
Going on to Perfection: James 
Rev. Sarah Slack 
 
Last Sunday in worship, we talked about the United Methodist understanding of salvation.  For United 
Methodists, salvation is a process, a life-long journey to becoming more like Jesus.  We call this 
process “going on to perfection.”   
 
John Wesley, the founder of the Methodist movement, believed 
being a perfect Christian is answered by Deuteronomy 6:5, "loving 
God with all our heart, and mind, and soul." However Wesley didn't 
end there. For Methodists, there is no such thing as love of God 
unless it shows itself also in our love of one another.  Wesley 
insisted that any religion or piety that is not centered on the active 
love of God and neighbor is a false religion.  The practical result of 
loving God includes loving and serving our neighbors. 
 
In September, we will Go.Do.  There are many ways to show our 
love for God by loving our neighbor this month (see inside for 
details).  To go along with our mission month, we will be sharing 
the words from the book of James on Sundays.   
 
The overall message of the book of James encourages believers in 
Jesus to live out our faith, to  “be doers of the word” (James 1:22).  
Throughout September we will see how our journey to perfection 
can be lived out daily.   
 
Prepare to be challenged by James’ words and see how we can 
work together  to go on to perfection.  

 On page 3, you’ll find our Go.Do. calendar.  
 There will be a special offering for UMCOR Hurricane Harvey Relief and 

Rise Against Hunger during worship on September 10th.  
 To sign up for Go.Do. events visit: 
     www.1stchurch.org/GoDo or call 982-1273 



The main church phone number is 865-982-1273 
*Please note that ALL staff emails now end with 

1stchurch.org unless otherwise noted. 
 
Pastors 
Catherine Nance               cnance                            ext.111 
Parker Benson                 pbenson                          ext. 106 
Sarah Slack                        sslack                           ext. 107 
 
Music 
Terry Wilson                   sacmusic                           ext. 109 
Susan Daves                    sdaves                            ext. 110 
Chris Lee                            clee                               ext. 116 
Dwain Pesterfield (organist)      DwainP602@bellsouth.net 
Sarah Lawson slawson 
 
Children’s Ministries 
Denise Johns                     djohns                             ext.113 
Carmen Faircloth          ceaf26@att.net 
 
Youth Ministries 
Nathan Irwin                       nirwin                             ext.202 
 
Administrator 
Mark Blodgett                   mblodgett                        ext. 103 
 
Communications 
Clayton Hensley                 chensley                        ext.100 
 
Membership Secretary 
Jane Sanders                      jsanders                       ext. 101 
 
Welcome Table 
Amelia Geis-Scott      ameliageis@yahoo.com 
 
Technical Director 
Samuel Williams              swilliams  982-1273 

Contact the Staff 
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Got an event coming up? 

If you have a church related event you want others to 
know about, please let us know by filling out the event 
form available in the Happening at 1st section of 
1stchurch.org .  

Please get us the information at least a month in 
advance so we can get  the event onto our promotion 
calendar.   

 Get together with your friends, 
bring your breakfast, your lawn 
chairs, sit back and have fun. 

 Prizes for Best Tailgating 
Decoration, Best Hospitality, 
and Best Food 

 Kids activities in the 
Friendship Shelter 

 Sign up for Go.Do. events 

 Get pictures taken for the 
online directory 

 Share the fun on social media 
with #1stTailgate 

 Got questions? Email Chris 

Lee at clee@1stchurch.org 

ALL CHURCH TAILGATE 
SEPTEMBER 3RD  

9:00 AM TO 11:30 AM 
 

We hope you’re getting excited about this weekend’s 
big event, our first ever “All-Church Tailgate.”  A 
reminder there will be only ONE worship service this 
Sunday, happening at 10:30.   

Be ready to start tailgating at 9:00 am.  Set up with your 
friends, your Sunday School classes, or bring your 
neighbors (along with your lawn chairs).  During 
worship, we’ll focus on our call to Go.Do. and sing 
some familiar hymns.   

The nursery will be available for children 3 and under 
from 9:30 am until 11:45 am.  

Here are some other THINGS TO KNOW  
before the big event.  

http://www.1stchurch.org/happening-at-1st
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The spirit to Go. Do. was alive and 
well this summer as 1st Kids Ministries 
coordinated help with a summer food 
program at Carpenters Elementary 

School in Blount County.  Above is a 
note of thanks from the 

 staff at the school. 

Throughout the month of September, there will be plenty 
of opportunities for all of us to live out our call to Go. Do.  

The events below are beyond what  normally happens 
here at 1st.  Volunteers are still needed for Welcome 

Table, Celebrate Recovery and Family Promise  
(see page 4 for Family Promise details).   

Learn more about each event and sign up for them at: 

 
www.1stchurch.org/GoDo 

Wednesday, September 6th 
Card making for KARM 
10:00 am in Wesley Hall 
 
Saturday, September 9th 
Sunday, September 10th 
KARM Donation Trailer 
9:00 am to 12:00 pm 
 
Wednesday, September 13th 
Tours of New Hope Children’s 
Advocacy Center and the Family 
Promise Day Center 
Leaving the church at 9:00 am 
 
Saturday, September 16th 
Housing Repair Collaborative 
 Need people to dig a walkway 

then mix and pour concrete 
 Help install interior doors 
 Work on Drywall 
 Paint 
 Mow and trim bushes 
 Help with deck work 
Meet at the church at 8:00 am 
 
Sunday, September 17th 
Donation Drive for New Hope 
Children’s Advocacy Center 
(snacks & juice boxes) 
 

Wednesday, September 20th 
Tour of Knox Area Rescue 
Ministries in Knoxville 
Leaving the church at 9:15 am 
 
Thursday, September 21st 
Tour of Susannah’s House (with 
the United Methodist Women) 
Leaving the church at 9:15 am 
 
Saturday, September 23rd 
Rise Against Hunger 
10:00 am in Asbury Hall 
 
Sunday, September 24th 
Conversation Matters: 
Poverty Simulation 
5:00 pm in Asbury Hall 
 
Wednesday, September 27th 
J.O.Y. Fellowship Lunch 
Presentation on Henderson 
Settlement with Mike Feely 
Noon in Asbury Hall 
 
Saturday, September 30th 
Blanket Making for Local Agencies 
10:00 am in Wesley Hall 
 
 

On Saturday, September 2nd, come help pack up flood buckets 
for the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR).  In the 
wake of the flooding disaster in Texas, supplies of the buckets 
could quickly be depleted.  For this event, the Outreach Team will 
purchase all the items for the buckets, we just need help packing 
them.    

Go.Do. - Pack flood buckets for UMCOR 
10:00 am in Wesley Hall 

*There will also be opportunities for reading to students at local 
  schools.  Details about times and places are still being    
  worked out, but if you are interested in participating, please sign up. 
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Women’s Bible Study 
Tuesdays at 10:00 am, Room 152 

Starting, September 19th 

 

 

Months ago when the staff at 1st UMC  began organizing an eclipse viewing 
party no one really knew how many folks would show up on the big day.  

Early on the morning of August 21st 
people began arriving at the church, some 
traveling great distances to witness God’s 
amazing display in the sky.  

 In the end, there were around 500 people 
here from more than a dozen states, 
England and the Czech Republic.  The Sun Drop soda and Moon Pies 
disappeared much more quickly than the 
sun did that day.  

At the moment of totality the oohs, aahs 
and WOW’s almost drowned out the sounds of the cicadas and crickets 
that began chirping right before the moon totally blocked out the sun.  

What an amazing event to be a part of!    

If you have pictures from the viewing party, please share them with us on 
our social media channels.  Just use #1stEclipse so we can find them 
easily. You can also check out photos and videos already posted on those 
same channels.  

#1stEclipse 

Women’s Study 
Wednesdays at 10:00 am in room 254 

Starting September 6th 
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Two months can pass quickly if you’re a child on summer  break.  For a child who 
has nowhere to call home that time can be an eternity.  It’s been about two 
months since 1stUMC made certain four precious children and their parents didn’t 
have to sleep in a car (or worse).  While they were here the families also had 
plenty of delicious food to eat without worry.  1

st
UMC’s volunteers who serve in 

the Family Promise Mission made certain of it.  
 
From September 10th to 17th it will be time for 1stUMC to host Family Promise again.   Happily all but one of the 
families that lived in our church for a week back in June now have their own housing in Blount County. That certainly 
speaks to the success of the life changing outcomes from Family Promise.  There are many more families in need of 
our help.       
 
Thank you to the small army of Christian soldiers who provide that help while these families get back on their feet.  
Some of you will spend a few hours in the evening or on a Saturday eating a meal and hanging out.  Others will 
prepare the food.  Still others will sleep in the church for a night.  Many of you will transform Sunday school rooms into 
bedrooms for the week and then change them back again.  The families will pack up and move to the next church but 
some will move into their own home.    
 
If you haven’t been trained for Family Promise but would like to help, please use the contact information below and be 
part of changing our Blount County neighbor’s lives.  Your life will be changed for the better too. 
 

Yours in Christ, 

, Family Promise Coordinator at 1stUMC 

mavisziegler@yahoo.com or 865-748-0532 

www.crmaryvilletn.com 

EVERY  
Wednesday Night 

5:30 Light Meal 
6:30 Worship 

7:40 Share Groups 

September 6th 
How do we restore, 
reconcile, and release? 
Joy Gaertner 

September 13th 
You don’t have to be an addict to attend.  
Celebrate Recovery is for EVERYONE!  

Sally Thierbach 

September 27th 
SPECIAL GUEST 

Jeff Stultz of  
Broken Chains Motorcycle Club 

September 20th 
Give your best for the Master. 
Give as God has given you. 
Rev. Parker Benson 

mailto:mavisziegler@yahoo.com
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News 

Youth at Eden Park in Cincinnati during 
this summer’s youth mission trip. 

Nathan Irwin  
Director of Youth Ministries 
nirwin@1stchurch.org 
865-982-1273 

Tailgating fun for kids 
Coming up this Sunday (September 3rd) there will only be ONE 
worship service and no regularly scheduled Sunday School 
classes for children.  Instead, you are invited to bring children 
down to the Friendship Shelter from 9:30 to 10:20 for some special 
supervised activities. 

 
If you have a child age 3 or under and need nursery care, bring your child to the 
nursery on the lower level of the church.  Workers will be there from 9:30 in the morning until 11:45 am.  Children will 
be served snacks which include: original life cereal, original Cheerios, raisins and boxes of 100% juice.  Adults are 
asked to come back to the Friendship area prior to 10:30 to take their child to the worship service.  

Attention parents of 3rd graders! 
Bible Presentations coming 

September 10th. 
All third graders will be receiving Bibles 
during worship services on September 
10th.  Please contact Denise Johns at 
djohns@1stchurch.org or call her at  
982-1273 and let her know which service 
your 3rd grader will be attending that day.  

Acolyte Training 
Sunday, September 17th  

(after worship) 
All children in 4th through 6th grades are invited to attend acolyte 
training immediately following the 10:30 worship services on 
September 17th.  Please have your child gather in the Sanctuary in 
the front few pews.  The children will then go to the Asbury Hall 
kitchen for pizza and ice cream before heading back to the 
Sanctuary for training.  
 
There will be time for everyone to practice.  Each child should be 
accompanied by a parent or grandparent so the adults will also 
know the responsibilities of an acolyte.   
 
Even if your child has done this before, they are encouraged to 
come again for a refresher course.  

Milkshake Mayhem  youth fellowship kickoff! 

 No youth fellowship on 
September 3rd. 

 
 Trip in the works to Main 

Event Entertainment center in 
Knoxville on September 10th.  



Memorials & Honorariums 

Music Fund 
In memory of:    Given by: 
Helen Calloway  Ed & Ginger Waters 
Russ West  Ed & Ginger Waters 
Janey Simpson  Jim Porter & Family 
Blanche Badgett Jim Porter and Family 

 

Welcome Table 
In memory of:    Given by: 
Blanche Badgett Karl & Sherry Miller 
Blanche Badgett Roland & Kathryne Hays 
Blanche Badgett Terry L. Croft 
Blanche Badgett Kenneth L. Paxton 
Blanche Badgett David & Lori Posey 
Blanche Badgett Hunter Loveday 
Blanche Badgett Effie Cotton 
Blanche Badgett Al & Brenda Woodyard 
Blanche Badgett Gale Richards 
Blanche Badgett Peter & Ann Lescrenier 
Blanche Badgett Carolyn Richards 
Blanche Badgett Mable Little 
Blanche Badgett Julie Labhart 
Blanche Badgett Michael & Glenda Maher 
Blanche Badgett Sojourners Sunday School Class 
Blanche Badgett Friends 
Blanche Badgett Powell & Patsy Meek 
Blanche Badgett Ernie & Pat Blankenship 
Blanche Badgett Friends 
Blanche Badgett John Cochran 
Blanche Badgett Margaret Thomas 
Blanche Badgett Steve & Shirley Stinnett 
Ivanell Farber  Ernie & Pat Blankenship 
Ivanell Farber  Blanche Badett 
Ivanell Farber  Julie Labhart 
Ivanell Farber  Wally & Nan Werner 
Ivanell Farber  Karl & Sherry Miller Men’s Connection 

September 11th at 11:30 am 
Asbury Place Bistro 

Congratulations to:  

Ethan and Paige Senn on the birth of Nelie Ruth Senn 
on August 15th.    

Owen and Leslie Ragland are the proud grandparents 
and Martha Ragland is a proud great-grandmother. 

Sunday, September 3rd 
NO youth bells 
NO youth choir 
NO Evensong Handbells 

Monday, September 4th 
NO children’s choirs 

Our church family 

September’s J.O.Y. 
Fellowship Lunch ties in 
with our month long focus to 
Go.Do. Mike Feely from the 
Henderson Settlement in 
Kentucky will provide you 
with information on the 
many ways this mission 
helps people in rural 
southeast Kentucky.   
 
Mike will also bring some 
apple butter and crafts with 
him for you to buy, so be 
sure and bring some 
money.  

Wednesday,  
September 27th 
Noon 
Lunch costs $5 
Sign up online at: 
www.1stchurch.org 
Or call 982-1273 

Our call to help those less 
fortunate than ourselves is 
part of our call to Go.Do. In 
September, Anne Travis joins 
us for “Conversation Matters” 
as she guides us through a 
poverty simulation to help us 
“walk a mile” in the shoes of 
others. 
 

Sunday, September 24th 
5:00 pm in Asbury Hall 
Sign up online at: 
www.1stchurch.org 
Or call 982-1273 

*The Church office will be 
closed on Labor Day,  
September 4th.  
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804 Montvale Station Road 

Maryville, Tennessee   37803 
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www.1stchurch.org ONLINE ALL THE TIME! 

SPECIAL OFFERING 
SEPTEMBER 10TH 
Offering supports UMCOR relief 
efforts with Hurricane Harvey 
and Rise Against Hunger 
(formerly Stop Hunger Now!)  


