room for only highlights 
of the completed projects, it can only highlight the countless 
individuals who have graciously volunteered their time and talents 
to maintain and improve the facilities God has allowed our 
congregation to utilize and has entrusted into our care.
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Family of the Month: 
Sanders

BY KELLY LAIRD

New Ministry 
Opportunity: Emergency 

Prayer Connection

FAMILY OF THE MONTH

It’s August and our family of the 
month is the Sanders family! Let’s 
start with the adults. Kevin is a 
procurement manager at Bechtel 
Plant Machinery and has been 
working there for twelve years. 
Kevin grew up in Willow Grove, 
Pennsylvania (So he's a Philadelphia 
sports fan - try not to hold that 
against him!) and moved to 
Pittsburgh after graduating from 
Grove City College in 2005 because 
of his job and his future wife. He 
is an elder here at our church, the 
head of the � nance committee, leads 
a small group, and does a fantastic 
job with announcements on Sunday mornings. Alison is a busy 
stay-at-home mom currently after working for several years at 
WORD-FM in sales. Alison grew up around here, attending 
Mars in her early years and � nishing, like Kevin, at GCC. Alison 
is involved at church as a co-leader of Moms Fellowship and is 
part of the Women’s Connection team. In her little bit of free 
time, she enjoys sewing. � e family lives in Hampton. � ese 
two met at the freshman orientation co-rec games and started 
dating a few weeks later. � ey married in November of 2005 and 
then started the hunt for a church, trying a di� erent one each 
week. � ey � rst attended our church in January 2006 and have 
been here ever since! � is energetic couple is also in a care group 
with the Fowlers, McGlothlins, Murphys and Bolibrucks. � ey 
love meeting with their group to be encouraged in lots of areas 
- including parenting and work-life balance. A favorite verse of 
theirs is Joshua 24:15 and they are certainly striving to do what 
it says!

Now it’s onto the kids! Chloe is the kind, 
� rstborn Sanders child. She will turn eight 
this month and enjoys ballet, drawing, 
animals and having friends over to play. � e 
almost-always-smiling middle child is April. 
� is little one is six-years-old and takes ballet 
and tap. She also enjoys riding her bike, hula-
hooping and is an excellent reader. Peter’s 
number three, which is perfect because he is 
three years old. � is little dude is, “passionate 
about Paw Patrol and helping Daddy mow 
the grass.” Another blessing to Alison and 
Kevin is that he loves to eat! What great kids!

Please pray for this family in several di� erent 
ways. One, pray for the kids to shine the light 

and love of Jesus to those in their school. � e girls will be in school 
of Po�  Elementary full time and Peter will go to preschool 2 half 
days each week. Two, please pray for Alison as the family leaves 
behind “babyhood.” She would like some guidance on how to use 
her time according to God’s plan. � ree, Kevin would bene� t from 
prayers for guidance in his various leadership roles. When you see 
them, please say hello to the Sanders family! 

“...choose this day whom you will serve... But as for me and my 
house, we will serve the Lord.”   
Joshua 24:15

 BY GAIL NELSON

Part of our mission at North Park Church is to connect in caring 
community. While this can take many forms, one is lifting each 
other before the throne of grace in intercessory prayer. We truly 
believe in the power of prayer.

You can call the church o�  ce anytime during business hours and 
engage numerous prayer warriors to cover your prayer concern in 
a short period of time, but what happens when the lights are o� , 
the doors are locked, and no one is there? What happens if you 
encounter a crisis or dire situation needing prayer support? 
Your North Park family wants to be there for you during these 
times as well!

It is my privilege to introduce you to the NPC Emergency Prayer 
Connection. � is is speci� cally for those times during non-
business hours when prayer is needed. � is ministry has existed 

for quite some time, but we thought it was time to bring it 
front and center, revamp the procedure, and recruit more 
prayer warriors!

� ere will be two ways to be involved, either via a text 
message or an actual phone call.

If you would like to sign up or have more information, 
please contact me or call the church o�  ce. I will be in touch 
with speci� c instructions as soon as the team is � nalized.

“� e prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is 
working.” James 5:16

Gail Nelson, Board of Deacons: (412)303-4651 or 
gailnelson36@hotmail.com 

GET INVOLVED AT NPC
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GET INVOLVED AT NPC

NPC 
Trap Shoot

WHEN:  Saturday, September 23 from
10:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M.
WHERE:  Gospel Fellowship Church, Rt. 8 
between Rt. 228 east and west. 
WHO:  Anyone: men and women, boys 
and girls age 11 and up. Invite your friends 
and neighbors. 
COST:  $15.00 per person (This will cover 
clays, shells and food.)

No experience required. We will train you 
and teach you all the safety lessons for 
proper handling of a gun. 

Contact Dawson Haytock at 
dhaytock@gmail.com for more details.

When Do I Really 
Need a Care Group?

BY MARK SHARPNACK

FAMILY OF THE MONTH

Pastor Ben and I have unoffi cially designated August 
as Care Group Advertising Month. This is a good time 
to share before the busy autumn season begins. We 
have two new care groups launching then, so we 
would like you to consider jumping in. Although I 
am more of an administrator than a marketer, let me 
offer a personal testimony.

Some people say that they cannot imagine how 
they could fi t a care group into their current busy 
schedule. Conversely, I cannot imagine not being a 
member of a care group. So it may depend on one's 
perspective. Thank God that I have been in care 
groups at North Park Church for decades. Permit 
me to share specifi c times in my life when I really 
needed a care group, since they might also be times 
when you do. I needed a care group as a: 

• Young man seeking to be discipled 
• Newlywed wanting to be a good husband
• Parent of young children, facing discipline and      
  school choices
• New elder needing to learn to lead 
• Parent of teens dealing with confl ict
• Parent of a college student who seeks other adult    
  infl uences

You might need a care group, if you're like me, 
when you:

• Moved away from family to start on your own
• Learn that your child has a disease or challenge
• Find yourself in an ambulance and consider 
  life's brevity
• Wanted to better understand Reformed theology 
• Lose a sibling
• Lose a parent
• Lost my father to heart failure 
• Adjusted to the "empty nest"

At North Park Church, our care groups are places 
where we:

1) Cultivate meaningful relationships in which we  
    are known by others
2) Support "one another's" growth in Christ
3) Care for each other's needs

Can you see how these connect with the times I 
needed a care group?

Earlier this year, Dr. Scott Barber led some Care 
Group Leader Training for us. He shared that 
everyone has two basic psychological needs to be 
loved and to be valued. We thought care groups 
could help with those needs. Do you?

So what is going on in your life right now? Could 
you fi t a care group into that?
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Some people say that they 
cannot imagine how they 
could fi t a care group into 

their current busy schedule. 
Conversely, I cannot imagine 

not being a member of a 
care group.

"

"




