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Friend of Sinners 

 
Bottom Line: We must develop close friendships with both likeminded believers and 

those who are far from God if we are to be like Jesus.  
 
Who were your closest friends growing up? How would you describe your relationship 
with them? How do your friendships today differ from your childhood friendships? 
 
Between childhood and adulthood, we go through a lengthy maturation process (or at least 
some of us do). Part of that process includes being more discerning about our relationships with 
people. We hear wise statements like “bad company corrupts good character” (1 Corinthians 
15:33) and “you are who you hang out with” and we take them to heart, allowing them to 
influence who we associate with. This is a good and right thing to do. We need to be mindful of 
who we spend our time with. 
 
Read Psalm 1:1 and compare with Proverbs 12:26. What lessons do we learn about 
friendships from these verses? Think back on your life: how formative and influential 
have your friendships been on you? In what way?  
 
Yes, we must be wise about who we spend our time with, but could it be that we’ve taken these 
sentiments too far? Are we too overprotective of our relationships to the point where we miss 
out on gospel opportunities? If we’re honest, probably most of us would say yes. Developing 
friendships with likeminded people is easy and beneficial on our part, building us up. But 
building meaningful friendships with those who disagree with us on something as fundamental 
to our identity as our faith is hard and it requires a lot from us. But nevertheless, if we are to 
share the heart of God, then some aspect of our lives has to be devoted to those who are far 
from God.  
 
Read Matthew 9:9-13. What does Jesus say was the reason why He was eating with tax 
collectors and sinners? (“Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are 
sick.”) What was Jesus bringing to these “sick” people to make them well? How does this 
passage inform our intentions for befriending lost people?  
 
So we know that we should be building relationships with those who are far from God, 
but how do we do this in a way that doesn’t compromise our faith? How do we navigate 
the tension between protecting ourselves from bad influence, but also, like Jesus, being 
a friend of sinners?  
 
There are several important answers to this question: we must maintain regular communion with 
God through prayer and Bible study, we must regularly gather with believers to be encouraged, 
and we must never compromise on our beliefs or morals. Jesus did all of these things to ensure 
that He wouldn’t be negatively influenced by others. But there was also one other principle that 
Jesus followed in His dealing with sinners that would prove very helpful for us to understand.  
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Notice that Jesus tells the Pharisees who are questioning His association with tax collectors and 
sinners that he didn’t come to heal the already healthy, but the sick. In other words, Jesus did 
not spend His time trying to minister to people who assumed they had no need of forgiveness, 
He spent His time where it mattered most, with those who were open to and aware of the fact 
that they were sinners in need of forgiveness. This is a great litmus test to help us prioritize our 
relationships with lost people. We should spend the majority of our time investing in people who 
are actually receptive to the Gospel (Matthew 10:5-15 helps illustrate this principle). 
 
What danger is there in spending all of our time with people who are not receptive to the 
Gospel?  
 
How does prioritizing our time with those who are receptive to the Gospel help to keep 
us faithful?  
  
As Christians, we shouldn’t be self-centered in our relationships, seeking to get what we can 
from associating with others; rather, we should be more intentional on our part, recognizing that 
our friendships can and should serve a gospel-centered purpose. Like Jesus, we should always 
have the goal of growing deeper in the Gospel be our motivation for our relationships.  
 
What do gospel-centered relationships with fellow believers look like?  
 
What can you do to be more intentional in making your relationships with believers 
gospel-centered? 
 
What do gospel-centered relationships with unbelievers look like?  
 
What can you do to be more intentional in making your relationships with unbelievers 
gospel-centered? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	

First Baptist Church of New Lebanon, Group Curriculum 
Sunday, December 31, 2017 

 
 
 

Announcements: 
 
Prayer Gathering tonight! Join us as we pray together for our church, community and one 
another. Also, bring some food to share after the Prayer Gathering. 
 
 


