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Care Bags for Love Month 

 
ñThe King will reply, óTruly I tell 
you, whatever you did  for one of the 
least of these brothers and sisters of 

mine, you did for me.ôò 

Matthew 25:40NIV 

 

 

Because of Valentineôs Day, February could be known as ñlove monthò.  Itôs 
the month that Hallmark, candy makers and Florists encourage the sending 
of gifts to that ñspecial someoneò.  Showing people weôre close to how much 
we appreciate and love them is always a blessing.  But, there are those we 
arenôt close to that need to know God hasnôt forgotten them and loves them.   

This February we here at Laurel Church will be working together to make 
Care Bags for the homeless and less fortunate in our community.  These 
bags, crafted form old ties, skirts, shorts and jeans, will be filled with  
personal items such as toothpaste, toothbrush, deodorant, comb or brush,  
hair shampoo, socks, etc.  These bags will be given out to places like the  
Interfaith Clinic, local schools, ministries committed to helping the homeless 
and individuals who know individuals who need these items. 

Hereôs what you can do: 

Pray that God will touch peopleôs hearts to participate financially, mak-
ing the bags and that the Lord will use these gifts as a way of com-
municating His love and grace. 

Give financially.  The cost of each bag will cost $6.50 for all the person-
al items.  The goal is to produce 100+ bags. 

Help make bags.  The design is simple.  Talk to Dani Muhlbach for  
instructions.   

Volunteer to fill the bags.  Toward the end of February, weôll be  
asking for people to spend time filling the bags.  Itôs a great time 
of fellowship. 

For those struggling in their lives, itôs sometimes the little things that are 
most appreciated.  Letôs be part of demonstrating Godôs love toward those 
we may not ever meet. 
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ñSo whether you eat or drink or whatever you do,  
do it all for the glory of God.ò 

- 1 Corinthians 10:31NIV 

We are at our finest as women and men when we are 
living beyond ourselves for others.  We honor indi-
viduals who have stepped up to protect us and live 
unselfish lives for people and causes.  The list is end-
less:  the soldier who throws himself on a grenade to 
save his fellow brothers and sisters in arms; the doc-
tor that goes to a country to help during an incurable 
epidemic; the government official that wonôt be  
corrupted; the police that risk their lives protecting 
others; the parent that sacrifices everything they have 
for their children; the person that donates a kidney so 
that another may live; the one who stands up at the 
risk of their life and says ñnot in my neighborhoodò.  
These people represent the heroic nature of human 
beings.  We honor them and use them as examples 
for what it means to be the best of humanity. 

Then there is the other side of our human condition.  
There are the selfish, insecure, self-centered actions 
of those who live for themselves.  They appear to be 
heroes but deep inside itôs still ñall about themò.   
Ultimately, we find out about their true motivations.  
Itôs so disheartening when we do. 

For most of us, however, both sides of our human 
nature: the hero and the self-centered, are contained 
in each of us.  One minute the unselfish hero and the 
next a self-centered narcissist.  The Apostle Paul  
understood that frustration when he wrote that when 
he wanted to do good, heôd end up doing evil. 
(Romans 7:7-25) 

We were not created to live for ourselves.  We were 
not created with insecurity, selfishness, narcissism 
and egos that need constant stroking.  We were  
created to glorify God.  You see, we are at our best 
when we live beyond ourselves: when weôre focused 
serving someone that pulls us out of our insecurity 
and points us to whatever is good.  The only one that 
can lead us, point us, direct us and make us who we 
were meant to be is our Heavenly Father. 

 

When we see our purpose for helping people as a 
way of feeling good about ourselves, weôll fall  
short of who we are.  Weôll always end up frustrated, 
fractured and defeated.  Weôll still end up a hero one 
day and a failure the next. 

When our goal is to live minute by minute to glorify 
and honor God, weôre freed from self-focused and 
shallow happiness and experience our true nature.  
The Holy Spirit begins to direct our hearts and minds 
to a lifestyle that sees others as more important than 
ourselves.   

God doesnôt need our praise or honor.  He is totally 
self-contained in Himself.  He wants us to glorify 
Him for our sake.  Anything or anyone less than God 
as the focus of our worship and honor becomes self-
made idolatry that is only a self-centered reflection of 
ourselves. 

When our purpose and motivation is to do everything 
for the glory of God, we feed the poor, we fall on the 
grenade, we risk our health, we sacrifice for others, 
not once-in-a-while, but every day.  Focusing on 
what pleases God and gives Him glory becomes our 
natural state of living; we become who we were 
meant to be: the image of God to the world. 

Believe in Jesusô life, death and resurrection for you.  
Surrender yourself to your Heavenly Father.  Receive 
the life-giving Holy Spirit into your heart and begin a 
new life and purpose of glorifying God in everything 
you do.  

See you in Worship, 

  Robert Cameron  

ñWhy Glorify Godò 



 

 

For the last several years, God permitted Sang-ae and I to serve 

 Him in your midst. We are first of all most grateful to Him for 

leading us to Laurel Church as a place of service. We have found 

the members of the church to be most loving and kind in their  

interactions with us  

during this time. You have become family to us - part of the larger 

family that is made up of several churches and children of God in 

several countries. God knows no borders, classes, colors, and so we 

have friends of several languages, cultural backgrounds, and colors. 

It has been growing and appears to be a sample on earth of what we 

will have in His Kingdom one day. We say ñthank youò for being 

part of that family. We love all of you in our Lord! 

It would be untrue if we said that we are not disappointed in having 
to step down from our ministry as Associate Pastor. It seemed too 
soon to step aside. However, we are not questioning our Lord in 
this matter. He always has plans and places for us in the future. He 
has always, without fail, opened doors to new adventures in His 
service. Perhaps we have become too complacent and need a jump 
start in a new direction. We covet your prayers as we seek His will 
and way. 

Sang-ae and I wish to express our deepest gratitude for all the won-
derful cards and comments from members and the church.  Thank 
you for your generosity in giving to us at this time. You were most 
generous at this time in our lives. May God continue to bless the 
church family at Laurel. We will continue to serve Trail Life, USA, 
and the Heritage Girls for as long as possible. 

With our love in Christ,  

Pastor Bob and Sang-ae Vance  
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