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To be the body of Christ, living in Christõs love, serving as Christ served. 

 A NOTE from Pastor Matt  

Godõs Provision 

Rev. Dr. Matt Paul is the head 

pastor at St. Andrew  

Presbyterian Church  

The Lord will provide. Youôve heard this before. Youôve probably said it before. Sometimes this 
statement is tossed about lightly as a catch-all saying one utters when they have exhausted their 
own means and are only then turning to God to bring some resolution to their predicament. In this 
season of Lent, however, we must think carefully and seriously about how the Lord provides, for 
the culmination of Lent is the cross of Christ and Godôs ultimate provision for all humanityða path 

to peace with God. 

Scripture bears witness to Godôs provision again and again and again. Through Noahôs ark, God 
provided the earth with a fresh start after the great flood. God provided a child to an elderly  
couple long past their childbearing years so that the covenant made with Abraham could  
continue. When the Hebrews fled Egypt and persecution at the hands of Pharaoh, God provided a 
path through the sea; and in a desolate wilderness, mysterious bread from heaven called manna 
appeared along with springs of water emanating from rocks. Jesus provided more than 5,000  
people with an abundant meal from only five loaves of bread and two fish. Jesus provides a way to 

God, bread and water of life for the journey, and the comforting of the Spirit. 

For those with eyes to see, Godôs provision abounds! I am reminded of this in the story of Elijah 
and the widow of Zarephath found in 1 Kings 17. There, the prophet is instructed to go to a widow 
in Zarephath who will feed him. This was imperative, because the entire land was stricken with 
drought and there was neither food nor water to be found. When Elijah came upon the widow at 
the town gate, she was gathering some sticks to prepare one last meal for herself and her sonð
they were down to their last bit of flour and oil. Had God sent Elijah to the right widow? Perhaps 
there was one of more means. The woman must have thought Elijah was quite presumptuous to 
demand a portion of her and her sonôs last mealðbut with so little in her cupboard, perhaps she 
thought she had little to lose. The rest of the story goes that for as long as Elijah stayed with the 
woman and her son, the Lord made sure their supply of flour and oil was never exhausted. God 

not only provided their food, God also gave them eyes to see and hearts to trust. 

As we continue the Lenten journey to the cross, my prayer is that God will give us all eyes to see 
the Lordôs provision in our daily lives and in the life of the church. I also pray that when Easter 
dawns our hearts will be prepared to receive anew the promise of eternal life through Godôs  

ultimate provision granted through of our risen Lord Jesus! 

Godspeed, 

Transition Update  

The Lord does provide! Session is pleased to announce that our Transition 
Team has found a temporary home for St. Andrew during the construction 
of our new building. We are currently working out the details for St. Andrew 
to lease the building occupied by New Horizons United Methodist Church, 
located at 2251 1st Avenue in Coralville, just north of Oakdale Blvd. The 
congregation there voted in January to dissolve their fellowship, making the 
building available after May 23. The United Methodist  
Conference, which owns the building, hopes to plant a new congregation 
there once the lease with St. Andrew is completed. More details to come. 
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 Community Happenings  

There are still four potlucks scheduled
(March 3, 10, 17, & 24), at 6:30 pm to 
share a potluck meal and to experience 
a series of brief meditations on the on 
the seven last words of Christ, through 
word, song, and prayer.  

Births, Baptisms, & Deaths  

Zechariah Yien-Mandong Miak;  born February 8 

Leo Jerome Kasper; baptized February 21 

James F. Jakobsen; died February 13 

Dorothy Dunham; died February 22 

 Connection Card  
 Quotes  

I will pray for  

compassion for those 

who are incarcerated.  

Stephen Ministry guides me to 
live out the Spiritõs work in the 
world. Thank you for the  
opportunity to give to others.  

Lenten Potlucks  
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Caring Ministries  

Our Guatemala team will be leaving on 
March 12 to return to work along side the 
people of Impacto Ministries. 
 

Once again they will be taking items much 
needed and wanted in Guatemala such as 
gently used or new shoes, peanut butter (an 
expensive luxury in Guatemala), and some  
over-the-counter medicines like childrenôs 
vitamins and aspirin (a suggested list is with 
the display in the Narthex). 
 

An all-church fund-raising meal and bake 
sale was held on February 21 in Fellowship 
Hall to help fund the trip, and a second bake 
sale will be held March 6. The Mission,  
Outreach, and Support Team has also 
played a vital role in helping to fund this  
ministry.  
 

The team asks for your prayers as they go to 
show Christôs love in tangible ways: medical 
clinics, Bible lessons, Happy Tummies  
after-school program, songs, crafts with the 
Abuelitos (grandparents), and construction 
projects. They look forward to sharing their 
stories when they return! 

Habitat Faith Build 2016   by Jan Taylor  

St. Andrew will be taking the lead on a multi-church Habitat for Humanity (HFH) faith 
build this coming summer. Our session has allocated $25,000 for the build which will 
provide a home for a family in need. 
 

The designation of funds is the fulfillment of a promise made when we sold our  
current Melrose property to give a tithe to a mission effort. The build will start in June 
with a groundbreaking just as we are leaving the Melrose property. 
 

Mark Patton, director of the Iowa Valley Habitat for Humanity in Johnson County, 
spoke to our Adult Education class on February 7 as part of our Mission Education 
series. He gave a background on the HFH organization and told us of the over 100 
homes they have built since HFH came to Iowa City in 1994. St. Andrew is not unfa-
miliar with this process, for St. Andrew alone built a home on the late 1990ôs, and we 
have participated in a number of multi-church faith builds. 
 

As building season draws near, you will hear more about how you can help.  
Volunteers, age 16 and older, are used during the framing, siding, and roofing  
processes and then, again, during the painting, staining, and landscaping phases. No 
experience is necessary! Skilled workers and professionals are there to teach us. We 
will also need people to staff the sign-in table where liability forms are filled out and 
helpers to feed and water the workers. Please begin now to ask God that we  
successfully follow his plan for our congregation. 
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Cross + Generational Fun  

on Fat Tuesday  

Approximately 100 people of all ages attended the all-church 
Mardi Gras celebration on February 9. We enjoyed music from 
our Dixieland band and served stacks of pancakes. We even 

made our own King Cakes, a New Orleans tradition! 

Even though the weather did not cooperate for the February 14 Cross+Roads, our 

cross generational family education hour, much was learned and much fun was had.   

Walking the Labyrinth  

Making  Labyrinths  Scripture through Tableau Theater  

Arts & Crafts  

òA Walk Through Holy Weekó will present the highs and lows of Jesusô life, 

death and resurrection.  Students and leaders from *spark* will present the  

interactive drama on Tuesday, March 22. People of all ages are invited to join 
us for a potluck at 6 pm in Fellowship Hall, then weôll move to four stations to  
immerse ourselves in Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and  
Easter. This special event explains the significance of each day through word, 
song, drama and props, presented by 3rd-6th graders and leaders. Reservations 
are not required and the event is free. Bring a generous dish to share at the 
potluck, and invite family and friends of all ages for this special event. 

A WALK THROUGH 
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 Cover Story  

Faith, Art, & Passion  Story by Heather Woodin;  Photos by Bob Goodfellow  

Faith, art and passion are coming together to give Cary Maassen 

a new venue for his talents and his free time. 

Cary and his wife Betty joined St. Andrew about a year ago. 
Since then, they have jumped in to serve in many ways. Betty 
was a leader at Vacation Bible School and is one of the teachers 
in the 1st/2nd grade Sunday School class. Cary attended the 
Calvin Symposium on Worship in Grand Rapids, Michigan, in 
January, along with several other church members and staff. The 
symposium helped him see how his professional expertise and 

life experiences can be used to bring glory to God. 

At Calvin, Cary met the architects working 
on St. Andrewôs new building and attended 
several inspiring sessions.  The experience 
helped him realize that his talents are gifts 
from God and can be used in a way to help 
others worship God. ñThe spiritual  
involvement was awesome but the art in-
volvement was - just WOW!ò he says. 
ñSeveral sessions were conducted by  
architects; other sessions were led by  
practicing artists or college art professors. It 
was the first time I had ever been  
immersed in church, biblical or spiritual art. 
The services, music and liturgical sessions 
were all excellent but the theatrical vespers
--the last days of Christ's life--took the 

viewers back in time!ò 

Since he has returned from Calvin, he has 
been brainstorming and sketching ideas 
that may be incorporated in the new  
building. ñI am at a point in my life where it is time pass it on! In 
addition to potentially furnishing sketches for a baptismal font and 
communion table, I am open to exploring any possible art  
experiences that I can help start at St. Andrew. From children to 
adults, the richness offered by the arts is so life fulfilling! Making 
banners, exploring art experiences of the bible, symbolism in 
great art (like the Prodigal Son by Rembrandt) reveals truths in a 
special way. I am open for any and all input for the church or 

members of any age.ò 

Cary, the third of four children, was born in Mason City, Iowa, 
during WWII ñto parents deeply committed to farming, especially 
raising and showing livestock.ò  A cholera outbreak at the family 
farm in Iowa resulted in a move to Texas, where Caryôs dad  

managed a show herd of cattle. 

ñThis freedom amid cattlemen and cowboys provided rich  
experiences in all forms of living things. We had an ice box and 
one light bulb. Entertainment came from your own creativity. I 

learned drawing from cowboy artists. Horses and horny toads 
were always plentiful subjects. Learning about cattle drives,  
Indians, cotton, watermelon and pecanséWow! Rattlesnakes, 

tarantulas, scorpions and cactusénot so wow!ò 

A few years later, a great drought covered Texas, and the family 
returned to Iowa. Cary says that was ñmore settled (or boring to a 
10-year-old).ò But he soon grew accustomed to the new lifestyle 

and Iowa school, church, showing 4-H cattle, and playing ball. 

Upon graduation from Rockwell-Swaledale High School, and at 
the insistence of his uncle, Cary moved to California and  

attended Monterey Peninsula College. 
He started out by majoring in English, 
but that didnôt last long. He changed 
his major to art the first day of his first 

art class. 

Later, he returned to Iowa and  
married Betty.  The couple attended 
the University of Northern Iowa, where 
Cary studied under Hu Hung-shu, who 
later became Head of Design of the 
School of Art and Art History at the 

University of Iowa. 

Cary and Betty moved to Mason City, 
where he taught art in public schools 
and jewelry-making at the MacNider 
Art Museum. He later left the school 
system and spent many years as a 
roofer.  They have two sons. Eric lives 
in Milwaukee. Jeff and his wife Rachel 
live in Coralville and are members at 

St. Andrew. Their children are Henry, Lucy and Maggie. 

Being closer to their family was a strong draw, but they also were 
pleased to be closer to Hu. ñHe had become my mentor and as 
he declared in 1988, óWe are no longer Student and Teacher. We 
are now friends!ô  Thereafter, he would call and say óYour bed is 
empty and waiting for you; you must come and sleep in it!ô I spent 
countless hours with him and Judy, his wife, working on projects 

that he needed help with. Endless bliss!ò 

All those life experiences have made his personality one thatôs 
hard to categorize. ñI have been accused of being spontaneous, 
sometimes relentless, sometimes too serious, sometimes not 
serious enough. Sometimes light-hearted humor is fine and 

sometimes common sense is more desirable.ò 

The people of St. Andrew look forward to worshipping with and 

working alongside this artist with a multi-faceted personality.  

To be the body of Christ, living in Christõs love, serving as Christ served. 
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MOS December 2015 Consent Agenda Summary  

Mission, Outreach, and Support  

The MOS Team met on December 8.  As a result of our meeting, and of follow-up discussions, the Team recommended to Session the  
following benevolence disbursements from funds available through December 31, 2015 totaling approximately $33,000, including the $5,000 
projected income from December congregational giving.  Should funds fall short, we will prioritize funding requests for payment in 2015/2016 
with Rebecca. If mission income exceeds estimates, we will carry over any surplus to 2016.  All of the recommendations, with the exception 
of the support for the work of our recent visiting PC(USA) International Peacemaker, Rev. Berthe Nzeba of the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo,  are for continuing support of agencies and individuals receiving funds from St. Andrew over several years.  
 

Discussion at our meeting strongly favored maintenance of the current 14% of income goal for budgeted mission giving for St.  
Andrew in 2016, especially in light of the loss next year of Menôs Fellowship support for mission through the football parking initiative and 
maintaining the 50:50 division of budgeted mission giving between Unified Mission Giving and Locally Determined Benevolence giving. 

March Free Lunch Reminder      by Janice Baldes  

ñWork willingly at whatever you do, as though you were working for the Lord 
rather than for people.ò   Colossians 3:23 

 

God needs all hands on deck, doing work for the Kingdom each and every day and 
there is much to do! May we roll up our sleeves at the Free Lunch Program with 
joyful hearts and in all that we think, say and do reflect Godôs love. To God be the 
glory, as we travel this earth for our Heavenly Father, the Almighty King, our  
audience of One! 

We will be serving lunch at noon on 

Wednesday, March 3 

Helpers can arrive at 1105 S. Gilbert Court facility at 10:30 am to assist with salad 

preparation and other set-up tasks. We serve lunch from noon to 1 pm; clean-up is 

usually done by 1:30 pm Helpers are always free to come and go as their  

schedules allow.   

Helpers 
Janice Baldes 
Jean Cox 
David Dierks 
Ken Gibson 
Kerri Goers 
Sue Goree 
Bob & Rosalie Jeffress 
Don Koch 
Rachelle Larson 
Tami Luce 
Shirley Maxey 
Elsa Narvaez 
Barb Peterson 

Helpers (continued) 
Rosemary Plapp 
Denise Price 
Betty Stein 
Pat Wells 
Dennis Whited 
Heather Woodin 
  
Desserts 
Jean Cox 
Rachelle Larson 
Pat Wells 
Cross+Roads (2) 
1 frozen 

Casseroles 
Graham & Maggie Dameron 
Sue Goree 
Jim Maxey 
Shirley Maxey 
Rosemary Plapp 
Betty Stein 
Dedi Walker 
  
BASIC Cooks (7) 
Cross+Roads Cooks (2) 
  
A special thanks to all of the cooks at BASIC and 
Cross+Roads! 
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 Financials  

To be the body of Christ, living in Christõs love, serving as Christ served. 

Presbytery of  
East Iowa  

62% 

General  
Assembly 

22% 

Synod 
16% 

Per capita funding is how Presbyterians 
mutually share the costs of coming  
together to discern the Spiritôs leading for 
the future. The total per capita amount for 
2016 is $33. The breakdown is as follows: 

$20.63 Presbytery; $7.12 General  

Assembly; $5.25 Synod  
 

Please remi t  $33 for  every  
confirmed member in your family. Thank 
you. 

Per Capita  

  
January Year to Date Annual Budget 

Annual Budget 

Percentage 

Annual Budget 

Difference 

       

INCOME       

BUDGET INCOME       

PLEDGES & IDENTIFIED GIFT $65,913.49  $65,913.49  $812,500.00  8.11%  -$746,586.51  

INVESTMENT INCOME  703.19  703.19  0.00  0.00%  703.19  

MISCELLANEOUS INCOME  202.44  202.44  0.00  0.00%  202.44  

       

TOTAL INCOME  66,819.12  66,819.12  812,500.00  8.22%  -745,680.88 

       

EXPENSES       

LAND  $755.00  $755.00  $9,000.00  8.39%  -$8,245.00 

BUILDING  3,455.86  3,455.86  49,552.00  6.97%  -46,096.14 

UTILITIES  1,473.97  1,473.97  29,318.00  5.03%  -27,844.03 

EQUIPMENT, F & F  0.00  0.00  400.00  0.00%  -400.00 

VEHICLES  87.27  87.27  3,855.00  2.26%  -3,767.73 

CHILDREN'S & FAMILY MIN  -0.50 -0.50 11,875.00  0.00%  -11,875.50 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  212.89  212.89  1,650.00  12.90%  -1,437.11 

MINISTRIES & MEMBERSHIP 
 

220.59  220.59  7,750.00  2.85%  -7,529.41 

MISSION  9,354.68  9,354.68  113,750.00  8.22%  -104,395.32 

MUSIC  2,086.11  2,086.11  11,000.00  18.96%  -8,913.89 

OFFICE EXPENSE  1,957.20  1,957.20  23,000.00  8.51%  -21,042.80 

OPERATING EXPENSES  2,528.53  2,528.53  34,671.00  7.29%  -32,142.47 

WORSHIP  1,839.55  1,839.55  3,126.00  58.85%  -1,286.45 

YOUTH MINISTRIES  705.62  705.62  14,900.00  4.74%  -14,194.38 

PERSONNEL  47,714.96  47,714.96  567,162.00  8.41%  -519,447.04 

       

TOTAL EXPENSES  72,391.73  72,391.73  881,009.00  8.22%  -808,617.27 

EXCESS INCOME\EXPENSES -$5,572.61 -$5,572.61 -$68,509.00 8.13%  $62,936.39  
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 Relationships  

Praying the Lordõs Prayer      by Jenny Pigge  

And when you pray, do not keep on  
babbling like pagans, for they think they 
will be heard because of their many 
words. Do not be like them, for your  
Father knows what you need before you 
ask him. This, then, is how you should 
pray: óOur Father in heaven, hallowed be  
your name, é.ô ðMatthew 6:7ï13 
 

This prayer is so familiar to all of us. We 
say it together each Sunday morning. Itôs 
easy to get lost in the monotony of  
repeating the same prayer each week 
without thinking about what we are really 
saying. This prayer is laid out for us by  
Jesus and can be used to guide us in 
prayer and in how we live. If the Lordôs 
Prayer is broken down line by line, we get 
a beautiful format for communicating with 
God. 
 

Letôs start a little before the actual prayer: 
ñyour Father knows what you need before 
you ask him.ò What amazing rest we find 
in such a perfect relationship. No human 
relationship comes without a degree of 
struggling to explain ourselves and to be 
fully understood. When we communicate 
with our Father in heaven, we donôt have 
to try hard. We donôt have to explain. We 
donôt have to strive. God is accessible at 
any time and in any place. We simply 
have to come as ourselves.  
 

ñOur Father in heaven, hallowed be your 
name.ò When I Donôt Desire God: How to 
Fight for Joy, by John Piper, is great book 
about knowing God more fully and finding 
joy in oneôs relationship with him. Piper 
says that this line from the Lordôs Prayer 
is not only a prayer that our God would be 
glorified but also for our own joy:  ñsince 
God is most glorified in us when we are 

most satisfied in him, a prayer for his 
name to be hallowed (glorified) is a prayer 
that we and millions of others would be 
more satisfied in him than anything.ò 
 

ñyour kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.ò  Piper writes, ñto 
pray for this kingdom to come is to pray 
for the greatest possible joy to fill the  

creation.ò It is a prayer that this earth 
would be made like heaven; that all would 
know the joy of having a  
relationship with Christ. Romans 14:17 
says, ñThe kingdom of God is not a matter 
of eating and drinking but of  
righteousness and peace and joy in the 
Holy Spirit.ò   
 

ñGive us today our daily bread.ò That God 
would meet our daily needs is also a  
prayer saying, ñI trust you Lord.ò When we 
ask God to ñgive us our daily bread,ò we 
are asking him to give us what he knows 
we need and not necessarily what we 

think we need. We are telling him that we 
know and trust that he will provide for us 
what is good for us to have. 
 

ñForgive us our debts, as we also have 
forgiven our debtors.ò The forgiveness we 
are given, bought for us with the blood of 
Christ, frees us to live radiantly and  
confidently in our Lord. When we forgive 
others, we are freed from holding hate 
and bitterness in our hearts, and we  
become more like Jesus. Forgiveness is 
not easy. But when we think of the huge 
debt of ours that Jesus has not only paid, 
but paid back to us by crediting us with 
more than we owed in the first place in 
giving us a path to the Father and to  
everlasting life, we cannot help but  
overflow with the love of Christ, and to 
choose to forgive others as he forgives us. 
 

ñLead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from the evil one.ò Piper defines  
temptation as ñthe deception that  
something is more to be desired than God 
and his ways.ò So to pray that we would 
not fall into temptation is to pray that we 
would always know God, and his ways are 
more desirable than all others.  This is 
also saying, ñGod, I want to know YOUR 
will; lead me down YOUR path.ò This 
prayer of guidance frees us to live full 
lives as radiant Christians, allowing the 
Spirit to illuminate our lives and lead us in 
Godôs way, which is so much higher and 
better and brighter than our own.  
 

The Lordôs Prayer offers us guidance on 
how to communicate with our Father and 
on how we should be living as children of 
the one true God. I invite you to reflect on 
the Lordôs Prayer this week and share 
what you find with others in your life.  

Spring GroupMester begins Sunday, April 3 and ends  
Saturday June 4. Questions? Contact Pastor Kyle at : 
kotterbein@saintandrew-ic.org. 

mailto:kotterbein@saintandrew-ic.org
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 Holy Week  

Why do you 
look for the  

living among 
the dead? He is  

not here, but 
has risen.  

 

Luke 24:5 


