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I don’t watch a lot of tv., if I can help it. I’m seldom le% 

with a feeling of being encouraged, enlightened or in-

spired. However, recently I had worked hard all day and 

found myself mel�ng into the sofa with the remote in 

my hand, scanning for a channel that would entertain 

me while I let my body rest. One of my weaknesses is 

ge*ng pulled into the many forensic programs out there 

that tell a crime story and how the inves�ga�on evolves. 

I am fascinated by the science of each case and how a 

single hair or fiber can lead to the arrest of a perpetra-

tor. So here I was, in the t.v. vacuum, as the story un-

folded of a horrific crime. Thanks to security cameras 

and smart detec�ves, three individuals were taken into 

custody. Each one blamed the others for the despicable 

crime and all three ended up in prison. As I watched the 

story I kept wondering how any human could have such 

a lack of conscience, without an ounce of accountability. 

An innocent man was brutally killed over an ATM card. 

The story stayed with me as I was reminded of the evil 

among us. I pondered what elements foster the criminal 

mind; one that only thinks of self and has no regard for 

the lives of others. 

Pastor Chip responded to my email asking for scripture 

on our theme of “Taking Responsibility for Your Ac�ons.” 

I read each verse and instantly felt convicted. I could 

never commit the heinous acts that I see in the stories of 

forensic t.v. shows, but I am guilty of not always behav-

ing as I believe. In Romans 12:9-21 Paul says many things 

about living as redeemed people in a fallen world. He 

says to “run from evil…never take revenge…bless our 

enemies.” He wants us to do things in a way that every-

one can see we are honorable. “Do all that you can to 

live in peace with everyone,” he stresses.  We each have 

gi%s that the Lord has blessed us with such as teaching, 

encouraging, leading, and giving. These gi%s are meant 

for us to use while gladly serving others. We’re called to 

take our responsibili�es seriously. I personally need to 

step up to the plate more and examine how the Lord is 

calling me to serve others.  

In Ma�hew 25:31-46, the text is in red. Jesus himself is 

telling us what he expects and what’s going to go down 

if we don’t follow through. If we don’t feed the hungry, 

give a drink to the thirsty, clothe the naked, show hospi-

tality to a stranger, care for the sick and visit the prison-

er, our day will come when we will be held accountable. 

Those who have been faithful will inherit the kingdom 

and those who have disobeyed his commands will be 

rejected and suffer “eternal punishment.” That puts us 

all in a quandary as we read this serious warning. If we 

want to live with Christ in eternity then we must decide 

if we believe what scripture says. If we choose to be-

lieve, then we’re expected to follow his commands.  

So go forth and be responsible by controlling your 

tongue, be humble, show mercy and kindness, make 

allowance for each other’s faults and forgive anyone 

who offends you, as the Lord has forgiven you. Don’t 

quarrel about pe�y things and waste �me on useless 

arguments that divide people. Instead turn discussions 

back to a helpful direc�on or politely excuse yourself. 

The world will always challenge us but we must prac�ce 

what we believe and pray hard when we don’t have the 

strength to do it on our own.  
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What are we to do and how are we to do it? Amidst the rising and se�ng of the sun each day, 

alongside the doe signaling her white flag in the meadow, and as the earth tremors under its 

own weight… we are part of it. 

 

God gives us “free will” with the purpose of our ac!vely choosing to give up this free will in 

order to choose His Will for our lives instead. I have been contempla!ng this irony. A primary 

responsibility for us as Chris!ans is to discern God’s Will and to give it authority over our 

personal desires and objec!ves. Also ironic is the condi!on that we now exist where the 

“truth” of the world coexists with God’s Truth. Again, we have the necessary work of 

discernment as we seek the Bible and its enlightenment. The work of discerning both God’s 

Will and Truth (and behaving accordingly) are not easy concepts. There seems to be a 

disturbing amount of room for misinterpreta!on and failure on our part. So when I am 

considering this, I have to believe that part of God’s intent is that we rise up and conquer our 

fears through the Love of Christ, the direc!on and/or redirec!on of His Will, and the 

empowerment of the Truth. 

 

Have you ever thought: How much easier things were when I was young…! As !me goes on 

and as we grow into our ability to handle more complex ideas and experiences, we also get 

really good at over-complica!ng our lives. We o4en over-work, over-think, and over-do. There 

is a reason why children hold a special place in Biblical teaching as Jesus tells us to come to 

him “like children”. As a teacher who uses the literary conven!ons of the simile, metaphor, 

and anecdote, I can certainly appreciate the way Jesus is appealing to his people in Ma7hew 

18:3 when he states: “Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and become like children, you will 

never enter the kingdom of heaven.” There is a strong warning here that we are to con!nue to 

hold on to the basics and not get tangled up in complex rhetoric as we grow in our faith. So 

let’s remember for a moment what it means to come to Jesus like a child… 

 

One of the first songs most of us learn as children is: “Jesus Loves Me”. This is such an 

important first step, to accept the Love (through the sacrifice of Christ) as both the reason for 

and purpose for life. We are inspired, encouraged, disciplined, forgiven, and ul!mately saved 

by this Love. God’s gi4 of Grace is Love. If the Love is truly accepted, then there will be a 

response on our part. Our response to this Love will tes!fy to who our Lord is. Having Lord as 

(Continued on page 4) 

Love, Will, and Truth of God 
by: Maria Pierpont 



CONGRATULATIONS AND BLESSINGS TO:CONGRATULATIONS AND BLESSINGS TO:CONGRATULATIONS AND BLESSINGS TO:CONGRATULATIONS AND BLESSINGS TO:    
 

♦ Kaycee Deckinga on her re-baptism, August 7th in 
Walloon Lake. 

♦ Laura (Potter) and Eric Migda on the birth of their 
son, Aksel Le.  Proud grandparents are Larry and 
Peggy Potter and great grandma, Anah Potter. 

♦ Samantha Ferree (sister of Sarah Polleys) on the 
birth of her son, Lincoln Thomas. 

♦ Mark and Tayrn (Drost) Yager of Farragut, 
Tennessee on the birth of their son, Mac Bradley.  
Proud grandparents are Chris and Danya Drost. 

♦ Maurice and Mary Seaman on the celebration of their Golden Wedding Anniversary, 
August 20th. 

♦ Bruce and Joanne Deckinga on the celebration of their Golden Wedding Anniversary, 
September 3. 

♦ Don and Marcia Trimper as they celebrate 58 years of marriage. 

♦ Dave and Marion Rogers as they celebrate 66 years of marriage. 

SYMPATHY AND PRAYERS TO:SYMPATHY AND PRAYERS TO:SYMPATHY AND PRAYERS TO:SYMPATHY AND PRAYERS TO:    

♦ Jerry Dohm and Barb Miller families on the passing of their mother, Jean Dohm. 

♦ Bill Meengs and family on the passing of Bill’s brother, Dan. 

♦ Barney Way and Sandy Boss families on the passing of their mother, Joan 

Elizabeth. 

PAGE 3 

Submitted by Mary Seaman   

IN TOUCH 



PAGE 4 IN TOUCH 

Lord and valuing our infinite spirit as the 

“self” and our finite body as the “vehicle” 

takes away any reason to fear the world.  

 

The next song that comes to my mind is: 

“This Li7le Light of Mine.” This song teaches 

us that, as Chris!ans, we bravely stand like 

li7le lights in a big dark world and tes!fy to 

the Truth that the Bible proclaims. We are 

not called to protect and selfishly enjoy our 

“self” by “hiding under a bushel”…and if we 

are “hiding” because we are afraid of the 

Gospel or are somehow ashamed of it, then 

we need to go back to step one: true 

acceptance of the Love of God and 

placement of Lord as Lord. The Bible is clear 

in it’s commandments: Love God and Love 

your neighbor. It’s surely God’s Will that we 

live life in rela!onship and that whomever 

we are in company with, at any given !me, 

comes before our self. Staying hidden 

doesn’t further our self and it doesn’t 

further the Kingdom, so any perceived 

temporary gains have eternal consequences. 

Was!ng !me is dangerous. We are, with 

braveness and boldness, to step out and BE 

the light. Our “self” will surely grow and be 

enjoyed through the ac!ve service (and 

sacrifice) of loving. 

 

Lastly, I do believe there is something 

s!rring in the hearts of those around me in 

which the very turbulence of our !mes bears 

witness. It is, as Frederick Buchner states in 

The Hungering Dark, “as if the moral and 

spiritual struggle that has always gone on 

privately in the consciences of the 

conscien!ous has exploded into the open 

with force enough to shake history itself no 

less than our private inner histories.” Maybe 

this struggle will tear us to pieces, maybe it 

is too late in coming, but I believe there are 

many in the world who are realizing that we 

need to return to the earliest principles and 

disciplines of being a Chris!an. The 10 

Commandments and some of our forma!ve 

Sunday School teachings need to be revisited 

and taken seriously. Clear-cut lines of right 

and wrong are the bedrock of any civiliza!on 

and God has done the work of defining these 

lines for us in His inspired Word. It is 

paramount that we clearly relay this Truth to 

our children. 

 

So what are we to do and how are we to do 

it? In this world—with all its swirling mist of 

beauty, its barbed patches of terror, its 

soaking joy of laughter, and its consuming 

weight of grief—we are, like growing 

children, to accept the Love of God, carefully 

discern His Will and Truth for our lives, and 

behave accordingly. 
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ENRICHING YOUR MARRIAGEENRICHING YOUR MARRIAGEENRICHING YOUR MARRIAGEENRICHING YOUR MARRIAGE    
----Submi�ed by the Marriage Enrichment Team 

Split Vision Split Vision Split Vision Split Vision     

“A wise man’s heart guides his mouth.” 

Proverbs 16:23 

Isn’t it curious how in the midst of a 

nasty family argument we can shake our 

bad mood the instant the telephone 

rings or a neighbor knocks on the door? 

Have you ever been brought up short by 

a small voice ques�oning such a sudden 

turn to peaches and cream a%er twenty 

minutes of fire and brimstone? 

Some�mes we treat those we love the 

worst, and kids are quick to recognize 

this hypocrisy. 

Mark HaHield, a long�me senator from 

Oregon and the father of four, said his 

wife once stung him by saying, “I just 

wish you were as pa�ent with your 

children as you are with your 

cons�tuents.” He isn’t alone. We’re all 

guilty at �mes of what might be called 

“split vision”— trea�ng acquaintances 

with forbearance while losing pa�ence or 

even heaping contempt on those under 

our own roof. We assume the worst. We 

pounce on every shortcoming. We never 

miss an opportunity to harangue. In the 

process, we wound the people we care 

about most. 

It’s �me we cut one another a li�le slack 

at home. If we say our spouses, children, 

and parents are the most significant 

people in our lives, we can prove it by 

showing them the same kindnesses we 

would bestow on our most honored 

guests. 

Just between us…Just between us…Just between us…Just between us…    

• Are we as pa�ent with each other at 

home as we are with guests and 

strangers? 

• Why do you think we can be so hard 

on each other? 

• How can we encourage each other to 

avoid this kind of “split vision”? 

 

Father, open our eyes to see one another 

the way You do. Forgive us for the 

laziness and selfishness that so easily 

sour our family rela�onships. Help us 

guard our words and ac�ons so that we 

may be pleasing in Your sight. Amen. 

(Devo�onal taken from Night Light For Couples, 

by Dr. James & Shirley Dobson.) 
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There are a few phrases that I have heard that have stuck with me throughout my life.  One 

phrase from long ago when I was much younger and thought I had a lot of life figured out, 

came from  Nathan Boss commen�ng that as he got older, he found he had a lot of “yousta’s.”  

I’m not sure how exactly to spell that but I do love the colloquial sound of that poten�al word!  

(the formal term would be “used to” of course)  Examples of “youstas” are:  “I ‘yousta’ think…” 

this or that.   

I yousta think that if I did a, b, and c, then the predictable outcome would happen in my life.  I 

yousta think that the way people looked or talked was something I could judge.  I yousta think 

raising my kids was the best thing ever and didn’t really think about when they grew up and 

didn’t need me so much anymore (to feed and clothe and make decisions for them).  The 

examples can go on and on.   Life only keeps changing and I am learning I can savor moments 

but I can’t grasp them �ghtly enough to stay in any moment forever. 

This past year has been a year of many changes.  We moved to a smaller house and I learned to 

let go of a lot of things.  It’s actually quite freeing to realize that I don’t NEED much.  We also 

have been a year without a private prac�ce of optometry and began in January to teach/

oversee optometry students at the Ferris Eye Clinic one day a week, and have enjoyed working 

with students.  We heard about an opportunity to work overseas with a vision ins�tute out of 

Australia, the Brien Holden Vision Ins�tute.  Both of our kids are in medical school and we 

aren’t grandparents yet, so we figured this is a good �me for an adventure.  We applied, and in 

early July we were sent contracts!   

We will be in Ho Chi Minh City (historically called Saigon) from Oct. 15 through July 15, 2017.  

We are leaving October 1!  We will be lecturing and teaching optometry clinic in a developing 

optometry school (established in 2014) in the Pham Ngoc Thach University of Medicine.  

Vietnam is a country of 90 million people and there are only 9 optometrists in the country.  I 

tried to find sta�s�cs in the US and came up with 34,800 optometrists for our popula�on of 

319 million, if I’m close to accurate.  So Vietnam is quite underserved!  A statement on the 

Brien Holden Vision Ins�tute website asserts that the leading cause of vision loss is simply 

uncorrected refrac�ve error, yet it is the most avoidable cause.  It brings to mind the saying 

that it’s be�er to teach a man to fish than just give him a fish.  This program trains locals to care 

(Continued on page 9) 

Some thoughts on life…and our Vietnam Adventure! 
By Kim Molter 



PAGE 7 IN TOUCH 

“My life has been a beau�ful kind of 

broken.”  In Filthy Fishermen, Luke Holter 

shares his personal story as a prodigal son—

broken, lost, guilt-ridden; he tells of his 

struggles with pain, sorrow, shame 

and regret.  Growing up, Luke had 

cer�fied learning disabili�es and 

ADHD; he had lost friends, had been 

hurt by family and had extremely 

low self-esteem.  Feeling worthless, 

Luke embarked on a seven-year 

journey of running from and openly 

rebelling against God.  However, the 

“real” story is one of grace, 

forgiveness, redemp�on and hope.  

Through the uncondi�onal love of his 

parents, divine interven�on, and the prayers 

of caring Chris�ans, Luke found his way back 

to God and his des�ny.   

While the first half of the book is devoted to 

a prodigal’s story, part two is en�tled “Love 

Like a Hurricane.”  Luke draws a beau�ful 

portrait of who God is, including the 

transforma�ve nature of His love.  “God’s 

love like a hurricane can truly take the most 

wretched sinners and make us into 

righteous sons and daughters of God.”  Luke 

describes “Abba Father,” (Daddy 

God) as a hands-on Father with a 

heart of gladness, a father who 

delights in us and never gives up on 

us.  According to Luke, we must 

catch the “the rhythm of His 

heartbeat” in order to serve others 

with love.  “His love enables us to 

work from love, rather than working 

for love.”  

Challenging, inspiring, encouraging—Filthy 

Fishermen contains a powerful message of 

God’s love and redeeming grace. 

(Luke Holter is senior director of Prophe�c Sheep 

Ministries and founder of the Samuel Ins�tute.) 

      

 ----Submi�ed by Mary Seaman 

FILTHY FISHERMEN 
How God Uses Weakness for His Glory 

By Luke Holter 
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CONSISTORY NEWS HIGHLIGHTSCONSISTORY NEWS HIGHLIGHTSCONSISTORY NEWS HIGHLIGHTSCONSISTORY NEWS HIGHLIGHTS    

FOCUS AREAS:FOCUS AREAS:FOCUS AREAS:FOCUS AREAS:    

1. Consistory shared their Scripture/Prayer Plan devo�onal experiences and how the plan applies to 

their lives.  Pastor Chip encouraged Consistory to give their word: to step forward with a 

commitment to prayer and to consider what it means as leaders to make this a priority in their 

lives and in the church.  Ted presented a six-week Ezra/Nehemiah Study and Prayer Plan for the 

�me leading up to the vote for the expansion program.  Then, Consistory engaged in corporate 

prayer. 

2. Kris provided an update on restructuring the Imagine (Communica�ons) Team.  Members of the 

team are:  Kris Way (chairperson), Jeremy DeYoung, Gail Cherry, Chris Maki, Karen Bakker, Karlee 

Philps, Tim McClure, Alan and Chris Leese.  They had their first mee�ng and made some progress; 

however, Kris asked Consistory to be in prayer that �me and commitment will be a priority in light 

of current reali�es. 

3. Pastor Chip reminded Consistory of the representa�ves assigned to Ministry Teams.  Reps from 

Consistory are to connect with team leaders consistently, at least once and preferably twice a year, 

to determine (1) how things are going, (2) whether there is anything the team would like to have 

shared with the Consistory, and (3) whether there is something needed from the Consistory.  Also, 

reps are to commit to praying for the respec�ve ministry teams. 

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS:ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS:ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS:ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS:    

Pastor Chip gave an update on Execu�ve Commi�ee ac�on regarding the search teams’ efforts to 

secure the right person to fill the Director of Children’s Ministry posi�on when Gail Cherry re�res.  He 

recognized, as well, that Gail has generously offered to stay un�l the new person is in place. 

MINISTRY TEAM REPORTS and MINISTRY SUPPORT GROUP REPORTS:MINISTRY TEAM REPORTS and MINISTRY SUPPORT GROUP REPORTS:MINISTRY TEAM REPORTS and MINISTRY SUPPORT GROUP REPORTS:MINISTRY TEAM REPORTS and MINISTRY SUPPORT GROUP REPORTS:    

Consistory received and reviewed reports from Spiritual Forma�on (including the Fall class 

opportuni�es and offerings a�achment), Youth Ministry, Children’s Ministry, and Worship Reports. 

VISITATION PLAN;VISITATION PLAN;VISITATION PLAN;VISITATION PLAN;    

Pastor Chip updated Consistory on the elders’ decision to move forward with renewal of the Visita�on 

Plan, which will be by invita�on and a sign-up process.  Pastor Chip will communicate this informa�on 

to the congrega�on. 

At the outset, only current Consistory members will be able to par�cipate.   

                ----Informa�on provided by Pastor Chip 



for their people.  

I’m excited and nervous about our new adventure.  We both like travel and mee�ng new 

people (people are people everywhere) and trying new foods (!).  I’ve never lectured formally 

but love teaching people about things.  We are provided with lecture materials so I do believe I 

myself will be studying late into the night before some lectures; one forgets a lot of details 30 

years a%er learning about a topic!  The students are required to speak English but we are trying 

to pick up some Vietnamese (yes, no, please, thank you at the very least).  I have cemented in 

my memory the word for “dog meat” (“thit cho”) so I won’t be ordering that from a menu! 

Our new city has a popula�on of over 7 million people.  A bit bigger than Charlevoix!  We hear 

it’s treacherous to cross the street with motorbikes everywhere.  The currency is the 

Vietnamese dong and $1 US dollar is 22,000 dong!  The largest bill is 500,000 VND which is $22.  

They also have a 500 VND note which is 2 cents US.  Bob read somewhere that some�mes one 

is given a piece of candy for change instead of a 500 VND note.  We’ve also heard that lunch on 

the street costs about $2.  The weather is between 85 and 90 degrees year-round, and humid.  

The wet season is May-October so we’ll be coming in as the dry season is arriving.  We have 

some ideas on apartments but hope to stay in a hotel the first few nights so we can check them 

out and the neighborhoods in person instead of only seeing online photos.     

As you can see, we’ve been doing lots of reading to learn a li�le about what to expect.  I know it 

will be a year of growth and learning.  It will increase my faith and my prayer life:  “Dear Lord, 

please get me through this day!”  I have started a blog to document some of what’s sure to 

teach and amaze us, if anyone would be interested in following:  

moltervietnamadventure.blogspot.com.  I would welcome prayers for our safety.  We’ll see you 

all next summer! 

 

 

"Lạy Chúa , xin hãy làm cho tôi qua ngày hôm nay!"  
“Dear Lord, please get me through this day!” 

(Continued from page 6) 
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Faith and works. This is something we have 

struggled with throughout the history of the 

Chris!an Church.  It seems that these two 

ideals seem to collide rather than work 

within one another.  We o4en act like it is 

one or the other, maybe even switching 

back and forth about it.  For whatever 

reason our lives reflect one 

of these ideals as higher than 

the other.  I am sure you 

know people in your life who 

do this.  I do it.  You do it.  

The problem with holding 

one over the other is we lose 

balance.  When we lose 

balance within these ideals 

we see our lives lose 

balance.  

I can’t help but be reminded of how o4en I 

have asked God to take away something in 

my life that was causing me anxiety.  The 

prayers that would come from these !mes 

usually sounded something like, “Lord, I 

need you. Please take _____ (Fill in the 

blank) from me. I will do whatever it is you 

ask me to do, but please take it away.  Help 

me see what it is I need to see. Please God 

help!”  It isn’t !ll I get clarity that I end up 

not holding my end of the bargain up.  Paul 

tells us this powerful statement in 

Philippians 4:13: “I can do all this through 

him who gives me strength.” What a 

promise! My end of the bargain is to get to 

work.  To take responsibility to live into the 

calling God has placed upon my life.  

I am reminded of how o4en we don’t do 

this. I think about how our young people are 

encouraged to not be responsible, or how 

we don’t want to be held 

responsible ourselves.  We 

may blame teachers, 

coaches or even bosses, 

coworkers or spouses far too 

o4en for the things we need 

to be responsible for.  How 

o4en do I do this in my own 

life?  

We need to know and 

experience the goodness of 

God and his presence before we are able to 

properly take responsibility for anything.  

Paul reminds us in 2 Corinthians 6:1: "I will 

be a Father to you, and you will be my sons 

and daughters, says the Lord Almighty."  

Like the best a Father could be we are to 

trust in God and know he is faithful to his 

children.  Once we know this we are to take 

up that son or daughter ship and live into it.  

 

BELIEVE AND BEHAVE: TAKE RESPONSIBILITY 
Submi7ed by Pastor Ted Polleys 
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Safe Haven Updates 

 

Community Games & Grub (a Safe Haven Ministry) 

‘Games and Grub’ our 8 week ministry to the children at Pine Cove apartments, 

was a HUGE success.  Each Wednesday we would drive in with our trailer 

(thanks Doug Nitchman).  Unload a basketball hoop, corn hole, ladder game, jump ropes and 

much more.  Each week usually involved a water balloon fight and lots of music.  We grilled 

hot dogs, and gave them cookies, chips, orange juice, fruit etc.  Then before they went home 

each child received a bag of groceries.  Each week it contained different things:  tuna, peanut 

bu7er, crackers, cheese s!cks, gogurt, snacks, pudding, soup, beans, milk, granola, and more.  

Manna was a huge help with us ge�ng the food so we could afford it and a generous gi4 from 

a donor for local outreach.  Each week we gave away 22 – 30 bags of food.  Our last week on 

August 24
th
 we gave away over 30 bogs of school supplies, thanks to your generosity. 

The rela!onships that were developed are long las!ng, Stephens Ministry is being involved, 

and our volunteers were great and loving on the kids and parents.   

A HUGE thank you to all of you who made this ministry possible, baggers on Tuesday night, 

servers on Wednesday s, game players, trailer pullers, grillers, families you came to play and 

build rela!onships, far too many to name.  THANK YOU – THANK YOU – THANK YOU 

Stay tuned to what is coming next! 

Games ‘N GrubGames ‘N GrubGames ‘N GrubGames ‘N Grub will con�nue throughout the fall on a trial basis. We  want to con�nue the 

rela�onships that we have started, so our plan is to go to Pine Cove the 3
rd

 Saturday of 

the month from 11:30 - 1:00 p.m., make lunch and play games.  Since the kids are back 

in school and ge*ng their weekend food from them we will not distribute bags of food.  

Our first Saturday will be September 17th.  Watch for sign-ups at the informa�on center 

as we are s�ll working out the details. 
(Continued on page 12) 
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 Update on Helping Hands Mini ry (A Safe Haven Ministry) 

by Nancy VanRoekel

 

It’s been two years since Jill Eakes and I 

began the Helping Hands Ministry. The 

purpose o this new ministry was to reach out 

to those facing a crisis situa!on who needed 

temporary assistance with meals or a ride to 

an appointment. We offered this to anyone 

who a7ended Community Reformed Church or to those who had a rela!onship with 

a CRC a7endee (a friend, co-worker or neighbor). We had hoped to be a “safety 

net” for people who didn’t have family members to help them or who had already 

tapped out the resources their small group, community and family could provide.  

In the fall of 2014, we had many people volunteer to help us get the ministry going. 

We had a total of 31 people give us their names to either fix meals or to provide 

rides. Because we were established to be used only in a crisis situa!on, there are 

some months when we have had no calls. To date we have filled 56 requests, most 

of which were meals. In January, 2016, we scrapped the original lists of volunteers 

and asked interested par!es to sign up again. We now have 10 names of people 

who’ve offered to make meals and 6 people who would give rides. 

A4er opera!ng for two years, Jan Boss and I have decided it’s !me to reassess the 

program and make some adjustments. First we’d like to make it easier to contact 

us. Currently Helping Hands Ministry is reached at 231 675-2868 but we have been 

told it would be easier if people in need were able to just call the church office and 

use a certain extension to leave a request message for this ministry. We are now 

(Continued from page 11) 

(Continued on page 14) 
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Core Training 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday, Sept. 22nd, 6:30pm- 8pm 

Community Reformed Church 

100 Oak St. Charlevoix 

(Childcare provided) 

Are you interested in becoming a volunteer with Safe Families for Children Char-
Em? Please join us for a Core Training (required for all volunteers) to become part 

of this movement that helps strengthen and stabilize families in our community that 
are experiencing a crisis. 

Please RSVP to Clint Cleveland by Friday, September 16th 

Phone: (231) 215-1645    E-mail: cleveland@bethany.org 
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looking into how to make that happen. 

Please note that this phone line is not 

manned 24 hours a day. People calling 

with requests are encouraged to leave a 

message sta!ng their name, contact 

informa!on, what the need is and when 

it is needed. A return call will then 

provide the name of a volunteer who 

has agreed to meet that need. 

In addi!on to meals 

and rides, we now 

recognize the need 

for visita!on of shut-

ins. We will 

probably begin this fall by gathering the 

names of volunteers who would be 

willing to be assigned the name of an 

individual who a7ends CRC 

and has difficulty ge�ng out 

of their home. Hopefully we 

will have enough interest 

that we will be able to 

provide a weekly visit for 

each shut-in. It’s possible 

that in the future this 

program could be expanded to include 

visits to people living in independent 

and assisted living and nursing homes. 

Another minor change I’d like to make 

in this ministry is to change it from the 

crisis status we began with to offering it 

to anyone who has a need for these 

services. Doing this would probably 

mean we would need more volunteers 

who could be called upon to help. 

Currently we have the names of six 

people offering to give rides to 

appointments between Charlevoix, East 

Jordan and Boyne 

City. There have 

been several 

requests for rides to 

Petoskey or 

Traverse City and we’d like to find some 

volunteers who would be available to 

take someone that far as well. If you 

would be willing to sign up 

to be a volunteer either to 

make meals or give rides, 

forms are available at the 

informa!on center.  

Thank you to all who have 

been willing to help with 

this ministry. 

(Continued from page 12) 

(Continued on page 15) 
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Safe Haven’s Annual Arts & Cra4 Show  

and Pancake Breakfast 

Vendors are needed for Safe Haven’s Arts & Cra4s Fes!val & 

Pancake Breakfast on November 5th .  We are seeking crea!ve 

people, ar!st, cra4ers, and bakers to par!cipate as vendors at 

this fes!val that supports Safe Haven Ministries.  The number of 

vendors is limited to 30 so all have visibility.  The cost is $20.00 

per 8’ table and the vendor keeps all proceeds.  Applica!ons are available at the 

informa!on center or by email: spenser3@yahoo.com.   

 

The fes!val is also in need of volunteers from 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. for: 

• Breakfast servers 

• Pie sales 

• Fair Trade Table (2 hour shi4s)  

Sign-up at the Informa!on Center for the shi4s you are able to work.  

We are reques!ng all our bakers to consider providing a homemade pie(s) for the 

event.   All the proceeds from the pies sale goes to the Charlevoix Community 

Christmas Project and the Charlevoix Community Food Pantry.  Sign-up at the 

informa!on center. 

 For more informa!on see Gay Pung or Jan Boss. 

 

 

(Continued from page 14) 

(Continued on page 16) 
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Advent Books & A Blanket Advent Books & A Blanket Advent Books & A Blanket Advent Books & A Blanket (A Safe Haven Ministry) will 

con�nue for the second straight year.  We will work 

through the schools again and give families 25 books and 

a handmade blanket (from Cadence Glass’ Pop Can, I Can 

ministry ) Each set will cost $275.  If any connec�on 

group, individuals, families would like to contribute please 

see Jan Boss.  The books will be the same as last year and 

new families will be chosen.   

 

    

    

    

    

    

Safe Haven’s Night Light:  Safe Haven’s Night Light:  Safe Haven’s Night Light:  Safe Haven’s Night Light:  The Men’s Emergency Shelter will 

open it’s doors again on November 1
st
 at the house next 

door.  Men are needed for volunteers.  The commitment is 

from 8:30 p.m. to 8:00 a.m.  The goal is to schedule each volunteer for two �mes 

(assuming we have enough volunteers).  Please contact:  Gary DeYoung, Drew Oliver, or 

Kim Bakker if you are interested in helping. 

 

 

(Continued from page 15) 

(Continued on page 17) 
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KERYX PRISON MINISTRY 
WHO WE ARE 

 
Keryx is a lay-led, non-profit, interdenomina!onal, Chris!an prison ministry using the 

Emmaus/Cursillo method, designed to be conducted in any correc!onal ins!tu!on without 

substan!ve change in format or procedure.    

Through a systema!c, structured program, the residents of correc!onal ins!tu!ons are given 

the opportunity to experience a religious renewal and to accept God's call to a life of Chris!an 

witness and service to one another during their stay in the ins!tu!on and beyond.    

Keryx has been called the most effec!ve program at changing basic a�tudes of the 

incarcerated currently offered in prisons.  This statement is heard over and over again by 

prison administrators where the ministry has been ac!ve long enough for its impact on the 

ins�tu�on to have been evaluated by correc�onal staff.    

The fall Keryx 3 day sessions will begin this month.  Newberry Correc�onal Facility - Sept. 15-

18, Alger Correc�onal Facility (Munising) - Oct. 13-16 and Chippewa Correc�onal Facility - Nov 

3-6.    

Another part of the ministry is the Saturday a3ernoon Serenade by those from the outside, not 

on the team.  It is an awesome �me when the inmates hear the singers come in singing and 

praising God as they do not expect this. If you have the gi3 of singing or a desire to praise God 

(even if your voice is not perfect), please consider this ministry and contact one of the team 

members from CRC, as soon as possible, for more informa�on.  The team members are: Ma7 

Berg, Tom DeKorte, Jim Jensen, Jim Malewitz and Roger Rozema.    

We seek your prayers to open the hearts of the inmates and for strength and guidance of the 

Holy Spirit for the Team Members.  

(Continued from page 16) 

(Continued on page 18) 
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Faithwalking 101 Retreat, October 29-

30 at Community Reformed 

Church.  Faithwalking 101 is weekend 

retreat (starts Saturday at 8:00am, ends 

Sunday a4ernoon by 4:00pm) about 

personal transforma!on leading to more deeply living into God’s design.  The 

retreat will help you explore the meaning of radical obedience to God, the power 

of a reflec!ve life, and the characteris!cs of authen!c communi!es that reflects 

God's Kingdom.  You can find out more at www.faithwalking.us.  The cost is 

$25.00 per person which will include food for the weekend.  You’ll sleep in your 

own bed.  This retreat will be in partnership with Glen Lake Reformed 

Church.  Spots for this are limited.  $25 made out to CRC reserves you a 

spot.  Ques!ons, contact Chip.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Continued from page 17) 

(Continued on page 20) 
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Summer A�enders Ministry 

Summer Folks Gatherings - CRC 

started something new this summer 

as we gathered summer a7enders on 

three different 

occasions.  A big 

thank you to 

Bryan and 

Rebecca Johnson 

and David and 

Dana Fields who 

hosted these 

gatherings.  It was 

a chance to connect and 

acknowledge the unique role this 

group plays in the life of CRC.  We are 

planning to do this again next 

summer, so if you are interested in 

par!cipa!ng please don't hesitate to 

talk with Chip.   

(Continued from page 18) 
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       PARENT-TO-PARENT CORNER 
PASSIVE FATHERS, ANGRY CHILDREN 

By Dennis Rainey 

Fathers, do not provoke your children to 

anger, but bring them up in the discipline 

and instruc�on of the Lord.  EPHESIANS 6:4 

Look at the verse above again—it contains 

one nega�ve command and two posi�ve 

ones.  From our experience, the three 

commands work together; if you obey the 

nega�ve command, you are able to fulfill the 

others as well. 

We have established a list of the common 

things a dad does to provoke anger in his 

children.  Many more could be listed, but 

here are our top five: 

1. Shows a dictatorial style of rela�ng to his 

children, over-emphasizing authority  

without an underlying rela�onship of love, 

affec�on and fun �mes together 

2. Exhibits a cri�cal spirit, consistently tearing 

down his children with the tone of his voice 

and the words of his mouth 

3. Is passive and neglects his children outright  

4. Fails to provide clear expecta�ons about 

boundaries, limits and rules 

5. Fails to develop a rela�onship with each of 

his children, either rejec�ng or withdrawing 

from the rela�onship 

Fathers need to realize that they can 

provoke their children to anger or guide 

them to greatness.  It’s interes�ng that the 

same Scripture gives fathers two prac�cal 

ways of developing children into the men 

and women God designed them to be:  

discipline and instruc�on. 

When a father cares enough about his 

children to enter their world and develop a 

rela�onship with them and, when needed, 

discipline them, he expresses love to his 

children.  When we had four teenagers at 

one �me, Barbara leaned on me a lot when it 

came to discipline.  And I want to tell you, it’s 

during these exhaus�ng moments at the end 

of the day that the easiest thing to do is 

nothing.  The same is true for instruc�on.  

Dads, you need to turn off the television or 

the computer and crawl out of your easy 

chair to formally engage your children’s 

moral and spiritual educa�on. 

Step on up and be the man! 

(from Moments with You, 

LightSource@crosswalkmail.com)   

                    

----Submi�ed by Mary Seaman 
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When I reflect on the topic “believe and 

behave: take responsibility,” I truly do not feel 

adequate to write on this topic, but I think 

many of us do not feel adequate in the many 

roles we serve.  It can feel all easy to feel 

broken and inadequate, especially when it 

comes to trying to living as a Christ 

follower.  However, I know that God wants all 

of us to step up and take responsibility as 

disciples no ma�er how 

broken and inadequate we 

may feel.   

I am passionate about many 

things, and this passion helps 

me pour my �me and energy 

into organiza�ons that make 

a difference, especially in the lives of 

vulnerable children (i.e., Safe Families for 

Children). Over the last 2 years, I have given a 

lot of my �me to the Safe Families for Children 

program and in the process my oldest 

daughter, Addy, has verbalized her dislike for 

this organiza�on as she feels it takes me away 

from her. I can run the fine line of pouring my 

energy outside of my family that ends up 

taking me away from my family.  I credit my 

husband, Aaron, to helping to keep me 

grounded so that priori�es stay in check. I 

think it is vital that we strive to find the 

balance between family and our other 

passions.  

I love that CRC helps support many of us in our 

desire to be more like Jesus.  At CRC there are 

many people who con�nue to step out from 

talking about how God wants us to live and are 

actually striving to live the life as one of Jesus’ 

disciples.  I feel this kind of living is contagious. 

When one person sees another person living 

out their faith and living courageously, it 

makes it that much easier for another to make 

a similar leap.     

I remember in a past sermon 

Chip speaking about sins of 

omission (a sin that is the 

result of not doing something 

God’s Word teaches that we 

should do).  I am trying to 

improve in listening to when 

God tugs on my heart to act 

instead of ignoring Him.  Usually when God is 

speaking to me, He is trying to take me out of 

my comfort zone.  Growth tends to happen 

when I am pulled out of my comfort zone and 

start to take responsibility for the life God is 

calling me into. 

Unfortunately, I’ve witnessed some people 

follow their passion at the expense of their 

family.  God does not want to see our family 

lie in the wreckage.  He wants us to follow Him 

and pour ourselves into His will but not at the 

expense of breaking up our family.  Balance is 

the key and I am con�nuing to learn the art of 

making my family the priority but at the same 

�me not nega�ng the responsibility I feel as a 

Christ follower. 

Broken and Inadequate 
Submi�ed by Candice Wiers 
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New members, MIKE AND AMY (PARRISH) POTTMIKE AND AMY (PARRISH) POTTMIKE AND AMY (PARRISH) POTTMIKE AND AMY (PARRISH) POTT, are both na�ves of northern Michigan.  

While Amy grew up in Charlevoix and graduated from CHS, Mike grew up in Atwood 

and graduated from the Ellsworth Schools.  The couple have two daughters, Rachel (13) 

and Allie (10), both students in the Charlevoix Public Schools. 

Amy con�nued her educa�on at Western Michigan University where she earned a BS in 

elementary educa�on.  Currently, she teaches 5th and 6th grade science in the 

Charlevoix Elementary School.  Mike works as a heavy machines mechanic at the St. 

Mary’s Cement Plant where he has been employed for 16 years. 

While much of Amy’s spare �me is spent being a “soccer mom,” she also enjoys reading 

and spending �me with family—camping, hiking, swimming, and downhill skiing.  Mike 

enjoys sharing in these ac�vi�es with his family, but he also likes to “�nker around” in 

his garage, taking something old and making it work, or making it into something new.  

Mike also visits his dad every Sunday; his dad is alone since the loss of his wife. 

Amy shared that, recently, her parents sold her childhood home and downsized to a 

ranch-style place in East Jordan.  When asked if that made her sad, Amy said, ‘No, 

helping them move and make this transi�on was fun,” and she is happy to see them 

se�led in a be�er place for their senior years.   

Mike and Amy began a�ending CRC because of the offerings for children and youth.  

Since they and their children appreciate these opportuni�es, they made the decision to 

become members by transfer from the Atwood Chris�an Reformed Church.                  

WELCOME NEW MEMBERSWELCOME NEW MEMBERSWELCOME NEW MEMBERSWELCOME NEW MEMBERS    

Submi�ed by Mary Seaman    



N
on
-P
ro
fit
 O
rg
. 

U
S 
Po
st
ag
e 

PA
ID

 
Pe
rm
it 
N
o.
 8
1 

C
ha
rl
ev
oi
x,
 M
I 4
97
20
 

C
O
M
M
U
N
IT
Y
 R

E
F
O
R
M
E
D
 C

H
U
R
C
H
 

10
0 
O
ak
 S
t.
 

C
ha
rl
ev
oi
x,
 M
I 4
97
20
 

C
on

ta
ct
s 
at
 C
R
C
: 

C
hi
p 
Sa
ue
r,
 P
as
to
r 

Ja
n 
Bo
ss
, D
ir
ec
to
r 
of
 S
pi
ri
tu
al
 F
or
m
at
io
n 

T
ed
 P
ol
le
ys
, A
ss
oc
ia
te
 P
as
to
r 

Ly
nd
a 
St
ol
t,
 O
ffi
ce
 A
dm
in
ist
ra
to
r 

M
ic
ha
el
 B
ro
w
n,
 M
ai
nt
en
an
ce
 E
ng
in
ee
r 

T
he
da
 W
ill
ia
m
s,
 P
as
to
r 
of
 W
or
sh
ip
, C
re
at
iv
e 
A
rt
s  
  

an
d 
Le
ad
er
sh
ip
 

G
ai
l C
he
rr
y,
 D
ir
ec
to
r 
of
 C
hi
ld
re
n’
s M
in
ist
ri
es
 

Sa
ra
h 
Po
lle
ys
, O
ffi
ce
 A
ss
ist
an
t 

D
ia
nn
e 
C
oo
lm
an
, K
itc
he
n 
M
an
ag
er
 

C
in
dy
 M
an
se
n,
 C
ho
ir
 D
ir
ec
to
r 

COMMUNITY REFORMED 

CHURCH           

Phone: 231-547-9482 
    Fax:  231-547-9598 

Email: crcoffice@communityreformed.net 
www.communityreformed.net 

 
Join us for Worship: 

Sunday, 8:30,and 10:15 a.m. 
Nursery: all services 

Sunday School: 10:15 a.m. 
 

Beginning June 5, 2016  
Summer W 
Prayer: 

Sunday, 7:45 a.m. 
Monday - Friday, 6:15 a.m. 

Wednesday (2nd floor City Hall), 12 p.m. 
Wednesday, 5:00 pm  
Saturday, 7:15 a.m. 

 


