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Praise the LORD! Praise the name of the LORD; give praise, O servants of the LORD, you that stand in the house 
of the LORD, in the courts of the house of our God. Praise the LORD, for the LORD is good; sing to his name, for he 
is gracious. (Psalm 135:1–3, NRSV)  
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

In the last several months, I’ve been a frequent visitor out at the site of the new building. I often drop by late in the 
day, on my way home. I go to check on progress, take pictures, and to pray. Other times I’ve gone to attend 
meetings, show others around, or to thank the workers. These have been inspiring moments, but none as  

inspirational as on Father’s Day when around 200 St. Andrew members and friends gathered at the site for food, fellowship, and to 

tour the building—it was a moment when the building began to take on life. 

As the music of our brass ensemble filled the air and as people milled about the building, it almost felt as though we’d just gotten out 
of worship. There were people standing about in the sanctuary, while others headed out to atrium for fellowship. Some were enjoying 
the view from the café, while others gathered around the welcome kiosk and mission display. Families congregated in the Children’s 
Ministry space and the youth room on the lower level, and laughter could be heard in the MPR. Almost a typical Sunday, were it not 

for all the exposed studs and the abundance of construction materials!* 

Three things struck me about the scene that day. One was how much the space felt like home. I had one person comment about how 
excited she was to see how our various ministries will finally have the room they need to flourish. Others commented on how warm 
and inviting the space is, and how accessible it will be once the elevator is installed and all of the entries are completed. I was  
reminded of the core design principles we established together way back in 2013—nurturing relationships, connecting with nature, 

barrier-free access, inviting, flexible, and so on—and how these are all being represented on Gathering Place Lane. 

Second was an overwhelming sense of gratitude for the generosity of all who are helping make our vision for a new base for ministry 
a reality. As I led a group into the MPR, I heard someone exclaim in awe, “You have no idea how long we’ve been waiting for this!” 
God has blessed St. Andrew with givers’ hearts, and the fruit of that generosity is evident as the building goes up, but even more  

importantly among the people who have given so selflessly. Thank you, Lord! 

Lastly, the gathering was a reminder that the church is more than a building. The church is the body of Christ; together in worship, 
community, in service, and united and empowered by the Holy Spirit. The church is timeless; it is the communion of saints, and a 
fellowship for those yet to come. The church is not bounded by walls; for where two or three are gathered in Jesus’ name, he is 
among them. The church is young and old sharing hot dogs, eating ice cream, welcoming strangers, dreaming dreams, and sharing 

life in the house of the Lord. 

Godspeed, 
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 A NOTE from Pastor Matt 

May 17, 2017 Session Highlights 
 Directed the moderator to appoint a team to prepare a strategic plan outline and report back to session. 

 Voted to call a congregational meeting for June 11 for the purpose of electing church officers and to receive a project update 
from Finance and CCBT. 

 Approved the statement of inclusion and wedding policy. 

 Voted to replace the “Immigrants and Refugees Welcome” banner with one reading “In Christ there is no stranger. Welcome!” 

 Approved a request from the Nicholson family to transfer the Tonya Nicholson memorial funds from the endowment to a  

designated memorial account. 

 Appointed Bruce Walker to represent the church in discussions with Iowa City about the potential of a park on church property. 

 Accepted the resignation of elder Dan Steele from session, with gratitude for his service. 

*See more about the open house on pages 10 and 11. 
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July 22 — July 30 Each year students entering 9th through 12th grade 
head to Pittsburgh, PA for a week of service to many 
of the most vulnerable residents in the city. To learn 
more about this year’s trip, which will be held from 
July 22 to July 30, contact Randy Hausler at  

rhausler@saintandrew-ic.org. 

Youth Ministry: Pittsburgh & Jr. High It’s Photo Time! 
The Halversons will be back taking our  
pictures on July 16 and 23 from 8:30 am 
to 11:00 am. If you have not had your 
photo taken for the InDirectory, or if you 
would like to have an updated photo  

taken, here’s your chance. 

Happy Tummies 
We are collecting school supplies and some kitchen supplies for the kids at Happy Tummies.  Jeff and Karna Wieck will host a special 
packing party (2416 Belmont Drive in Coralville) on July 5 from 6:00 to 8:00 pm for those that want to donate items and help pack 
suitcases. Items we are collecting are spoons, forks, crayons, pencils with eraser caps, pencil sharpeners, black or blue pens, colored 
pencils, child's scissors, composition notebooks, rulers, and glue sticks. Questions? Karna’s email is karnaw77@gmail.com. 

July 4th Parade 
St. Andrew will be participating in the 
Fourth of July Coralville Parade! You are 
invited to assemble the float on the  
morning of the parade and/or donate  
candy to share with the kids along the 
route. All ages are welcome to participate 
and ride in the parade! Questions?  
C o n t a c t  N a n c y  B a r t h  a t  
andnan@sbcglobal.net. 

Planning Meeting 

July 9 at 9:45 am 

All women are invited to a brainstorming 
meeting on Sunday, July 9 at 9:45 am, 
to talk about the possibilities for a  
women’s retreat this winter. Attending the 
meeting on July 9 does not imply a  
commitment to lead, or even attend the 
event—we just want to hear your ideas. 
Interested but can’t attend? Email Annie 
Potter at potterbeat@gmail.com. 

mailto:rhausler@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:karnaw77@gmail.com
mailto:andnan@sbcglobal.net
mailto:potterbeat@gmail.com
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 New Members 

Before Annika, a 2017 West High graduate, came to St. Andrew, she attended Our  
Redeemer Lutheran Church. Her parents’ names are Kim and Mike, and she has a 
brother named Hunter. “In my spare time I like to hang out with friends and watch 
Netflix, “ Annika recently said. “I also am a nanny.” Annika’s reason for joining  
St. Andrew is the sense of community, especially the friendships she has with the 
Anderson and Paul families. “Kyle Otterbein approached me about it (joining) but it's 
also been on the back burner of my brain for awhile. I love getting to know new  
people, and I'm excited to be a member,” she said.  Annika also wishes to thank  
everyone for being so welcoming.  

Steven Sperry, Kari Wanat, and Caius Sperry (7 months old) recently joined St. Andrew 
after attending a few different churches in the area. Both Steven and Kari are physicians 
at the University of Iowa and love spending time with their son, Cai, doing anything  
outside including hiking and biking, traveling, and spending time with friends. When asked 
why they chose St. Andrew as their church home, they said, “We were attracted to the 
people - the church has an active membership who bring their gifts to enrich others’ lives,  
including mission trips, involvement of the community, and having activities for members 
of all ages.  These are all reasons why we want to be involved.” 

Wanat-Sperry Family 

Annika Kopf 

Nancy Barth 

Nancy was born and raised in Sacramento, California and moved to Iowa City in  
December 2014 to start her Ph.D.in Civil Engineering (with a focus on applied statistical 
hydrology related to extreme floods in the Western US) at the University of Iowa. She is a  
snowboarder and prided herself on being able to be in cold weather conditions in the  
Sierra Nevada during winter. However nothing prepared her for her first semester of  
walking two and a half miles to school. She also enjoys cooking, decorating, gardening,  

running, kayaking, hiking, and wakeboarding.  

Nancy told us, “I am blessed to have shared my baptism with my parents, Dana and  
Patricia Bramble who traveled from Sacramento to Iowa on their long 50th anniversary 
RV trip. I also have a younger sister who is a year and a half younger than me; her name 
is Wendy. I look forward to introducing her and my brother-in-law to my St. Andrew family 
when they visit next December for my graduation. After the first church service I attended 
in early May 2015, I knew I was blessed to be among a group of amazing people. Who 
knew I had to travel all the way to Iowa City to find so many people who would have such 
a profound impact on my new life’s journey. And within a few months I knew I wanted to 
join the St. Andrew church, but wanted to wait until I was ready to proclaim my faith 

through my baptism.” 
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 Caring Ministries 

Stephen Ministry  by Mary Beth Ross 

Deacons’ Winter Clothing Drive  by Jan Taylor 

Many of you cheerfully took home clothes in June to launder and store for 
the annual Winter Clothing Drive by the Deacons. First…THANK YOU! For 
those of you who may be unfamiliar with this annual outreach, here’s a little 

background. 

The clothing drive is a collaborative effort with the Consultation of Religious 
Communities. This distribution of winter outerwear for people in Johnson 
County is held in October. At the end of the school year, St. Andrew  
volunteers collect all lost-and-found items from the Iowa City/Coralville 
schools, wash, mend, sort, and store them during the summer months. St. 
Andrew volunteers help with distribution at The Kingdom Center/Dream  
Center in Iowa City. Distributions are also held in Coralville at the Community of Christ Church, and at the North Liberty Food Pantry 
at the North Liberty United Methodist Church. We split our Lost and Found Collection among all three locations. Last year, Iowa City 
served more than 400 people, Coralville served 450, and North Liberty served 265. Each family member was allowed one coat and 

five other items which included caps, gloves, sweaters, shirts, jeans, and snow pants. 

Clothing from our Lost and Found Drive at the end of school as well as clothing donations from churches, KCRG’s Coats for Kids, 
Kiwanis, Rotary, Oaknoll Retirement Residence and others provide the items distributed. Members of sixteen churches volunteered in 

2016. Before our move we also loaned our coat racks which will probably be appreciated in the future. 

As the excitement builds for our anticipated move to the new 
church property, the Stephen Ministers have enjoyed dreaming,  
planning, praying, and praising God for so many blessings  
already seen. When considering the needs Stephen Ministry can 
fulfill within our congregation and community, we are thankful for 
wealth of previously trained Stephen Ministers in our  
congregation. They are using their skills daily as distinctly  
Christian caregivers in a variety of relationships within our  
congregation and beyond. The currently active Stephen  
Ministers (Anne Dierking, Myrna Farraj, Margaret Heidger,  
Margie Loomer, Gatwech Miak, Rosemary Plapp, Ted Potter, 
Graham Dameron, Jan Taylor, Su Thayer, Kathy Whiteside, Bev 
Witwer, and myself) have all been blessed by rich relationships 
through active Stephen Ministry relationships. On June 11th, we 
were able to recognize the previously trained and currently active 

Stephen Ministers at each service. 

Each of the Stephen Ministers has walked with different  
individuals through a season of transitions in their lives. The  
active Stephen Ministers practice their skills of active listening, 
empathetic encouragement, and prayerful support in a variety of 
situations on a weekly basis. Without disclosing any details to 
violate confidentiality, during monthly Stephen Ministry  
supervision sessions the active Stephen Ministers have  
universally expressed thanksgiving and joy for these deepening 

relationships with their “care receivers”. 

Deepening relationships through providing distinctly Christian 
caregiving is based upon a set of skills provided through training 
in Stephen Ministry. We are hoping to share this skill set through 
a short course offered to our congregation next Fall/Winter. With 
a two year commitment ending for some currently active Stephen 
Ministers, we hope to provide further training for prospective new 
Stephen Ministers next Winter/Spring. The Stephen Ministry 
Leaders, Ted Potter, Graham Dameron, and I, are also planning 
on providing quarterly Sunday morning hour-long Continuing  
Education programs open to the congregation on a topics of  
concern. Some possible topics include: facets of grieving, loss 
through miscarriage, financial stress, job loss, relocation  
adjustments, adjusting to being a new parent, and supporting 
those with chronic illnesses. Please consider contacting me, Ted 
Potter, or Graham Dameron if you have suggestions for these 

quarterly topics. 

Do you know of friends, coworkers, or neighbors who may or 
may not attend St. Andrew who are in need of a distinctly  
Christian caregiver during a season of adjustment, loss, or  
illness, and would welcome a Stephen Minister to walk with them 
during their journey? If so, please contact the referral coordinator 
for men, Graham Dameron at graham3076@gmail.com; the  
referral coordinator for women, Mary Beth Ross, at  
iawoodsunrise@gmail.com; or Pastor Kyle Otterbein at  
kotterbein@saintandrew-ic.org. 

mailto:graham3076@gmail.com
mailto:%20iawoodsunrise@gmail.com
mailto:kotterbein@saintandrew-ic.org
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Cover Story 

We’re in the home stretch. Our target date for occupying the new 
building on Gathering Place Lane is September. After 10+ years 
of discerning what God would have us do, we are getting so 

close to moving in.  

In Matthew 11 of Eugene Peterson’s modern English  
paraphrase, The Message, Jesus says, “Walk with me and work 
with me — watch how I do it. Learn the unforced rhythms of 

grace.” I ask you to hold onto this as you continue reading. 

In the past 10+ years God has been doing mighty things at St. 
Andrew. He isn’t simply moving St. Andrew to new real estate. 
He’s been shaping us 
into who we are to be 
and for what is to 
come as we continue 
to move forward and 
wait all at the same 

time.  

And it hasn’t always 
been easy for us this 
past decade, but I 
believe it has been 
holy. As Pastor Kyle 
once said, “It is with 
twists and turns that 
our covenant with 
God is lived out.” In 
the midst of the daily 
rhythms of life that we 
are used to — days, 
weeks, and seasons  
— God has been guiding us in His timing towards new rhythms 
with Him.  We only need to look at Abraham and Sarah to see 
how God is working with us the way he worked with them. After 
calling Abraham (at the time, he was called Abram) to move to a 
land God would eventually show him and promising Abram and 
Sarai (later named Sarah) offspring in their old age, God waited 
25 years to bless them with Isaac. They needed to go through 
twists and turns with God walking along side them to become the 

people God created them to be. 

Part of the reason St. Andrew is building this new building is  
because the congregation sensed a need to not overbook people 
with “spiritual activity” but rather use this opportunity to reflect the 

vision to which God is calling us.  

We are being called to a new place to reach out to new  

neighbors, keeping the wholeness of each person in mind, like 
God does. Just as our Vacation Bible School has done for many 
years, attracting people who may not normally attend worship or 
join a church, we are being placed in a position to share the love 
and grace of Jesus to some who may never have heard the  
gospel and to others who may have been hurt by the church in 
the past.  We are being called to embody and share the unforced 

rhythms of grace.  

And, we are putting our calendars together for this fall right now 
in order to participate with God in equipping people to enter even  

further into God’s 
grace, timing, and 
rhythm. For example, 
on page eight you’ll 
see what the Music 
Ministry has in mind 
for the program year.  
Addit ionally, the  
Children’s, Family, 
and Youth  Ministries 
are organizing their  
programs knowing 
that we are still  
unsure of where 
those programs will 
be run in the new 
space for up to  
several weeks after 

we have moved in.  

We can do all of this 
because we are focused on who is leading the way. We can rest 
in the fact that in keeping company with God, we will learn to live 
freely and lightly regardless of our circumstances and our earthly 

calendars.  

As David Frey shares with us on the next page, our location, our 
earthly citizenship, and our stage in life ultimately do not matter 
as long as we understand and embrace that first and foremost 
we are found in Christ — the same God who led Abraham and 
Sarah to a new place and gave them a promised son in God’s 

timing. 

 What a blessing to live so freely and so lightly!  

God’s Timing: Unforced Rhythms      by Sarah Dyck 

 

Are you tired? Worn out? Burned out on religion? Come 
to me. Get away with me, and you’ll recover your life. I’ll 
show you how to take a real rest. Walk with me and work 

with me—watch how I do it. Learn the unforced 
rhythms of grace. I won’t lay anything heavy or ill-fitting 
on you. Keep company with me and you’ll learn to live 

freely and lightly. 

Matthew 11:28-30 The Message 



 

 

Steve and Lisa Frey and family serve Christ in 
predominantly Muslim Kosovo, and St. Andrew is 
privileged to share in their ministry through both 
prayer and financial support.  The Freys will be 
visiting churches who share in their support this 
summer, as well as settling their eldest son,  
David, into college. (See David’s message about 
transitioning from being a missionary kid to going 

to college in the United States below.) 

Importantly, they will be visiting the Frey-Law 
family in Iowa City in early July, and have  
reserved Sunday, July 9 to worship with us.  They 
will share information about their mission work between services. In particular, they will 
share about the progress toward the completion of a center for hospitality and ministry, 
Hope Center, for which St. Andrew has provided some planks and shingles through our 
benevolence giving.   Please mark the date and plan to meet the Freys and attend their 

presentation! 
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You are invited to attend the next  
Access and Inclusive Mission (AIM) 
Network Meeting on Wednesday, July 
19, at the Coralville Public Library, 
in Meeting Room B from 10:00 -
11:00 am. Included in the meeting will 
be a short worship and communion 
service with Rev. Sarah Hegar 
(Networking Associate for the  
Presbytery of East Iowa) officiating. 
For more information, contact AIM 
advocate,  Marcia Murphy,  at  
murphyma87533@gmail.com and go 
to the Hope for Recovery website at  
http://www.hopeforrecovery.com/aim. 

AIM Network  
Meeting 

 

Mission, Outreach & Service 

Steve & Lisa Frey to Visit St. Andrew July 9 
by Paul Heidger 

 

My Last Year      by David Frey 

As a senior, and being 18 years of age, I am realizing more and 
more how this truly is my last year living life how I am used to it. 
Yes, I will revisit this area (Kosovo). Yes, I will see my family 
again, and yes, I will probably continue to move around the globe 
doing some sort of work for the Lord, in one way or another, but, 
my life is about to take a dramatic turn. I am about to leave the 
country/continent that I am most familiar with. I am about to enter 
into a culture about which I really don't know that much, and I will 

have to start living without my family.  

For the time being, I am not going to another country in Europe, I 
am talking about moving to the USA. While many people don't 
and won't understand why this is so hard as, "You're American," 
truly, I am not American, and I'm not European either. Living a 
life split between two or more continents makes you a TCK 
(Third Culture Kid). Now I get that I am living in only two different 
cultures, but the idea is that I have created my own and  
completely unique third culture that doesn't really identify with 
either of the two. While I get things from both North America and 

Europe, I also seem to get things out of nowhere.  

Fortunately I have learned where this "nowhere" I get my traits 
from is; it's God. Because, while I can relate to some things to 
Americans, and some things to Europeans, I can't fully connect 
with either of these places, and the only name that really sticks is 

Child of God.  

Of course I can't just tell this to people on the street, it takes too 
long and so I usually stick to, "I'm an American from the state of 
Montana". This is in fact true, but only partially. Other TCKs are 
really the only people who get it, but TCKs aren't just  
everywhere, and so, I already know that life in the states is going 

to be quite a challenge.  

It may not seem like it to you as, "I am just coming back home," 
but really, I am neither leaving my home nor coming back to one, 
I am just moving between foreign areas. Yes, I can be  
comfortable in both, and yes, I can identify a little with both and 
have a great time, but in full honesty, my home is in God.  
Everywhere else is just temporary residence or another  

citizenship, but who I am is in God.  

This doesn't mean that I am always an outcast, or an odd man 
out, I am simply stating that I have lived a life that hasn't allowed 
me to put my identity in my location or achievements, and while 
this can definitely be a great thing, it can also be extremely hard 
for others to understand and can sometimes form a disconnect 
that I don't know how to bridge. This will be one of my learning 

curves during my time in the states. 

My time in Kosovo under my family is coming to a close; my time 
as a missionary kid is coming to a close; my time of dependence 
on my parents is coming to a close; but I know where my identity 

is at and where my home will always be. 

mailto:murphyma87533@gmail.com
http://www.hopeforrecovery.com/aim
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Music Ministry 

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the 
deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. And God saw 
that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. 
And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.   –Genesis 1:1-5 
 

From the beginning, God has been creating order out of chaos. From the repetition of Day and Night to the cycle of the seasons, God 
has placed within the very fabric of life a rhythm, a pattern that emerges from the formless void described in Genesis. Even after  
humans tried to generate their own disjointed rhythms, God provided a way to bring order and wholeness to his creation through the 
Lord of all Creation, Jesus Christ, in whom we live and move and have our being. Following Jesus Christ means to alter our lives by 
following his patterns, and living in ways that point to, and embody, God’s new creation.  
 

The St. Andrew Music Ministry is striving to establish healthy rhythms within the musical life of the congregation, providing  
opportunities to grow in discipleship through music while balancing the demands of commitments outside the walls of St. Andrew.  
Below is a new schedule for a new season in a NEW BUILDING! Beginning rehearsal dates will be announced at a later time once our 
move-in schedule is firmly established.  
 

Handbell ringers! Note the various possibilities we have before us. Watch your email for a Doodle poll to help us form both age-
appropriate and multi-generational groups. 
 
Mondays 
6:15-7:00 Woodwind Ensemble (Jr. High – Adult) 
7:00-7:45 Brass Ensemble (Jr. High – Adult) 
7:00 - 8:00 Handbells  (Jr. High – Adult) 
 
Tuesdays 
6:00 - 7:00 Handbells (Adult) 
6:00 - 7:00 Agape Singers  (Jr. High – Sr. High) 
7:00 - 8:00 Handbells (Jr. High – Sr. High) 
 
Wednesdays 
6:00 - 7:00 Handbells (Adult/Multi-generational) 
6:00 - 7:00 Cantate Choristers (Grades 3-6) 
7:00 - 8:30 Logos Choir (Adults) 
7:00 - 7:45 Alpha Ringers (Grades 3-6) 
 
Questions? Feel free to contact Matthew, mpenning@saintandrew-ic.org; Kristen, kdegrazia@saintandrew-ic.org, or Lee, 

lrabe@saintandrew-ic.org. 

New Rhythms Coming this Fall         by Matthew Penning 

mailto:mpenning@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:kdegrazia@saintandrew-ic.org
file:///C:/Users/sdyck/Downloads/lrabe@saintandrew-ic.org
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P e r  c a p i t a  f u n d i n g  i s  h o w  
Presbyterians mutually share the costs of 
coming together to discern the Spirit’s 
leading for the future. The total per capita 
amount for 2017 is $36. The  
breakdown is as follows: $23.20  
Presbytery; $7.50 General Assembly; 
$5.30 Synod. Please remit $36 for  
every confirmed member in your  
family. Thank you! 

Presbytery of  
East Iowa  

64% 

General  
Assembly 

21% 

Synod 
15% 

Per Capita Stewardship Pledges 
T h a n k  y o u  t o  
everyone who has  
already turned in a 
pledge. For those of you 
who have not yet had 
chance to do so, there’s 
still time! If you can’t 
find the pledge card that 
was mailed to you, you 
can pick one up in the 
church office. 

May 2017  Current Period Year to Date Annual Budget 
Annual Budget  

Percentage 
Annual Budget  

Difference 

INCOME       

BUDGET INCOME      

PLEDGES & IDENTIFIED GIFT $61,387.85  $344,616.75  $867,290.00  39.73%  -$522,673.25 

FACILITIES/OFFICE INCOME 0.00  30.00  0.00  0.00%  30.00  

INVESTMENT INCOME 162.92  1,239.12  0.00  0.00%  1,239.12  

TOTAL INCOME 61,550.77  345,885.87  867,290.00  39.88%  -521,404.13 

       

EXPENSES       

LAND  $0.00  $0.00  $5,500.00  0.00%  -$5,500.00 

BUILDING  3,709.94  26,602.76  69,365.00  38.35%  -42,762.24 

UTILITIES  976.90  3,358.93  27,025.00  12.43%  -23,666.07 

EQUIPMENT, F & F 0.00  107.00  400.00  26.75%  -293.00 

VEHICLES  0.00  652.90  3,702.00  17.64%  -3,049.10 

CHILDREN'S & FAMILY MIN 556.00  1,993.01  11,875.00  16.78%  -9,881.99 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION -490.00 360.86  2,100.00  17.18%  -1,739.14 

MINISTRIES & MEMBERSHIP 1,511.52  3,094.07  6,500.00  47.60%  -3,405.93 

MISSION  5,996.71  48,424.02  121,421.00  39.88%  -72,996.98 

MUSIC  65.73  2,344.34  10,555.00  22.21%  -8,210.66 

OFFICE EXPENSE 2,383.12  7,568.20  21,500.00  35.20%  -13,931.80 

OPERATING EXPENSES 242.13  2,640.24  6,921.00  38.15%  -4,280.76 

WORSHIP  670.74  2,304.33  3,126.00  73.71%  -821.67 

YOUTH MINISTRIES 423.45  1,862.63  14,900.00  12.50%  -13,037.37 

PERSONNEL  45,667.19  229,661.92  562,401.00  40.84%  -332,739.08 

TOTAL EXPENSES 61,713.43  330,975.21  867,291.00  38.16%  -536,315.79 

       

EXCESS INCOME\EXPENSES -$162.66 $14,910.66  -$1.00 0.00%  $14,911.66  



 

 

 

Dear Church Family: 

What a wonderful time we had with all of you at the construction 
site for our open house on June 19.  So many people from the 
construction team, the building and fellowship teams, the men’s 
and music ministries, and the church staff worked together to 
make the day happen. The wind was blowing and the unfinished 
walls directed it from one side of the building to the other. Surely, 

the Spirit of God was with us, blowing us in His chosen direction. 

In case you missed it, the tour of the site included concept plans 
for the surrounding outdoor landscaping. The members of the 
outdoor ministry team (Cindy and Jerry Kasper, Peg and Randy 
Hausler, John Roffman, Dave Nicholson, Walter Sparks, Ernie 
Found, Heather Woodin, and Terry Robinson) have been  
working remotely with a  
volunteer designer and locally 
with Iowa City Landscaping. We 
want to share their plans with 

everyone. 

Priorities for the outdoor ministry 
t e a m  c a m e  f r o m  t h e  
cong rega t i ona l  v is i on ing  
exercise several years ago. 
Team members began meeting 
once the overall site plan (with 
parking and building location) 
was complete. Priority features 
include: naturalistic plantings, outdoor patio with fire pit, area for 
growing produce, memory garden, playground, and  

outdoor chapel. 

To incorporate the existing, rolling landscape, the final landscape 
plan adds a bridge over the southern drainage swale and  
pathways to connect the features. Paths for foot traffic can be 
directed around the wetlands to the south, so people can study 

and see the wild flowers up close as the area becomes  

naturalized. 

The City of Iowa City requires that most of the outdoor  
landscaping be completed prior to occupancy. This includes trees 
and shrubs in the parking area and along the north and west 
sides of the church. Other parts of the outdoor master plan have 
been funded by special gifts. These include the outdoor chapel, 
playground, and the Lettuce Feed Others garden. Some features, 
like wild flower seeds and an outdoor pavilion, offer  

opportunities for the future.   

A gift of a tree or shrub can be a fitting tribute to memorialize or 
honor someone that is special to you. If you are interested in  
purchasing a planting for the current required landscaping design, 

please contact Peggy Hausler at peggyehausler@gmail.com.  

It is so exciting to see how God calls us (blows us) and uses us 
together as the body of Christ. If you have more questions, or 
would like to get involved with the project, we would love to have 
you. You can find us in church on Sundays, by email to  
withoureyesonchrist@saintandrew-ic.org, or through the church 

office. 
 

To be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love, serving as Christ served. 
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To be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love, serving as Christ served. 
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 If you would like to start/stop receiving the  
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Trees & Shrubs Needed for  
Gathering Place Lane 

As you may know, the City of 
Iowa City requires that trees 
and shrubs be planted to gain 
occupancy in our new church 
on Gathering Place Lane. We 
are asking people to consider 
purchasing a plant in memory/
honor of someone special. The 
number and types of trees/shrubs are listed on a SignUp Genius, as 
well as the cost per planting, (www.signupgenius.com/
go/10c0b4cabad2aa57-standrew). The kicker is we have to purchase 
the plants by August! Would you please consider purchasing a plant? 
Once you sign up, please drop off a check in the amount indicated to 
St. Andrew with a notation of "Landscaping" in the memo portion of 
the check. If you have questions, email or call Peg Hausler at  
peggyehausler@gmail.com / 319/400.0758 (evenings). On behalf of 
the outdoor spaces team, thank you so much for helping us get 
ready for the September move in date! 
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