
WHO DOES WHAT 
Rev. Catherine Nance 
 
Your staff will be meeting this week to do planning for the next several months. In preparation for that, I have 
been making lots of lists. As I started a list of WHO DOES WHAT, I was amazed at the number of folks who are 
behind the scenes who do the bulk of the work in this church! YOU are the church and without YOU we could 
not offer the ministries that we do!  
 
 Did you know that you teach fourteen adult Sunday School classes and five children’s Sunday School 

classes and two youth Sunday School classes? Because of rotation teaching in many adult classes, that is 
at least fifty of you preparing Sunday School lessons! 

 Did you know one-hundred forty of you serve at Welcome Table?   
 Nearly seventy of you serve as ushers and greeters on Sunday mornings.  
 Seventeen of you share in the ministry of serving communion to homebound members. Thirty-four of you 

are participating in monthly shut-in visitation. 
 We have at least ten faithful folks we count on for audio-visual assistance in Sunday morning worship. 

There are another ten we count on for help with altar guild and communion set up. The oil in the candles on 
the altar is always full and there are envelopes in the pews.  

 Can you think of others? Children’s Choir assistants, accompanists, snack coordinators; youth counselors; 
the Bell Ladies (who get the paper newsletter folded and labeled and mailed).  

 I stopped counting Family Promise helpers when I got to forty! Celebrate Recovery is at least another fifty! 
 There are other folks who lead small groups like book groups and knitting. There are a couple of men’s 

groups, we have United Methodist Women ….. I am running out of room! Volunteers are still signing up for 
Vacation Bible School!! 

 
As I made my list, I was reminded of these words from Ephesians 4:16: 
 
The whole body grows from Christ, as it is joined and held together by all the supporting ligaments. The 
body makes itself grow in that it builds itself up with love as each one does its part. 
 
As we transition from three pastors to two 
this June, I am thankful to be serving a 
church who truly understands that each 
member has a ministry. We will miss 
Parker on Sunday mornings and his 
passion for the Gospel, his humor, and his 
storytelling; and we will surely miss Carol.  
I am thankful he will continue as Minister of 
Recovery for the coming year. As I 
continue my list of thanksgivings, I must 
add each of you and your part in making 
this a wonderful church.  
 

 



The main church phone number is 865-982-1273 
*Please note that ALL staff emails now end with 

1stchurch.org unless otherwise noted. 
 
Pastors 
Catherine Nance               cnance                            ext.111 
Parker Benson                 pbenson                          ext. 106 
Sarah Slack                        sslack                           ext. 107 
 
Music 
Terry Wilson                   sacmusic                           ext. 109 
Susan Daves                    sdaves                            ext. 110 
Chris Lee                            clee                               ext. 116 
Dwain Pesterfield (organist)      DwainP602@bellsouth.net 
Sarah Lawson slwason 
Katie Russell krussell 
 
Children’s Ministries 
Denise Johns                     djohns                             ext.113 
Carmen Faircloth          ceaf26@att.net 
 
Youth Ministries 
Nathan Irwin                       nirwin                             ext.202 
 
Administrator 
Mark Blodgett                   mblodgett                        ext. 103 
 
Communications 
Clayton Hensley                 chensley                        ext.100 
 
Membership Secretary 
Jane Sanders                      jsanders                       ext. 101 
 
Welcome Table 
Amelia Geis-Scott      ameliageis@yahoo.com 
 
Technical Director 
Samuel Williams              swilliams  982-1273 
 

Staff 
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Holston Annual Conference 2017 
On June 11th, your ministers and 
delegates from 1st UMC will joining 
hundreds of others at Lake 
Junaluska, NC. Holston Annual 
Conference runs through June 14th.  
This year’s theme is Behold!  
 
On Tuesday evening, Maria 
Humbane and her husband Bill will 
be present for a mission celebration 
for the Ishe Anesu mission in 

Zimbabwe.  The Humbanes will be retiring soon.  This 
year’s mission offering for Annual Conference will go 
to support Ishe Anesu.  

Happening at 1st (real soon) 
 
Vacation Bible School 
Kickoff is Sunday, June 4th 
(during the 10:30 Contemporary Service) 

More details on page 6 and online at 
www.1stchurch.org/vbs 
 
Farewell reception for Charles Maynard 
Sunday, June 4th  
3:00 to 5:00 pm  
Wesley Hall 
 
Rev. Charles Maynard will soon be 
leaving his appointment as the 
Maryville District 
Superintendent.  Come wish him well 
in the next chapter of his life and 
thank him for his work over the 
past  few years with 1st UMC Maryville and the dozens of 
other churches across the district.  

  
Metcalf Bottom Hike 
Saturday, June 10th 
Leaving the church at 8:30 am 
 
The Mt. Gilead Pilgrims (of Broadway and 1st United 
Mehtodist Churches) invite you to go hiking in the Great 
Smoky Mountains.  The group is going to Metcalf 
Bottoms where they will enjoy a meditative hike toward 
Little Greenbrier School. Bring water and a lunch. 
Everyone will lunch at the picnic area before coming back 

to the church.  

 
Please let us know you’re coming by signing up online at 
www.1stchurch.org or call the church office at 982-1273. 
 

Ride for Recovery 
June 10th 
Registration 9:00 am 
Kickstands up at 10:00 am 
 
Come ride through Blount 
County's scenic countryside 
while supporting Celebrate 
Recovery. It all begins here in 
the church parking lot and ends with lunch here at the 
church. 
 
The cost is $25 for single riders and $35 for two-up. 
Proceeds from the event will help fund leader training for 
the Celebrate Recovery program here at 1st UMC. 
 
Sign up before the ride at  
www.CRMaryvilleTN.com/rideforrecovery 

http://www.1stchurch.org/vbs
http://1stchurch.org/happening-at-1st
http://www.crmaryvilletn.com/rideforrecovery
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In the April 24th edition of the Church Bell, we told 
you the Easter Offering totaled nearly $24,500.  At 
this time we are happy to announce that figure has 
grown and thanks to your generosity, the offering has 
climbed to more than $30,000. 
 
The money will go to support a partnership between 
the Holston Annual Conference and Appalachia 
Service Project.  The goal is to build homes for wilfire 
victims in Sevier County.   

 
In late April, officials 

from the Holston 
Conference and ASP 
broke ground on the 
first new home going 

up in Gatlinburg.   
Just a few days later 

volunteers came 
together at The 

Connexion in 
Sevierville for a 

Community Build Day  
where frames were built for eight of the new homes.  

1st News Easter offering totals climb 

Setting a gold standard 
 
Congratulations are in order for 
Megan Dunn.  She recently 
received the Girl Scout Gold Award, 
the highest honor for that 
organization. 
 
Dunn’s project for the award was 
done at the Young-Williams Animal 
Shelter.  
 
Megan is the daughter of Pat and Sharon Dunn, sister to 
Sean, and granddaughter of Lamar and Maryann Dunn.  
 

In another Gold Medal Ceremony 
held here at 1st UMC, Hailey Goad, 
Mary Rachel Martin and Caroline 
Pope (daughter of Albert and Jill 
Pope) all received the top honor 
from the Girl Scouts of America.  
Caroline’s project involved the 
creation of educational materials 
about local animals and habitats, 
redesigning Zoo Knoxville’s night 
tour and creating a website to share 
resources with teachers and 
parents.  

Hands-on mission 
Over the last couple of weeks, 
many of you have been bringing 
in bags of flour, boxes of instant 
milk and jars of vegetable oil.  
On Saturday, May 20th, folks 
came here to the church to pack 
up all the items for the hands-on 
mission buckets.  By the end of 
the day there were 60 buckets 
packed and in the days 
following, more items and 

monetary donations came in to support the effort.    
 
As soon as the rest of the shopping is done and the other 
items are packed into buckets, everything will be taken to the 
Conference Offices in Alcoa.  Eventually the buckets will 
make their way to Zimbabwe where they will be used to feed 
the children of Ishe Anesu mission.  This year’s Holston 
Annual Conference Mission Offering will also benefit that 
mission.    
 
Thank you to everyone who pitched in to help this effort! 

Photo courtesy of The Call 

Ready to read? 
Are you looking to do some summer reading and do 
you want to share your thoughts about the book with 
others?  If so, check out the Book Club that meets 
every third Monday at 10:00 am in the Church 
Library (room 205).   
 
The current book is Underground Railroad by Colson 
Whitehead.  Everyone is welcome to attend.   
 
For more information please contact Sally Thierbach 
at jkthierbach@gmail.com or call her at  
865-233-0365. 

mailto:jkthierbach@gmail.com
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1st News 

Picnic Time 
Summer just wouldn’t be the 
same without a picnic, would 
it?   And that’s exactly what 
the United Methodist Women 
of 1st Church are doing on 
June 15th at 11:00 am.  The 
annual event held this year at the Asbury Pavilion, 
provides a great opportunity for you to check out this 
organization.  All women are invited to attend.   
 
As part of the event, there will be a hat contest, so 
put on your thinking “caps” and get creative.  All hats 
will be judged according to design and creativity.  
 
Lunch costs $10.  Please get your money to Donna 
Doede or Frances Hodges before June 11th, so they 
can order the food.  
 
For more information contact Donna Doede at 865-
856-0276 or email her at doedew@bellsouth.net . 

A new chapter begins 
by Mavis Ziegler 

 
The Family Promise Mission has moved into their 
new day center headquarters at 1007 
Middlesettlements Rd., Maryville.  In late April 
there was a grand opening for all who were able 
to attend.  Check out the downstairs bulletin board 
for What's Happening at 1stChurch to see a list of 
all the needs that were funded.  A heartfelt thank 
you goes out to everyone who supported Family 
Promise with your presence and your gifts at the 
opening!   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As the new center opens, there are new families 
in the Emergency Shelter phase of the program.  
It’s a full house and all four families are relying on 
Christian love to keep their children from being 
homeless.   
 
Now it is time once again for 1st UMC to prepare 
to do our part to host these families from  
June 18th to 25th.  It takes a village to raise a 
child so be on the lookout for calls and emails 
from the following chairs:  Reggie and Liz Gaskin 
for set-up and take-down, Jan McCoy for food, 
Greta Smith for dinner hosts and Saturday day 
hosts, Phil and Amy Large for overnight hosts and 
Lila Eby for supplies.   
 
If you haven't had the one-time training for Family 
Promise and would like to help, contact Mavis 
Ziegler at mavisziegler@yahoo.com or call  
865-748-0532.  You'll be glad you did. 
 
Yours in Christ, 

Family Promise Coordinator at 1stUMC. 

Photo taken from the Family Promise Facebook page 

Independence Day weekend fun 

We are continuing a tradition of great food and music 
in July as we come together for a little BBQ & 
Bluegrass.  The event is free with the church 
supplying the BBQ and beverages.  All you need to 
do is bring a side dish (or two) to share.  Wild Blue 
Yonder is providing the music.    
 

To help us get an idea of how much BBQ to get, 
please sign up before June 28th at 1stchurch.org or  

 

All the fun happens in Asbury Hall.   Another holiday 
event for Labor Day weekend  is in the works, so 
keep watching for details.  

mailto:doedew@bellsouth.net
mailto:mavisziegler@yahoo.com
http://www.1stchurch.org/happening-at-1st
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www.crmaryvilletn.com 

Learn more and sign up at 
www.CRMaryvilleTN.com/

rideforrecovery  
or register the day of the event.  

Registration begins at 9:00 am and the 
ride starts at 10:00 am in the parking 

lot here at the church.  

EVERY  
Wednesday Night 

5:30 Light Meal 
6:30 Worship 

7:40 Share Groups 

For some folks, the pace of life slows down a little in the summer, but the folks putting together the Celebrate 
Recovery schedule aren’t taking much of a break.   June is packed with activities and services everyone is sure to 
enjoy. During the month, you’ll be hearing about Grace and Forgiveness as well as how you can find God’s word in 
the favorite American pastime, baseball.   There’s also a chance for you and others to come together to support 
this vital ministry by taking your motorcycle on a ride through some of the most beautiful places in Blount County.  
If you haven’t been to a Celebrate Recovery Service, what have you been waiting for?  Whether it’s the music, the 
humor or the message, you’re sure to find yourself at home on Wednesday nights at CR or at a CR event.  

*Due to Vacation Bible School, 
Celebrate Recovery will be 

meeting across the street on 
June 7th at Maryville Junior 
High School.  The times for 

everything stay the same, just 
the venue changes for that 

evening.  

June 7th 

 

 

Rev. Catherine Nance 

June 21st 

Testimony through word and song 

George Tifft shares his story of how 
abuse as a child led him down the 
wrong path and how faith in God 
turned things around.  

June 14th 

Local author Bryan Steverson tells you 
why Baseball is a special gift from God. 

June 28th 
Jesus said, “Love your enemies 

and pray for those who persecute 
you … God causes his sun to 
rise on the evil and the good.” 

Rev. Parker Benson 

Still time to ride! 

If you’re a motorcycle rider, chances 
are you’ll be taking several “joy” rides 
this summer.  So, why not take time 
and help out Celebrate Recovery with 
one of those rides? 

On June 10th, CR hosts its first ever 
“Ride for Recovery.”  The event starts 
and ends here at the church with plen-
ty of beautiful scenery to see in be-
tween.  Lunch will be provided to the 
riders after the ride.   

The cost is $25 for single riders and 
$35 for two and up. 

*Holy Communion 
Served on June 7th 

http://www.crmaryvilletn.com/rideforrecovery
http://www.crmaryvilletn.com/rideforrecovery
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A note from Denise Johns,  
Director of Children’s Ministries 
  
I would like to give a special thank you to all the people 
who have signed up to volunteer to serve at Vacation 
Bible School this year.  These dedicated people will be 
volunteering in the kitchen, spending time with the 
children, preparing crafts, and decorating the church 
(which begins later this week).  
 
There are way too many volunteers to thank individually 
but I hope you realize that Vacation Bible School could 
not happen without you.  I don’t want to forget to say 
thank you to all of the prayer partners who have been 
praying for months and covering all the children and 
volunteers with prayers.  Many children of our 
community will be blessed by coming to a church that 
loves the children of this community. 

News 

Three big trips are planned for the youth this summer and you need 
to sign up for them soon. 

 
Jr./Sr. High Assembly is June 26th - June 30th.  

 
Summer Impact Mission Trip is July 9th - 15th 

 
Beach Trip to Charleston is July 28th - 31st.  

 
To sign up,  visit www.1stchurch.org/happening-at-1st  

For more information on the youth ministry 
and these  summer activities, please 
contact Nathan Irwin at: 

 865-982-1273 or email him at 

nirwin@1stchurch.org.  

A summer of fun 
Vacation Bible School is only part of the fun 1st Kids has planned for the next couple of months.  From infant 
and toddler play dates to Day Out activities for boys and girls, children won’t have time to be “bored.”  You can 
get a schedule of the activities on the website in the “Happening at 1st” section.  We look forward to everyone 
having a great time! 

Helping with the Food Ministry 
 
There are still several openings available for children to ride the bus 
with Miss Denise and Miss Carmen as we take food to children 
throughout the community.   Any children who have completed the 
second through sixth grades can go and deliver the food from the bus 
to the front of the children’s homes.  Parents are welcome to ride 
along with us.   
 
Please sign up on line in the Happening at 1st section of 
1stchurch.org or call Miss Denise at 982-1273.   

http://www.1stchurch.org/happening-at-1st
http://1stchurch.org/happening-at-1st
http://www.1stchurch.org/happening-at-1st
http://www.1stchurch.org/happening-at-1st


Memorials & Honorariums 

Family Promise 
In honor of:    Given by: 
Cindy Wilson  Dan & Jan McCoy 
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Welcome to  

Our Church Family 

In Memoriam 

U.C. Jones 
Joined First Church on April 21, 2002 

Entered the Church Triumphant on May 27, 2017 
 

Wanda Griffeth 
Joined First Church on April 3, 1966 

Entered the Church Triumphant on May 28, 2017 

James Craig 

Jim & Jaylene Myers 

Luke Daves was baptized on 
Mother’s Day, May 14th.  Parents 

are Adam & Ashley and “big” 

brother is Dosson.  

Christian sympathy extended to: 
 
Ana Maria and Tim Lomperis in the death of Ana Maria’s  
mother Irma Tanner.  
 
Jan & Dan McCoy in the death of Jan’s mother, Patricia 
Gendron on May 18th.  



Maryville First United Methodist Church 
804 Montvale Station Road 

Maryville, Tennessee   37803 
Phone:  865-982-1273 / Fax:  865-983-5408 

Change Service Requested 

US POSTAGE 
PAID 

MARYVILLE TN 
PERMIT NO. 113 

NON-PROFIT ORG 

www.1stchurch.org ONLINE ALL THE TIME! 

The next edition of the Church Bell is set to be published 
on June 26th.  The submission deadline is June 23rd. 

Got an event coming up? 

Today, as we are putting the newsletter 
together, ministers and staff members 
are meeting to plan out the rest of the 
year, and it’s going to continue to be a 
busy one!  If you have a church related 
event you want others to know about, 
please let us know by filling out the 
event form available in the Happening at 
1st section of 1stchurch.org .   

 

Please get us the information at least a 
month in advance so we can get  the 
event into our promotion calendar.   

http://www.1stchurch.org/happening-at-1st

