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6 A Life That Is Changed

A NOTE from Pastor Matt
Moving
Dear Friends in Christ,
Genesis 12:4-5 records the account of Abram’s response to God’s call for him to pick up and go to
the land of Canaan:
So Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years
old when he departed from Haran. Abram took his wife Sarai and his brother’s son Lot, and all the
possessions that they had gathered, and the persons whom they had acquired in Haran; and they
set forth to go to the land of Canaan.

Rev. Dr. Matt Paul is the head
pastor at St. Andrew Presbyterian

I’ve always loved the story of Abram’s call, but for some reason when I read it again recently, all I
could think of was that there is no way it could have been that easy for him to move all of this
things! My guess is that authors of Genesis probably didn’t want to bore us with the details of
Abram and Sarai sorting through their household goods and packing their possessions, not to
mention saying their good-byes to family and friends.
Most of us have experienced a move or two and know how emotionally, physically, and spiritually
challenging moving can be. It’s true whether you’re moving to a new land like Abram and Sarai,
across town, or just across the street. It’s also true whether you’re going on your own, with your
family, or with an entire congregation.
Fortunately, our Transition Team has been hard at work coordinating the effort to sort and to pack
as we make preparations for our journey to the New Horizons United Methodist Church building
on 1st Avenue in Coralville toward the end of May. During the months of April and May, please
look to the Messenger and Mini-Messenger for ways you can help St. Andrew make a smooth
transition to our temporary quarters. Together, we can share the burden and make light work of
the many tasks that lie ahead.
Godspeed,

Join Pastor Matt for Journey Count Down, April 3
Life with God is always a journey, it was true for Abraham and Sarah,
Moses and the Hebrews, Mary and Joseph, Jesus and the twelve, Paul &
Silas, and now for the people of St. Andrew. What they found was the
journey was just as exciting as the destination! Join Pastor Matt for
Journey Count Down on Sunday, April 3 during the Christian
Education hour as we reflect on some of the journeys of God's people
and look ahead to our own journey of transition.

Session Highlights, February 18






Chris Donelson introduced the upcoming capital campaign and distributed a timeline for campaign events to the elders.
Session approved a motion from the Children’s Ministry Team to enroll St. Andrew in KidCheck, an electronic check-in system for
parents to utilize when dropping off children at ministry activities.
The Transition Team was charged with contacting the United Methodist Conference to express St. Andrew’s desire to lease the
New Horizons United Methodist Church facility, beginning May 23.
Session also approved an motion to rent Margaret Heidger’s rental home on 7th Avenue in Coralville for use as office, meeting,
and storage space during the transition.
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Community Happenings
Births & Confirmations
Beckett Owen Harrold, grandson of Lorna & Dennis Dykstra, born February 19
We welcomed 11 youth into the life of the church as members at the Easter Vigil
service on March 26. Their names are Eva Burbidge, Ryan Burbidge, Maia DeGrazia,
Natalie Dunlap, Emma Gibson, Emily Hill, Clay Hulsebus, Maneesh John, Kelsey
Law, Arie Paul, & Spencer Schmidt-Rundell.

Summer Softball
Get ready for St. Andrew Softball this summer! We will be playing Friday nights from
late April through August, and we are looking anyone (high school or older) who wants
to play, whether it’s just once in a while or every week. If you are interested in being on
the team, or if you have questions, contact Nick Rudzianski at rudzianski@yahoo.com.

Connection
Card Quotes
I see God’s spirit in the care
and love of Margaret and
Bev. I’m so blessed to see
their smiling faces each
week.

Gifts, service, activities:
No gift is more important
than another.

Lifting up everyone here today
for the joy and love I feel
expressed in their presence.
Thank you!

Library News
The St. Andrew Library will be having a
book sale on Sunday, April 17 from 9:30
am to 12:30 pm. Due to limited space to
store the books, please do not bring any
donated books before Thursday,
April 14. Thank you!

St. Andrew
Booksale
April 17
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Administration
Hey, Check It Out!
Saint Andrew Presbyterian Church is Introducing KidCheck!
Our Children’s Ministry Team and Family Ministry Team recently decided to introduce a new way
to ensure the safety of children at Saint Andrew. We believe that there is nothing more important
than the safety and security of your children.
That’s why we’ve chosen KidCheck to bring you the best check-in experience and to allow us to
partner with you to keep your children safe.
We have always planned to have an easy, computer-based, check-in system in place to create a
safe, welcoming environment (especially for our guests!) in the new Camp Cardinal church. With
the transition to an interim church home, we thought it would be good to introduce KidCheck now
so that we will be operating smoothly when we reach our new church home on Gathering Place
Lane.
We will go live with KidCheck on April 17. But we need your help!! KidCheck is a very fast and
easy check-in system to use, but it absolutely works best if you have created your account before
Pastor Kyle & Pastor Matt
you come to church. It is very easy to do and only takes a few minutes. Over the next couple of
weeks you are also welcome to try out the system when you bring your child to Sunday School,
*spark*, or other children’s program. If you try out the new system before April 17, you get a nice name tag!
To quickly set up your KidCheck account, open up your web browser and go to
go.kidcheck.com. Once you get there, simply select “Create Your KidCheck Account,”
and follow the easy on-screen prompts.*
You can create your account from the comfort of home; it’s simple and will only take a
few minutes. Creating your account prior to April 17 will help us have a smooth
transition and helps your first check-in go more quickly so you can get on your way.
Once you’ve created your account, you will simply use your 10 digit phone number to check-in!! It’s that easy. So (Kid)Check us out!
* Alternatively, you can download the KidCheck Mobile Check-In app from the App Store or Google Play Store to create, manage, and
update your account right on your phone.

Transition Team Timeline
March

April



Obtain storage units as needed



Staff, ministries, & teams continue
to review items needed during
interim, items to store for use at
Camp Cardinal, and items not
needed



Get leader(s) for garage sale(s)



Continue collecting/packing boxes &
wrap; pack items as they become
clear to be stored

3: Journey Count Down between
services during the Christian Education
time
10: Afternoon work crew to get together
in the south part of Fellowship Hall to
gather the known items for the garage
sale
10-16: Each group take a few minutes to
talk about items from their area that are
going into the garage sale, and if they
think of additional items, take them to
Fellowship Hall

15: Set up for Garage Sale
16: First Garage Sale (8 am—Noon)

May
1: All church packing party—with
Fellowship Team providing food
2-21: Schedule other work times for final
packing, loading, & additional
Garage Sale if needed
23: Finalize packing & loading, last walk
through
29: Last worship at 1300 Melrose
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Children, Youth, & Families
CPR/First Aid
A course to become
certified in CPR and
First Aid will be
offered this spring
for church members
and friends. The first
part of the course is
offered online and
takes about 2½ hours to complete. The
second part of the course is an in-person
session where a trainer checks the skills
learned online. The end result is
certification in pediatric and adult CPR
and First Aid. The online course will be
offered between April 1 and 16. The
in-person training is the afternoon
of Sunday, April 17. The church will cover
the cost for those who volunteer in
ministries for children and youth. The cost
is $44 for others who want to become
certified.
Talk to Heather
(hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org) to sign up
for the online course in April.

Spring Events

Cantate Choristers
Present:

Sunday, April 3, 9:45 am: Cross+Roads
Sunday School: Journey Count Down
Tuesday, April 26, 6:00 pm: *spark*
year-end family potluck. Church members and friends of all ages are invited to
help us celebrate our great year. Bring a
generous dish to share.
Sunday, May 8: Last day of Sunday
School

A WAL K T H RO U G H

MARCH 22, 2016

Volunteer & participant registration
forms are available at the Welcome
Desk and can be downloaded from
our website.
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Cover Story
I Am a Life that is Changed

by Annie Potter; photos by Michelle Lamkins

If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you
for a drink, you would have asked him and he would
have given you living water. John 4:10
One day I heard our clerk of session, Becka Simpson, say, “I
don’t know the theme of the next women’s retreat, but the
words, ‘Dive in’ are on my mind.” The Samaritan woman’s
encounter with Jesus at the well began to call to me. After
reading this scripture passage, I asked myself, “How can I know
Jesus better, what is Living Water, and how do I lay my burdens
down to tell others about Jesus?” My daughter Libby said
“Mama,” (she calls me mama) “maybe you should pray about
planning the women’s retreat at St. Andrew this year.”
With her encouragement I began to pray about the possibility.
My prayers were filled with fear. “God,” I prayed, “I haven’t
worked outside the home in years, I haven’t taken on a project
like this in forever, and You know my struggles with mental
illness. What if I become solely responsible for this retreat?
Can I keep good mental health to see it through?”
One day I took a walk down Sunset Street, praying all the way
about my fear of taking on leadership of the women’s retreat.
Along the way, I stopped at a little lending library on the corner
at Sunset and Arbury Drive. Inside the small library I browsed
the books and discovered a picture book I recognized from my
days as a children’s librarian in Ohio. I used to read this story at
story times and the title is, (I kid you not) The Little Old Lady
Who Was Not Afraid of Anything. God was listening to me and
sending me a gentle nudge to start the conversation about the
retreat, soon to be named Come to the Well.
The March women’s retreat was a meaningful time. Three times
during the retreat John 4 was read aloud and six rooms were
filled with women in Bible study. Good food, uplifting music, and
a time of fellowship made for a unifying experience as we caught

up with our familiar friends and met new ones from other
churches as well. Our art historian shared her own faith as she
gave insights into paintings of the Samaritan woman’s encounter
at the well. We were blessed by a sacred dramatization of a
woman who “knew” the Samaritan woman, and as our time of
worship came to a close, we shared Communion.
The Come to the Well retreat took a year of prayerful planning
and depending on the Lord. He reminded me of many things:


Fellowship with other women who love and serve God is
vital to me for a closer walk with the Lord.



I am loved! In a year of discernment of leadership and gifts,
women said “yes” over and over again. I experienced the
support of these women and was uplifted by loving prayers
and affirmation.



Serving the Lord with my gifts and love enables me to show
gratitude, and say to God, “I love you too!”



And as I step out in faith, God gives me more faith through
His Living Water. He calls me to be in His Word, to seek
out other believers, to spend more time with Him, and to
believe…believe…believe in Christ’s resurrection power
that transforms!

For women who missed part or all of the retreat, be encouraged
in knowing that discernment has begun for future Come to the
Well women’s gatherings. Keep your heart open for Jesus’
Living Water, and dive in! And to all of the women who served
with me in making this retreat a reality I say, “Thank you for
giving to the Lord! I am a life that is changed.”
If you are interested in serving on the St. Andrew Come to the
Well women’s team, email Annie at potterbeat@gmail.com.
More photos can be found on page 11.
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Mission, Outreach, & Support
Iowa City MobilePack News
The
Iowa
City
MobilePack Event is set
to take place at the
Johnson
County
Fairgrounds on June
17th. The event is 1
DAY ONLY this year,
which means that
volunteer openings will
fill up extra fast. We will be opening up registration May 6 and
are looking for 750 volunteers as young as five.
Our fundraising of $33,000 has begun for this year’s event, and
we hope that you will consider supporting the project again. As
always, we need all hands on deck, and at $.22 a meal,
absolutely every penny counts! We will be packing 148,000
meals, and our planning team has already raised $2,190 to feed
an orphanage for a year, which Mission, Outreach, and Support
(MOS) has generously matched. We would love to raise another
$2,190 with your help to feed 3 orphanages this year!
A display has been set up in the Narthex with envelopes to
submit your donations. Envelopes can be turned into the office
or offering plate. Using an envelope helps ensure that they are
spotted and directed to our event, so we thank you in advance
for taking advantage of them. Watch the monthly Messenger for
updates in May and June to see where the challenge is at!
From the bottom of our hearts, many many thanks for four years
of continued support for this mission project. We couldn’t do it
without you! For more information, visit: www.icmobilepack.org
or email icmobilepack@gmail.com.
—The Iowa City MobilePack Planning Team

HFH Interfaith Build Dates
As we reported in the March
issue of the Messenger, St.
Andrew will be taking the lead
on a multi-church Habitat for
Humanity (HFH) faith build this
coming summer. Our session
has allocated $25,000 for the
build which will provide a home
for a family in need.
The Groundbreaking Ceremony
for this build will be held on
Sunday, April 10 at 1:00 on the
800 block of 7th Avenue in
Iowa City. Please plan on attending this important event that
launches just one more way St. Andrew members and friends
live into their purpose to be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s
love and serving as Christ served.

MOS January 2016 Consent Agenda Summary
1. Continuing support in the amount of $750 for the Geneva
Lecture Series. St. Andrew has served for a number of years as
one of the primary church co- sponsors, together with the
Christian Reformed Geneva Campus Ministry. The Lecture
Series brings noted Christian scholars to the University of Iowa
campus from across all academic disciplines with the emphasis
of sharing how one’s Christian faith serves to inform scholarship
in an academic discipline. St. Andrew is represented by a
member on the Lecture Series Board.
2. Support of St. Andrew’s “Lettuce Feed Others” outreach in the
amount of $1,000 ($2,000 evenly split between MOS and the
Men’s Fellowship) to cover costs of preparing and fencing a new
planting area for the St. Andrew gardening-for-others project on
our Camp Cardinal property. The current garden has been
overtaken by the building project and must be relocated in the
spring.

3. Continuing support for the ministry and personal needs of Rev.
Georges Cadet, Haiti, in the amount of $100/month for six
months, needs to be re- evaluated at that time. This represents
an extension of support, at reduced rate, over several years as
Georges completed seminary and planted a new church in the
plateau region of Haiti, near Bohoc. The Men’s Fellowship also
has been in partnership with Georges providing major funds for
land and building of the new church.
4. Information item: MOS reviews requests from individuals and
groups to fundraise in the St. Andrew narthex. A policy has been
developed, with major input from Heather Woodin, to ensure
equity and fairness specifically among those St. Andrew children
who are members of a Girl or Boy Scout troop offering cookies or
popcorn for sale.
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Financials
February 2016 General Fund
February

Year to Date

Annual Budget

Annual Budget
Percentage

Annual Budget
Difference

$56,115.48

$122,028.97

$812,500.00

15.02%

-$690,471.03

50.00

50.00

0.00

0.00%

50.00

647.21

1,350.40

0.00

0.00%

1,350.40

0.00

202.44

0.00

0.00%

202.44

56,812.69

123,631.81

812,500.00

15.22%

-688,868.19

LAND

$600.00

$1,355.00

$9,000.00

15.06%

-$7,645.00

BUILDING

4,554.64

8,010.50

49,552.00

16.17%

-41,541.50

UTILITIES

2,050.29

3,524.26

29,318.00

12.02%

-25,793.74

0.00

403.50

400.00

100.88%

3.50

VEHICLES

284.75

372.02

3,855.00

9.65%

-3,482.98

CHILDREN'S & FAMILY MIN

790.47

789.97

11,875.00

6.65%

-11,085.03

16.22

229.11

1,650.00

13.89%

-1,420.89

814.14

1,034.73

7,750.00

13.35%

-6,715.27

7,953.78

17,308.46

113,750.00

15.22%

-96,441.54

767.27

2,768.13

11,000.00

25.16%

-8,231.87

OFFICE EXPENSE

1,211.46

3,168.66

23,000.00

13.78%

-19,831.34

OPERATING EXPENSES

3,179.63

5,708.16

34,671.00

16.46%

-28,962.84

WORSHIP

586.64

2,022.69

3,126.00

64.71%

-1,103.31

YOUTH MINISTRIES

544.44

1,250.06

14,900.00

8.39%

-13,649.94

PERSONNEL

47,563.17

95,278.13

567,162.00

16.80%

-471,883.87

TOTAL EXPENSES

70,916.90

143,223.38

881,009.00

16.26%

-737,785.62

-$14,104.21

-$19,591.57

-$68,509.00

28.60%

$48,917.43

INCOME
BUDGET INCOME
PLEDGES & IDENTIFIED GIFT
FACILITIES/OFFICE INCOME
INVESTMENT INCOME
MISCELLANEOUS INCOME
TOTAL INCOME
EXPENSES

EQUIPMENT, F & F

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
MINISTRIES & MEMBERSHIP
MISSION
MUSIC

EXCESS INCOME\EXPENSES

Per Capita

Synod
16%
General
Assembly
22%

Presbytery of
East Iowa
62%

Per capita funding is how Presbyterians
mutually share the costs of coming
together to discern the Spirit’s leading for
the future. The total per capita amount for
2016 is $33. The breakdown is as follows:
$20.63 Presbytery; $7.12 General
Assembly; $5.25 Synod
Pl ease r emi t $ 33 f o r e v e r y
confirmed member in your family. Thank
you.

To be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love, serving as Christ served.
8 Messenger | April 2016

Capital Campaign
by Christina Donelson for the Capital Campaign Leadership Team

We write you from a beautiful place, one where we imagine the
approach to our new church building. In our mind’s eye, we see
the cross visible from far back on the road. We see natural
spaces that change with the seasons. We see busy shadows of
children singing and hear the vibrating pipes of the organ.
Three years ago we started the Our Journey with Christ capital
campaign. That journey came with uncertainties and
challenges. Since then we have made progress, building
essential infrastructure and completing our pledges. But the
journey is not yet over.
The theme for our next three year capital campaign is With our
Eyes on Christ: Gathering, Growing . . . Serving Together. The
financial goal of the campaign is to sustain the funding of our
current building project. More importantly, the spiritual goal of the
campaign is to bind us together in shared vision. Our church
members are passionate, talented, faithful people of all
ages. We have strong ministries in music, children's and youth
programming, and mission outreach. Expanding these ministries
inspired our decision to build a bigger church on the Camp
Cardinal property.
As campaign members, we care deeply about growing faith and
serving others. Please review the campaign calendar below. We
designed the events to offer something for everyone. We expect
to find Christ in the faces of our friends, our community, and our
fellow church members. We want to hear your questions, your
stories, your challenges. We invite everyone to focus their “eyes
on Christ”.

April 28, 29, & 30
Days of Prayer
This all-church event guides us to pray together in small groups
or other ministry teams. We expect to have 24 hours of prayer
spread out over three days, each hour hosted by a different small
group or ministry in the church. That means we need a LOT of
people ready to pray for our church and our church
members. We will use silent prayers, whisper prayers, singing
prayers, and more. We really do want to have fun with everyone
praying together.
May 1, 8 , & 15
Challenge and Commitment
During this time, Pastor Matt will lead a sermon series about
keeping our eyes on Christ as we follow God’s lead in life. Together, we will explore the question of “What is God calling me to
do?” at this all-important time in the life of St. Andrew. Detailed
information about the campaign will be available in the Narthex
on May 1, and leadership commitments will be announced one
week later. On May 15 we will present our pledges and receive
the First Fruits Offering.

April 10, 17, & 24
Storytelling Workshop in Adult Education
Please join us for one or more Sundays during Adult
Education. We will be celebrating where we are as a church with
a storytelling workshop. The first two Sundays start with a writing
exercise and sharing our stories of faith in groups of twos or
threes. The youth from confirmation and senior
high Sunday school are joining us, so there should be lots of
energy. On the final Sunday, we hope to present selected stories
in a large group setting and perhaps include a “before and after”
photo display.
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Caring Ministries
Access & Inclusive Mission
St. Andrew will be hosting an informal
interdenominational gathering for all religious
communities on Saturday, April 30 from 9:00
am to 10:30 am in Fellowship Hall.
The purpose of the gathering is to continue
the conversation inspired by the Rev. Dr.
Timothy Little at our October workshop.
Please feel free to join us! Unfortunately, Dr. Little will not be able to join us this time,
but we hope to move forward with his vision so that:






All are welcomed into the fellowship of God’s community,
We can become aware of the unique needs of persons with disabilities,
We can break down the barriers,
And celebrate the unique gifts of all persons.

Guatemala 2016

Operation
Backpack
by Katie Pigge
St. Andrew
has been
housing
O pe r at io n
Backpack
for
two
years now.
Currently,
Horn, Weber and Borlaug schools are
served. Christ the King Lutheran Church at
325 Mormon Trek Blvd. will house Operation
Backpack for Horn during our transition time.
We are working to see if they will cover
Weber and Borlaug as well. Thanks to
everyone who donates to Operation
Backpack – whether through time to pack
the bags or through donations of food. If you
want to be added to the volunteer list, call or
text Katie at 319/594.2257.

Sixteen St. Andrew missionaries left for Guatemala on March 12. When they
arrived at their destination just two days later, they dug right in. Members of the
group sorted and organized donations and supplies, worked on an ongoing
construction project, and assisted with the medical clinic at the Happy
Tummies project. The team arrived home safely and has lots of stories to share.
Please keep praying for Impacto and the people they serve.
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Relationships
More Photos from Women’s Retreat

Women’s Catered
Supper
Save the date,
May 10, for
the
Women’s
Catered
Supper. All
women are
invited.
Details to
follow soon in the
Mini-Messenger, the
May Messenger, on our
website, and on our Facebook page.
If you have questions, contact Ruth
Dane at 319/330.8953.

Spring 2016
Small Groups
Spring GroupMester begins Sunday, April 3
and ends Saturday, June 4. Questions?
Contact
Pastor
Kyle
at
kotterbein@saintandrew-ic.org.

photos by Michelle Lamkins

One Spirit Membership Class
Not a Member Yet?
Perhaps you have been a part of the life
of St. Andrew but are not yet a member.
Did you know that people who are not
members of St. Andrew are welcome to
participate in all the ministries and
mission activity of St. Andrew? Nonmembers can worship, serve, participate
in Sunday School, present their children for baptism, receive communion, and in
other ways continue to grow in discipleship at St. Andrew. However, "Active
Membership" (which is what the Presbyterian Church call
membership) may still be an important step for you to pursue. Some people
wrestle with whether or not they truly belong unless they are Active Members.
Professing your Christian faith before the congregation in worship is a significant
way to share and grow in discipleship. It certainly helps others in the congregation
to recognize and know you as "part of the body of Christ" at St. Andrew.
Join us for One Spirit
If you would like to know more about becoming an Active Member, we invite you
to join us for our 2-step One Spirit gatherings. Our next gatherings will take place
April 17 and 24. At the first gathering you will have an opportunity to learn more
about the mission and ministry of St. Andrew. At the second meeting you will
meet with a number of our elders and be welcomed as an active member of St.
Andrew. If you want to be a part of a One Spirit meeting, contact Sarah Dyck,
our office manager, at 319/338.7523, or Pastor Kyle at
kotterbein@saintandrew-ic.org.
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Staff
Pastors
Rev. Dr. Matt Paul, Pastor/Head of Staff
Rev. Kyle Otterbein, Associate Pastor

mpaul@saintandrew-ic.org
kotterbein@saintandrew-ic.org

Office
Rebecca Schuchert, Finance Admin.
Sarah Dyck, Office & Comm. Admin.
Karen Wieting, Ministry Assistant

rschuchert@saintandrew-ic.org
sdyck@saintandrew-ic.org
kwieting@saintandrew-ic.org

Children, Youth, & Families
Randy Hausler, Director of Youth Ministries
Heather Woodin, Director of Children’s
& Family Ministries
Jasia Standley, Lead Nursery Caregiver

rhausler@saintandrew-ic.org
hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org
jasia.standley@gmail.com

Music
Matthew Penning, Director of Music Min.
Kristen DeGrazia, Assistant Director of
Children’s & Youth Music
Lee Rabe, Assist. Dir. of Instrumental Min.

mpenning@saintandrew-ic.org
kdegrazia@saintandrew-ic.org
lmrabe@aol.com

 If you would like to start/stop receiving the
Messenger electronically, please email the church
office. Allow one week to process your request.
Our purpose is to be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love
and serving as Christ served.

Worship Times: 8:30 am + 11:00 am
Sunday School: 9:45 am
1300 Melrose Avenue, Iowa City, IA 52246
www.saintandrew-ic.org
office@saintandrew-ic.org
319/338.7523
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