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Summer Slump? 
There seems to be a perception that everything stops in 
the life of a church fellowship during the summer.  
What with vacations; families taking advantage of the 
warm days with extra outings and lower attendance on 
Sunday mornings, it could seem that ministry and 
church life is placed on hold for three months.  That 
couldn’t be further from the truth even for our “small” 
congregation. 

Life and ministry continues here at Laurel Church, all-
be-it a little different, but still as focused on building 
faith, relationships and sharing God’s love.  June’s 
Archery Camp impacted the community.  We celebrated 
two Baptisms; began a relationship with a new ministry 
that is helping the homeless on the Lummi Reservation; 
developing plans for the East Wing remodel to help 
enhance our Children’s Discipleship and Nursery 
Ministries; the men’s groups continue to meet as well 
as a women’s luncheon and the Share Room, with its 
staff of volunteers keep offering clothing, toys and small 
household items to anyone in the community who 
wants to come and receive a blessing. 

Summer doesn’t find us just doing things that “just keep 
the doors open”.  Summer is also the time we take to 
plan for the upcoming Fall ministries.  People are 
planning for new and updated Sunday morning 
Discipleship curriculum, recruiting teachers and looking 
forward to new downstairs classrooms; organizing for 
photos to be taken for a new online and printed church 
directory, upgraded website, and better integrating for 
American Heritage Girls and Trail Life USA into the life 

of our fellowship.  
Planning takes time 
and thought.  We’re 
looking forward to 
after-worship quarterly 
potlucks and meeting 
new friends; renewing 
our hosting of 
Zacchaeus Learning 
Opportunities and 
Classical Conversations 
homeschool groups, Men’s Bible Study Fellowship, 
thanking the Meridian School District staff with lunch 
and support as well as many other opportunities to 
share Christ’s love with which our Lord opens doors for 
us to walk through. 

We are the Body of Christ.  His breath (His Spirit) 
sustains us as His people.  When we stop breathing, we 
die as a congregation.  Just because it’s summer, 
doesn’t mean we’ve stopped breathing.  It just means 
we’ve slowed that breathing down a bit to spend time 
praying, planning and listening to Him who breathes 
new life into us.   

Summer is the most important season of any year.  It 
prepares us for the next round of being Christ’s hands 
and feet to the world.  It gives us a chance to take our 
growing faith and formulate new ways to love the world 
through Christ who gives us strength. 

For me, summer is a season of renewed and new 
possibilities to grow in faith to love the world. 

Summer slump?  I don’t think so. 

See you at worship. 

Robert Cameron 

Even on a cool rainy summer, people line up early to 
find clothing, shoes and household items for their 
families each Thursday morning in the Share Room. 
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Surplus Desk Available 
To make more space available for downstairs 
classrooms, we need to move the current custodial 
space to the south room of the office wing of the 
church.  To accomplish the task, we must find a home 
for the desk unit located in that room.  If you, or someone 
you know might need or want the workstation, please contact the church office. 

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart 
and lean not on your own 

understanding; 6 in all your ways 
submit to him, and he will make your 

paths straight.” 
-Proverbs 3:5–6NIV 
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The Planning of Upgrading  
the East Wing Continues 
Since the need to close our Preschool, the question has been asked, “what will we do with the space the Preschool 
used?”  It would be easy to put up a dividing wall between the rooms, revert to the original floor plan or think and pray 
about how we can improve the use of the entire area to better serve the children that are and will be attending Laurel 
Church in the future. 

It was generally agreed by the teachers and workers that the bathroom was essential, but that the old multi door 
entrance to the bathroom was extremely awkward.  What emerged from the discussions moves us forward to grow in 
our faith and help us more fully love the world. 

To the right is part of a multi-phased project that will eventually move all our children’s ministry (Discipleship Classes, 
Children’s Church, Nursery and Childcare) into the East wing of the church.  It will make for a secure location and allow 
for efficient check in and out for families. 

Here are the highlights: 

• The bathroom will be enlarged to accommodate its own sink. 

• The entrance to the bathroom will be facing West.  An opening in the hallway opposite the new bathroom door 
will make possible access for all the four classrooms on the West side of the hall.   

• Rooms 106 & 108 would have sinks with hot water. 

• A movable paneled door would be built between 106 & 104, thus increasing space for Children’s Church activities 

• A portable check-in kiosk would be placed at the South entrance of the East wing. 

The cost for the various phases of the project are currently being calculated.  Please be in prayer that at least the 
bathroom remodel can be accomplished by September. 
If you have any questions, contact Pastor Cameron. 
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How to Help Panhandlers 
(Editor’s Note:  We read this article in the July, 2017 edition of 
the Lighthouse Mission newsletter and thought it might be 
helpful.) 

When you drive on any major street in Bellingham, 
heading home or to your favorite coffee shop, you'll see 
a panhandler. Oftentimes you see the same person in the 
same spot for years. Their signs talk of being homeless, 
hungry, or having a family, but how do you know if that's 
the truth? The next time you reach for your wallet to give 
someone money, ask yourself: 

• Will giving them $5 change their situation? 

• Will it solve any drug or alcohol abuse problems 
they might be facing? 

• Will it help them find employment, provide needed 
counseling, or offer other skills? 

• Will it help them face and overcome obstacles that 
have defeated them in the past? 

• Will giving them money enable them? 

The reality is that giving money to panhandlers is more 
about how it makes us feel than about bringing lasting 
change and restoration to those who are struggling. 

In place of money, we suggest that you hand out a bottle 
of water along with a Drop-In Center Referral Card 
(available online or for pick up at the Mission). This will 
meet an immediate need while giving them information 
about the life-changing services that are offered at 
Lighthouse Mission Ministries! 

Keep the referral cards in your car's glovebox or in your 
wallet, so the next time a panhandler approaches, you'll 
be ready to respond. And if you feel comfortable, enter 
into a conversation with the person who is panhandling. 
If you want to know more about the Mission, please 
contact us to set up a tour or visit our website. 

The Mission offers three free meals and 24/7 safe shelter 
every day. It's available because of the generosity of 
people like you! 

For more information about the ministries of  
Lighthouse Mission: 

Web Site: www.thelighthousemission.org 
Phone: 360.671.1562 

Address: PO Box 548 / 910 West Holly St,  
Bellingham WA 98227 
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August 2017 

Activities Calendar 

 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
30 
 
 
10am Worship, 
Nursery & 
Children’s Church 
 

31 
 
 
 

1 
 
 
9am Share 
Room Stocking 
 

2 
10am Men’s 
Group 
6:30pm Men’s 
group 
Trail Life USA 
Summer Camp 

3 
10am Share 
Room 
7pm Worship 
Practice 

4 5 

6 
10am Worship, 
Nursery & 
Children’s Church 
 

7 
7pm 4H 
Council 
Meeting 

8 
9am Share 
Room Stocking 

9 
10am Men’s 
group 
6:30pm Men’s 
group 

10 
10am Share 
Room 
7pm Worship 
Practice 
7pm Trail Life 
Troop Meeting 

11 12 

13 
10am Worship, 
Nursery & 
Children’s Church 
 

14 15 
9am Share 
Room Stocking 

16 
10am Men’s 
group 
6:30pm Men’s 
group 

17 
10am Share 
Room 
7pm Worship 
Practice 
7pm Trail Life 
Committee 
Meeting 

18 19 

20 
10am Worship, 
Nursery & 
Children’s Church 
 

21 22 
9am Share 
Room Stocking 
7pm Sig's 
Saddle Tramps 

23 
10am Men’s 
group 
6:30pm Men’s 
group 

24 
10am Share 
Room 
7pm Worship 
Practice 
7pm Heritage 
Girls  
7pm Trail Life 
Troop Meeting 

25 
 

26 

27 

 
10am Worship, 
Nursery & 
Children’s Church 
 

28 29 
9am Share 
Room Stocking 

30 
10am Men’s 
group 
6:30pm Men’s 
group 

31 
10am Share 
Room 
7pm Worship 
Practice 

1 2 

 

Trail Life  
Camp out 

Trail Life Camp out 

Trail Life Summer Camp 
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Current Small Groups 
CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE FOR MORE INFO ON THESE GROUPS @ 360.398.1761 

  

Sunday Morning Line-up  
  9:15 a.m.  Worship Team Practice 

  9:30 a.m.  Hosting Team 

  9:45 a.m.  Fellowship 

10:00 a.m. Sunday Worship 

11:00 a.m.  Fellowship 

Share Room Ministry would 

like your help! 
  

Come fellowship with us and help minister to the 

community He has blessed us with. 

 Tuesdays from 9 am – 12 noon and  Thursdays from 10 

am– 3 pm 

Please contact the church office for more details  

 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one  
and only Son, that whoever believes in him  

shall not perish but have eternal life. 
John 3:16 


