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Dear Friends in Christ, 

One of my favorite books as a child was a Sesame Street book entitled, There’s a Monster at the End 
of This Book. The book features that loveable, furry old Grover, a Sesame Street mainstay. (I loved 
Grover so much that I convinced my parents to name one our dog’s puppies after him.) What made it 
such an exciting book for me when I was little is that when I read it I was part of the story. I wasn’t just 
reading about Grover but participating in his adventure. Each turn of the page carried with it the thrill of 
unlocking a mystery, the hint of danger—What if there really is a monster at the end of the book!?—and 

ultimately the satisfaction of overcoming fear, and seeing the story come to its conclusion. 

I feel that same childhood sense of excitement as I think about the story God is writing among us at St. 
Andrew. We are not spectators in this narrative, but active participants in this great thing God is doing 
in our midst. Think of it, there has never been a chapter like this in the story of St. Andrew, and here we 

are, right smack dab in the middle of it. We’re literally making history. 

The question is how will this next chapter in our life and ministry unfold? Where is God leading us? What is Christ calling us to do? 
How will the Spirit employ us in fulfilling our call and getting to where Jesus wants us to go? To answer these questions, we can’t just 
sit back and watch—we have to jump in. If we want to see how this chapter will unfold, we have to start turning pages. And we have 

just the thing to get those pages turning! 

By now you’ve probably heard about the Next Chapter guidebook that we’ve put together to help you join in the process of  
discovering what’s next on the horizon for St. Andrew (see page six for more information). It’s a page turner! Cover to cover it is full of 
studies to help you dig deeper into the biblical narrative, vignettes from our early beginnings, dream starters to prime your creative 
process, songs and prayers, a wealth of information about our new neighborhood, current ministries and mission partners, and many 

other resources. And it is waiting for you to pick it up—at the church or electronically via our website—and start turning pages. 

Writing our next chapter in ministry is a participatory process, not a spectator event. We need your help. The most fun and effective 
way to participate in this “writers’ workshop” is to join with others and follow the guidebook together. This will give you an opportunity 
to brainstorm, hear new dreams, have a sounding board for your ideas, and to work with others on honing recipes for mission and 

ministry that others will be able to experiment with themselves.  

We’ll be undertaking this exercise in January and February, so you’ll have plenty of time to focus, dream, and share your thoughts on 
paper. And what better time could there be to get creative like this? It’s the New Year when our thoughts turn toward new beginnings. 
It’s also a time when the construction activity at Camp Cardinal is such that our future is literally taking shape before our eyes. But it is 
much more than a building, it is a place where people will gather to worship, study, sing, pray, fellowship, and be sent forth in service 
of our Lord. If we were only building a facility, we might be tempted to sit back and watch it happen, but we’re growing a people to 

bear witness to Jesus in word and deed—we can’t just sit back! 

Please be on the lookout for opportunities to take part in this exciting process, as together we’ll continue to further the story of Christ 
that began so long ago and marches on today. Like Grover, we find ourselves in the midst of a larger narrative that can only progress 
if we work together. Ours is the narrative that began with Jesus telling his disciples in Jerusalem, “But you will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth.” (Acts 1:8). We are witnesses to the saving grace of our Lord, and with each turn of the page his story continues to be told to 

the end of the earth. So, let’s keep turning pages! 

Godspeed, 
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To be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love, serving as Christ served. 

 A NOTE from Pastor Matt 

Rev. Dr. Matt Paul is the  

Head Pastor at St. Andrew 

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 

come on you; and you will be my witnesses in  

Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 

ends of the earth.     Acts 1:8 
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 St. Andrew Community 

To be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love, serving as Christ served. 

Let’s Get to Know 
Each Other! 

The purpose of Friendship Dinners is to 
provide a hospitable place for people at 
St. Andrew to get to know each other  
better. The next two dinners will be held 
January 7 and 21, and you are welcome 
to attend either of them. The hosts provide 
the entrée and drinks, and guests are 
asked to bring side dishes. For more  
information, contact Connie Steele at  

connie.steele@gmail.com. 

St. Andrew Presbyterian ChurchSt. Andrew Presbyterian Church  

Friendship DinnersFriendship Dinners  

January 7 

January 21 

Women’s Ministry Invites You to: 
 A Stained-Glass Presentation 

On Sunday February 12, you are invited to a  
presentation on the stained-glass windows at Our  
Redeemer Lutheran Church in Iowa City.  The 
church is located on First Avenue and Court Street 
on the Eastside of Iowa City. Local art historian, Dr. 
Shana Stuart, will be sharing insights about the 
stained-glass windows in the church’s sanctuary 
and narthex.  This presentation will take place from 
2:00 to 4:15 pm with a break for refreshments. All 
are welcome!  In the event of severe weather, the 
event will take place the following Sunday,  

February 19.   

For more information contact LeAnn Otterbein 
(leann.otterbein@gmail.com) or Annie Potter 

(potterbeat@gmail.com). 

Photo from Our Redeemer’s Facebook page. 

SAVE THE DATE! 
Sunday, February 5, 2017 

12:15 pm 

Enjoy a bowl of soup and help feed hungry families!  

 

$5 per person, $15 per family;  

proceeds will be donated locally. 

 

We will not have a chili cook-off this year.  

And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship,  

to the breaking of bread and the prayers.        Acts 2:42 

Connection Card 
Quote 

Appreciate this: The world 
needs to know what we are 
waiting for. And this: Wait, 
and work toward what you 

are waiting for. 

Deaths 
Marlene K. Ciha, mother of Dan Ciha, died 
      December 20, 2016 

 

Charles Gay, died December 21, 2016 

mailto:connie.steele@gmail.com
mailto:leann.otterbein@gmail.com
mailto:potterbeat@gmail.com
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We tend to think of prayer as taking place in a quiet, undisturbed setting. The problem is we seem to get so busy we seldom have a 
full conversation with God. An old-time pastor (I still get the newsletter from the church where I grew up.) who has modern ideas,  
utilized the analogy of “texting God”. He realized that for an information age, computer smart generation maybe we can still use time 
when we are busy. It has become easy to send off a short, focused text message to someone. He suggested maybe we can utilize 

some of our “wasted time” to offer a quick prayer or text to God. The following are possibilities:  

First thing: As soon as we wake up, before we've even brushed our teeth or hit the shower, we can ask for God's help with 

the biggest problem we anticipate for the day. 

Sunrise/sunset: There is something unique about 
these times of day. I have a dear friend who rises 
early and sits at her large east-facing window where 
she can sip her coffee and watch the sunrise. It is 
there she meditates and takes advantage of the 

quiet moments as day begins. 

Stoplight: Here we can pray for people and/or  

situations that we feel aren't getting better. 

Road flaggers: Road construction is always with us 
in Iowa. It means the roadway is torn up and/or  
under repair, and we are required to stop. We might 
pray for the brokenness in the lives of those we 

know who need to be lifted in prayer. 

In the drive-through: While our hunger is building, 
we can pray for the hungry in the world, our nation, 
and our community. Never actually text while  
driving nor be a distracted driver!!! 

Last thing: Just before dropping off to sleep, we can thank God for His help that we've experienced that day. It is an  
opportunity to commit our efforts (and mistakes) to God's wisdom and keeping. Then we are better able to let go of the day. 

(Psalm 4:8) 

God directs us to “pray without ceasing”. Our brief but heartfelt text messages to God are not meant to replace our regular devotion/
prayer time with the Lord, but rather to enhance it.  The fact is prayer time occasionally gets left out when some days we are hurried 
and harried! Instead of waiting for the right moment, the right setting, and the right words perhaps we can take advantage of what is 

readily available in our daily lives utilizing these down times to “text God” and make it a time of blessing.  

When We Are Too Busy to Pray             by Sally Mathis Hartwig 

Photo taken by Sarah Dyck from the North Campus parking lot. 

And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with 

all kinds of prayers and requests. With this 

in mind, be alert and always keep on 

praying for all the Lord’s people.  

 

Ephesians 6:18 
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Meet the Leadership 
I was first contacted by the nominating team to give names for people whom I thought 
were good candidates to serve on either session, deacons, or other in leadership  
positions. I gave a few names of some of our youth who I thought had great leadership 
qualities. I was then approached by the nomination team as a person who was thought 
of as becoming a leader on the session and finishing out a one year term. I said yes 
after taking careful consideration and prayer along with discussion with my wife, and I 

am glad that I chose to become a leader.  

I see God working through me to lead by listening to others and having discussions 
(from my previous training as a Stephen Minister) with the people of the congregation. 
While I do have a busy schedule with a small family to attend to, I will make an effort to 
listen to concerns of the congregation and give them the necessary feedback that will 

help move the church forward.  

I was born on November 26, 1977 in Des Moines, Iowa (grew up on a farm between 
Monroe and Prairie City). My current job is a Laborer/Carpenter at John Roffman  
Construction, and I am also a sports official for high school football, high school  

baseball, and college baseball. 

As for my faith journey, I joined the church (Dutch Reformed CRC) as a sophomore in 
high school but never really grew into my faith until I got my 2nd Bachelor's degree to 

become a teacher. I’ve been attending St. Andrew for over five years. 
Elder Mark Beerends 

Deacon Gatwech Miak 

I was born in Akobo, South Sudan in 1982. We left South Sudan and moved to  
Ethiopia in 1983 and lived at the refugee camp. It was there when my journey with God 
started.  We lived at the refugee camp until 1991. That year, the Ethiopian revolution 
forced us back to Akobo, South Sudan. I continued to be active in the life of a church 
as part of the choir. In 1998, the instability in South Sudan forced us back to Ethiopa, 
and I lived in the Sherkola Refugee Camp. At the camp my cousin and I received a 
resettlement form to come to the United States. We arrived in Houston, Texas on June 
9, 1999. Because there were more South Sudanese living in Omaha, Nebraska, we 
moved there after six months. In 2003, I moved to Council Bluffs, Iowa where I  
attended Iowa Western Community College (IWCC). While at IWCC, I continued to 
involve myself in the life of the church at what used to be Sudanese Presbyterian 

Church in Omaha, Nebraska. I worked with youth until 2008.  

I transferred to the University of Iowa in the spring of 2008, and graduated in  
December, 2011 with BA in Interdepartmental Studies: Health Science and a Minor in 
Global Health Studies. Nyamuoch and I got marriage that summer in Salt Lake City, 
UT. We have two children, Nyaluit, 3 and Zechariah Yien-Mandong, 10 months old. I 

work at Systems Unlimited Inc. as a Supported Living Supervisor.  

I have been attending St. Andrew since 2008. I became a member in 2013. That year, 
I received a call from the nominating team asking me to serve as a deacon.  I knew 
God was working through the nominating team to call me to serve. With God calling, I 
said, “Yes!” because I knew that He would lead, guide, and walk with me in every step 
of the way as He has always guided and walked with me from the day He brought me 

into this world.  

That day, since 2008, God said, “Gatwech, get up! Rise! And follow me!”  I got up to 
contribute to his overall purpose. I have been empowered. When I am helping with the 
communion, greeting people before the service, and ushering God is working through 
me. I am where He needs me. Because God has always been using others to 

strengthen me, I too, I am His instrument.  
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St. Andrew: The Next Chapter             by Pastor Matt 

To be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love, serving as Christ served. 

When Peter and the rest of the apostles received the gift of the Holy Spirit 
at Pentecost, they found themselves taking part in a new chapter in the life 

of God’s relationship with humanity. God was doing a new thing! 

Though Jesus had ascended into heaven, the Holy Spirit had come to  
empower the church to carry on Christ’s mission in the world. Peter  
recognized it in his very first sermon where, looking around at the awesome 
work of the Spirit, he immediately thought of a vision given to the prophet 

Joel:  

In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all 
flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young 

men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. (Acts 2:17)  

I want to propose to you that God is writing a new chapter in the life of  
St. Andrew, and in much the same way as described in Joel and  

experienced at Pentecost.  

As I mentioned in my letter to you on page two,  we are working on a  
guidebook. This guidebook is the result of a months-long collaboration  
between session and staff. We designed it to help us get in tune with the 

Holy Spirit and to dream of this next chapter and how we will get there. 

What we see in our future is a growing, vibrant, welcoming, Christ-centered 
church where people of all ages and stages in life can come and  
experience the transforming love of Jesus in worship, study, and prayer; connect with other pilgrims on the journey and grow in  

Christian community; and be empowered to serve in the ongoing, reconciling mission of the Lord. 

To get there we will focus on our core passions of ministering to children, youth, and families; by providing for inspirational worship in 
Word, music, and sacrament; by wholeheartedly embracing our  

diversity; and focusing on our future together as the body of Christ.  

How this new chapter is written will depend upon the work of the 
Holy Spirit in and through our fellowship. Our church leadership 
team encourages you to be part of this exciting process of  
celebration and discovery. Get together with others, work through 
the guidebook (copies of 
which can be found outside 
the Sanctuary and on our 
website) and continue to 
pray for the Spirit to help us 
all dream new dreams and 
see new visions for our  

future in Christ.  

In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour 

out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your 

daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall 

see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams.  

 

Acts 2:17 
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Caring Ministries 
Deacons’ Fund Update   by Christina Donelson 

The Deacons’ fund provides an opportunity to meet short term financial needs in our  
community without the donor or the receiver ever finding out the details.  It reflects the community 
in Acts 6 where church leaders provided food to the widows.  It serves as a complement to the 

caring ministries of our Deacons and Stephen Ministers. 

Our Deacons reach out to our church family in their times of need: making hospital or home  
visits, arranging for meals for those with new babies, illnesses, or in a time of bereavement,  
helping with transportation to medical appointments. Deacon Laura Kastens says, “After serving 
as the children's and youth choir director for 10 years, when I left that position, I felt at odds with 
my new role of congregant. Serving as a Deacon has given me a new purpose at  

St. Andrew and allowed me to meet people I otherwise wouldn't. Our monthly meetings are like a small group to me.” 

At St. Andrew, more than 150 Stephen Ministers have been trained over the years; during that time, these laypeople have cared for 
more than 200 care receivers. Presently, there are 13 Stephen Ministers actively serving the congregation and  
beyond.  Stephen Ministers are laypeople—Christian men and women—trained to provide one-to-one care to people experiencing a 
difficult time in life, such as grief, divorce, job loss, chronic or terminal illness, relocation, or separation due to military deployment or 
other issues.  Stephen Leader Ted Potter says, “Our passion is to be non-judgmental listeners and faithful partners, bringing Christ’s 

love and care to people during a time of need.” 

As a complement to our Deacon and Stephen Ministry programs, the Deacons’ fund provides means for our pastors to respond to  
requests for groceries, rent, utilities or other basic needs. In the last year, the fund has distributed $7,000 and received $8,000.  The 
gifts distributed average around $100 and over 20 individuals have received help.  Some of our members donate resources to the 
Deacons’ fund the first Sunday of every month when it is traditional to give money to the needs of the local community.  Other  
members designate family memorial gifts to the fund.  With the Deacons’ fund, we celebrate our many opportunities both to give and 

receive in the body of Christ.  Thank you to all who participate in the fund. 

Stephen Ministry   by Mary Beth Ross 
Please join the Stephen Ministers of the 
Iowa City area on January 19 from 6:30-
7:30 pm in the Coralville Library meeting 
rooms to learn from a panel of local  
service providers on "Helping the Elderly 

Transition From Their Homes".   

At the new year, we often reflect and gain 
a new perspective on the situations of our 
lives and those around us. Often times we 
start with a fresh perspective with great 
energy and optimism.  However, this may 
be a time that ongoing challenges seem 
harder to face than ever before. Is this the 
time to seek a trained Christian friend for 
support for yourself or suggest it to a 

loved one? Stephen Ministers are  trained 
lay Christian caregivers who support the 
pastors in walking with those during  

challenging transitions.    

Here are some examples from the Bible of 
those who did receive spiritual care;  you 
may recognize their circumstances as 
close to what you or your friend are  

facing. 

 A man who found himself in over his 
head and needed the strong hand of 

a faithful friend 

 A woman who lost her loved ones 
and needed someone to hear her 

sorrow and pain 

 A person who knew the unending 
distress of a thorn in the flesh and 
needed someone to rejoice when he 

rejoiced and to weep when he wept 

 A woman who was burdened by the 
demands of daily life and needed 
someone to help her regain sight of 

what was most important 

 A person who received healing from 
inner turmoil and needed someone to 

walk alongside as she built a new life 

These issues go beyond aging, covering 
many phases of life where adjustments 
required seem overwhelming. Care  
Receivers’ names are kept confidential by 
Stephen Ministers.  However, you may 
recognize those examples listed above as 
people in the Bible: Peter, Naomi, Paul, 

Martha, Jesus, and Mary Magdalene 

If you know of someone who would  
benefit from a season of confidential  
individual Christian caring from a Stephen 
Minister, please contact one of the  
pastors or the Stephen Ministry referral 
coordinators, Graham Dameron 
( 3 1 9 / 3 3 7 . 9 2 7 0  o r  g r a -
ham3076@gmail.com) or Mary Beth Ross 
( 3 19 /3 38 .0 08 2  o r  i awo od su n -

rise@gmail.com). 

 

mailto:graham3076@gmail.com
mailto:graham3076@gmail.com
mailto:iawoodsunrise@gmail.com
mailto:iawoodsunrise@gmail.com
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In the morning, O Lord, hear my voice. In the morning I 

lay my needs in front of you, and I wait.  Psalm 5:3 

Organ Fund Update 

We have news to share! Let us update you on the current status 
of this exciting organ project. It has been a long journey, but the 

end is in sight! Here are a few highlights:  

August 14, 2013: The organ was accepted as a donation from 
Peterson Contractors, Inc. and removed from Clapp Hall with 
help from you and others in the Iowa City community. The  
instrument traveled via Heartland Express, who donated shipping 
costs, to Dobson Organ Company in Lake City, Iowa where it 

was cleaned and prepped for its new home.  

June 15, 2014: The Join the Ranks! organ 
fundraising campaign kicked off with many 
church, community members, and UI organ 
alumni responding to the campaign with 

donations to the project.  

November 9, 2014: Delbert Disselhorst and 
Gerhild Krapf played a fundraising concert 
at First Presbyterian Church (Iowa City) for 
over one hundred enthusiastic community 
members. A concert CD was made and is 

available for purchase.  

2015: A special video explaining our project was created  
including interviews by Delbert Disselhorst, Carol Hansen, and 
Deb Wretman. The Join the Ranks! video may be found at 

www.theiowaorganproject.com.  

Fall, 2015: A groundbreaking ceremony was held November 15 
for the new St. Andrew building. The organ was moved back to 
Iowa City via Heartland Express and is being stored in a  

climate-controlled storage space until installation.  

May, 2016: St. Andrew said goodbye to their home at 1300  

Melrose in Iowa City and moved to their interim site in Coralville, 

the former New Horizons United Methodist Church.  

September 11, 2016: A tailgate party was held on the new  
property to celebrate the completion of the foundation work on 

the building.  

November & December, 2016: Steel framing and support 
beams began to be assembled, and “flesh” was added to enclose 

the structure so they may continue work during the winter.  

Fall, 2017: Dobson Organ Company will 
install the Clapp Organ into its new home! 
While the final voicing will take place in early 
2018, we anticipate using the instrument for 
worship and to host a “soft” opening for the 
public. We are continuing to work hard and 
are excited that the end is in sight for this 
project. This campaign will continue to raise 

funds to meet our $400,000 goal.  

We are inviting you to join us in this project 
that will serve the St. Andrew worship life, 

the Iowa City community, and beyond for generations to come. If 
you have already Joined the Ranks!, won’t you consider an  
additional gift before this year’s end? Further information on how 
to be part of this project can be found at 
www.theiowaorganproject.com. There you can donate online or 

purchase a fundraising concert CD.  

With deep gratitude for your partnership,  

The St. Andrew Organ Committee:  

Patti Benson, Gene Dierking, Deb Fick, Jack Prall (chair),  

Matthew Penning, Aaron Shileny 

http://www.theiowaorganproject.com
http://www.theiowaorganproject.com
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 Financials 

To be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love, serving as Christ served. 

P e r  c a p i t a  f u n d i n g  i s  h o w  
Presbyterians mutually share the costs of 
coming together to discern the Spirit’s 
leading for the future. The total per capita 
amount for 2017 is $36. The  
breakdown is as follows: $23.20  
Presbytery; $7.50 General Assembly; 
$5.30 Synod. Please remit $36 for  
every confirmed member in your  
family. Thank you! 

Presbytery of  
East Iowa  

64% 

General  
Assembly 

21% 

Synod 
15% 

Per Capita Stewardship Pledges 
Thank you to  
everyone who has 
already turned in a 
pledge. For those of 
you who have not 
yet had chance to 
do so, there’s still 
time! If you can’t find 
the pledge card that 
was mailed to you, 
you can pick one up in the church office. 

  
Current Period   Year to Date Annual Budget 

Annual Budget  
Percentage 

Annual Budget  
Difference 

INCOME       

PLEDGES & IDENTIFIED GIFT $78,143.71  $736,158.51  $812,500.00  90.60%  -$76,341.49 

FACILITIES/OFFICE INCOME 0.00  180.00  0.00  0.00%  180.00  

INVESTMENT INCOME 583.17  7,268.89  0.00  0.00%  7,268.89  

MISCELLANEOUS INCOME 0.00  292.44  0.00  0.00%  292.44  

TOTAL INCOME 78,726.88  743,899.84  812,500.00  91.56%  -68,600.16 

       

EXPENSES       

LAND  $0.00  $1,645.00  $9,000.00  18.28%  -$7,355.00 

BUILDING  3,784.06  50,362.42  49,552.00  101.64%  810.42  

UTILITIES  623.88  15,096.31  29,318.00  51.49%  -14,221.69 

EQUIPMENT, F & F 0.00  418.54  400.00  104.64%  18.54  

VEHICLES  0.00  4,515.29  3,855.00  117.13%  660.29  

CHILDREN'S & FAMILY MIN 740.08  5,160.39  11,875.00  43.46%  -6,714.61 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 57.99  2,042.00  1,650.00  123.76%  392.00  

MINISTRIES & MEMBERSHIP 819.10  7,464.82  7,750.00  96.32%  -285.18 

MISSION  11,021.76  103,988.34  113,750.00  91.42%  -9,761.66 

MUSIC  64.71  8,014.60  11,000.00  72.86%  -2,985.40 

OFFICE EXPENSE 1,381.71  17,344.97  23,000.00  75.41%  -5,655.03 

OPERATING EXPENSES 2,516.93  31,005.66  34,671.00  89.43%  -3,665.34 

WORSHIP  596.71  3,193.03  3,126.00  102.14%  67.03  

YOUTH MINISTRIES 937.68  8,537.49  14,900.00  57.30%  -6,362.51 

PERSONNEL  47,979.76  512,789.08  567,162.00  90.41%  -54,372.92 

TOTAL EXPENSES 70,524.37  771,577.94  881,009.00  87.58%  -109,431.06 

       

EXCESS INCOME\EXPENSES $8,202.51  -$27,678.10 -$68,509.00 40.40%  $40,830.90  
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Mission, Outreach, & Support 

Guatemala 2017                          by Kathi Anderson & Karna Wieck 
 

Karna Wieck (319/331.4673) will be leading a team from March 12-19. The second payment of $500 is 
due January 15. Kathi Anderson (319/430.5976) will be leading a team from July 8-15. The initial payment 
of $100 is due January 15. Both teams will be providing medical clinics, ministering to the elderly and 

children in multiple villages, and assisting in building projects through IMPACTO Ministries.   

There is also a joint fundraiser with First Presbyterian in Iowa City. A Chili Lunch fundraiser will be held 
on Sunday, January 22, from 11:30 am to 1:30 pm at First Presbyterian, 2701 Rochester Avenue. For 

more information about the fundraiser, contact Karna at 319/331.4673. 

The next AIM Presbytery Network meeting is Wednesday, 
January 11, 10:00--11:00 am at the Coralville Public  

Library, in Meeting room B. All are invited to attend! 

We will be discussing our Fall 2017 Workshop event,  
preparations, etc. Please also prepare your hearts and 

minds for brief devotions and the Lord's Supper. Rev. Sarah Hegar will be leading and 
serving communion. For more information, contact Marcia Murphy at  

murphyma@mchsi.com. 

Other AIM/MHI News: Marcia Murphy has created a YouTube channel where you can find 
her videos and presentations on spirituality, disability, and the church. You can view them 
by going to the St. Andrew website and clicking on the Serve & Grow tab and then  

choosing Mission, or you can click here. 

AIM Presbytery Network Meeting  
by Marcia Murphy 

Adult Education 

The following individuals will be  
participating in “Mission Term” for adult 
education. The dates will be January 8, 
15, 22, and 29 between worship  
services: 
 

1. January 8: Dr. Maria Story:  
reflecting on her medical mission 

trip to India this past summer 

2. January 15: Mission team  
updates on IMPACTO and plans 
for the March & July St. Andrew 

mission trips to Guatemala 

3. January 22: John Etre, Director of 
the Agape Children’s Society in 
Beirut, Lebanon: conveying his 
family’s story of relief efforts for 
stateless refugee children and  
elderly, together with thanks to  
St. Andrew for partnering with this 

outreach 

4. January 29: Marcia Murphy:  
reporting on her experiences and 
insights gained from participating 
in the Summer Institute on  
Theology & Disability at Hope  

College 

What is Christmas?   
An excerpt from the Companion to the Book of Common Worship (Geneva Press 2003) 
 

What is “Christmas”? It is three words: God in flesh; or four syllables: in-car-na-tion. 
The Gospel according to John (1:14) tells us, “The Word became flesh and lived 
among us, … full of grace and truth.” Christmas proclaims that God has come in 
flesh, has come “to save us all from Satan’s power.” Christmas celebrates far more 
than a birthday; Christmas acclaims the advent of messianic salvation. Christ was 
sent among us in order to save us. … 

 

What we pay homage to at Christmas, therefore, is that the ultimate fulfillment of 
God’s saving purpose begins with the birth of Jesus, the messianic Savior…. 
 
 

Holy child of Bethlehem, you are the hope of the world, the song of the angels, the 
treasure of our hearts, and the glory of God among us. Call us to worship you in the 
places where your love is born anew: wherever kindness prevails, justice flourishes, 

and peace reigns. Send us out to serve you, sharing good news of great joy, and 

praising God through you in the unity of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

tel:%28319-430-5976
mailto:murphyma@mchsi.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5DgDRREvAc1Dj2x1lFUWdQ
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To be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love, serving as Christ served. 

 Capital Campaign and Stewardship 

Capital Campaign Update   by Christina Donelson 

In this year of transition, God is transforming us as individuals and as a church family, preparing us for new and growing ministries at 
our Camp Cardinal site.  The transformation unfolds in many small steps.  We want to bathe these steps in prayer.  Please join us as 
we pray for. . .  
 

 discernment regarding balancing the budget for 2017 and beyond; 

 success in finding partners to develop the parcels of land for sale; 

 safety of the workers at the construction site; 

 favorable weather to ensure a timely completion of building construction; 

 arrival of additional members to join our congregation; 

 appreciation toward our talented, flexible staff; 

 renewal and perseverance among the members of the building team, finance team and session; 

 and vision and clarity while planning our future ministry in the new building. 
 

We give thanks for the grace and blessings Christ has bestowed upon St. Andrew ministries and  
members in the past 50 years. 
 
 
 

‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the Lord,  

‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you,  

plans to give you hope and a future.’  

Jeremiah 29:11 

Stewardship 2017   by Christina Donelson 

In 2017, session intends to balance the general operating budget at St. Andrew.  We  
recognize the finance team and session members are making hard choices to prioritize that 

balance.  We are pleased to report your stewardship pledges make those choices easier. 

So far we have 161 households or individuals contributing to the 2017 budget through the 
stewardship campaign.  Amongst those who pledged last year, the average increase in giving 
is 8%.  We also have 19 new pledgers.  We think this shows both growth and new or renewed 

commitment to our ministry.  Working together as the body of Christ, we accomplish so much! 

Giving together brings the joy to the Lord.  If you would like to join the campaign, please call 

the church office for details. 
 

Lord, you alone are my portion and my cup; 

    you make my lot secure. The boundary lines have fallen for 

me in pleasant places; surely I have a delightful inheritance.   
Psalm 16:5-6 
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Our purpose is to be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love 

and serving as Christ served. 

 If you would like to start/stop receiving the  
Messenger electronically, please email the church 
office. Allow one week to process your request.  

Church ac t iv i ty  
cancellations for 
winter weather-
related reasons do 
not always align with 
I o w a  C i t y  
Community School 
District closures. Any  
decision to cancel 
c h u r c h - r e l a t e d  
p r o g r a m s  o r  
meetings will be 
made by noon on 
the day of the event. 
Decisions to cancel 
Sunday worship will 
be made by 6:00 am. Any closure or cancellation will be posted 
on the church website, Facebook page, and KCRG.  

Inclement Weather  
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