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Next Steps in a Growing Mission 
As many of you know, we here at Laurel Church are in 

partnership with JungleMaster Ministries that is 

dedicated to supporting and equipping local pastors in 

the work of the gospel, deep in the Amazon jungle of 

Peru.  Laurel Covenant members Joel, Amy and 

daughter Carmen McGee have been serving for several 

years and have had an impact in the lives of many 

villagers around their mission station Nauta.  They have 

witnessed the Good News of Jesus transforming lives: 

all of this without any formal language training.   

Two months ago, Joel and Amy felt a strong leading of 

the Holy Spirit to take the next 

steps in their mission work:  enroll 

in a language school to better 

communicate the love of Jesus 

Christ.  The following is letter to us 

their supporters: 

_____________________________ 

“We have been praying since deciding to become full-

time missionaries in Nauta, Peru that we would need to 

attend a language school so that we could learn the 

Spanish language. We have now been on the field for 

over two and a half years. Last year we attended 

language school for a month. Although that helped, we 

also knew that eventually, we would need to return to 

complete the full six-month course. 

At times, it has been incredibly frustrating and scary to 

be living here with my family and not know the language 

well. We have often prayed about this and felt God 

telling us to trust Him, and when the time was right, He 

would open the path for learning the language. It was 

through this obedience to God that He performed many 

miracles in our lives. There were plenty of times when 

we would cry out to God in frustration because we had 

no clue as to how we were going to get something done 

without speaking the language. It was always in these 

times that God would send somebody, just the right 

somebody, to help us complete the task. 

We don’t need to know the reason why God hasn’t 

allowed us the time or finances to go to language school. 

What we do know is that He has a plan and His plan is 

greater than our plan. 

God has now made it clear to us that to 

deepen relationships and further 

continue God’s work here in the jungle 

we must gain a deeper knowledge of the 

Spanish language. We would like to 

start school in October of this year. The 

cost for us to attend language school is $15,000.00. Like 

we said earlier God has made it obvious to us and is 

telling us to take this next step to put the burden of the 

finances on Him and that He will put the desire in 

people’s hearts to support us with this next step. If you 

feel led to financially support this, please indicate that 

the donation is for "McGee language school". If you 

would like to make an online donation, you can visit our 

blog at junglemaster.blogspot.com. 

Thanks for continuing to support us with your prayers 

and financial support.” 

In Christ’s love, 

Your missionaries the McGees 

 
To help raise the necessary finances to attend the school, several individuals here at Laurel Church are planning a 

fundraising dinner. Make your plans now to invite your friends and neighbors to a wonderful time of community 

Thanksgiving by sharing God’s blessing with a dynamic ministry in the Peruvian Amazon Jungle. 

Your Invited to… 

“Next Steps Dinner” 

Sunday, November 19, 2017 -  6:30pm 

at Laurel Church 
If you have any questions, contact the Church Office. 
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“What’s Wrong with These Young people today?” 

“What’s wrong with these young people today?” 

I can’t tell you how many times I’ve heard that question 

asked.  I’ve heard it from many older adults and even 

parents with young children.  I must confess that I’ve 

thought and said it myself at times. 

I’ve heard: “These young people have no sense of 

responsibility.  They don’t want to work.  They feel 

entitled to whatever they want now.  All they do is text 

each other on cell phones they never put down, play video 

games, hang out at restaurants and bars together, and 

criticize everybody else.” 

I remember a lawyer asking a witness in court, “Have you 

ever told a lie in your life?”  Yes, was the reply.  Then 

looking at the jury the lawyer responded: “You see 

members of the jury, out of the man’s mouth is his own 

confession that he’s a liar.  How can we believe anything 

he says?” 

Generalizing is the natural response to how we deal with 

information.  Our brains want to simplify everything that’s 

around us; especially when it comes to people.  We 

naturally classify (stereotype) people.  It’s helped keep us 

safe.  We’ve accepted certain codes and symbols that help 

us decide if the person is safe or not.   

We are constantly classifying, categorizing and pigeon-

holing people based on numerous factors: some from 

personal experiences, while others are from friends, media, 

etc.  But are these categories a true reflection of a new 

person we meet? 

Here are some examples of what I’ve heard some people 

saying about certain categories of people:  All women 

collect lots of shoes.  All men love to hunt.  All African-

Americans are great at sports and have an abundance of 

rhythm.  Immigrants just come to America for the freebies.  

All Jews are rich.  Rich people are selfish and don’t care 

about the “little people”.  All young people are… I could 

go on but I think you get the picture. 

The problem is that I know a lot of women that aren’t that 

excited about shoes.  I don’t hunt and I know several well-

adjusted men that don’t.  I’ve met very poor Jewish 

families.  I’ve seen some pretty uncoordinated as well as 

musically untalented African-Americans.  I’ve personally 

met many immigrants that have come to America with 

many different motivations and expectations.  I’ve known 

some very wealthy individuals and families who have 

given much of their wealth to help and support others. 

This distorted and untruthful way of thinking is amplified, 

supported and encouraged by the media, entertainment, 

movies, retailers, business and yes, even some religious 

organizations.  “After all,” they would say, “We are just 

reflecting the attitudes of our culture”. 

Everyone is a unique creation of God.  We do, however, 

have some common characteristics:  We will live for a time 

and then die.  We will be influenced by other people 

(parents, social traditions and customs).  We have a 

common physiology.  And, we are all naturally rebellious 

to God. 

Christ didn’t die for us so that we could create two more 

categories: the saved and the rest of humanity.  Christ set 

us free from spending time classifying, pigeon-holing and 

stereo-typing others.  He has set in our heart His heart and 

His love for others.  Through Christ we can look at each 

person we meet as an individual with their unique 

experiences, habits, attitudes and struggles.  We can see 

them as Jesus sees them, and love them as He loves them. 

Now, back to the first statement of this article: “What’s 

wrong with these young people today?”  The truth is that 

my grandparents asked the same question about my 

parent’s generation and my great grandparents asked the 

same question about my grandparent’s generation.  Each 

generation questions and categorizes the other.  It’s been 

going on since Adam and Eve.  Each new generation needs 

to discover what it means to grow up and become an adult.  

Each new generation needs to discover “THE TRUTH” 

about what it means to be a child of God, citizen of His 

Kingdom, and an Ambassador of His Good News. 

See you at worship. 

 

Robert Cameron
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This Month’s 
Anniversaries 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Carl & Nancy Johnson 
October 14, 1978 

Paul & Gail Dart 
October 17, 2001 

Jhonny Morales & 
Diana Horgen-Morales 

October 24, 2015 

Sunday’s (9/17/17) sandwich and salad pot-luck 
was a great time to grab a quick light lunch and 
relax while meeting new friends and catching 
up with old ones.  By-the-way, the food was 
wonderful. 

 

 
 
 
 

You’re Invited 
to the Laurel Church 

Saturday, October 21 at 10am 
for 

Danielle and Skylar Corbett. 

Danielle is starting her new life in Christ with 

her newborn Skylar born Sept. 5.  Please come 

and share in these new lives.  If you decide to 

gift clothes, remember Skylar will be almost 2 

months old by this shower date.  Larger 

clothes than her age would be appreciated even 

1 year and older, diapers of all sizes, toys, etc. 

Come and celebrate. 
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“Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, 

whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable 

—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy 

—think about such things.” 
- Philippians 4:8NIV 
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Helping Our Neighbors through 

Hurricane Harvey and Irma 
Our hearts go out to the many thousands who are suffering from the consequences of Hurricane Harvey.  Many here at 

Laurel Church and around the world are continually praying for the victims and emergency workers.    To assist those 

who God is touching to give financially to aid the many needs, we have suggested below three ways to aid during this 

time of need.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One Great Hour of Sharing collects the money and distributes them through 

local congregations in the stricken area.  Pastors and congregations know 

the people in the local area and are free to help in ways that the more formal 

organizations can’t. 

A few years ago, OGHS funds were used to help with the OSO Landslide.  

Pastor Deluca and the people of First Baptist Church of Darrington, with 

monies from OGHS, we were able to provide food, clothing, gas money, 

counseling, temporary shelter and much more. 

Write your check to “Laurel Church” and in the memo area of the check 

simply write “OGHS – Harvey” and/or “OGHS – Irma”.   

Further information about One Great hour of Sharing: 

http://abc-oghs.org/about-2/ 

The American Red Cross is what we recommend for general relief giving.  

Judy Holz has worked closely with this organization and participated in 

several disasters around the country. 

We suggest you give directly to the Red Cross.  The easiest way to give is to 

go online.  It’s fast and very easy.  Just click or go to 

https://www.redcross.org/donate/hurricane-harvey on your browser and 
fill in the provided form.  While on their web site you can look at their 
reports and other information about this substantial and credible 
organization. 

If you like giving directly to an organization that is doing relief work within 

its own community, we would suggest giving to University Baptist Church 

in Houston, Texas.  Our Mission Northwest Executive Minister, Charles 

Revis, has a friend on staff at this very outward focused church.  The report 

from his friend is that the members and staff of UBC are doing a remarkable 

work meeting many needs, not only in the local community, but in the 

affected region as well. 

Write your check payable to “UBC” and in the memo portion of the check 

write “Hurricane Harvey Relief” 

Then mail to 

University Baptist Church 

Attn: Accounting 

16106 Middlebrook Dr. Houston, TX 77059 

To give online go to: http://www.ubc.org/give/  

For more information about the church go to: http://www.ubc.org 

http://abc-oghs.org/about-2/
https://www.redcross.org/donate/hurricane-harvey
http://www.ubc.org/give/
http://www.ubc.org/
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Laurel Church 
2018 Church Covenant  
Each year we offer followers of Jesus the opportunity to become a 
corporate member of Laurel Church.  Corporate membership is a way to 
publicly commit to the ministry and mission of Laurel Church as well as say 
that you are willing to be accountable to the Laurel Church community with 
your maturing faith in Christ.  Because of the transient nature of our culture we practice annual renewal of 
membership. 

If you have been in the past a member of Laurel Church, please prayerfully read the 2018 Church Covenant 
and consider renewing your Covenant by signing the Covenant inserts in your church bulletin on Sunday 
mornings.  If you are interested in becoming a Covenant Member of Laurel Church, contact the church office 
and we’ll set up a class with other interested persons to answer your questions and walk through the process 
of becoming a Covenant Member. 

 
Because I believe… 

in one God, who: 

• is three persons, the Father, the Son and 
the Holy Spirit 

• is eternal, creator, sovereign, loving and 
Lord of the Universe. 

in Jesus Christ: 

• His deity and humanity, God’s only Son; 

• His virgin birth; 

• His life without sin; 

• His substitutionary death on the cross for 
the sins of all people; 

• His bodily resurrection from the grave; 

• His ascension into heaven; 

• His promised return to judge the world. 

in the presence and power of the Holy Spirit, who: 

• comforts the hurting; 

• convicts people of their sin; 

• leads and converts people to belief in 
Christ; 

• teaches the world of God’s truth; 

• indwells the believer in Christ with God’s 
eternal life; 

• and gives gifts for ministry in order to 
proclaim God’s love, grace and salvation to 
the world. 

in the Old and New Testaments of the Bible, and that 
they are: 

• inspired by the Holy Spirit; 

• absolutely trustworthy in all matters; 

• the only authority for faith and practice in 
the Christian life. 

in the resurrection that makes possible to all: 

• eternal life with God for those who believe in 
Christ; 

• eternal separation from God for those  

who do not believe in Christ. 

in the church: 

• the regenerate and universal “Body of 
Christ”; 

• the “Priesthood of all Believers”’ 

• the local autonomous congregation of saints 
as the physical representation of God’s 
Kingdom on earth; 

• the association principle that understands 
the need to work with other believing 
congregations for the glory, purposes and 
pleasure of God. 

and having affirmed my faith through baptism, I 
agree to enter into a covenant relationship with the 
people of Laurel Church.  As a covenant member I 
will, with God’s help and to the best of my ability …  

• participate regularly in the worship and training 
of the Church in order to mature as a child of 
God, 

• serve faithfully in the ministries and outreach 
activities of the Church, 

• support the mission, vision, values, Pastors and 
leadership of the Church, 

• seek resolution of differences and conflicts 
privately and graciously as Scripture requires, 

• endeavor to tithe and give generously to the 
financial costs of achieving the mission of the 
Church, 

• intentionally practice the disciplines of worship, 
prayer, study, service and community, 

• let the love of God’s Spirit flow through me to 
those with whom I come in contact.
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October 2017 
Activities Calendar 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
1 
9am Discipleship  

9:45am Sunday 
Morning Nursery 
 

10am Worship, 
Nursery & 
Children’s Church 
 

11:15am Sermon 
Base Group 
 

2 
8:30am-3pm 
Classical 
Conversations 
 

6:30pm Women’s 
12 Step Group 

3 
8am-3pm ZLO 
 
9am Share 
Room Stocking 
 

10am Ladies 
Bible Study 
 
6:55pm Men’s 
BSF 

4 
10am Men’s 
group 
 
6:30pm Men’s 
group 
 
6:30pm Archery 
Club 

5 
8am-3pm ZLO 

10am-2pm 
Share Room 

7pm Trail Life 
USA 
Committee 
Meeting 

7pm Worship 
Practice 

6 7 
8:30am MBSF 
Leaders Mtg. 
 
9am Card 
Making Swap 

8 
9am Discipleship  
 

9:45am Sunday 
Morning Nursery 
 

10am Worship, 
Nursery & 
Children’s Church 

11:15am Sermon 
Based Group 

9 
8:30am-3pm 
Classical 
Conversations 
 
6:30pm Women’s 
12 Step Group 

10 
8am ZLO  

9am Share 
Room Stocking 

10am Ladies 
Bible Study 

6:55pm Men’s 
BSF 

11 
10am Men’s 
group 

6:30pm Men’s 
group 
 
6:30pm Archery 
Club 

12 
8am ZLO 

10am-2pm 
Share Room 

7pm Worship 
Practice 
 

7pm Trail Life 
Leaders 
Meeting 

13 14 
8:30am MBSF 
Leaders Mtg. 

15 
9am Discipleship  
 
9:45am Sunday 
Morning Nursery 

10am Worship, 
Nursery & 
Children’s Church 
 

11:15am Sermon 
Based Group 

16 
8:30am-3pm 
Classical 
Conversations 
 

4:30pm Young Life 
Family Night 

7pm Church Board 
Meeting 

6:30p Women’s 12 
Step Group 

17 
8am ZLO  

9am Share 
Room Stocking 

10am Women’s 
Bible Study 

6:55pm Men’s 
BSF 

18 
10am Men’s 
group 

6:30pm Men’s 
group 
 
6:30pm Archery 
Club 

19 
8am ZLO 

10am-2pm 
Share Room 

7pm Worship 
Practice 

 

20 
 

21 
8:30am MBSF 
Leaders Mtg. 
 
9amTrail Life 
USA Service 
Project/Day 
Hike 

22 
9am Discipleship  

9:45am Sunday 
Morning Nursey 

10am Worship, 
Nursery & 
Children’s Church 

11:15am Sermon 
Based Group 

23 
8:30am-3pm 
Classical 
Conversations 

6:30p Women’s 12 
Step Group 

24 
8am ZLO 

9am Share 
Room Stocking 

10am Women’s 
Bible Study 

6:55pm Men’s 
BSF 
 

7pm Sig’s 
Saddle Tramps  

25 
Rolling Thunder 
Prayer Day 

10am Men’s 
group 

6:30pm Men’s 
group 
 
6:30pm Archery 
Club 

26 
8am ZLO 

10am-2pm 
Share Room 

7pm Worship 
Practice 

7pm Heritage 
Girls USA 

7pm Trail Life 
USA  

27 28 
8:30am MBSF 
Leaders Mtg. 

29 
9am Discipleship 
 

9:45am Sunday 
Morning Nursery 
 

10am Worship, 
Nursery & 
Children’s Church 
 

11:15am Sermon 
Based Group 

30 
8:30am03pm 
Classical 
Conversations 
 

6:30pm Women’s 
12 Step Group 

31 
8am ZLO 
9am Share 
Room Stocking 
 

10am Women’s 
Bible Study 
 

6:55 Men’s BSF 
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Current Small Groups 
CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE FOR MORE INFO ON THESE GROUPS @ 360.398.1761 

  

Sunday Morning Line-up  
 9:00 a.m. Nursery & Childcare Opens 

 9:00 a.m. Disciple Hour for all ages  

 9:15 a.m.  Worship Team Practice 

  9:30 a.m.  Hosting Team 

  9:45 a.m.  Fellowship 

10:00 a.m. Sunday Worship 

11:00 a.m.  Fellowship 

11:00 a.m. Sermon Based Group 

“FRIDAY NIGHT 

FELLOWSHIP” 
Rob & Jill Horgen host a fun fellowship group on 
the first Friday of each month. They will meet at 
a local restaurant, for a fun relaxing evening of 
friendship & eats. Contact the church office for 

contact info and more details for this group. 

Share Room Ministry 

would like your help! 
  

Come fellowship with us and help minister to the 

community He has blessed us with. 

 Tuesdays from 9 am – 12 noon 

 and Thursdays from 10 am – 2 pm 

Please contact the church office for more details. 

A Women’s 12 Step 
Spiritual Journey 

Mondays @6:30pm 
in Room 101 

at Laurel Church 
 


