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“The Bible: A Life-changing Habit”
Bible reading is more than a pleasant pastime, it can become a daily habit that will change your life! In my
preparation to read through the Bible this year, I came across this tidbit in the introductory notes of my
study Bible. It speaks of the completeness, authority, and sufficiency of the Bible. I trust it will encourage
and challenge you, like it did me, to see the importance of the Bible in our daily lives.
The Bible:
This book contains: the mind of God, the state of man, the way of salvation, the doom of sinners, and
the happiness of believers.
Its doctrine is holy, its precepts are binding, its histories are true, and its decisions are immutable.
Read it to be wise, believe it to be saved, and practice it to be holy.
It contains light to direct you, food to support you, and comfort to cheer you. It is the traveler’s map, the
pilgrim’s staff, the pilot’s compass, the soldier’s sword, and the Christian’s charter.
Here heaven is open and the gates of hell are disclosed.
Christ is the grand subject, our good its design, and the glory of God its end.
It should fill the memory, rule the heart, and guide the feet.
Read it slowly, frequently, prayerfully. It is a mine of wealth, health to the soul, and a river of pleasure.
It is given to you here in this life, will be opened at the judgement, and is established forever.
It involves the highest responsibility, will reward the greatest labor, and condemn all who trifle with its
contents.
“For this cause also thank we God without ceasing, because, when ye received the word of God
which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God,
which effectually worketh also in you that believe.” (1 Thessalonians 2:13)
Yours for reading through the Bible this year,

Pastor

Ever wonder what would happen if we treated our Bible like we treat our cell phone?









What if we carried it around in our purses or pockets?
What if we flipped though it several times a day?
What if we turned back to go get it if we forgot it?
What if we used it to receive messages from the text?
What if we treated it like we couldn’t live without it?
What if we gave it to Kids as a gift?
What if we used it when we traveled?
What if we used it in case of an emergency?
This is something to make you go . . . .Hmmm . . . . where is my Bible?
Oh, and one more thing— Unlike our cell phone, we don’t have to worry about our Bible
being disconnected because Jesus already paid the bill!
And no dropped calls!!
Makes you stop and think ‘where are my priorities?

A number of helpful resources are
available at the visitor center to
assist you in reading through the
Bible in ‘2018’.

NEW THINGS HAPPENING AT FBC
NEW MINISTRY—HELPING HANDS
Thank you to Sandy Rolan and Lana Chambers for fulfilling the need and for starting this ministry.
These ladies will coordinate social functions at Friendship Baptist Church.
Please keep them informed if you plan an event.
NEW MEMBERS’ DISCOVERY CLASS
If you are interested in joining Friendship, or just have questions about who we are as a church, we invite
you to attend the upcoming Discovery Class. Please see Pastor Klass if you wish to attend.
ANOTHER NEW YEAR—HAPPY BIRTHDAY FBC!
Did you know Friendship Baptist Church had our first service on January 12, 1986? We have served the
Prickly Pear Valley for 32 years. Praise God for his faithfulness!
NEWLY BAPTISED—A STEP OF FAITH!
Congratulations to three of our FBC children, who in obedience to God’s word, were baptized in 2017—
Casey Davis in October, and Layne Munden and Lilli Munden in December. Please encourage these
children as they continue their Christian walk with the Lord throughout this new year.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 21ST WILL BE AN EXCITING DAY!
VISION SUNDAY
Worship with us this Sunday as Pastor Klass “casts a vision” for Friendship and her ministries for 2018
and beyond! After a time of spiritual evaluation and heart preparation, the members of FBC will participate in the Lord’s Supper together.
SANCTITY OF LIFE SUNDAY
Every human life, no matter the life stage or circumstances, has precious value and is deserving of our
support and care. Preborn babies are fully human, created in the image of God. Let us join together to
recognize the importance of this issue and seek guidance from the Lord, how to be involved.
2018 PLANNING MEETING - after church services
Ministry leaders and staff will gather to plan the 2018 calendar and FBC ministry opportunities.
A meal will be provided.
FRIENDSHIP GROUPS
The New Year is an excellent time to check out one of these groups. These are small groups of FBC attendees
who gather together to grow in their relationships with each other and the Lord. Contact one of the four leaders
for the time and place—Chuck Abbitt, Shane Pegram, John Polly, or Glenn Rosenbaum.
ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING NEWS
The following trustees were re-elected for another term at our meeting December 17, 2017 meeting: Bryan Andersen, Bill Summers, and Rick Starkel. Two new trustees were elected: Chris Rolan and Larry Chambers.
Deacons re-elected were Jon Polly, and Glenn Rosenbaum. Dave Maser was elected as a new Deacon. Randy
Munden was re-elected Treasurer and Evaleen Starkel as Financial Secretary and Church Clerk. The 2018 budget was adopted as presented, copies will soon be available on the bulletin board.
NOTE of APPRECIATION: A heartfelt Thank You to Shane Pegram, former Deacon and Chuck Abbitt,
former Trustee for your years of dedicated and dependable service.
2018 CHURCH DIRECTORY & PRAYER JOURNALS Are in production and should be available soon.
Please sign up if you would like to have a journal. There is no charge; however, we only produce as many as are
ordered . If you’ve had a change of address or phone, please write it on the copy of last year’s directory at the
visitor center.
2017 GIVING STATEMENTS will be provided around the end of January. Please review the statements carefully and contact the church office if you have any questions or concerns.
HOUSEKEEPING ITEMS
 Prayer requests should be emailed or called in to Julie Bury by Thursday of each week for our church-wide
prayer list. Contact Julie at jbury2011@hotmail.com or 495-9878.
 If you aren’t getting the Friendship prayer requests or church updates by email, please let Pastor or the
church office know. We will not spam you with worthless emails; we just want you to receive pertinent info
to the ministry of FBC.

JANUARY WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
Ron & Kris Zelenka (1/2)
Chris & Andrea Weathers (1/4)
Erik & Christy Anspach (1/5)

DECEMBER STATS
Average Sunday Morning Service Attendance: 126
Average Sunday Morning Service Attendance
January thru December: 113
General Fund to date: $169,492 (2017 year end)
Budgeted:
$150,000
Faith Promise Missions (after 30 weeks)
Giving to date: $ 49,432
Budgeted:
$ 48,874
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