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Christian sympathy is extended to the family of  

Alma L. Steele 
at her death on April 8, 2017  

 

“Precious in the sight of the Lord is the  
death of His saints.” -Psalm 116:15 
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As was reported at the Congregational meeting on Sunday, April 
30, over the past several years there have been a number of 
improvements needed at First ARP Church. The Diaconate 
presented a proposal to the Session for a Capital Improvement 
Campaign which the Session has approved. South State Bank 
has agreed to provide the church a line of credit, not to exceed 
$200,000.00, for the needed renovations and repairs.  
 

The items included in this plan approved by the Session and 
Congregation are:  
1. Renovation of the gymnasium.  
2. Replace the HVAC system in the sanctuary and the Roger’s 
Classroom.  
3. Repair, scrape and paint windows in the old education 
building.  
4. Remodel the men’s restroom on the first floor of the old 
education building.  
5. Replace carpet in the connector leading to Sanctuary.  
6. Repair stained glass windows in Sanctuary.  
7. Re-lamp lights in Robinson Hall.  
8. Refinish front doors to the Sanctuary.  
 

Terms and conditions of the line of credit are for 5 to 7 years 
with an interest rate of 3.65% for five years to increase to 
3.95% if extended to 7 years. Repayment will be interest only 
on the amount drawn for repairs for the first 3 months followed 
by principal and interest payments on the balance.  
 

A Capital Improvements Campaign will begin in August of 
this year and run through December in order to generate 
needed funds to complete these projects so that there will 
hopefully not be a need for an extended loan from South 
State Bank. I hope you will join me in prayerfully 
considering your participation in this campaign.  

Pastor’s Message 
Barry Dagenhart, Senior Pastor 



Meet Our Communicants 
This spring, six students completed the Communicants Class, all with perfect attendance.  

Join us in welcoming these young people as they profess their faith and become  
Communicant Members of First ARP Church.  

Evan Neel Simpson Gettys is the youngest 
son of John and Christi Gettys, and the 
grandson of John and Dottie Gettys. Evan is a 
6th grader at Sullivan Middle School where 
he enjoys social studies and sports. He has 
two older brothers, Jack and Grier, and loves 
to eat cheeseburgers. Evan wants to become 
a lawyer and his favorite Bible verse is John 
3:16.  

Emmie 
Knox Kiser 
is a 6th 
grader at 
Sullivan 
Middle 
School and 
enjoys 
science, 
reading, 
and ballet. She is the youngest 
daughter of Tim  and Connie Kiser, 
and sister of Anne Sanders. She 
loves going to Camp Bonclarken, 
being part of the York County 
Ballet Company, and hopes to be 
a school librarian one day. Her 
favorite Bible verse is Luke 18:16.  

Caleb Christian Evan Ramsey, the son of 
Chad and Tiffany Ramsey, loves all sports, 
social studies, and fried chicken. Caleb is a 
6th grader at Dutchman Creek Middle School 
and his favorite subject is social studies. He 
has a younger brother, Lucas, and a dog, 
Tucker. Caleb hopes to be a professional 
baseball player and his favorite verse is 
Philippians 4:13.  

Jacob Dylan Stutts, son of Amber Graham and 
Jeff Stutts, and grandson of Chris and Angela 
Fischesser, is a 7th grader at Sullivan Middle 
School, where his favorite subject is math. 
Jake loves to read and play video games, and 
hopes to one day be a video game tester. He 
has an older sister, Kelsey, and younger 
brother, Shane, and loves pepperoni pizza. His 
favorite Bible verse is John 14:6.  

Eli Wilson 
Robinson is 
the oldest son 
of Patrick & 
Heather 
Robinson, and 
the grandson 
of Bob & 
Mary 
Robinson. A 

6th grader at Rawlinson Road 
Middle School, Eli loves to read, 
draw, and play computer games. 
He has two brothers, Nathan and 
Miles, and a dog, Baxter. Eli 
wants to be an architect and his 
favorite Bible verse is Psalm 23.  

“I have no 
greater joy 

than to hear 
that my 

children are 
walking in the 

truth.”                   
3 John 1:4 

*Caris Ann Kulbok also completed the Communicants class, but was unable to attend on our 
New Member Sunday. We look forward to welcoming Caris as a Communicant Member soon. * 



Meet Our New Members 
Welcome Margaret and Jim Townsend! Jim is a native 
Rock Hillian having attended Winthrop Training School, and 
graduated from RH High and Clemson University. Margaret 
is a native of Mt. Airy, NC and attended Women’s College 
(now UNCG) in Greensboro.  Jim’s career was as an 
engineer in the textile and construction industry as well as 
owner and president of Waldrop Supply Co in Rock Hill. 
Margaret was manager of a hotel in Boone, NC and also 
worked in the assisted living healthcare business. They 
come to First ARP from Rumple Memorial Presbyterian 
Church in Blowing Rock where they have a summer home. 
 

They have five children between them and nine 
grandchildren. The families are scattered from New York to 
Colorado and Cincinnati to North Carolina. Jim has two 
major hobbies. He is an antique auto enthusiast with 
Model A Ford being his main interest. He and Margaret 
tour with clubs in their cars. He is also a woodworker 
building period furniture and novelty items like bowls, 
cutting boards, boxes, etc.  

Welcome Michelle and Bill Cunningham 
Bill and Michelle Cunningham recently 
moved to Rock Hill from Waynesville, 
North Carolina. They were introduced to 
First ARP by Bill's sister and her husband 
Beth and David Gault. Bill and Michelle 
have three older children and in April 
welcomed their first grandchild. They 
enjoy following Gamecock sports, time at 
the beach and in the western North 
Carolina mountains.   



Our final Wednesday evening 
Foundations for the Family event for 
the spring will kick-off with a church-

wide picnic. Come enjoy grilled 
hamburgers, hot dogs, and a 
wonderful time of fellowship.  

 

Following our meal the Children’s Choir will perform 
their spring program: 

 “The Tale of Three Trees”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Don’t miss this special evening! 

 

 

Church-Wide Picnic &  
Children’s Musical  

Wednesday, May 3 beginning at 5:30 p.m. 



Vacation Bible School 
June 26-30, 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 

The countdown is on for the most 
exciting week of the summer!   

Gear up for an imaginative, amazing 
week! At Maker Fun Factory VBS kids 
will discover not only that God made 

them the way they are, but for a 
specific purpose too! This week will be 

filled with incredible Bible learning 
experiences that kids will see, hear, 

touch, and even taste.  
 

Registration for children and 
volunteers is OPEN and available 

online and in the connector. There are 
many opportunities for all ages to 

serve! Classes will be offered for ages 
3 - 5th grade, and nursery will be 

available for children of 
volunteers.  Invite friends and 

neighbors to join us for this wonderful 
week discovering how we are each 

uniquely created by God for a 
purpose!   

Register online by clicking the link below: 

https://vbspro.events/p/events/firstarp   
or see the display in the connector  

for more information 

“Giving Gears” 
Give VBS your leftover materials! 

We can use cardboard boxes, cans, 
pool noodles, wrenches, dryer vent 
tubing, cardboard tubes, pegboard, 
aluminum pie plates, paint buckets, 

concrete mix… 
For those of you involved in spring 
outdoor projects, we would love 
leftover spray paint— any color! 

 

Look for more specific  
“Giving Gears” coming soon!  

https://vbspro.events/p/events/firstarp


Remaining First ARP Host Weeks for 2017 
May 28-June 4 
August 20-27 

November 12-19 

Family Promise  

BIG NEWS 

Stephanie, a guest in our last rotation, 
has delivered her baby, a girl named 
Miracle Hope and all are doing well. 
Please pray for Stephanie and her 
sweet little girl. Caring for a newborn is 
difficult under any circumstances, and 
Stephanie will have her 
hands full now!  MAY 28-JUNE 4 

We will have guests again the week 
beginning Sunday May 28.  Volunteers are 
always needed as greeters and especially 
overnight hosts. If you are interested in 
being an overnight host, contact George 
Coxhead or Timmy Marshall. Everyone 
who has volunteered to do so has said it 
was the easiest volunteer job they ever 
did. Please volunteer and support this 
important ministry.  



Women’s Summer Bible Study 
First ARP Women’s Ministries invites you to join in 

their summer bible study: 

Hearing Jesus Speak into Your Sorrow  
By: Nancy Guthrie 

 

The study will meet Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m.  
 beginning June 14 and ending July 19.  

Come when you can and be sure to invite others! 

HARPs 
 

      A wonderful and fun time was had by all at the HARPs (Happy Associate Reformed 
Presbyterians-our Senior Ministry) luncheon on Tuesday, April 18th. A huge thank you to all those 
who made this event possible. Your enthusiasm and hard work to rejuvenate the HARPS is very 
much appreciated, and the kick off was a huge success.  Over 60 HARPs gathered in Robinson Hall 
to enjoy a marvelous catered lunch by Erin McManus and to hear a wonderful program presented 
by Wade Fairey and Paul Gettys.  It was most interesting to learn about "Roots and Recall, 
Exploring SC History, Historic Homes and Family stories" and all the website has to offer 
(www.rootsandrecall.com).   
 

     As new members of the church, we are excited and 
thankful to become a part of the HARPs group 
(definitely one advantage to getting older!). Our first 
experience with HARPS was attending the annual 
Christmas lunch.  It was so much fun and such a 
blessing to experience this fellowship, we knew at that 
moment we wanted to be involved with this special 
group.  We are excited for this new rejuvenation of 
HARPS and look forward to what's ahead, and we hope 
you are too!  

—Beth & Jeff Diers 

HARPs Upcoming Dates 
 

June 15:  
Pearl Fryar  

Topiary Garden  
and Lunch 

July 15:  
Summer 

gathering… Mark 
your calendars! 
Details to come 

Cost is $12.  
Contact Kathy Barron to reserve a book: 

803-980-0925 or mkhbarron@gmail.com 



Congratulations to... 
Mary Phillips Gettys 

National Award for Women in American History 
 

     On Tuesday, April 18, the same day as Paul Revere took his midnight ride, 
Mary Phillips Gettys received the National Award for Women in American 
History, the first given in 2017, from the Daughters of the American 
Revolution, Catawba Chapter.  Mary was among the first generation of 
women to serve in the military in the United States during wartime.  She 
served in the WAVES (Women Accepted for Volunteer Emergency Service) 
from 1943-1946, encoding and decoding classified messages, among other 
duties.  We offer our congratulations to Mary, and thank her for her service 
during World War II.   

Jamey Dagenhart 
Erskine Outstanding Young Alumni 

 

     The Erskine Outstanding Young Alumni Award recognizes 
Erskine Alumni who have graduated in the last 15 years who 
have begun to be a positive and encouraging influence in 
their community, church, profession, and to Erskine.  
     On Saturday, April 22 Jamey Dagenhart was recognized by 
the Erskine Alumni Association for his service to First ARP as 
an elder, his active involvement in Sunday School, his service 
as Just Joy Chairman, and Co-director of All American 
Athletes. Jamey also 
works with the Church 
Equipping Team of Joni 

and Friends to help churches integrate special needs 
families into active church life. Jamey has exhibited 
service to the community through his  membership on 
the Board of the York County Free Clinic and the 
Erskine Alumni Board. We offer our congratulations to 
Jamey and thank him for his service to so many!  



May Birthdays 
1 
David Slough 
 
2 
Tom Gunderson 
Anna Low 
Emma Low 
Christopher McKinney 
 
3 
MeiRose Barnette 
Jan Elliot 
Walt Heinsohn 
Dick Herron 
 
5 
Carol Smith 
 
7 
Lydia Brakefield 
Joe Sutton  
 
10 
Robert Faulkner 
 
11 
Sarah Velkovich 

12 
Lib Anderson 
Evelyn Large 
Katie Ledford 
Jake Stutts 
 
13 
Josh Lawrence 
 
14 
Jeanie Revell 
 
15 
Terisa Brakefield 
Barbara Lesslie 
Robbie Lesslie 
Rachel Lyon 
Rita Whitesides 
 
16 
Hannah Robinson 
 
18  
Cassie Brault 
 
19 
John Landstreet, Jr.  

21 
Ellen Hamilton 
 
22 
Eliza Dreier 
Noah Lesslie 
 
24 
Timmy Marshall 
Benjamin Simpson 
 
25 
Betsy Dreier 
 
27 
Erin Cauthen 
Hunter Rogers 
Alex Simpson 
 
29 
Rod Graham 
Hadley Harris 



MAY Calendar of Events 
Sunday 
 

9:00 a.m. Worship 

10:00 a.m. Sunday School 

11:00 a.m. Worship 

 

Wednesday 
Foundations for the Family 

5:30 p.m. Meal in Robinson Hall 

6:00 p.m. Children’s Choir 
6:30 p.m. Adult Study 

7:15 p.m. Adult Choir Practice 
(Last Foundations for the Spring will be 
Wednesday, May 3) 
 

Preschool 
9 a.m.– 1 p.m. Monday-Friday  
(Last day is May 19) 
 

Just Joy  

every 4th Thursday 
6:30 p.m. Worship Service 

geared toward special needs friends 
and families, but all are welcome to 
come and participate! 

MONDAY, May 1 
• Circle #3 @ home of Ginger Smith 
        6:30 p.m.** note change of time ** 
 
WEDNESDAY, May 3 
• Preschool Family Chapel 
        9:00 a.m. 
• Church-Wide Picnic and Children’s Musical 

       Picnic Begins @ 5:30 p.m. 
 
THURSDAY, May 4 
• Barry Dagenhart Prayer Team 
        8:00 a.m. 
• Circle #2 

       10:00 a.m., Faith Room  
 
SUNDAY, May 7 
• Communion 
        9:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. Worship 
• All American Athletes Banquet 
        4:00 p.m., Robinson Hall   
 
MONDAY, May 8 
• Jeanie Alexander Prayer Team  
        9:30 a.m. @ home of Susan Barron  
 
TUESDAY, May 9 
• Diaconate 
        6:30 p.m.   
 
SUNDAY, May 14 
Mother’s Day 
 
SATURDAY, May 13 
• Caregiver Bible Study 
        9:30 a.m., Faith Room   

MONDAY, May 15 
• Session 
        7:00 p.m. 
TUESDAY, May 16 
• CSC Tea in the Parlor 
        3:00 p.m. 
 
WEDNESDAY, May 17 
• Preschool Graduation  
        10:00 a.m.  
• Preschool Family Picnic 
        11:00 a.m.  
 
THURSAY, May 18 
• Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen  
        9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.   
 
FRIDAY, May 19 
• Last Day of Preschool  
 
SUNDAY, May 21 
• Women’s Ministries Board Meeting 
        6:30 p.m. 
 
THURSDAY, May 25 
• Just Joy 
        6:30 p.m. 
 
SUNDAY, May 28 
• Start of Family Promise Week  
 
MONDAY, May 29 
Memorial Day, Church Office Closed 

Family Promise 
week is  

May 28-June 4  
If you have a picture or article you’d like to submit for newsletter 

consideration please email it to: newsletter@firstarp.org 
(The deadline is the 20th of each month. For example, the deadline for the 

June newsletter is May 20!) 

Please be advised that our Weekly Update emails utilize the same list 
that we use to send out the Newsletter. If you unsubscribe from one, 

then you unsubscribe from both. If, for any reason, we have the wrong 
email or you feel that you have been left out, then please contact the 

front office. You can also go to the bottom of any of our emails and 
Update Subscription Preferences directly. If you are subscribed, but 

having trouble be sure to check your Spam folder as you may need to 
add us to your contact list. Thank you for your patience!  

 

To access any newsletters you can also visit firstarp.org/connect 


