FIRST CLASS
by Rev. Catherine Nance
One more way to care at First United Methodist Church!
I am pleased to share with you the FIRST class of FIRST
CAREGIVERS! This group of caring individuals went
through an 10-week class with Missy Adams that covered
topics such as boundaries, depression and anxiety, family
relationships, addiction, grief, etc.
There are so many situations in our church family when the
minister is there at the beginning of a crisis or is made
aware of a life-changing event or problem. After a first
conversation or visit, there is seldom time to do follow up
care. People’s names and situations flood across my heart
Left to Right:
and mind, but there is not time to offer the individual care
Jama Mandrell, Alice Stover, Elissa Evans, Missy Adams,
for everyone. Often, folks are in a Sunday School class or Jan McCoy, Laney Lambert, Ross Covington
a small group and I know they are being cared for. But
there are times when ‘extra caring’ is needed. This is where the First Caregivers come in.
Pastor Sarah or I would talk with a church member about meeting with one of these caregivers on a regular
basis for a few weeks – just to walk through the ‘crisis,’ help set goals, touch base with how things are going,
and to offer hope and the assurance that they are not alone.
We hope to have a second class of First Caregivers in the spring. Please pray for this group as they are paired
with folks who would benefit from a little ‘extra caring.’
Two other ways you can help show you care is
 to volunteer to be a monthly visitor to one of our homebound or shut-in members
 to volunteer to be a monthly communion steward and serve communion to our homebound members.
Missy will be offering a workshop to help you reduce stress during the holiday season. (details below)

REDUCING HOLIDAY STRESS
(A FIRST CAREGIVERS WORKSHOP)

Sunday, November 5th
3:00 to 5:00 pm in room 153
Sign up at www.1stchurch.org or call 982-1273

Contact the Staff

“Little Known Blessing”
United Methodist Women
November 2nd at 9:45 am in room 152
Bonnie VanPelt is leading this UMW program

Men’s Connection at 1st
Come together, swap stories and
enjoy a great meal on
November 13th at 11:30 am
Asbury Place Bistro
For more information
contact Ron Werker at
rwerker@bellsouth.net

The main church phone number is 865-982-1273
*Please note that ALL staff emails now end with
1stchurch.org unless otherwise noted.
Pastors
Catherine Nance
Parker Benson
Sarah Slack

cnance
pbenson
sslack

Music
Terry Wilson
sacmusic
ext. 109
Susan Daves
sdaves
ext. 110
Chris Lee
clee
ext. 116
Dwain Pesterfield (organist)
DwainP602@bellsouth.net
Sarah Lawson
slawson
Children’s Ministries
Denise Johns
djohns
Carmen Faircloth
ceaf26@att.net
Youth Ministries
Nathan Irwin

nirwin

Administrator
Mark Blodgett

ext.113

ext.202

mblodgett

ext. 103

Communications
Clayton Hensley

chensley

ext.100

Membership Secretary
Jane Sanders

jsanders

ext. 101

Welcome Table
Amelia Geis-Scott

Learn more and sign up at:
www.1stchurch.org/smart-money

ext.111
ext. 106
ext. 107

Technical Director
Samuel Williams

ameliageis@yahoo.com
swilliams

Maintenance & Custodial Staff
Paul Brown, Sherri Justice

982-1273
982-1273

This year’s Stewardship campaign begins in November.
The next Church Bell will be a special “stewardship”
edition. Be looking for it the week of November 6th.
Commitment Sunday this year is on November 19th.

Holiday Notes
On November 26th and November 27th the church will be
closed (except for Welcome Table on the 26th)
The church will be closed on Monday, December 26th ,
December 27th and January 1st, 2018.

THE CHURCH BELL

Page 2

Fall festival fun

1st News
Shop the world. All in one place!
Now that the Fall Festival has wrapped up, the holiday
season really starts to pick up here at 1st Church. The next
big event is coming up this Sunday, November 5th from
9:00 am to 2:00 pm.

While temperatures didn’t make it much past 40
degrees and the clouds never cleared, there were
certainly plenty of smiles to help brighten the day
and warm hearts at this year’s Fall Festival at 1st.

About 15 minutes before the event started there
were already dozens of
people lined up along the
front of the church, ready
to trunk-or-treat, jump on
the inflatables and grab
some hot dogs and
popcorn.

The Alternative Gift Fair provides a place to shop for gifts
while helping out missions, fair trade organizations and
non-profits. This year, most of your favorite vendors are
returning and we have a couple of new ones. All of them
will be either in Wesley Hall or room 202.
Welcome Table
United Methodist Women
Tradewinds
Pukuka UMC Youth

Volunteers (and guests
alike) were all bundled
up, not letting the cold
weather get in the way of
welcoming the hundreds
of people coming from
throughout the
community to enjoy this
annual fall event.

Shop the World

We had more than 20 trunk or treat stations
including one from Jan McCoy, where she once
again let kids pick a lollipop for a chance to win
great prizes. She even brought Elvis along for
some inspiration.

Moja Foundation

Resurge International:
Smile Train
Olive Branch Olive Oil
New Hope Children’s Advocacy Center

Organizations
like Food
Connection,
Good Neighbors,
Celebrate
Recovery and
Compassion
Counseling were
also on hand to
let others know
more about what they do, and in the case of Food
Connection, collect food items to help ease hunger
in Blount County.
We hope everyone had a great time at the Fall
Festival at 1st. Let’s do it again next year!

Latvia Partnership
Kenya Partners
Humane Society of East Tennessee
Grace Home for Children: South Sudan
Good Neighbors of Blount County
The Gate
1st Kids Ministries
Compassion Counseling
Beautifully Made Artisan Market
For a closer look at what you’ll find at the AGF visit:

www.1stchurch.org/gift-fair
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November 8th

Wednesday Nights
5:30 Light Meal
6:30 Worship
7:40 Share Groups

This 2012 Maryville High
School graduate shares her
story of losing more than
100 pounds, naturally.

www.crmaryvilletn.com

It takes a lot of volunteers to make CR a success. Each
year, there is a special training event for anyone
interested in learning more about ways to be a part of
this vital ministry here at 1st UMC-Maryville. During this
time, participants will learn the value of volunteering and
how it will help change lives. Lunch will be provided at
the event. After lunch Safe Sanctuaries training will be
provided.

November 15th
Tim Richardson
helps you uncover
the barriers that
prevent you from
having deep
relationships and
great faith.

Please help us get an idea of how many people to
prepare for on Saturday by calling 982-1273 or signing
up online at www.1stchurch.org/crtraining .

While there are many reasons to celebrate at Christmas time, that holiday
spirit can definitely be dampened when you don’t have a place to call
home. This year, 1st United Methodist Church will be supporting Family
Promise of Blount County by hosting families the Week of December 24th
through December 31st.
For more information on how you can help and the steps needed to volunteer, please contact Mavis Ziegler at
mavisziegler@yahoo.com.
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News

THANK YOU

A great big
to everyone who helped
make this year’s Fall Festival at 1st a big success and for
braving the cold weather to do it. There were plenty of trunkor-treating stations to keep the kids busy as well as plenty of
hot dogs & chips (Thanks Civitan Club!), popcorn and cotton
candy to go around.
Throughout the event, there were countless compliments to
1st Church for putting on this annual event. And even when
words weren’t spoken, the smiles on the faces of the children were thank you enough.

Attention: Young Adults with Small Children!
This coming Sunday (November 5th) a new small group study gets underway and it’s designed for young adults with
small children. While the kids are in Sunday School, the adults will take part in a video based study followed by
conversation about the different topics addressed.
(There will also be some great tasting coffee and snacks to enjoy).
Come to all three of the classes or just one or two. If you have questions please contact
Denise (Director of 1st Kids Ministries) at djohns@1stchurch.org.

Check out the 1st Kids Ministries Booth at the Alternative Gift Fair
For the past few weeks, children at the church have been busy making items to sell at
this year’s Alternative Gift Fair which is coming up THIS SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 5TH.
Be sure and come by and check out these great gift items. All the money raised will
benefit Holston Home for Children in Greeneville, TN.

Children’s Christmas Program
The children’s choirs of the church have been working
for several weeks now on “Christmas is Jesus,” this
year’s holiday program. Come out enjoy an evening of
special music on Sunday, December 3rd beginning in
the Sanctuary at 5:00 pm. A snack supper and craft
time will follow in Asbury Hall.

Sunday Funday coming up THIS SUNDAY, November 5th
With the Echo Groups now up and running, there are no regular Sunday night
meetings for all the youth. However, everyone will be getting together on the first
Sundays for a special time together. For November, everyone will be going to
Gatti’s Pizza and Arcade from 6:00 to 8:00 pm. The cost is $15 and includes
buffet, drink, $10 arcade card and dessert at Froyoz.
Nathan Irwin
Director of 1st Youth
nirwin@1stchurch.org
865-982-1273

Echo Groups
There are four groups of youth now meeting as part of our new Echo Group
Studies. One meets on Sunday nights and the other three meet on Wednesdays.
For a look at the meeting schedule and to take a look at the leaders, please visit
the 1st Youth section at www.1stchurch.org or contact Nathan Irwin at
nirwin@1stchurch.org or call 982-1273 .

THE CHURCH BELL

Page 5

UMW Chrismon Project
Over the last couple of months, members of the United Methodist Women have been
working to replace the ornaments on the Chrismon
Tree at the church. These new handmade ornaments
will replenish the tattered and worn ones on the tree
and help fill other trees at the church.
Linda Richards was the chief organizer of the project.
She researched and shared the meaning of the
symbols and taught all the volunteers what types of
materials are appropriate for making the Chrismons.
This year, the Chrismon tree will be on display in
Wesley Hall where we hope people will take time to go
by and take a look as well as use it as a backdrop for
your Christmas photos.
Thanks to all the United Methodist Women for their hard work in restoring some of
the beauty to this hallowed tradition.

Advent & Christmas at 1st UMC
It’s hard to believe, but in just a few short weeks, the Advent Season begins. Things kick off with the
Contemporary Worship Christmas Special at 10:30 on December 3rd, followed by the Children’s Program that
evening at 5:00 pm.
Each Wednesday of Advent, there will be special Noonday services (followed by a light lunch) and on December
24th, all three morning services will come together for one worship service at 10:30 am.
We’ll bring you much more information about all these activities in the November 20th edition of The Church Bell
as well as online at www.1stchurch.org/Christmas.
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Welcome to 1st!

Karen & Peter Gale

Denny & Carrie LeSage

Sam Barto

Memorials & Honorariums

All church members have access to the Church
Directory on their computers, smartphones &
tablets. In order to gain access, the email
address you use to sign up must match what is
in the Instant Church Directory database.
Look for the app in the Apple and Android stores
or go to www.instantchurchdirectory.com to
access the directory. Further instructions are
available on the church website under the “Inside
1st” tab.
Please email Clayton Hensley at
chensley@1stchurch.org or call him at
982-1273 if you need assistance.

In memory of:
Sara Margaret Depew
In memory of:
Sara Margaret Depew
Pat Kerr
In memory of:
Carolyn Browne
Pat Kerr
In memory of:
Sara Margaret Depew
Pat Kerr
In memory of:
Pat Kerr
Pat Kerr
Pat Kerr
Pat Kerr
Pat Kerr
Ivanell Farber
Blanche Badgett
Blanche Badgett
Ivanell Farber

Building Fund
Given by:
Julia Johnson
Choir Fund
Given by:
Brad & Patsy Lunde
Larry & Lynn Ladd
Memorial Fund
Given by:
Garst Sunday School Class
Carolyn Yancey
Music Fund
Given by:
Practice Solutions, Inc.
Emmit & Betty Rawls
Welcome Table
Given by:
Brad & Patsy Lunde
Phil & Amy Large
Ron & Barbara Hammond
Tom & Kathy Howard
Kathy Dorner
Brad & Patsy Lunde
Brad & Patsy Lunde
Julia Johnson
Julia Johnson

Maryville First United Methodist Church
804 Montvale Station Road
Maryville, Tennessee 37803
Phone: 865-982-1273 / Fax: 865-983-5408
Change Service Requested

Come get to know your church family a little better
as we celebrate all that God has given us. Chef
Amelia and her volunteers will be cooking up the
turkey, dressing and rolls. All you need to do is
bring a side dish or dessert to share. This year,
there is no special music, but you can expect
special storytelling to be a part of this big event.
Help us get an idea of how many people are
coming by signing up online at
1stchurch.org/Thanksgiving
or calling 982-1273.
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The Alternative Gift Fair is THIS SUNDAY!
More information and a list of this year’s
vendors on page 3.
There will be a special Stewardship edition of
The Church Bell on November 6th followed by a
special holiday edition on November 20th.

ONLINE ALL THE TIME!

www.1stchurch.org

