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E 
piphany is January 6.  The word epiphany 
means manifestation. Epiphany is the day God 
and God’s saving works became manifest, or 

made known, to people outside the Jewish community. 
It is the day we celebrate God being made known to the 
first outsiders, Gentiles, the Wise Men.  They brought 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh to Jesus. Their gifts give 
us the biblical basis for the gifts that we give to each 
other during Christmas. Epiphany is the day we 
celebrate the gifts that God gives to the whole world, 
gifts that we receive. 

We have been given many gifts by God. Most of us 
have the gift of family, friends, shelter, and stability. But 
God gives us abstract gifts as well. These gifts are 
made manifest among us in our personal lives and in 
our relationship with others. Things like love, 
forgiveness, grace, peace, generosity, truth, prayer, 
mercy, fellowship.  

We know those things are out there, and we may, in 
our more aware and spiritually inspired moments, 
recognize them as gifts of God. But if you're anything 
like me, you don't spend nearly enough time noticing 
them and really dwelling on them.  

So as we begin this new year, I wanted to try 
something. I can't take credit for this idea, I saw it on 
Facebook. Star Gifts or Star Words are based on the 
idea that before they offered their own gifts, the Magi 
first receive from God the gift of the Christ child. And 
indeed this is always God's pattern: first God gives to 
us and then we respond with the gift of ourselves. 

On Sunday, January 3rd, in the 8:15 traditional service 
and the 10:30 contemporary service, each person 
received a wooden star with a word on it.   

 

 

 

I invited folks to consider how that word might to speak 
to their life in this new year. I encouraged them to put it 
in a place they see regularly: refrigerator, bathroom 
mirror, in their pocket full of change, on the corner of 
their computer screen.  

Throughout the Christmas story, we are told that Mary 
pondered things in her heart and that is what I asked 
congregants to do with their star word. Ponder it in their 
heart this year when they see it in the morning or on the 
drive to work. Look up the meaning in the dictionary. 
Find where it occurs in the Bible. See how that gift from 
God plays out in their daily life. Allow this word to speak 
to them in the particular place that they are in their life 
and in their faith. 

I have already seen people post pictures of their Star 
Words on Facebook as they begin to ponder how God 
is working in their life already this year. (Feel free to 
post them on the church Facebook page too!)  

As humans, we yearn for tangible clear signs of God's 
presence. But often we are so overwhelmed by life that 
we fail to see those signs even when they're right in 
front of us. These star words are meant to be a way to 
focus awareness of God's gifts in our lives.   

I pray that we all are able to see and feel God’s 

presence this year.  I pray that those who received Star 

Words will notice the ways that God is working through 

them via their word.  If you would like your own Star 

Word for 2016, I have extra and would love to share 

one with you.   

Rev. Sarah Slack 



Keeping the directory updated! 
 

Many of you probably took (and posted) family photos 
during the holidays.  If you would like to replace your 
photo in the church directory or are just getting us 
one, why not use one of those recent pictures?   
 
Send pictures to chensley@1stchurch.org and we’ll 
get the picture in the online directory and the next time 
it’s printed the updated picture will be there. 
 
You can also upload pictures yourself and get online 
access to the directory. 
   

Visit www.1stchurch.org/inside-1st/church-directory  
to learn more.  

The main church phone number is 865-982-1273 
*Please note that ALL staff emails now end with 

1stchurch.org unless otherwise noted. 
 
Pastors 
Catherine Nance               cnance                            ext.111 
Parker Benson                 pbenson                          ext. 106 
Sarah Slack                        sslack                           ext. 107 
 
Music 
Terry Wilson                   sacmusic                           ext. 109 
Susan Daves                    sdaves                            ext. 110 
Chris Lee                            clee                               ext. 116 
Dwain Pesterfield (organist)      DwainP602@bellsouth.net 
 
Children’s Ministries 
Denise Johns                     djohns                             ext.113 
Carmen Faircloth          ceaf26@att.net 
 
Youth Ministries 
Nathan Irwin                       nirwin                             ext.202 
 
Administrator 
Mark Blodgett                   mblodgett                        ext. 103 
 
Communications 
Clayton Hensley                 chensley                        ext.100 
 
Membership Secretary 
Jane Sanders                      jsanders                       ext. 101 
 
Welcome Table 
Amelia Geis-Scott      ameliageis@yahoo.com 
 
Technical Director 
Samuel Williams  982-1273 
 
Maintenance & Custodial Staff 
Paul Brown, Sherri Justice, Bryan Holder 982-1273 

Staff Our Church Family 
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In Memoriam: 
 

Eleanor Cochran Denton 
Joined First Church  
December 15, 1957 

 
Entered the Church Triumphant  

December 17, 2015 
 

Seth James Hall 
Joined First Church 
October 26, 1975 

 
Entered the Church Triumphant 

December 18, 2015 
 

Paul Snider 
Joined First Church 

May 21, 1978 
 

Entered the Church Triumphant 
December 20, 2015 

Welcome to the 1st UMC family! 
Katie McDaniel joined on December 20th 

 
Lucy James McDaniel was baptized on December 20th 

Parents are Ryan and Katie McDaniel 
 

Douglas Rose Baker was baptized on December 27th 
Parents are Grace and Ralston Baker 

 Doug & Virginia Hardwick are grandparents 
 

Julian Joshua Toney was baptized on December 27th 
Parents are Joshua Toney and Rachel Harvey   

 Fran & Rob Goddard are grandparents 

mailto:chensley@1stchurch.org
http://www.1stchurch.org/inside-1st/church-directory
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1st News 

Dozens of you have come to the table as part of the Covenant 
Bible Study groups offered here at 1st UMC.  This 24-week study 
takes you through the entire Bible through eight week sessions.   
  
Session 3 will be offered starting January 15th at 10:00 am.  You 
must have completed Session 1 to take part in Session 3.  Sign 
up online at www.1stchurch.org in the “Happening at 1st” section. 
 
Another Session 1 study will begin on Wednesday nights starting 
February 17th. The Covenant 1 study will be at 6:30 pm.  

During the evening presentation of the 
Chancel Choir Cantata and all three of the 
Christmas Eve worship services, a special 
offering was collected.  This year your 
generosity resulted in a collection of 
$23,000.  The money will be given to Good 
Neighbors of Blount County, an organization 
which helps lift people out of crisis situations.   
 

You can learn more about Good Neighbors at: 

www.goodneighborsbc.org. 

Christmas offering helps  
neighbors in need 

                                                           Hundreds of     
                     people came out on Christmas Eve to 
hear the “Good News” about the birth of a savior.  
The day started with a service especially designed 
for children and families.   
 
Each person attending received a small stick figure 
representing different characters in the Christmas 
story.  As the characters were mentioned, each 
person with that stick figure stood up and had a line 
to say.  The theme of the 
service was the ABC’s of 
Christmas.   
 
Later in the evening 
volunteers gathered in 
Asbury Hall to serve up a 
meal of ham, scalloped 
potatoes, and green bean 
casserole to the nearly  
two-hundred people who 
came out for The 
Welcome Table.  
 
At 7:00 and 10:00 pm, the traditional Candlelight 
and Communion Christmas Eve services drew 
hundreds more people to the Sanctuary.  Each 
service was filled with music, prayer and a special 
message for the occasion.  

Beginning with the Advent season you may have 
noticed new paraments in the Sanctuary.  These 

were all handmade by people here at 1st UMC.  A 
special thanks goes out to Mary Abbott, Patsy 

Lunde and Barbara Rogers for their help making 
them.  In the coming year, you will begin seeing 
more of them as the liturgical seasons change.  

http://www.goodneighborsbc.org
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Sunday, January 31st at 5:00 pm 

February 
28th at 5:00 pm in Wesley Hall Homosexuality and the 
Church. 

STARTING THIS MONTH 1st News 

COFFEE & CANDLELIGHT 

LEARNING ABOUT LATVIA   from Ron Werker 

Last year, the Compassion Counseling Center finally opened its doors. The 
idea for the center grew out of conversations between 1st UMC members 
and clergy.  Next month, you are invited to a special fundraiser at Vienna 
Coffee House.  The band Retrospect (featuring Brad Nance) will be 
providing the music for the event.  There will also be coffee/tea, dessert 
and a silent auction.   
 

Coffee & Candlelight 
Vienna Coffee House 
Tuesday, February 9th 

7:30 to 9:00 pm 
Tickets cost: $25 

 
For more information or to buy tickets you can visit:  

www.cccmaryville.org or call 
865-724-2325.  

Excitement was apparent at the Latvian information meeting held 
January 3rd. Eleven people interested in going on the mission trip in 
June turned out for the meeting. Attendees represented our Kuldiga 
Partnership Churches including Wears Valley UMC, Norris UMC and 
1st Church Maryville.  A representative from Middlebrook Pike UMC 
(which sponsors Jelgava UMC) also came. 
  
If you are interested in this exciting trip or have questions, contact Ron 

Werker @ 414-8912 or luvwerks@bellsouth.net.  

Our next meeting will be February 7th at 2:00 PM in room 202.  There 
will be a $500 earnest deposit due at that time.  Airline tickets will be 
purchased toward the end of February. 

http://cccmaryville.org/phone/news---events.html
mailto:luvwerks@bellsouth.net


NEW YEAR …. NEW TIMES … NEW GROUPS! 
 

New Schedule 
5:30 to 6:30 pm  - Fellowship and light dinner 

6:30 pm—Worship featuring our contemporary band, personal testimonies, and lessons based on  
the 12-step program and the Sermon on the Mount. 

7:40 pm—Share and support groups 

www.crmaryvilletn.com 

Saturday, February 13th 
Tickets $25 

1st United Methodist Church - Maryville 
 

5:30 pm  - Dinner 
6:00 pm  - Auction 
6:30 pm  - Show 

 
Performances by: Ben Young, Magician  and Bean & Bailey, Comedy Act  

Call Jan McCoy at 865-384-7307 for more information. 

New Groups 
Military Veterans 

Co-occurring Disorders 
Financial Peace 

Divorce Recovery for Men 
Divorce Recovery for Women 

Upcoming speakers and topics 
January 13th—How can you have VICTORY over your shortcomings? w/Rev. Parker Benson 
January 20th—Special guest: Dennis Kimsey 
January 27th—AMENDS w/Rev. Parker Benson 



There will be a bonfire at John Kerr’s farm on Sunday, January 10th.   
It will be from 5:00 until 7:00 pm.   

 
Resurrection 2016 is coming up January 22-24. 

 
A ski trip is in the works for later this winter.  Stay tuned for details.  

 
Contact Nathan Irwin for more information on these youth events at nirwin@1stchurch.org or call him at 982-1273. 
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Confirmation class starting soon 

Confirmation classes begin this Sunday, January 10th.  Confirmation is the process our youth 
go through to either claim for themselves the vows made at their baptism or to make the 
decision to be baptized. Confirmation is when we tell sixth graders they are no longer ‘little 
kids’ but full members of the church with responsibilities and accountability. 
 
Rev. Catherine Nance will be leading the classes which run through March 6th.  
They will be in two parts. The Sunday School hour (9:15 – 10:15) will be a time of Bible study; 
Sunday nights  from 5:00 – 6:00 will be a time for theological learning and articulating what it 
means to be a disciple. Snack supper with the youth group will be from 6:00 – 6:30.  
 
Confirmation Sunday is March 6. There will be an evening service just for our 
Confirmation Class at 6:00 with a dinner to follow. This was a very special event last year with 
the youth choir providing the worship music. 

 
If you have any questions please contact Rev. Catherine Nance at 982-1273 or  

email her at cnance@1stchurch.org . 

News 

Dear Congregation,  

Below is the update about a family 1st UMC last hosted. It was written December 18 by the 
Family Promise Case Manager and is a moving reminder of why we are part of this mission.  

This week, Heaven came down to earth. Literally.  

At a little after 9 AM last Saturday morning, one of our mommas in the Family Promise 
program gave birth to a darling little girl....and her name is Heaven.  

Heaven had a bit of a rough road getting here. Mom and her three other children had been 
living with various family members for a long time. Without regular child care, Mom couldn't hold a job for long, which caused 
a lot of housing problems. When this precious family came to Family Promise, Mom also hadn't had any prenatal care. Mom 
was diagnosed with preeclampsia and we found out that Heaven was breech. She joined our world 4 weeks early.  

She could have been born without any place at all to call home. She could have been born without any support, without 
anyone to tell her Momma that "You can do this! We believe in you! We're here to help you!" She might not have been born 
at all.  

But our God had different plans....over two thousand years ago AND today. Centuries ago, our Savior was born and placed 
in a manger because there was no room at the inn. Today, Heaven was born and will have a safe place to not only live but 
also THRIVE because of our wonderful host and support churches.  

Thanks to YOUR support, this family was welcomed with open arms into Family Promise of Blount County. And because of 
that...because of YOU...little baby Heaven will have a place to lay her head during this Christmas season and beyond. She 
will have meaning...have hope...have purpose. She is blessed. 

 Because our Savior brought heaven to earth and our hearts all those many years ago, we are celebrating the baby Heaven 
that joined us here on Earth this week. And our hearts are rejoicing.  

Thank you everyone for your service. No doubt the warmth of the Christmas season continues to glow in your hearts. The 

next time 1st UMC hosts will be February 28 March 6. I'll see you then.  

Mavis Ziegler, 1st UMC Family Promise Coordinator  



Memorials & Honorariums 

 
 
 
Sundays 
* 7:35 am    Morning Glory Chorus, 249 
* 8:15 am   Traditional Worship, Sanctuary 
* 9:15 am   Sunday School (Various classrooms)   
*10:30 am  Traditional Worship, Sanctuary 
*10:30 am  Contemporary Worship, Asbury Hall 
*  4:30 pm  Youth Hanbdbells, 252 
*  5:00 pm  Confirmation Class, 202 
*  5:10 pm  Celebration Singers, 249 
*  5:15 pm  Evensong Handbells, 252 
 January 10th 
     4:00 pm Outreach Committee Meeting, 254 
 

Mondays 
*3:30 pm   Primary Praise Singers (K-1st) 
                 (No rehearsal on January 18th) 
*3:30 pm   Merrymakers (2nd - 3rd) 
                  (No rehearsal on January 18th) 
*3:30 pm   Joy Singers (4th -6th) 
                 (No rehearsal on January 18th) 
 January 11th 
    10:00 am United Methodist Women, Circle 2, 254 
    11:30 am Men’s Connection, Asbury Place Bistro 
 January 18th 
     Office closed in observance of MLK,Jr. Holiday 
      

Tuesdays 
*10:00 am  “Armor of God” Bible Study  
                   with Bonnie VanPelt, 152 
 * 7:00 pm   Pickleball, Asbury Hall 
January 19th 
  6:00 pm Finance Committee, 202 
 

Wednesdays 
*5:30 pm   Celebrate Recovery Light Meal, Asbury Hall 
*6:30 pm   Celebrate Recovery Worship, Asbury Hall 
*7:40 pm   Celebrate Recovery Share Groups (various rooms) 
 
*7:30 pm   Chancel Choir, 249 
 

Thursdays 
*5:00 pm   Welcome Table, Asbury Hall 
January 14th 
     7:00 pm Trustees Meeting, 202 
 

Fridays 
January 15th 
    The GATE Dance, Asbury Hall 
 
 

*denotes an event that happens each week 
 

The Happening at 1st calendar and other information is 
available at www.1stchurch.org.  

 
 

Happening at 
 

Children’s Department 
In memory of:    Given by: 
Jean Blazer  Tommy & Betty Wilson 
 

Church Office Expenses 
In memory of:    Given by: 
Jean Blazer  Jerry & Lin Reichelt 

 
Habitat Build 

In memory of:   Given by: 
Jean Blazer  John & Lynda Cock 
 

Handbell Fund 
In honor of:    Given by: 
Susan Daves  Gene & Frances Lovell 
 

Memorial Fund 
In memory of:    Given by: 
Eleanor Denton  Herbert & Violet Davis 
Eleanor Denton  Shields Sunday School Class 
Eleanor Denton  A.B. & Eula Gray Goddard 
Eleanor Denton  Hope Lewis 
Jim Hall   Garst Sunday School Class 
Jim Hall   Bob & Peg Haresnape 
 
In honor of:    Given by: 
Lucy James McDaniel Phyllis & Jim Borden 
 

Orchestra Fund 
In honor of:    Given by: 
Terry Wilson  Gene & Frances Lovell 
 

Recovery Fund 
In memory of:    Given by: 
Mike Flynn  Larry & Lynn Ladd 
Steve & Sandra Monroe   Dallas, Amber & Ada Monroe 
 

Welcome Table 
In honor of:    Given by: 
Amelia Geis-Scott Moe & Suzanne Click 

 
In memory of:    Given by: 
Jean Blazer  Ivanell Farber 
Sam Johnson  Tim & Patricia Badgett 
Steve Dorner  Mike & Ibby Davis 
Jean Blazer  Mike & Ibby Davis 
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Do you have a prayer request you want to share 
with the ministers of 1st UMC?  If so, you can send 
them online.  Just go to www.1stchurch.org, click on 
“Grow with 1st” and you’ll see the spot to “click” for 
prayer requests.  

http://www.1stchurch.org/
http://1stchurch.org/grow-with-1st


Maryville First United Methodist Church 
804 Montvale Station Road 

Maryville, Tennessee   37803 
Phone:  865-982-1273 / Fax:  865-983-5408 

Change Service Requested 

US POSTAGE 
PAID 

MARYVILLE TN 
PERMIT NO. 113 

NON-PROFIT ORG 

www.1stchurch.org 

ONLINE ALL THE TIME! 

www.1stchurchevents.org 


