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A NOTE from Pastor Matt
Dear Friends in Christ,
One of my favorite post-resurrection stories is The Walk to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-35). I love the elements of
mystery, surprise, and joy that are woven so beautifully in the passage: two grieving disciples, a stranger
who knows the Scriptures; the Aha! moment at the dinner table; and the race back to Jerusalem to share
the news of their encounter with Jesus. I also really like the notion of Jesus as a sort of practical joker:
instead of coming up and greeting the two disciples, Jesus waits to spring the surprise on them—how great
is that? But surprises aside, the Emmaus story reveals the character of our Risen Lord and shows us
examples of how we can experience him.
Rev. Dr. Matt Paul is the
senior pastor at St. Andrew

The story demonstrates how Jesus actively seeks out the lost. In their grief and disappointment, Cleopas
and his friend are heading in the wrong direction! Through the sharing of the Scriptures, his compassionate
presence, and the breaking of bread, Jesus makes sure these sheep are lost no more. Like the Good
Shepherd that he is, Jesus pursues two lost sheep to bring them back into the fold.

The Emmaus story also shows us how we can experience Jesus in the here and now. First of all, we see the disciples remaining in
fellowship with one another. Although Cleopas and his friend are downtrodden at having seen Jesus suffer and die on the cross, they
still have one another for support. It is within this context of community that Jesus appears, just as he promises in Matthew 18:20: For
where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.
The combination of word and sacrament is also key to their experiencing Jesus. As Jesus reveals the Scriptures to them, explaining
about how the Messiah must suffer and die before entering into his glory, their hearts begin to come alive once again. The savior who
seeks the lost makes himself known to us each time we explore his word. At the table, Jesus is present with them just as he was a few
nights earlier when he commanded: Do this in remembrance of me.
Finally, what brings everything together is the hospitality Cleopas and the friend extend to the stranger in their midst. This is the very
compassionate act Jesus describes in the Parable of the Sheep and the Goats: for I was hungry and you gave me food. Or as the
author of Hebrews instructs, Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels without
knowing it (Hebrews 13:2).
The story of the resurrection of Jesus is still being told (and experienced) today. Jesus is still meeting people on the road, bringing them
home, and building the body of Christ. So, remain steadfast in fellowship, earnest in God’s word, faithful at the table, and open-hearted
in extending hospitality. Jesus is just waiting to surprise unsuspecting folks like you and me that we might experience him.
Godspeed,

March 22, 2017 Session Highlights




Session received an update on the Next Chapter process:
approximately 100 people have participated in Next Chapter
discussions and around 75 recipes have been submitted to
date.
The Ad Hoc Wedding Policy Team presented drafts of a
statement of inclusion, wedding policy, and accompanying
cover letter for session input. Session voted to create a
wedding policy in accordance with (or in the spirit) of The
Book of Order as well as a statement of inclusion to
represent St. Andrew’s core values, our commitment to
welcome and hospitality, our desire to honor our tradition of
theological diversity, and our emphasis on being a
community united in Christ. The motion was approved by a





vote of 13-2.
Personnel Team presented Pastor Matt’s quarterly
evaluation for feedback.
Deb Fick, Marylu Watkins, and Bruce Walker were
appointed to the Gifts & Memorials Team.
Session discussed the “Immigrants and Refugees
Welcome” banner. There was a discussion over when the
pastors would need to bring such a decoration to Session’s
attention. In this case, because of the size of the banner,
because it was hung outside the church and because of the
political import, Session should have been consulted.
Session approved a motion to leave the banner in place.
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St. Andrew Community
Vacation Bible School 2017
Have you ever been in a new place, like a new
school, a new town, or a new situation? You're not
alone! Join us as we learn about people who found
themselves in surprising places, and how God was
with them on their journey. Some people landed in
really weird places like the belly of a fish, a lions' den,
or a fiery furnace. Other people were doing normal
things like moving to a new place with their family, or
just doing their chores. Wherever they were, God
was in that place with them! Join us June 12-16 for a week of learning, singing, playing,
and growing in our faith. Registration forms for children and leaders are now available by
clicking the links, online, or at the North Campus.

A Call to Become
an Impact Person!

People of all ages are invited to our first
Meet-Up of the spring. We will be at Wickiup Hill
Nature Center from 1:00 to 4:00 pm on Sunday,
May 7. The center has wetlands, woodlands, and
prairies on six miles of trails, with bird and wildlife
observation areas. A trail to the wetland area is
accessible for wheelchairs and strollers. Not an
outdoor person? No problem! Inside exhibits feature
life-sized Native American displays, artifacts, and
habitat dioramas. This event is coordinated by the
Family Ministry Team at St. Andrew. Refreshments will
be served inside the center. See more at http://www.mycountyparks.com/county/linn/
Park/Wickiup-Hill-Learning-Center.aspx#sthash.W3z2HMtF.dpuf.

Are you excited about the possibilities of
ministry and mission at our new Camp
Cardinal home? Are you anticipating the
new friends and guests we will welcome?
Well then, you are probably aware that
one of the key ministries at Camp
Cardinal will be helping people, old and
new alike, feel welcome and at home at
the new St. Andrew. Come September we
will need a strong team of Welcome
Center ambassadors, greeters, and
ushers to serve our congregation. The
Hospitality, Welcome, and Connection
Team invites you to a special time of one
-on-one orientation and training in the
divine arts(!) of greeting and welcoming
people on Sunday mornings. We will be
training interested/curious individuals on
the Sunday mornings (8:30 or 11:00
am worship service) of May 21, June 18,
and July 16. If you are interested, just
send a note to Pastor Kyle
at kotterbein@saintandrew-ic.org!

Help our Summer Guatemala Team!

Grad Party!

Meet Up at Wickiup Hill, May 7

The second wave of missionaries from St. Andrew to Guatemala for 2017 will flow July 8
-15. The team is still in need of funds to make the trip and is holding a social
gathering/fundraiser at the North Campus (2251 1st Avenue in Coralville) on Sunday,
May 21 at 12:15. In hopes that the weather is good, the food will be grilled, and the kids
will be able to play on the lawn. Please plan on attending and prayerfully consider what
you may be able to contribute. For more information, contact Becky Benson at
rebeccajbenson@gmail.com.

MobilePack 2017
The Iowa City MobilePack is back for the fifth year in a row! It
will happen at the Johnson County Fairgrounds on Friday, June
9 and Saturday, June 10. Our own Jan Waterhouse is part of
the 2017 planning team, so please feel free to contact her at
jan.waterhouse@hotmail.com with any questions about this
year’s event.

Sunday, May 28
3:00-6:00 pm
St. Andrew Presbyterian Church
2251 1st Avenue, Coralville
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Meet the Leadership
Having served as an elder before, I appreciate the responsibility of that role in our church life, and at this
time and place in the life of our congregation, I believe that with prayer, my presence on
session might be of some value. There was a sense of somberness in accepting the nomination, as we
have challenges ahead, but also excitement about the possibilities of how our congregation can continue
to joyfully worship God and share the Good News of Christ locally and far beyond with the added
resources present in the new building and the dedication and vision of my brothers and sisters at St.
Andrew. I strongly believe that each member is indeed a minister. I am thankful to be a sibling with such
wonderful brothers and sisters in Christ.
St. Andrew’s youth programs have prepared so many young people to go and serve, and I hope we carry
that history into our new physical home. I believe that my occupation as a social worker and years of living
abroad have given me eyes and ears to better see and hear the essence of what God has asked us to do.
I am the beneficiary of the gifts of so many diverse people, through my parents, through my work, through
Elder Margaret Heidger
St. Andrew, and especially family and friends. Each has challenged me to listen, put my own biases aside,
and try to understand. As Virginia Spalding so aptly reminded us of Christ’s commandment in John 13:34: A new command I give
you: Love one another as I have loved you, so you must love one another.
I grew up in Buffalo, NY in a family of educators, the youngest of three children. My home church growing up was the Lutheran
Church, Missouri Synod. I attended Valparaiso University knowing that I wanted to be a social worker. My summers, while in college,
were spent at a summer camp outside of Buffalo, on Lake Erie, called Cradle Beach. Its purpose was to provide two weeks (four
sessions) of fun by the lake shore for children with disabilities and those from impoverished inner city environments. I was married
within a month after college graduation, and within two months left for Sapporo, Japan with the Lutheran Church to participate in the
POPV (Prince of Peace Volunteer) program. We spent 2 1/2 years in Sapporo and 2 1/2 years in Tokyo where I received so much
more than I ever gave. My son, Clint, was born in Tokyo, and my daughter, Laura, was born in Iowa City. I was divorced when
my children were in elementary school. I worked as a social worker at UIHC for over 30 years, and my life at St. Andrew of over 30
years brought me to Paul — what a blessing.
Each turn down a different road has challenged and broadened me. Each turn has given me a new gift of awareness, and I hope, of
understanding. And each turn has nurtured my faith. For those reading this, my life, though with different specific events, is a
journey we all take--one of growth. It is my hope that my journey, having received many gifts, having made many mistakes, and
having received ongoing forgiveness, gives me the humility and some wisdom to serve.

Eight years ago I was incredibly blessed when Heather Woodin and Kristen DeGrazia offered me the
opportunity to teach the Sunday School Butterfly Class of four-year-olds. When I got home, grinning
ear to ear, my dad offered me congratulations saying that this makes me the fourth generation of
Wietings to teach Sunday School. My mother, always the helpful pragmatist in the family, responded
to my enthusiasm by asking whether Heather and Kristen knew that I had zero experience in this
domain – I just smiled knowing that if I lead with my heart and love of children, God would take care of
the rest. And, he has.
Blessings have continued to come with each passing year in being part of the St. Andrew family. Two
years ago I was asked to become a Deacon. There were certainly doubts of my capability – would I be
able to find the right words for caring, comfort, and support? Sure enough, by continuing to count on
my heart and my faith, God has provided me the words when I write letters to those going through a
difficult time or cannot come to worship regularly. This, too, proudly follows a Wieting family tradition of
Deacon Karen Wieting
letter writing, which allows me to connect with the legacy of my family while also helping my St. Andrew
family however I can. My participation also extends professionally as I am the St. Andrew Ministry Assistant, a role that allows me to
support the wonderful programming that is integral to so many of us really each and every day. For both physical and spiritual renewal
I enjoy long walks, especially along the Iowa River. I am an avid reader of mysteries and pretty nutty fan of Hawkeye sports –
particularly wrestling. Looking back over these last eight years it is remarkable what can happen when you allow yourself to be led by
your heart and faith – God, as we well know, can do amazing things with those of us who ask for his guidance.
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Caring Ministries
Stephen Ministry
by Mary Beth Ross
Celebrating on Sunday in
worship, we are sent out to be
disciples of Christ, showing the
love of the Lord to all. Our daily
work may seem far from our vision
of hol i nes s , y et we are
challenged to integrate our faith
through a spiritual transformation
of our daily lives. How does that
look for young parents with two
careers, a single parent trying to
make ends meet without a partner, a retired widow/er grieving and
needing to reframe their life, or a long time married couple dealing
with severe chronic illness?
It helps to have practical guidance when we consider our
relationships with our friends and neighbors. The purpose of
Stephen Ministry Continuing Education is to increase our
awareness, learn practical information, and prepare us for the
potential next steps to walk alongside a neighbor, friend, or care
receiver on a challenging journey. We offer opportunities to learn
together each third Thursday of the month from 7:00-8:00 pm at the
Heidger House. Anyone in our congregation is welcome to attend.
Active or past Stephen Ministers continue to use their training in
daily relationships with their family, friends, neighbors, and
co-workers. Current Active Stephen Ministers continue their training
monthly and are supervised to maintain ongoing
confidentiality as a highest priority.
We have been joining the congregation in praying over and
discussing what the Next Chapter will be. In April, we plan to review
the Next Chapter directions of our congregation focusing on the
Stephen Ministry program within our congregation. Future topics
being considered include focus on adjustments of young
families, employment challenges, and marital issues. We will also
further discuss a proposed Next Chapter recipe to provide a short
course on the basics of providing distinctly Christian
caregiving, open to the congregation and community. We
appreciate your prayers and input as we seek God’s guidance in
this Next Chapter of our ministry.
If you know of someone who might be interested in having a trained
lay Christian caregiver walk alongside them please
contact one of the pastors or the Stephen Ministry referral
coordinators, Graham Dameron (graham3076@gmail.com) or Mary
Beth Ross ( iawoodsunrise@gmail.com).

Praying With Scripture
by Jenny Pigge
One of my greatest sin-struggles has always been my
worries -- worries about my abilities, my interactions with
others, my decisions, and my future. Not only do my worries
drag me down and prevent me from experiencing the
present, they also form a barrier to receiving the full freedom
a relationship with Christ offers. If I worry that I am not
enough or too much, I am saying “I do not trust that I was not
made purposefully and without mistake.” If I worry about my
decisions or my future, I am saying “I do not trust in your will
for me.”
I turned to prayer to address this struggle. “Lord, please free
me from myself. I pray for your peace. Take my worries from
me.” “Father, please help me to trust in the truth of who I am
in you.” “God, please reveal your will to me. Help me to trust
in you.” While these prayers may have provided momentary
peace for me, I did not feel they were touching my daily
living.
It was around this time that I added journaling to my
devotions or scripture reading. I found myself writing down
parts of verses that stuck out to me. I then found myself
turning my notes into prayers, such as:
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to
you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled
and do not be afraid. John 14:27
My prayer: “Give me your peace. You do not give as the
world does, so give me the strength to keep my mind above
the worries of the world. Do not let my heart be troubled.”
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members
of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful.
Colossians 3:15
My prayer: “Let the peace of Christ rule in my heart, since
you have called me to peace. You have called me to live
above the worries that try so hard to drag me down. Help me
to live into your freedom. Thank you Lord!”
Modeling my prayers after scripture has proven to be a
powerful force in my life. The power of scripture can be
connected to the power of prayer. The joy and freedom
found in scripture led me to find joy and freedom through
prayer.
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Cover Story
As we watch the structure taking form on Gathering Place Lane, we thought it would be fun to get to know the
people who make up our Camp Cardinal Building Team (CCBT); to learn more about them personally and how God is working in their
lives through this ministry. We contacted each member and asked them to tell us a little bit about themselves and their call to the
CCBT. Below and on the next page are responses we received. We have also posted the pictures and names of the members who did
not get a chance to respond. We thank God for the dedication of this team!

Jack Prall

Toni Van Voorhis

I spent my career with
Procter and Gamble in
Cincinnati, beginning
after Engineering
School at Georgia
Tech in 1959. I was
Chief Engineer of the
manufacturing plants
in the company's Food
and
Beverage
Sector. I retired in
1996, and Nancy and
I moved to Iowa City in
2008.

My husband and I have lived in Iowa City and been
members of St. Andrew for the past 27 years. I obtained
a degree in architecture from Iowa State and, through
the years, have worked as an architect, been a stay-athome mom/volunteer, and a para-educator in the
Iowa City Community School District (ICCSD).

I co-chaired the Road
Map Team which
began in 2010 and
finished in 2013. I currently chair the New Organ Committee,
which began in 2014. After joining session in 2015, I felt my
professional skills and interests were a calling for
service on the CCBT. I have done that since that time.
I believe skills, interests and faith all blend together for service
on CCBT. The CCBT is an incredibly diverse group of
professional backgrounds, church experiences, and
intensity. It has been hard work, demanding, and involving a
lot of time, but the end result will be so satisfying to all of us.

I was a session member when St. Andrew received the
purchase offer on the Melrose property in late 2007.
Shortly thereafter, Pastor Mark Martin asked me to be a
member of the Expansion Timeline Team, which was re
-constituted into the Roadmap Team, then once again
re-organized as the Building Team. So, with the
exception of a one-year hiatus, I have been involved in
this project for nearly 10 years. I agreed to serve on the
building team because I felt that I had a good
understanding of our project and felt that having one
person with nearly continuous involvement with the
project would be helpful.
During my time at St. Andrew, members have always
endeavored to extend the reach of the Lord more
deeply into our community and beyond. I have faith
that the new church will help us to do that to a much
greater extent than would have been possible at our
Melrose campus, which served us well for over a half
century. I’m extremely excited for that day when
programming and worship services are up and running
in the new church. At that point, we can shift the
energy that has been expended on the project into
extending further
the hand of Christ
to our brothers and
sisters locally and
around the globe.
Please know that
the building team
continually seeks
God’s guidance as
we strive to make
thoughtful,
well-reasoned
decisions. If you
ever have questions
or concerns about
the new church building, please contact one of us.
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What should be done then, my friends? When you come together, each one has a hymn, a
lesson, a revelation, a tongue, or an interpretation. Let all things be done for building up.
1 Corinthians 14:26

John Roffman
I grew up on a farm in northeast Iowa and moved to Iowa City to attend the University of
Iowa. I have lived here ever since except for the time I served in the U.S. Army. When I
returned, I started investing in real estate, and in 1974, started my construction
company. If you like what you do it's not really work, so I don't consider my occupation
work.
This is my third building project at St. Andrew. I've been around building construction
since I was 12 and figure I have a lot of experience.
Faith in God, the project, and others is what sustains me. I feel that helping CCBT to the
best of my abilities is what I need to do to keep going forward.
The building process may seem long, but in the life of the church, it's like a speck in
time. Getting it right to the best of our ability is paramount.

Dennis Whited
Kate and I have been members of St. Andrew for over 20 years. We have four married
children, and all of them enjoyed the youth program at our church many years ago. I am a
registered professional civil engineer and recently retired from Terracon Consultants after
a 33 year career.
I was glad to join the CCBT because I knew there would be many challenges in developing
this property. I thought this would be an interesting opportunity to serve and give
something back to our church. I am certainly looking forward to the completion of the new
building so St Andrew can further its mission in our community.

Other CCBT
Members:
Gene Dierking
Dave DeGroot
Walter Sparks
Laura Frey Law
To be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love, serving as Christ served.
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Mission, Outreach, & Service
A Visit to L’Arche Clinton: An AIM Initiative
“I got a blue ribbon! I did my best! I’m so happy!” Becky, a
petite forty-something woman with short brown hair, eye glasses
with tiny sparkling butterflies design on the sides, and who has
Down syndrome, exuberantly raised her palms in the air for a
double high five. Happy to comply, I joined my hands to hers.
Never had I seen such a joyful, radiant smile or someone so
alive with energy. She, with four others in the house, Arche 2,
had competed in the Special Olympics and Becky, along with the
others, showed us not only several ribbons, but also shiny gold
medals all of which hung from around their necks.
What is most important in life? To love and to be loved. The
L'Arche Clinton community provides homes where people with
[core members] and without intellectual disabilities [assistants]
live and work together
as
peers,
create
inclusive communities
of faith and friendship,
and transform society
through relationships
that
cross
social
boundaries.*
As an AIM (Access &
Inclusive
Mission)
initiative, I asked Ken
and Ginni Gibson if
they could provide
transportation
to
Clinton, IA, to visit the L’Arche home. They graciously agreed,
and we left after the first worship service at St. Andrew on Palm
Sunday. The first L’Arche Clinton house was donated back in the
1970’s for a period of 40 years by a local Presbyterian church.
We had a very enjoyable visit, first, with a tour of the L’Arche
house which included seeing a small black dog quietly lying in its
bed on the floor of the living
room. We had a delicious
lunch of soup, sandwiches,
and fruit, seated around a
dining table. Before eating we
held hands in prayer, with
Leonardo da Vinci’s The Last
Supper classic painting on the
wall. Lively conversation
during the meal involved
everyone.

by Marcia A. Murphy

L’Arche, said, “Our community life is beautiful and intense, a
source of life for everyone. People with a disability experience a
real transformation and discover confidence in themselves; they
discover their capacity to make choices and also find a certain
liberty (and above all their dignity) as human beings." As Paul
wrote in his first letter to the Corinthian church, …those parts of
the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, and the
parts that we think are less honorable we treat with special
honor. 1 Corinthians 12:22-23a (NIV)
Vanier continued, “L'Arche is a way of life, but it's also a model of
care that is unique. In our community...people with intellectual
disabilities are at the heart of L'Arche. They're not clients,
patients, or recipients of services, but rather they are friends,
teachers,
and
companion….A divided
society is mended
through
inclusivity;
where people with
many
differences–
social-economic status,
race, religion, and
intellectual capacity–
live and work together.”
For ways to help or to
see their ‘Wish List’ to
donate items, visit
http://
www.larcheclinton.org/. There is also an opening for a new core
member. Please contact Devin Land at communityleader.larcheclinton@gmail.com.
To read Marcia’s full article, go to www.hopeforrecovery.com/avisit-to-larche-clinton-an-aim-initiative/ .

Jean Vanier 1928--Founder of
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Financials
March 2017 General Fund Income & Expenses
March 2017

Current Period

PLEDGES & IDENTIFIED GIFT

Year to Date

Annual Budget

Annual Budget
Percentage

Annual Budget
Difference

$81,306.16

$211,924.20

$867,290.00

24.44%

-$655,365.80

30.00

30.00

0.00

0.00%

30.00

266.68

850.19

0.00

0.00%

850.19

81,602.84

212,804.39

867,290.00

24.54%

-654,485.61

$0.00

$0.00

$5,500.00

0.00%

-$5,500.00

BUILDING

3,693.44

15,189.57

69,365.00

21.90%

-54,175.43

UTILITIES

532.96

1,788.87

27,025.00

6.62%

-25,236.13

EQUIPMENT, F & F

0.00

107.00

400.00

26.75%

-293.00

VEHICLES

0.00

363.15

3,702.00

9.81%

-3,338.85

CHILDREN'S & FAMILY MIN

484.19

1,341.05

11,875.00

11.29%

-10,533.95

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

169.99

680.87

2,100.00

32.42%

-1,419.13

MINISTRIES & MEMBERSHIP

385.38

1,320.93

6,500.00

20.32%

-5,179.07

13,995.40

32,352.41

121,421.00

26.64%

-89,068.59

MUSIC

427.51

1,494.75

10,555.00

14.16%

-9,060.25

OFFICE EXPENSE

984.11

4,211.06

21,500.00

19.59%

-17,288.94

OPERATING EXPENSES

317.72

1,552.45

6,921.00

22.43%

-5,368.55

WORSHIP

31.48

1,995.32

3,126.00

63.83%

-1,130.68

YOUTH MINISTRIES

53.31

1,264.91

14,900.00

8.49%

-13,635.09

PERSONNEL

46,065.29

137,835.11

562,401.00

24.51%

-424,565.89

TOTAL EXPENSES

67,140.78

201,497.45

867,291.00

23.23%

-665,793.55

$14,462.06

$11,306.94

-$1.00

FACILITIES/OFFICE INCOME
INVESTMENT INCOME
TOTAL INCOME

EXPENSES
LAND

MISSION

EXCESS INCOME\EXPENSES

Stewardship Pledges
Thank
you
to
everyone who has
already turned in a
pledge. For those of you
who have not yet had
chance to do so, there’s
still time! If you can’t
find the pledge card that
was mailed to you, you
can pick one up in the
church office.

Per Capita
Per capita funding is how
Presbyterians mutually share the costs of
coming together to discern the Spirit’s
leading for the future. The total per capita
amount for 2017 is $36. The
breakdown is as follows: $23.20
Presbytery; $7.50 General Assembly;
$5.30 Synod. Please remit $36 for
every confirmed member in your
family. Thank you!

Synod
15%
General
Assembly
21%

Presbytery of
East Iowa
64%
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New Members
Thomas Hartley
Prior to attending St. Andrew I was a member at First Presbyterian Church in Fort Dodge, Iowa where
my parents were married, I was baptized, I was confirmed, and both of my younger sisters (ages 17 &
14) were confirmed. My dad is an elementary principal, and my mom is a high school business teacher.
I am currently a sophomore at the University of Iowa and am majoring in elementary education. I would
like to teach 2nd or 3rd grade before eventually becoming an elementary principal. In the future I hope to
teach or work as a principal in Iowa City.
I have also been hired as a resident assistant for the 2017-2018 school year. In my spare time I enjoy
coaching and refereeing youth sports for all ages, and playing golf anywhere, anytime, and with anyone!
The thing that most excited me about St. Andrew was the sense of home I have come to feel here. When I was just a little guy I would
come to Iowa City for Hawkeye football games with my dad and my uncle. Every Saturday we would walk by the old St. Andrew site,
and I always had this church in the back of my mind. When I was admitted to the U of I, I knew that St. Andrew was the church for me.
From the very first Sunday I attended it was the people that sold me on this congregation. I’ll never forget hearing Heather Woodin’s
Time for Young Disciples and how much she reminded me of my own Christian Ed director, or the conversation I have with Jim
Woodin every week, or Pastor Kyle always stopping by to say hello. This church is so much like my own back home, and I love it here.
I think what finally helped me decide to become an affiliate member of St. Andrew was an experience with one of the members, Ruth
Dane. About a month and a half ago, I was struggling. I was an engineering major. I did not see myself spending the rest of my life at
a desk doing that kind of work. I prayed, “I need help to figure out where my life was going.” Now, I work five days a week with kids of
all ages. With both my parents being educators, I had an idea of what it would be like, but one Sunday I got the push I needed to
change majors. I was sitting next to Ruth when I mentioned considering changing my major. Little did I know Ruth was a retired
elementary teacher, and she was wonderful enough to give me the names of all kinds of teachers who I could work with. It was the
push from God I needed, not only to change my major, but the sign that St. Andrew is where I am meant to be. I am excited next fall to
expand my work with kids and hopefully get involved with the youth program.

Cher Wirth
I previously attended Sharon Center United Methodist Church. I have two grown sons.
Travis, age 32, and my lovely daughter-in-law Eileen live in Madison, Wisconsin. Travis has
been with Hy-Vee for 16 years. Tyson, age 31, lives in Riverside, Iowa. Tyson is a School
Based Mentoring Specialist for the Big Brothers/Big Sisters program of Johnson County.
I am retired. I was a stay at home mom and volunteered in the church and schools wherever
Travis and Tyson attended (preschool through high school). Today I love to spend time with
family – we play a lot of cards and games. I also enjoy walking, traveling, music, bonfires,
old cars, anything near the water, and friends.
Tyson and I attended a Christmas Eve service at St. Andrew and were delighted to be so warmly welcomed. That evening we
watched the joyful interaction of the congregation – people of all ages – as they celebrated the season together. The fellowship
extended to us from both the pastors and the congregation was both genuine and heartfelt. I was given a St. Andrew mug after the
service, and I keep it next to my computer with my pens in it. It’s a nice reminder of our first interaction with the St. Andrew family.
I knew after coming only a few times that I would enjoy this church family. My times spent on Sunday morning not only fed my soul,
but I was pleasantly surprised to see how much fun it was! However, it was especially impressive to watch how people were
transitioning into your new building with such dedication and direction through a sense of pride, a sense of humor, a sense of unity,
and a sense of devotion. I wanted to be a part of that, and I wanted to join before the new building was finished. It was important to
me to transition with the rest of the congregation – to be a part of the church family that would journey together – for a true sense of
belonging.
I’d like to extend a warm thank you to everyone for making me and my family feel so welcome, and I look forward to serving with you
in this journey.
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What’s in Store for Summer?
When you are planning your summer schedule, be sure to
include Vacation Bible School. Kids and leaders are invited to join us from 9:00 to 11:30
am, June 12-16 at the church. Registration forms for participants and volunteers are now
available on the credenza outside the church office. VBS is for children who are 4 years
old and entering kindergarten in the fall of 2018 through those who are entering 6th grade
this fall. During our time together, we will learn about people who found themselves in
interesting places (like a fiery furnace, in the belly of a whale, and more) and how they
found God right there beside them. The registration fee is $10 by May 31 or $25 after
May 31. Questions? Contact Heather Woodin at hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org.

June 4—9: The relationship with Camp Stronghold was established in 1985, and BASIC
has continued to go ever since. Last year 54 junior high students were able to experience
what has come to be known as "The Greatest Week of Your Life" at Camp
Stronghold. So what exactly happens at Camp Stronghold? Each evening we will hear a
message from our guest speaker (Jeff Brown) relevant to every junior high student. Our
days will be spent in small group Bible studies, large group singing, great day and night
games, hilarious skits presented by the B.A.S.I.C. Leaders, swimming, and many other
amazing activities.

FAITHS (Friends Acting In The Holy Spirit) is a week-long summer mission day camp
for students entering grades 7-12. We work on service projects each day in the Iowa
City/Coralville area. This year we will serve the community from June 19-23 by doing
projects such as picking up garbage, landscaping, and assisting at local non-profit
organizations. Our days begin at 8:30 am with devotions and directions. Our work will
end by early afternoon, generally between 11:30 am to 2:00 pm. For more
information, contact Randy Hausler at rhausler@saintandrew-ic.org.

The Pittsburgh Project is a Christian nonprofit community development organization with a 32year track record of developing servant leaders and upholding the dignity of low-income
homeowners. Each year students entering 9th grade through 12th head to Pittsburgh, PA for a
week of service to many of the most vulnerable residents in the city. To learn more about this
year’s trip, which will be held from July 22 to July 30, contact Randy Hausler at
rhausler@saintandrew-ic.org.

July 22 — July 30

Watch our website, the Mini-Messenger, the Messenger, and our
Facebook page for more Meet-Ups and other summer events!
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Staff

Next Chapter Recipe Book

Pastors
Rev. Dr. Matt Paul, Pastor/Head of Staff
Rev. Kyle Otterbein, Associate Pastor

mpaul@saintandrew-ic.org
kotterbein@saintandrew-ic.org

Office
Rebecca Schuchert, Finance Administrator
Sarah Dyck, Office & Communications Admin.
Karen Wieting, Ministry Assistant

rschuchert@saintandrew-ic.org
sdyck@saintandrew-ic.org
kwieting@saintandrew-ic.org

Children, Youth, & Families
Randy Hausler, Director of Youth Ministries
Heather Woodin, Director of Children’s
& Family Ministries

rhausler@saintandrew-ic.org
hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org

Music
Matthew Penning, Director of Music Ministries
mpenning@saintandrew-ic.org
Kristen DeGrazia, Assistant Director of
Children’s & Youth Music
kdegrazia@saintandrew-ic.org
Lee Rabe, Assistant Director of Instrumental Min. lmrabe@aol.com

We invite you to dive into The
Next Chapter Recipe Book!
Consider how you might
become involved. Some of the
projects already are under way,
some are on the verge of
getting started, and others will
take a bit longer to implement.
If you see something that
piques your interest, call a
friend—or even someone you
don’t know well—and team up.
Each recipe has contact
information for someone
affiliated with the recipe. Start there. And—just for fun—we have
included a few food recipes for dishes affiliated with St. Andrew.
Check them out.
Copies of the book can be found at the church or on our website.
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Our purpose is to be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love
and serving as Christ served.
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