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“Freedom.”  Say it.  
Listen to it. How 
does it make you 
feel?  What does it 
mean to you?  Do 
you possess it?  

Does it elude you? Is it taken for granted? How 
has it touched your life?  

To say that “freedom” is a nebulous word or  
concept is quite an understatement.  We say 
that we gained freedom in the wars we have 
fought. Freedom for what? For the           
preservation of certain unalienable rights such 
as “Life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.” 
These rights are core values of the American 
people.  

We have freedom of expression. We have      
freedom to make our own choices and pursue 
our own course of life. We have freedom to 
buy and sell, to travel, to change jobs, to     
worship who we choose. These are all         
freedoms that we possess as a nation. 

We cherish our freedom above everything else; 
in fact, we are willing to die in order to keep   
possession of it.  Freedom.  It is quite a word. 

In light of the 
value that we 
place on our  
freedom, I can’ t 
help but wonder 
why we live in 
such bondage. 
For a country 
that has sacrificed so much to possess         
freedom, that is so proud of the freedoms we     
possess, how is it that freedom is such an     

elusive commodity amongst us? We may     
possess freedom to make our own decisions, to 
choose our own directions, and to chart our 
own course, but if our engagement with this 
freedom only results in bondage, then what 
good is it? Are we really willing to be satisfied 
exchanging the freedom that has cost us so 
much only to readily exchange it for the exact 
opposite? 

I imagine that some will indignantly deny that 
they have exchanged their freedom for     
bondage. Consider the following: apathy,      
disillusionment, depression, anger, disunity and 
polarization as a nation. These are not       
attributes readily connected with freedom, yet 
all of these attributes are rampant today as an 
accepted reality of our day-to-day lives. 

So why do I write about freedom as we come 
into a time year that is about remembering 
those who have served us in the military, as we 
prepare to give thanks for the blessings we 
have, and as we excitedly anticipate the        
celebration of the coming of Jesus Christ -    
idyllically pictured as a baby in the manger? 
Could it be due to the fact that the freedom 
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that Jesus Christ secured, purchased, and offered, stands in stark contrast to the freedom that we say we have as a      
nation? 

Jeremiah 2:13 says: “My people have committed two sins: they have forsaken Me, the spring of living water, and have 
dug their own cisterns, broken cisterns that cannot hold water.” 

This verse speaks to the very question I am asking in regard to trading our freedom for bondage. It does no good to      
tenaciously pursue freedom if all we are going to do is exchange it for prison.   

This is the point at which all praise, worship, and thanksgiving finds its source! It is in this reality that the author of Psalm 
119:49 proclaims, “Remember Your word to Your servant, for you have given me hope.”  Wow, hope in the midst of             
bondage – what is not worthy of praise in that? 

What “word” is giving hope? The promise of salvation, of course. The promise of forgiveness. The promise of real and 
lasting   freedom! Remember what Jesus claimed about Himself in Luke chapter 4, “The Spirit of the Lord is on me,       
because He has anointed me to proclaim the good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the        
prisoners and recovery of site for the blind, to set the oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” Freedom! 

Freedom is why Jesus Christ came. Freedom is what Jesus Christ acquired, and freedom is what Jesus Christ offers to us.      
Freedom is a kingdom reality that is only truly experienced as we are able to surrender our kingdom to His Kingdom.  
Even as disciples of Christ we must learn to surrender in order to have freedom. 

Think for a minute and ask Holy Spirit to help you.  What have you not surrendered to Jesus?  What are you holding onto 
that has a hold on you?  Another way to examine this in your life is to ask the question, “What do I do to fulfill myself that 
leads me away from God rather than closer to God?” 

Paul writes to the Galatians “It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be          
burdened again by a yoke of slavery.”  It is Jesus that has fought this battle for freedom.  It is Jesus who can give us true 
and complete freedom. 

As we come to the holiday season once again, may we be thankful for the 
freedom that He gives to us!  May we be willing to just take hold of it!  As we 
anticipate Christmas and the coming of Jesus Christ, may we celebrate from a 
place of freedom; free from our bondage to sin because of Jesus Christ! 

Consider Psalm 119:41-45: “May your unfailing love come to me, LORD, your 
salvation, according to your promise; then I can answer anyone who taunts 
me, for I trust in your word.  Never take your word of truth from my mouth, 
for I have put my hope in your laws.  I will always obey your law, for ever and 
ever.  I will walk about in freedom, for I have sought out your precepts.” 

“So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.”  

Pastor Peter 

Advent: December 3-25 

Christmas Celebration: Friday, December 22, 7 pm 
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Our Kairos Interns... 

Abby 

Where are you from?  Anchorage, Alaska  

Favorites… 

 Book: Chronicles of Narnia  

 Movie: Inside Out  

 Place: a mountain top 

 Beverage: coffee  

Fun Fact: I used to be a figure skater.  

Family: Parents, one older brother and one younger sister  

Why did you decide to do Kairos? I talked to former students 

and it seemed like a good fit.  

Future plans: Maybe Multnomah                                              

University but that could change within                                        

the next year.  

Jon 

Where are you from?  Albany, New York 

Favorites... 

 Book: 1984? 

 Movie: Lord of the Rings 

 Place: Wildwood, New Jersey – that is the place where our annual family vacation is, it's the best. 

 Beverage: Saranac Root Beer 

Fun Fact: Some of my hobbies are spikeball, Ping pong or basically any sport 

Tell us about your family: My dad is a pilot and was stationed out here on Whidbey Island when he was in the navy. My mom teaches a 

Bible class at my old high school. I have two older brothers and a dog named Tebow.  

Why did you decide to be a part of Kairos? 

I just didn't see my life going the way I wanted and more importantly it wasn’t going the way God wanted. I needed a change and a break 

from my old friends and lifestyle, and what's a better than going as far west on the continental America as possible. 

Future plans: none yet, a few ideas in mind but God is always changing it. 

Madeliene 

Where are you from? Portland, Oregon 

Favorites... 

I'm pretty boring because I don't have a favorite anything. 

Tell us about your family: I have two brothers, Ian and Connor, 

my parents, Drake and Jennifer, and our puppy Eli. 

Why did you decide to be a part of Kairos? I was looking for a 

program like Kairos. After graduating high school I didn't know 

what to do so I went to community college for a year. At the end 

of the year I decided to look for something like a Bible school. My 

friend, Molly, was back from finishing Kairos and I asked if she 

could tell me about her experiences with it. 

Future plans? I have none at the moment. 
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It’s Time to Pack Shoeboxes 
It’s that time of the year when we begin to think about 

Christmas.  Which means it’s time to fill shoeboxes 

full of gifts to bless boys and girls in need around the 

world while introducing them to   Jesus Christ!  It has 

been a privilege for Madison Community Church to 

be a part of this wonderful outreach for many years 

and once again we are ready for this year’s program.   

Special Christmas Shoeboxes are again being provided for you and they will be 

available in the foyer on Sundays, October 22 and 29, and in the Information Center 

on November 5.  Filled boxes should be brought back to MCC on Sunday,           

November 12, when we will have a time during the morning worship service to    

dedicate these boxes to God and to the children who will receive these special gifts.  

Additional information will  be distributed beginning October 22 to guide you as you 

prepare your box. You can also go to samaritanspurse.org 

There are a couple of changes to this year’s program: 

Toothpaste and candy are no longer allowed in shoebox gifts due to customs 

regulations. 

The financial contribution requested for each shoebox gift has gone up from 

$7.00 dollars to $9.00 dollars this year.  This donation per box is critical to cover 

shipping and other ministry expenses.  If you give online via Follow Your Box, 

you can discover the destination of your gift.  When you put a check in your 

Shoebox gift, be sure to write the check to Samaritan’s Purse and note on the 

memo line that it is for Operation Christmas Child.  As usual, if you are unable 

to assemble a shoebox but would like to help with the expense for others’ boxes 

or shipping, you can write a check to MCC and we will see that it gets to           

Samaritan’s Purse for the Shoebox ministry.  

Thank you for your participation in this special program which offers hope to the  

children of the world.  If you have additional questions, please feel free to contact 

Ron or Chris Taber. 

This October marks the 500th Anniversary 

of the Protestant Reformation. On October 

31, 1517, the world began to shake with a 

few hammer blows on a small German 

church door. 

At the time, none could foresee what the 

simple act of a professor nailing           

hand-written theses to a door would do to 

shape the world, but it did. And those    

reverberations would be heard not only 

throughout Europe, but the entire world. 

The Protestant Reformation altered       

nations, shaped politics, provoked wars, 

and led to innovations in science, industry, 

economics, and medicine. It affected     

exploration and colonization. The 

Protestant work ethic, the proliferation of 

democratic governments, and world      

missions took shape as direct fruit of the 

Reformation. 

But of eternal significance, the Reformation 

reclaimed a biblical view of salvation,    

worship, and biblical authority. This       

recovery led to the redemption of countless 

souls and served as a necessary correction 

to the church’s beliefs and practices. 

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/6-ways-to-celebrate-

reformation-500-this-sunday 

REFORMATION SUNDAY 
October 29, 2017 
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December 

  1 Alice Beakley 

  4 Isaiah Goetz 

  4 Hazen Johnson 

  6 Dennis & Patty Stanley 

  7 Chuck Lauby 

12 Ryan Rex 

20 Kristi Vincent  

21 Roy Rutherford 

24 Mike Champoux 

25 Carol Ingram 

27 Mike Gruol 

28 Eric Hatch 

30 Linette Rex 

30 Helen Welch 

31 Roy & Debbie Rutherford 

31 Montie Young 

November 

  6 Deleasha Vincent 

10 Larry Roberts 

10 Mary Torbenson 

11 Michael Bird 

12 Marie Larson 

19 Miles Miller 

21 Bill Fairbanks 

22 Dick Stecher 

23 Dorothy Stuart 

24 Risam Johnson 

28 Lillian Taggart 

29 Jerry & Kristin Crowe 
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A body of believers in Jesus Christ loving God and   reaching out to a diverse community to bring life, grow faith, and offer hope by connecting people with Him. 


