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A Way to Say God Loves You 
Tuesday, August 29th was a busy day at Laurel Church.  With 

help from many enthusiastic volunteers the church hosted 

about 200 faculty and staff of the Meridian School District in 

the Worship Center for a lunch of soups and salads, planned 

and prepared by Rob and Jill Horgen.   

Many of our guests were very open with their appreciation of 

the luncheon and told us that they look forward to the 

affirmation they 

receive the day before 

classes begin.  They were also thankful for the supplemental school 

supplies that many in the church purchased over the last few weeks 

for students who 

couldn’t afford to 

provide their own. 

Now comes the 

fun of working on 

their “Wish Lists”.  

At each table on Tuesday there were wish list cards available 

for people to wish for equipment and supplies that they could 

not afford to provide for their students through the regular 

school budget.  We are currently taking these requests and 

placing them on “shopping cards” that will be placed on a 

bulletin board in the church commons area.  Members of the 

congregation can pick 

and choose which request they would like to fulfill, write their name 

next to the corresponding card number on a sign-up sheet, purchase 

the item, and bring the item or items back as soon as possible for 

distributions to the teachers and staff. 

God calls us to love the world as He loves the world.  Tuesday’s 

luncheon is just another way we can demonstrate God’s love to both 

the adults and students of the Meridian School District: all for the 

glory of God. 

 

 
“Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, 

whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable 

—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy 

—think about such things.” 
- Philippians 4:8NIV  
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A Choice for Anxious Times  
While our attention has been focusing on the 

tragedy caused by Hurricane Harvey, many haven’t 

realized that there has been flooding all over the 

world.  Here are some headlines from the last three 

days:  

• “Floods in India, Bangladesh and Nepal kill 

1,200 and leave millions homeless”1  

• “At least 41 million people affected in floods 

in India, Bangladesh and Nepal, UN says”2  

• “Major flooding in Beijing after the heaviest 

rain storm in 60 years”3 

On the web site “Global Forest Watch Fires",4 one 

can look on a world map and discover that there are 

hundreds of forest fires taking place all over the 

world: not just in Canada and the United States. 

Add to this list the issues of sexual identity, racism, 

economic inequality and immigration, one might 

feel a little anxious. 

One might reasonably understand that we live  

in anxious times.   

This article isn’t about whether we should buy into 

the “Climate Change / Warming” theory.  It’s not 

about whether we need to get on board the 

“politically correct” idea that we’re to blame for all 

the calamities in the world.  What I want to focus on 

is what choices we can and should make so that we 

can truly be part of the process for finding ways to 

deal with all these issues that are facing us. 

When we are feeling anxious, our bodies produce 

chemicals that want us to react either by running 

away from the problem or fighting against the 

problem.  We either try to pull a blanket over us and 

pretend nothing is wrong, or we tighten our fists and 

clinch our teeth and attack what we think is the 

                                                           
1 “Independent” 8/30/17  
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/india-floods-bangladesh-
nepal-deaths-millions-homeless-latest-news-updates-a7919006.html  
2 “Independent” 8/30/17  
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/india-floods-bangladesh-
nepal-deaths-millions-homeless-latest-news-updates-a7919006.html  

problem.  Psychologists call it the fight or flight 

syndrome.  We are hard-wired to both of these 

reaction to anxiety, stress and fear. 

As followers of Jesus, we’ve been given a third way 

to respond, and it too is hard wired in us.  It’s the 

gift of the person of the Holy Spirit.  He is what 

Paul talked about in Philippians 4:6-7.  

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in 

every situation, by prayer and petition, with 

thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 
7 And the peace of God, which transcends 

all understanding, will guard your hearts 

and your minds in Christ Jesus.”  

 - Philippians 4:6–7NIV 

Experiencing the peace of God through the presence 

and power of the Holy Spirit needs us to put our 

trust in Jesus.  So that the more we choose to 

practice living as though we believe that our God is 

in complete control of what is happening around us, 

the more we will experience real peace that 

“transcends all understanding” -Philippians 4:7NIV 

“Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.” 

 -  1 Peter 5:7 NIV 

Because we’re growing in our trust (faith) in Christ, 

our level of anxiety and worry diminishes.  We are 

freed to love the world as Jesus loves.  We can 

discern real issues, real solutions and have real 

hope, both for now and the future. 

Floods, fires, social and political turmoil may come and 

go, a season for everything, we can have peace that can 

confound the world. 

See you at worship. 

Robert Cameron 

3 “The Telegraph” 8/28/17  
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/picturegalleries/worldnews/9421550/
Major-flooding-in-Beijing-after-the-heaviest-rain-storm-in-60-years.html 
4 “Global Forest Watch Fires" http://fires.globalforestwatch.org/home/  

http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/india-floods-bangladesh-nepal-deaths-millions-homeless-latest-news-updates-a7919006.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/india-floods-bangladesh-nepal-deaths-millions-homeless-latest-news-updates-a7919006.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/india-floods-bangladesh-nepal-deaths-millions-homeless-latest-news-updates-a7919006.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/india-floods-bangladesh-nepal-deaths-millions-homeless-latest-news-updates-a7919006.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/picturegalleries/worldnews/9421550/Major-flooding-in-Beijing-after-the-heaviest-rain-storm-in-60-years.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/picturegalleries/worldnews/9421550/Major-flooding-in-Beijing-after-the-heaviest-rain-storm-in-60-years.html
http://fires.globalforestwatch.org/home/
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This Month’s  
Anniversaries 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Charlie & Kim Smith 
September 5, 1975 

Jeremy & Sally Jo Korthuis 
September 6, 2014 

Wes & Toni Ladner 
September 9, 1995 

A Women’s 12 Step Spiritual 
Journey Beginning  

Monday, September 11th  
6:30 pm, in Room 101 

at Laurel Church 
 

As women and the children of our 
Heavenly Father we want to become 

transparent and to live as  
He wants us to  

so we need to step up  
and address issues we may have kept 

shoved down deep inside. 

Please be in prayer that God will lead 
women to participate a 

nd commit to this series. 

If interested in attending, 
 please contact the Church Office 

 

 Your invited to enjoy a 
 

“Hall Pass Tour” 
Wednesday, September 13th  

from 9:30am till Noon. 
Parents, Grandparents, alumni and anyone 
interested in the Meridian School District 
are invited to ride a school bus to each of 
the campuses:  

Irene Reither Elementary, 
Meridian Middle School, 

Meridian High School 
and  

the Meridian Parent Partnership Program. 

The tour will be hosted by Superintendent 
Tom Churchill and a complimentary box 
lunch will be included. 

Sign up by contacting Patty Churchill 
 at: pattymchurchill@gmail.com  

or 360.961.7480 

mailto:pattymchurchill@gmail.com
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Helping Our Neighbors through 

Hurricane Harvey 
Our hearts go out to the many thousands who are suffering from the consequences of Hurricane Harvey.  Many here at 

Laurel Church and around the world are continually praying for the victims and emergency workers.    To assist those 

who God is touching to give financially to aid the many needs, we have suggested below three ways to aid during this 

time of need.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One Great Hour of Sharing collects the money and distributes them through 

local congregations in the stricken area.  Pastors and congregations know 

the people in the local area and are free to help in ways that the more formal 

organizations can’t. 

A few years ago, OGHS funds were used to help with the OSO Landslide.  

Pastor Deluca and the people of First Baptist Church of Darrington, with 

monies from OGHS, were able to provide food, clothing, gas money, 

counseling, temporary shelter and much more. 

Write your check to “Laurel Church” and in the memo area of the check 

simply write “OGHS – Harvey”.   

Further information about One Great hour of Sharing: 

http://abc-oghs.org/about-2/ 

The American Red Cross is what we recommend for general relief giving.  

Judy Holz has worked closely with this organization and participated in 

several disasters around the country. 

We suggest you give directly to the Red Cross.  The easiest way to give is to 

go online.  It’s fast and very easy.  Just click or go to 

https://www.redcross.org/donate/hurricane-harvey on your browser and 
fill in the provided form.  While on their web site you can look at their 
reports and other information about this substantial and credible 
organization. 

If you like giving directly to an organization that is doing relief work within 

its own community, we would suggest giving to University Baptist Church 

in Houston, Texas.  Our Mission Northwest Executive Minister, Charles 

Revis, has a friend on staff at this very outward focused church.  The report 

from his friend is that the members and staff of UBC are doing a remarkable 

work meeting many needs, not only in the local community, but in the 

affected region as well. 

Write your check payable to “UBC” and in the memo portion of the check 

write “Hurricane Harvey Relief” 

Then mail to 

University Baptist Church 

Attn: Accounting 

16106 Middlebrook Dr. Houston, TX 77059 

To give online go to: http://www.ubc.org/give/  

For more information about the church go to: http://www.ubc.org 

http://abc-oghs.org/about-2/
https://www.redcross.org/donate/hurricane-harvey
http://www.ubc.org/give/
http://www.ubc.org/
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September 2017 

Activities Calendar 

 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
3 
10am Worship, 
Nursery & 
Children’s Church 
 

4 
Labor Day 

5 
8:30a ZLO 

9am Share 
Room Stocking 

7:00p Men’s 
BSF 

6 
10am Men’s 
group 

6:30pm Men’s 
group 

7 
8:30a ZLO 

10am Share 
Room 

7pm Worship 
Practice 

8 9 
8:30a MBSF 
Leaders Mtg. 

10 
9am Discipleship 
Hour 

10am Worship, 
Nursery & 
Children’s Church 

11a Sermon Based 
Group 

11 
8a-3p Classical 
Conversations 

12 
8:30a ZLO  

9am Share 
Room Stocking 

7:00p Men’s 
BSF 

13 
10am Men’s 
group 

6:30pm Men’s 
group 

14 
8:30a ZLO 

10am Share 
Room 

7pm Worship 
Practice 

7pm Heritage 
Girls USA 

7pm Trail Life 
Leaders Meeting 

15 16 
8:30a MBSF 
Leaders Mtg. 

17 
9am Discipleship 
Hour 

10am Worship, 
Nursery & 
Children’s Church 

11a Sermon Based 
Group 

18 
8a-3p Classical 
Conversations 

7pm Church 
Board Meeting 

6:30p Women’s 
12 Step Group 

19 
8:30a ZLO  

9am Share 
Room Stocking 

10a Women’s 
Bible Study 

7:00p Men’s 
BSF 

20 
10am Men’s 
group 

6:30pm Men’s 
group 

21 
8:30a ZLO 

10am Share 
Room 

7pm Worship 
Practice 

7pm Trail Life 
Parents Meeting 

22 
 

23 
8:30a MBSF 
Leaders Mtg. 
 

5:30p Trail 
Life USA 
Fall Kickoff 
Potluck 

24 
9am Discipleship 
Hour 

10am Worship, 
Nursery & 
Children’s Church 

11a Sermon Based 
Group 

25 
8a-3p Classical 
Conversations 

6:30p Women’s 
12 Step Group 

26 
8:30a ZLO 

9am Share 
Room Stocking 

10a Women’s 
Bible Study 

7:00p Men’s 
BSF 

27 
10am Men’s 
group 

6:30pm Men’s 
group 

28 
8:30a ZLO 

10am Share 
Room 

7pm Worship 
Practice 

7pm Heritage 
Girls USA 

7pm Trail Life 
Troop Meeting 

29 30 
8:30a MBSF 
Leaders Mtg. 
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Current Small Groups 
CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE FOR MORE INFO ON THESE GROUPS @ 360.398.1761 

  

Sunday Morning Line-up  
  9:15 a.m.  Worship Team Practice 

  9:30 a.m.  Hosting Team 

  9:45 a.m.  Fellowship 

10:00 a.m. Sunday Worship 

11:00 a.m.  Fellowship 

“FRIDAY NIGHT 

FELLOWSHIP” 
 Rob & Jill Horgen host a fun fellowship group on the first 

Friday of each month. They will meet at a local restaurant, for 
a fun relaxing evening of friendship & eats. Contact the 

church office for contact info and more details for this group. 

Share Room Ministry would 

like your help! 
  

Come fellowship with us and help minister to the 

community He has blessed us with. 

 Tuesdays from 9 am – 12 noon 

 and  Thursdays from 10 am– 3 pm 

Please contact the church office for more details  


