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Because of Valentine’s Day, February could be known as “love month”. It’s
the month that Hallmark, candy makers and Florists encourage the sending
of gifts to that “special someone”. Showing people we’re close to how much
we appreciate and love them is always a blessing. But, there are those we
aren’t close to that need to know God hasn’t forgotten them and loves them.
This February we here at Laurel Church will be working together to make
Care Bags for the homeless and less fortunate in our community. These
bags, crafted form old ties, skirts, shorts and jeans, will be filled with
personal items such as toothpaste, toothbrush, deodorant, comb or brush,
hair shampoo, socks, etc. These bags will be given out to places like the
Interfaith Clinic, local schools, ministries committed to helping the homeless
and individuals who know individuals who need these items.
Here’s what you can do:
Pray that God will touch people’s hearts to participate financially, making the bags and that the Lord will use these gifts as a way of communicating His love and grace.

We need 100 old
neckties for the
straps on the bags.
Please see Dani
Muhlbach if you
have any to donate!!

Give financially. The cost of each bag will cost $6.50 for all the personal items. The goal is to produce 100+ bags.
Help make bags. The design is simple. Talk to Dani Muhlbach for
instructions.
Volunteer to fill the bags. Toward the end of February, we’ll be
asking for people to spend time filling the bags. It’s a great time
of fellowship.
For those struggling in their lives, it’s sometimes the little things that are
most appreciated. Let’s be part of demonstrating God’s love toward those
we may not ever meet.

“Why Glorify God”
“So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do,
do it all for the glory of God.”
- 1 Corinthians 10:31NIV
We are at our finest as women and men when we are
living beyond ourselves for others. We honor individuals who have stepped up to protect us and live
unselfish lives for people and causes. The list is endless: the soldier who throws himself on a grenade to
save his fellow brothers and sisters in arms; the doctor that goes to a country to help during an incurable
epidemic; the government official that won’t be
corrupted; the police that risk their lives protecting
others; the parent that sacrifices everything they have
for their children; the person that donates a kidney so
that another may live; the one who stands up at the
risk of their life and says “not in my neighborhood”.
These people represent the heroic nature of human
beings. We honor them and use them as examples
for what it means to be the best of humanity.
Then there is the other side of our human condition.
There are the selfish, insecure, self-centered actions
of those who live for themselves. They appear to be
heroes but deep inside it’s still “all about them”.
Ultimately, we find out about their true motivations.
It’s so disheartening when we do.
For most of us, however, both sides of our human
nature: the hero and the self-centered, are contained
in each of us. One minute the unselfish hero and the
next a self-centered narcissist. The Apostle Paul
understood that frustration when he wrote that when
he wanted to do good, he’d end up doing evil.
(Romans 7:7-25)
We were not created to live for ourselves. We were
not created with insecurity, selfishness, narcissism
and egos that need constant stroking. We were
created to glorify God. You see, we are at our best
when we live beyond ourselves: when we’re focused
serving someone that pulls us out of our insecurity
and points us to whatever is good. The only one that
can lead us, point us, direct us and make us who we
were meant to be is our Heavenly Father.

When we see our purpose for helping people as a
way of feeling good about ourselves, we’ll fall
short of who we are. We’ll always end up frustrated,
fractured and defeated. We’ll still end up a hero one
day and a failure the next.
When our goal is to live minute by minute to glorify
and honor God, we’re freed from self-focused and
shallow happiness and experience our true nature.
The Holy Spirit begins to direct our hearts and minds
to a lifestyle that sees others as more important than
ourselves.
God doesn’t need our praise or honor. He is totally
self-contained in Himself. He wants us to glorify
Him for our sake. Anything or anyone less than God
as the focus of our worship and honor becomes selfmade idolatry that is only a self-centered reflection of
ourselves.
When our purpose and motivation is to do everything
for the glory of God, we feed the poor, we fall on the
grenade, we risk our health, we sacrifice for others,
not once-in-a-while, but every day. Focusing on
what pleases God and gives Him glory becomes our
natural state of living; we become who we were
meant to be: the image of God to the world.
Believe in Jesus’ life, death and resurrection for you.
Surrender yourself to your Heavenly Father. Receive
the life-giving Holy Spirit into your heart and begin a
new life and purpose of glorifying God in everything
you do.

See you in Worship,

Robert Cameron

Macklen Peterson
SON OF DARIN & SHARI, OWNERS OF PETERSON REPAIR & TRUCKING

BENEFIT PANCAKE BREAKFAST
Saturday, February 4
7am – 10am
In the shop at WRS
6921 Salashan Parkway
(Off Grandview, West of Portal Way)
You’re invited to a PANCAKE BREAKFAST FUNDRAISER to support the Peterson Family. Macklen was diagnosed
with Neuroblastoma (a form of cancer in infant children) December 2015. Many of you have been praying for
Macklen and the Peterson’s have felt all of your prayers. Let’s get together as a community and show our support!
If you are unable to attend but would still like to donate please stop by any WECU Branch.
Please make checks payable to “Donation for Macklen Peterson”

For the last several years, God permitted Sang-ae and I to serve
Him in your midst. We are first of all most grateful to Him for
leading us to Laurel Church as a place of service. We have found
the members of the church to be most loving and kind in their
interactions with us
during this time. You have become family to us - part of the larger
family that is made up of several churches and children of God in
several countries. God knows no borders, classes, colors, and so we
have friends of several languages, cultural backgrounds, and colors.
It has been growing and appears to be a sample on earth of what we
will have in His Kingdom one day. We say “thank you” for being
part of that family. We love all of you in our Lord!
It would be untrue if we said that we are not disappointed in having
to step down from our ministry as Associate Pastor. It seemed too
soon to step aside. However, we are not questioning our Lord in
this matter. He always has plans and places for us in the future. He
has always, without fail, opened doors to new adventures in His
service. Perhaps we have become too complacent and need a jump
start in a new direction. We covet your prayers as we seek His will
and way.
Sang-ae and I wish to express our deepest gratitude for all the wonderful cards and comments from members and the church. Thank
you for your generosity in giving to us at this time. You were most
generous at this time in our lives. May God continue to bless the
church family at Laurel. We will continue to serve Trail Life, USA,
and the Heritage Girls for as long as possible.
With our love in Christ,
Pastor Bob and Sang-ae Vance

TRAIL
LIFE USA
Adventure I Character I Leadership
Adventures for this Month:
February 9 - Meeting (Church)

February Anniversaries

February 23 - Meeting (Church)

Don & Alex Strong
February 6
Luke & Kristy Kotovic
February 20

Adventures for this Month
February 9 - Meeting Night (Church)
February 23 - Meeting Night (Church)

February Birthdays
Kevin Parmenter
Feb. 22

Meridian High School Classroom

8:30 am Barbara B. piano
10:00 am Men Group
3:15 pm Women Exercise Class
4:15 pm Womens Bible study
6:00 pm Young Life Training
6:30 pm Men Group
6:30 pm Womens 12 Step
6:30 pm Laurel Archery

8:30 am Barbara B. piano
8:30 am ZLO Homeschool
9:00 am Share Room
Restocking Grp
10:00 am Women’s Bible Study
7:00 pm MBS Fellowship

5:15 pm Women Exercise class
6:30 pm Women Yoga

8:30 am ZLO Homeschool
10:00 am Share Room
3:15 pm Womens Yoga
7:00 pm Worship Team
7:00 pm Trail Life USA
7:00 pm Heritage Girls

8:30 am Barbara B. piano
10:00 am Men Group
3:15 pm Women Exercise Class
4:15 pm Womens Bible study
6:00 pm Young Life Training
6:30 pm Men Group
6:30 pm Womens 12 Step

8:30 am Barbara B. piano
8:30 am ZLO Homeschool
9:00 am Share Room
Restocking Grp
10:00 am Women’s Bible Study
7:00 pm MBS Fellowship
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8:30 am Barbara B. piano
8:30 am ZLO Homeschool
9:00 am Share Room
Restocking Grp
10:00 am Women’s Bible Study
7:00 pm MBS Fellowship
7:00 pm Sigs 4-H Club Mtg.

8:00 am Classical Conv.
Homeschooling
5:15 pm Women Exercise class
6:30 pm Women Yoga
7:00 pm Church Board Mtg
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8:00 am Classical Conv.
Homeschooling
5:15 pm Women Exercise class
6:30 pm Women Yoga

9:00 am Discipleship Classes
10:00 am Worship
10:20 am Children’s Church
11:15am Sermon Based Grp
11:15am Kingdom Prayer Grp
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9:00 am Discipleship Classes
10:00 am Worship
10:20 am Children’s Church
11:15am Sermon Based Grp
11:15am Kingdom Prayer Grp
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22 Rolling Thunder
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8:30 am ZLO Homeschool
10:00 am Share Room
3:15 pm Womens Yoga
7:00 pm Worship Team

16

19

9:00 am Discipleship Classes
10:00 am Worship
10:20 am Children’s Church
11:15am Sermon Based Grp
11:15am Kingdom Prayer Grp

15

14

13

8:30 am ZLO Homeschool
10:00 am Share Room
3:15 pm Womens Yoga
7:00 pm Worship Team
7:00 pm Trail Life USA
7:00 pm Heritage Girls

8:30 am Barbara B. piano
10:00 am Men Group
3:15 pm Women Exercise Class
4:15 pm Womens Bible study
5:30 pm Laurel Stampers
6:30 pm Men Group
6:30 pm Womens 12 Step
6:30 pm Laurel Archery
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9:00 am Discipleship Classes
10:00 am Worship
10:20 am Children’s Church
11:15am Sermon Based Grp
11:15am Kingdom Prayer Grp

8:30 am Barbara B. piano
8:30 am ZLO Homeschool
9:00 am Share Room
Restocking Grp
10:00 am Women’s Bible Study
7:00 pm MBS Fellowship
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8:30 am ZLO Homeschool
10:00 am Share Room
3:15 pm Womens Yoga
7:00 pm Worship Team

8:30 am Barbara B. piano
10:00 am Men Group
3:15 pm Women Exercise Class
4:15 pm Womens Bible study
6:30 pm Men Group
6:30 pm Womens 12 Step
6:30 pm Laurel Archery

8:00 am Classical Conv.
Homeschooling
5:15 pm Women Exercise class
6:30 pm Women Yoga
7:00 pm 4-H Council Mtg.
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8:00 am MBS Fellowship
Leadership Mtg.
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8:00 am MBS Fellowship
Leadership Mtg.
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8:00 am MBS Fellowship
Leadership Mtg.
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8:00 am MBS Fellowship
Leadership Mtg.
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Current Small Groups
CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE FOR MORE INFO ON THESE GROUPS @ 360.398.1761

Sunday Morning Line-up
9:00am Nursery – Rm. 104
Preschool – Rm. 103
K-2 – Rm. 204
3-6 grade – Rm. 205
Jr./Sr. High – Rm. 202
Women’s Group – Rm. 101
Mixed Adult Group – Fellowship Hall
9:15 a.m.
Worship Team Practice
9:30 a.m.
Hosting Team
9:45 a.m.
Fellowship
10:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship
11:00 a.m.
Fellowship
11:15 a.m.
Sermon Base Group
11:15 a.m.
Kingdom Living
Kingdom living through praise, sharing
Scripture, prayer, and communion. This
is not a class, drop in any Sunday! Children are welcome!

Craving God Women’s Bible Study
We are studying the new book from Lysa Terkerurst: Uninvited: Living
Loved When You Feel Less Than, Left Out, and Lonely. This group
meets in Rm. 101 from 4:15 – 5:30 Wednesday afternoon.
Talk with the church office for more details.

Ladies Tuesday Morning Bible Study

This group meets in the

Fellowship Hall @ 10:00 a.m.
and is led by Joni vanKesteren. For more details on
this group please contact the church office!

Women’s 12 Step Program
This group meets on
Wednesdays @ 6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.
Please contact the church office for more details on this group.

Adult Answers in Genesis

Share Room Ministry would like your help!

Monday Evenings at the Kotovic’s,

Come fellowship with us and help minister to the community
He has blessed us with.
Tuesdays from 9 am – 12 noon and
Thursdays from 10 am– 3 pm

This study starts at 7. This is a great opportunity to engage in
the scripture, if you are not able to attend the Sunday morning classes. For more information or to RSVP please contact
the church office for more details!

Please contact the church office for more details

His Share Room is open from
10 am—2 pm every Thursday

