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Message from SCC
Dear SCC Families,
Christmas is such a special time of year with family
gatherings, decorations, and gift giving. Our teachers
and staff members enjoy learning about many of the
traditions that our students share from home. It is also
fun to hear all the stories the children bring back with
them after they have made new memories during this
time.
We hope you have a wonderful Christmas filled with
joy, hope and peace!
Carla Leveratt, Director &
Meagan Kraszewski, Assistant Director

Thank you!
Many thanks go out to the parents who helped
prepare our Thanksgiving Feast.
We appreciate all your hard work that help made this
a special day for our children and teachers!

Important Dates to Remember
Christmas Program
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 19TH AND
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 20TH
Our Annual Christmas Program will be held at
11:00 am in the church. Parents can be seated at
10:30 in the church and the children will process
in at 11:00.
We welcome family and friends to come join us!
Also, please note: following the program the
children will process back to their classrooms for
11:30 pick-ups. Thank you!

“Happy Birthday Jesus” Parties
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 21st AND
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 22nd
Each classroom will hold a special Birthday
Party for Baby Jesus, complete with a special
Christmas treat!
The children will also hold a $5.00 book
exchange!
If your child attends 5 days, please bring one book
for each party day with the exception of Miss
Carla’s class. Please check flyer for more details.
Note: Please wrap the book(s)

Holiday Schedule
❖ Preschool classes will end:
Friday, December 22nd and resume
Monday, January 8th.
❖ Full Day & 8 Hr. Program ONLY
Dates:
December 27-29, January 3-5
❖ School Closed:
December 25th & 26th
January 1st & 2nd

See’s Candy
We are happy to announce that our See’s
Candy fundraiser raised a profit of $860.00.
See’s Candies will be distributed the week of
December 4. Thank you parents for
your support to our
program!
For more information
on fundraising, please

Thank youatParents
for all
see the “Fundraising
SCC” page.
your support!
Thank you, parents for
all your support!

Great Bedtime Story
Pajama Drive

Our preschool children are not too young to
learn about helping others in need. This month
we are participating in the Great Bedtime Story
Pajama Drive that is sponsored by Scholastic
books. Our children are asked to donate brandnew pajamas and Scholastic will match the
donation with a book to accompany the
pajamas to give to a child in need.
Please have your child bring a new pair of
pajamas to school by:
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 12TH.
Thank you for helping to share the gift of
good sleep and a sweet bedtime story!
**IMPORTANT NOTE**
We have children with severe allergies. Please show
compassion and follow our “no nut policy.”

Outdoor Art Curriculum
We introduced the Outdoor Art Curriculum
last month and so far, we have some great
donations. Thank you to those of you who have
contributed so far. We will continue to collect
materials and will begin implementing this new
outdoor art experience in the new year!
In case you didn’t catch it in the last
newsletter…
As part of your child’s outdoor experience,
Miss Meagan, Miss Geneva and Miss Jessica
will be collaborating together with our
teachers to enhance the art experiences that
are provided during this time.
We will introduce new materials or different
ways for children to express themselves
creatively. We feel it is important for our
children to have the opportunity to use real
art materials and tools. When children are
trusted and shown how to use and care for
these tools and materials, they live up to the
responsibility of using them. It has been
observed that when children are provided
these materials to create art, there is more
attention to detail and purpose behind the
work.
If this is something you are passionate about,
we will be collecting items for donation. We
will keep a drop-box near Miss Carla’s office.

Fundraising at SCC
Fundraising Opportunities
Throughout the year we will have a few fundraising
opportunities here at SCC. Some of these
opportunities that you may look out for are:
• Poppin Popcorn
• CLC Harvest Festival
• See’s Candies Fall and Spring
• SCC T-Shirts
• Kid’s Night Out
• Tile purchase
• Annual Trike-A-Thon
We have some great projects that we are working on
at SCC to make our school shine from the inside out
even more than it already does! We would like to
show you what your fundraising efforts have gone
toward and the new projects we are working on.

Fundraising Last Year…
Last year your fundraising proceeds went toward
indoor facility improvements and we successfully
replaced the flooring, purchased carpets, and new
furniture in 5 of our classrooms! This is all thanks to
the support of Community Lutheran Church
members and SCC Parents.

Current Fundraising Projects
Continued…
Updated Classrooms
As we have mentioned, the proceeds from our fall
fundraising will go toward the Outdoor Classroom
Project. We did such a great job raising money for 5
our classrooms last year that we don’t want to forget
about the flooring, rugs, and furniture for the other
classrooms. Please look forward to more information
about how to contribute to that in the new year.

So far this year
As a school, we have raised $2,250 through the Poppin
Popcorn Fundraiser, $2,000 from the Community
Lutheran Church Harvest Festival, $860 from the See’s
Candies Fundraiser, and $500 from Lifetouch
Photography totaling $5,610.
Goal: $8,000

$5,610

Current Fundraising Projects
Outdoor Classroom Project
This will be an ongoing project for our play yards.
As mentioned in our previous newsletter, our very
own Director, Carla Leveratt, and Brown Room
Teacher, Kristina Amante, are working to have our
school designated as an Outdoor Classroom. This
means that our school offers a curriculum that
provides learning opportunities that are multisensory as well as holistic.
From a fundraising aspect, you will continue to see
improvements to our play yards as we continue to
meet fundraising goals!

To find out more about this you can go to
www.outdoorclassroomproject.org.

Ways to get involved
• Straight donations
• Any of our fundraisers opportunities
• Ask about how to volunteer

Help support us while you shop! The AmazonSmile
Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price from
your eligible AmazonSmile purchases, which will go
toward our school and church when you select
“Community Lutheran Church” as your charity!

Community Lutheran Church
Advent/Christmas Calendar
1st Sunday of Advent Sunday, December 3rd
Wednesday, November 29, 7:00 PM – First Mid-week Advent Service
Wednesday, December 6th, 7:00 PM – Mid-week Advent Service
Sunday School Christmas Worship Service - Sunday, December 10th,
8:30 AM
Wednesday, December 13th, 7:00 PM – Last Mid-week Advent Service
Men of CLC Santa Pancake Breakfast – Sunday, December 17th - 9:15
AM
Chancel Choir Christmas Cantata - Sunday, December 17th, 8:15 AM &
10:45 AM

Christmas Eve Wednesday, December 24th
10:00am – 4th Sunday of Advent Worship Service with Holy
Communion
4:30pm – Christmas Candlelight Service with Holy Communion
7:00pm – Christmas Candlelight Service with Holy Communion
10:30pm – Christmas Candlelight Service with Holy Communion and
Chancel Choir

New Year’s Eve Sunday, January 31st
10:00am – One morning worship service with Holy Communion

The Learning in Loose Parts

By Heather Fox & Susie Wirth
In a world in which we are preparing our youngest
generation for professions still unknown, it is imperative to
fuel children’s curiosity and appetite for learning. This love of
learning, along with the skills to communicate, problemsolve, and self-regulate, will lead to life-long success no
matter the profession. Some might say that learning these
skills will only happen behind a desk in a typical classroom,
but Dimensions Educational Research Foundation’s
research tells us that children who spend time in welldesigned, nature-filled outdoor classrooms develop skills
across all learning domains (Miller 2007).
This finding is based on over a decade of Dimensions Foundation research in Nature Explore
Classrooms across the nation. It also adds to the growing body of evidence that substantiates that,
for young children, play is learning, and intentionally designed outdoor spaces provide powerful
contexts for children’s growth and development. What makes an outdoor classroom different than
the traditional classroom? For one thing, the availability of nature’s loose parts.

Nature’s Loose Parts Support More Complex Play
Architect Simon Nicholson used the term “loose parts” to describe materials with varied properties
that can be moved and manipulated in many ways. He theorized that the richness of an
environment depends on the opportunity it allows for people to interact with it and make
connections. Early childhood educators have found this to be true and have documented the vast
learning that can occur when children are able to invent, create, explore, and rearrange loose
parts.
With no specific set of directions—and powered only by a child’s imagination—an assortment of
shells might become a collection to sort, scoops to move sand, or saucers placed for tea. Further
illustrating that the materials we provide children should be open-ended, Joan Almon, former
director of the Alliance for Childhood, suggested that a good toy is really only 10% toy and 90%
child (cited in Linn, 2008).
When children are encouraged to use loose parts and try their own ideas, they are driven to
learn. They are driven to not only ask their own questions, but also discover their own answers
and create new possibilities. A child’s play with loose parts even begins to match their developing
skill level (Daly and Beloglovsky, 2015), providing opportunities for divergent and creative
problem solving.
The natural world in all its simplicity and complexity affords children a rich allure of play and
learning experiences. Nature organically produces a spectrum of loose parts that exhibit patterns
and sequences not easily replicated in man-made materials. Consider the intricate patterns of a
pinecone or the spirals of an unfurling fern. Notice the diversity and textures of tree bark and the
way it provides a home for insects. These relationships can be discovered, tested and understood

hands-on, the way children learn best. With a higher level of complexity and variety, nature offers
the materials that support longer and more complex play (White and Stoecklin, 2014).

A Natural Environment for Loose Parts
For many of our children—especially those with little experience outdoors—a wild, untouched
natural environment might seem overwhelming at first. A more organized and accessible natural
environment can allow children to feel safe, as they use nature’s loose parts to understand the
world. And let’s face it; completely wild areas are not readily available where most children spend
the bulk of their day. Creating a nature-filled outdoor playspace that children can access daily
transforms both their behavior and their attitudes about nature at the same time.
Dimensions Foundation examined the optimal characteristics present in an outdoor space to
support early childhood development. The results indicate that the natural world serves as a
unique and powerful setting for learning. We found that children regularly engage with each other
and develop holistically when the space is:
1.
2.
3.
4.

clearly delineated to support multiple skill levels and interests,
organized in a way children can understand,
equipped with nature’s loose parts and tools to explore, and
accompanied by nurturing adults to scaffold those experiences.

Through direct observation of children’s work in Nature Explore Classrooms, enhanced skill
development in science, math, language and literacy, music and movement, art, visual spatial,
and social skills were documented. This research was conducted in Nature Explore Classrooms
at sites around the country, representing different environments, populations, and demographics
with remarkably similar results. Two of the key themes that emerged from this research over time
included the importance of well-designed nature-filled spaces and the value of nature’s loose
parts.
In Dr. Samuel Dennis’ post-occupancy study of natural outdoor classrooms (2014), he notes that
children in outdoor classrooms find their play to be supported both through the natural and the
structural environment. He states, “Nature provided far more play props and open-ended play
opportunities than sites with fixed equipment set in large areas of safety surfacing.” Dennis
concludes, “Children in natural settings were reported to be more relaxed, focused, engaged,
cooperative, creative, nurturing, and happy compared to children in indoor classrooms or on
traditional playgrounds. Nature-based early childhood learning environments provided
opportunities for children to experience the changing seasons and observe the life cycles of
plants, animals, and insects, while providing natural materials for exploration and play.”
To make further sense of the environment and materials used by children in the Nature Explore
Classroom, it is helpful to think about the ways in which children’s
play was affected by the properties of natural materials. These
properties have been referred in the context of affordances. For
example, “If a rock has a smooth, flat surface, it affords a person to
sit; if a tree is well branched it affords the opportunity for a person to
climb it” (Lester and Maudsley, 2007, p. 27). In essence, affordance
allows children to match material properties to their own behavior
(Bohling, Saarela, and Miller, 2010).
To learn more about Dimensions Foundation’s research, visit www.natureexplore.org .
©2015 Dimensions Foundation/Nature Explore
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PRESCHOOL CLOSED
FULL DAY PROGRAM ONLY
December Bible Verse:

“God’s son is born for us.”
(See Isaiah 9:6)

