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(John 13:1-17) It was just before the Passover Feast. Jesus knew that 

the time had come for him to leave this world and go to the Father. 

Having loved his own who were in the world, he now showed them 

the full extent of his love... “Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, 

have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. I 

have set you an example that you should do as I have done for 

you… Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you 

do them.” 

Who is a Servant? 

 Doulos: bondservant. 

(Mark 9:35) Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, 

“Anyone who wants to be first must be the very last, and the 

servant of all.” 

Principle: Lifetime COMMITTMENT. 

 Diakonos: deacon. 

(Matthew 20:26-28) Whoever wants to become great among you 

must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be your 

slave—just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to 

serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

Principle: Focused on the NEEDS of others. 
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 Huperetes: under-rower. 

(Acts 26:16) “Now get up and stand on your feet. I have appeared 

to you to appoint you as a servant and as a witness of what you 

have seen and will see of me.” 

Principle: Magnify Jesus, NOT me. (FOCUS) 

A lifetime commitment to serve people’s needs in such a way that 

magnifies Jesus, not me. 

The Heart of a Servant 

1. A servant puts SERVICE over STATUS. 

(Philippians 2:3-4) Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain 

conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, not 

looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the 

others. 

2. A servant puts OBEDIENCE over COMFORT. 

(Luke 10:30-37 Message) “There was once a man traveling from 

Jerusalem to Jericho. On the way he was attacked by robbers. They 

took his clothes, beat him up, and went off leaving him half-dead. 

Luckily, a priest was on his way down the same road, but when he 

saw him he angled across to the other side. Then a Levite religious 

man showed up; he also avoided the injured man. A Samaritan 

traveling the road came on him. When he saw the man’s condition, 

his heart went out to him. He gave him first aid, disinfecting and 
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bandaging his wounds. Then he lifted him onto his donkey, led 

him to an inn, and made him comfortable. In the morning he took 

out two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper, saying, ‘Take 

good care of him. If it costs any more, put it on my bill—I’ll pay 

you on my way back.’ “What do you think? Which of the three 

became a neighbor to the man attacked by robbers?” “The one who 

treated him kindly,” the religion scholar responded. Jesus said, “Go 

and do the same.” 

3. A servant puts SACRIFICE over SUCCESS. 

John 6:1-14 New International Version (NIV) 

6 Some time after this, Jesus crossed to the far shore of the Sea of 

Galilee (that is, the Sea of Tiberias), 2 and a great crowd of people 

followed him because they saw the signs he had performed by 

healing the sick. 3 Then Jesus went up on a mountainside and sat 

down with his disciples. 4 The Jewish Passover Festival was near. 

5 When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward him, 

he said to Philip, “Where shall we buy bread for these people to 

eat?” 6 He asked this only to test him, for he already had in mind 

what he was going to do. 

7 Philip answered him, “It would take more than half a year’s 

wages to buy enough bread for each one to have a bite!” 

8 Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke 

up, 9 “Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two small 

fish, but how far will they go among so many?” 

10 Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” There was plenty of grass 

in that place, and they sat down (about five thousand men were 

there). 11 Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to 
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those who were seated as much as they wanted. He did the same 

with the fish. 

12 When they had all had enough to eat, he said to his 

disciples, “Gather the pieces that are left over. Let nothing be 

wasted.” 13 So they gathered them and filled twelve baskets with the 

pieces of the five barley loaves left over by those who had eaten. 

14 After the people saw the sign Jesus performed, they began to 

say, “Surely this is the Prophet who is to come into the world.” 

 

CLOSING: (Matthew 25:37-40) “Then the righteous will answer 

him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty 

and give you something to drink? When did we see you a stranger 

and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? When did we 

see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ “The King will reply, 

‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these 

brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’” 

 


