
“Therefore pray the Lord of the 

harvest to send out laborers into His 

Harvest” (Ma�. 9:38).  Just as 

humanity cannot save itself, we also 

cannot help accomplish God’s 

mission, relying on our own understanding, 

discernment, power, and strength.  Jesus says, 

“Therefore pray . . .” and put Him in control of the 

harvest.  In If You Will Ask, Oswald Chambers makes 

an interes-ng observa-on on our Masters Orders:  

“Our Lord in His teaching always considered prayer 

work, not prepara-on for work.”  While Chambers 

acknowledges the wonderful organiza-on there is in 

aggressive, Chris-an work—mission trips, 

commi�ees, teaching classes, food pantries—he sees 

these as “pieces of the lock.”  “The key is not in any of 

our organiza-ons; the key lies in our hand by our 

Lord’s instruc-on, ‘Therefore pray.’”  Through prayer, 

we become spiritually sensi-ve to the fact that it is 

the Lord who does the work through us.  The Holy 

Spirit guides how, when, and where God will use us.   

What makes prayer so important for accomplishing 

the mission of God?  Jesus o5en withdrew to lonely 

places and prayed, and we are told to “pray without 

ceasing” (1 Thess. 5:17). Benne� Tyler, a 19th century 

minister, provides the following response:  “When 

you pray for the poor around you, in what way do you 

expect God will answer your prayers?  Will He convert 

the stones into bread for their sustenance . . . while 

you . . . have enough and to spare?  And in what way 

do you expect that your prayers for 

the conversion of the heathen will be 

answered?  Will God rain down Bibles 

from heaven, and commission His 

angels to preach to them the gospel?  

No; but He will put into your hearts to do what lies in 

your power to send them the gospel.”  Ironically, 

through prayer, we are offering ourselves as part of 

the answer; we are making ourselves available for 

God’s work.  Jesus modeled the need to be in 

constant connec-on with our heavenly Father, not not not not so 

we can accomplish our missionour missionour missionour mission; rather, He can use us 

for HIS MISSIONHIS MISSIONHIS MISSIONHIS MISSION. 

I am sure that most of us pray con-nually for our 

children and grandchildren.  What if each one of us 

made prayer for God’s mission a spiritual priority?  I 

suggest that we join our church leadership* in making 

prayer a greater priority in our personal life and in 

any “labor” that we do for “His Harvest,” inside and 

outside the church.  Insert the key (prayer), unlock 

the power of the Holy Spirit, and see kingdom-

building results . . . all for His glory! 

 

*See September Consistory News Highlights. 

(The writers for this issue of “In Touch” will share the 

important role that prayer plays in our Chris-an faith 

journey.) 

  ----Submi�ed by Mary Seaman 

NOVEMBER - DECEMBER 2016 
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Please pray and send words of encouragement to our Military Men and Women. 
 

◊ David R. Merrill/AIC (US Air Force)- PSC 41 Box 4577, APO AE 09464 Lackenheath, England (9/13) 

◊ Danielle Merrill/AIC (US Air Force)- PSC 41 Box 4577, APO AE 09464 Lackenheath, England (10/20) 

◊ Captain Kyle Leese (Army National Guard)  - 752 Lake Drive, Kalkaska, MI 49646 (10/3) 

◊ BMCM (SW/CM) Garrett Miller (US Navy) - USS IWO JIMA LHD7, Deck Dept., FPO AA 34094-1664 

◊ FC3 Nuttall, Logan D  (U. S. Navy) - 958 Armfield Circle #102, Norfolk, VA  23505  (4/22) 

◊ PFC1 Jeffery Buckner (U.S. Army) - 130 Hickman Court, Raeford, N.C, 28376 (11/15) 

◊ Commander Russell John Coolman (US Navy) - 7079 Pecan Chase, Frisco, TX 75034 (03/04) 

◊ Cameron G. canupp (US Air Force) -  551 Sturmthal St, Edwards, CA  93523 (6/21) 

◊ Jones, Cyril (US Army) - 642 Dexter, Colorado Springs, CO 80911 (3/24) 

◊ L.Cpl. Keie, Christopher D. (US Marines) MACS TAOC Radar Unit 37215, FPO AP 96372-7215. (stationed in Okinawa, Japan) 

(1/10) 

◊ PFC Bottomley, Johno J. (US Marines) 2nd BN 4th MAR, 1st MARDIV 555493, Camp Pendleton, CA 92055 (12/13) 

◊ SN Potter, Andrew (U.S. Navy)  440 Roberts Ave, PMB #1912, Pensacola, FL 32511-5151 (8/3) 

◊ PFC Rachael (Nuttall) Davis (US Army), 1425A Alaska, Ft Campbell, KY. 42223 

CONGRATULATIONS AND BLESSINGS TO:CONGRATULATIONS AND BLESSINGS TO:CONGRATULATIONS AND BLESSINGS TO:CONGRATULATIONS AND BLESSINGS TO:    

• David Rogers on the celebration of his 90th birthday. 

• Nate and Kathryn Boss are celebrating their 60th wedding anniversary 

on November 23rd! 
 

SYMPATHY AND PRAYERS TO:SYMPATHY AND PRAYERS TO:SYMPATHY AND PRAYERS TO:SYMPATHY AND PRAYERS TO:    

♦ Abbie and Chad Hart on the passing of Abbie’s father. 

♦ The Ted Po(er family on his passing. 

♦ Larry and Prudence Kurtz family on the passing of Larry’s mother, Ruth. 

♦ Cyndie Lieberman on the passing of her husband, Kraag, and their children—Tyler, 

Ka.e, and Candice—and their families. 
 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS:WELCOME NEW MEMBERS:WELCOME NEW MEMBERS:WELCOME NEW MEMBERS:    
• Noah Carson 

• Bryan and Rebecca Johnson 

• Tammy and Shawn Nalevayko 

Submitted by Mary Seaman   
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Gree-ngs from southwestern Virginia! 

I pray that you all are growing in the grace 

and knowledge of our Lord, and that you 

are increasing in your prayers for each 

other and for this broken world. I hope 

you benefit from my thoughts on prayer.   

            Jill Eakes 

Why do Christians need to pray?Why do Christians need to pray?Why do Christians need to pray?Why do Christians need to pray?    

As Chris-ans we believe God knows all 

things, so He knows what we need and 

want without us telling Him. We trust Him 

to do what is just, good, and right, and we 

believe He is in control of all things. So, 

why do we need to pray? 

While we might think this is a 

contemporary issue, it was actually one of 

the ques-ons addressed in a very old 

document called the Heidelberg 

Catechism, originally wri�en in 1563.  The 

answer provided by the Catechism is s-ll 

helpful today: “Because prayer is the most 

important part of the thankfulness God 

requires of us. And also because God gives 

His grace and Holy Spirit only to those who 

pray con-nually and groan inwardly, 

asking God for these gi5s and thanking 

Him for them.” (Ques-on and Answer 116 

of the Heidelberg Catechism.)  

While that answer is helpful, it also sounds 

a bit s-lted to 21st century ears. In more 

modern terms, I can tell you why I pray. I 

pray because I need to be connected to 

the creator and sustainer of life. I pray 

because I am grateful for what God has 

done for me and for those I know and 

love, for what He is doing in my life and 

the lives of others, and for what He has 

promised He will do. I pray because I 

desire His Kingdom to come and His will to 

be done in all kinds of circumstances, for 

all kinds of people, and that in all things He 

might receive the glory due His Name. I 

pray because I know that, apart from 

God’s grace and the working of His Holy 

Spirit in my life and in this hur-ng world, 

the world and I are doomed.   

Some-mes I find myself thinking, “I don’t 

know what else to do but pray” as though 

prayer is an insufficient or insignificant 

thing to do, relegated to those who have 

no higher calling. But that is far from the 

truth! I have to remind myself that prayer 

is the most important thing I can do for 
(Continued on page 4) 

WHY DO CHRISTIANS NEED TO PRAY?WHY DO CHRISTIANS NEED TO PRAY?WHY DO CHRISTIANS NEED TO PRAY?WHY DO CHRISTIANS NEED TO PRAY?    



PAGE 4 IN TOUCH 

 

myself, my family, my church, my country, and the world. It’s the most important thing any 

of us can do. 

Sadly, I do not always pray with eloquence or with perfect mo-va-on and intent. Some days 

my heart doesn’t seem to be in it, and my words are dry and lifeless. Some days my mind 

doesn’t seem to be in it, and my thoughts are a jumble. Some-mes all I can pray is “Lord, 

have mercy!” But, some days my prayers are heart-felt and God-honoring, and I feel Him 

very near.  

O5en I think that I need to be be�er at praying—pray longer, more o5en, more 

consistently, more fervently, more specifically.  As Kevin DeYoung relates in his book, The 

Good News We Almost Forgot, I am prone to think I need ”to focus on praying be�er instead 

of focusing on knowing be�er the one to whom we pray.”  If I focus on knowing God be�er, 

my prayers will align more and more with His will.  

But whatever my prayer -me is like, I trust God will accept my insufficient, imperfect words 

or incoherent thoughts and use them—in ways I usually don’t see or understand—to 

accomplish His eternal purposes. When I come to God in humility, knowing Who He is and 

who I’m not, I have confidence that He listens and then acts as He deems best. His Word 

assures me that you and I can come boldly to the throne of grace to receive mercy and find 

grace to help in -me of need (Hebrews 4:16) and that His ears are a�en-ve to our prayers (I 

Peter 3:12). In fact, our prayers are so precious to Him that He saves them in golden bowls 

(Rev. 5:8). 

Most of all, I need to pray to express my love for Him and to be assured that He loves and 

cares for me, and to be filled with the Holy Spirit so that I can love and care for others. 

That’s why this Chris-an needs to pray—how about you?  

 

(Continued from page 3) 
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“Every creature is a word of God.  If I spend enough -me with the -niest creature, even a 

caterpillar, I would never have to prepare a sermon.”—Meister Eckhart.  All Crea�on Waits 

is a unique, Advent devo-onal book based upon this premise.  Drawing upon the rhythms of 

nature, Gayle presents detailed descrip-ons of twenty-four of God’s creatures, ranging 

from the painted turtle to the lake trout.  She gives the reader a metaphorical picture for 

each day of Advent, relaying the message: darkness and cold are not the end, but a 

pathway to a new beginning.  Each animal fearlessly responds and adapts to seasonal 

changes in its own ingenious way.  Each animal portrait guides us into “heart and soul 

reali-es,” opening a door to new beginnings. 

The book concludes with a delighQul scene of a manger in the woods, among the animals, 

where Jesus, the Christ, is born, bringing “an ever-present, unstoppable, current of Love 

that carries all things to radiant wholeness.” 

Each word-picture of God’s creatures is illustrated with images of original woodcuts by 

David Klein, an award winning graphic ar-st.  The author, Gayle Boss, is the daughter of 

Nate and Kathryn Boss.  She lives in Grand Rapids with her husband and Jessie, a registered 

therapy dog.  

      ---Submi�ed by Mary Seaman 

ALL CREATION WAITSALL CREATION WAITSALL CREATION WAITSALL CREATION WAITS    

THE ADVENT MYSTERY OF NEW BEGINNINGSTHE ADVENT MYSTERY OF NEW BEGINNINGSTHE ADVENT MYSTERY OF NEW BEGINNINGSTHE ADVENT MYSTERY OF NEW BEGINNINGS    
By Gayle Boss 
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CONSISTORY NEWS HIGHLIGHTSCONSISTORY NEWS HIGHLIGHTSCONSISTORY NEWS HIGHLIGHTSCONSISTORY NEWS HIGHLIGHTS    

SEPTEMBER CONSISTORY NEWS HIGHLIGHTSSEPTEMBER CONSISTORY NEWS HIGHLIGHTSSEPTEMBER CONSISTORY NEWS HIGHLIGHTSSEPTEMBER CONSISTORY NEWS HIGHLIGHTS    

Theda presented a talk on leadership a�aining specific goals.  She pointed out that there is always 

learning and loss in the process of leadership growth. 

FOCUS AREAS:FOCUS AREAS:FOCUS AREAS:FOCUS AREAS:    

• Lee Pranger and Steve Derr, represen-ng the Reformed Church Northern Michigan Classis, were 

in a�endance.  They addressed and answered ques-ons about the Commissioned Pastors’ 

Program and concerns regarding decisions to be made by the upcoming Classis Mee-ng and 

General Synod.  They urged elder par-cipa-on at the October 11th and future Classis mee-ngs. 

• Ron Williams, Vice President of Consistory, reminded Consistory members of their commitment 

to prayer at the August 9th mee-ng and asked them to review again what they, as leadership, 

agreed to in making prayer a greater priority in their personal life and at their leadership 

gatherings. 

• Kris Way shared that the Imagine Team, at the next mee-ng, will make a proposal to hire Alan & 

Chris Leese to put together an educa-onal video for people to be�er understand the overall 

needs and perspec-ve.  The Team feels a visual tool will be much more effec-ve in trying to 

convey the message. 

• Consistory reviewed the “Consistory Confession.”  A mo-on passed to move forward with the 

Visita-on Plan. 

• Ted presented what his role will be as Team Leader of Young Life in Charlevoix.  He pointed out 

that CRC will no longer do the Sunday night Sr. High Youth Group as everything will be under the 

umbrella of Young Life.  There will s-ll be opportuni-es for discipleship of high school students 

on Sunday morning and a weekly Bible study class along with the Young Life kids.  Ted will be 

working in conjunc-on with Pastor Chip, Alaina, (Director of Northern Michigan Young Life), and 

a Young life Team from Charlevoix.  Ted’s proposal was approved, along with a redefini-on of 

his Associate Pastor’s posi-on descrip-on. 

• Theda presented the August 2016 dra5 of the “Corporate Worship Values” for the elders to 

review prior to a final determina-on at the next mee-ng. 

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS:ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS:ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS:ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS:    

Ron shared the Execu-ve Commi�ee’s intent/decision to hire Tammy Oliver as the new Director of 

Children’s Ministry for twenty hours per week with Gail providing up to fi5y hours of paid -me, 

(Continued on page 27) 
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We recently completed a wonderful 

Wednesday evening class based on the 

book You and Me Forever by Francis and 

Lisa Chan. The book challenged us to think 

of having a great marriage not by focusing 

on marriage, but by placing our focus on 

eternity. The book ends with the following 

prayer.  We encourage you to pray this 

together.  

 

God, help us love You deeply  and fear you 

greatly.  Teach us how to love each other 

for your sake.  May the humility of Christ 

be seen  in the way we treat each other.   

Show us how to enjoy each other  without 

neglec!ng Your mission.  Remind us of the 

brevity of life so we share Your good news 

urgently.  Remind us of heaven so we will 

face rejec!on and trials joyfully.  

When we se$le down for too long,  

prod us to run.  When we are prone to 

fight, teach us to fight together, and to 

fight for You.  When we are tempted to run 

away, bring repentance and renewal.   May 

we spend our married days reminding each 

other of Your glory, Your gospel, Your love, 

Your power, Your mission, and Your 

promise of what is to come.  Amen.  

COMING IN JANUARY.... 

Looking forward to another great class to 

be held beginning on Wednesdays. 

By Andy Stanley 

 
Standing at the altar, we all had a picture of what 

our marriage would look like. The problem is this 

picture of marriage results in expecta.ons that 

we unload on our spouse. The weight of these 

expecta.ons will rob your marriage of love and 

joy. As a spouse, you never feel like you measure 

up and you never feel like you are good enough. 

So what are you to do with your expecta.ons? 

You can't deny them, because most expecta.ons 

started out as God-given desires. In this study, 

Andy Stanley explains that you must learn to 

transform your expecta.ons and look to God if 

you are to experience marriage as it was 

designed.   

ENRICHING YOUR MARRIAGEENRICHING YOUR MARRIAGEENRICHING YOUR MARRIAGEENRICHING YOUR MARRIAGE 

Submitted by the Marriage Enrichment Team 



CHARLEVOIX COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS PROJECTCHARLEVOIX COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS PROJECTCHARLEVOIX COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS PROJECTCHARLEVOIX COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS PROJECT    
 

COMMUNITY REFORMED CHURCH’S RESPONSIBILITIES:COMMUNITY REFORMED CHURCH’S RESPONSIBILITIES:COMMUNITY REFORMED CHURCH’S RESPONSIBILITIES:COMMUNITY REFORMED CHURCH’S RESPONSIBILITIES:    

• Provide 270 packages of store-bought cookies by Sunday, December 11
th
.  Place your cookies in 

the box provided at the church. 

• Donate socks and underwear for children of all ages, sizes infants through adults.  Tube socks 

(S-M-L) work well for various sizes.  Teens especially like the black “no-show” style.  Place in 

the SOX BOX at the church. 

ADDITIONAL WAYS TO SUPPORT THE PROJECT INCLUDE:ADDITIONAL WAYS TO SUPPORT THE PROJECT INCLUDE:ADDITIONAL WAYS TO SUPPORT THE PROJECT INCLUDE:ADDITIONAL WAYS TO SUPPORT THE PROJECT INCLUDE:    

• Gently used coats, jackets, snow-pants and boots can be dropped off at the church office. 

• A mi(ens/gloves and hats tree will be placed at the Charlevoix State Bank. 

• If you are interested in “adop.ng” a child or family for whom you can purchase Christmas giGs, 

contact Mary Eveleigh at 231-547-5548.  (Connec.on Groups might consider this opportunity.) 

• Toys for Tots collec.ons are used by the Project to help provide toys for children.  Boxes are 

located in over 25 loca.ons in town.  (This is a great opportunity for teaching kids about giv-

ing.) 

• MONETARY DONATIONS can be made to CHARLEVOIX COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS PROJECT.  

You may either drop off your dona.ons at the church office or mail them to CRC, c/o John 

Coolman, 100 Oak Street, Charlevoix, MI. 

Last year the Christmas Project provided food and/or giGs to 250 families, including 55 seniors and 

400 children.  The Christmas Project Commi(ee appreciates your caring, help and prayers.  We 

pray that God will bless this program and the people whom we serve. 

SIGN-UP FOR THIS PROGRAM IS AT THE FOOD PANTRY ON MONDAYS, 10:00 A.M.—11:45 A.M. 

AND 5:30 PM.—7:15 P.M. AND THURSDAYS, 10:00 A.M.—11:45 A.M.; ALSO, AT THE SAFE HAVEN 

BREAKFAST CLUB ON TUESDAYS AND FRIDAYS FROM 8:00 A.M.—10:00 A.M.  (CUT-OFF DATE FOR 

SIGN-UP IS DEC. 2
ND

.)  DISTRIBUTION DATE IS FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16
TH

.  

 

Submi(ed by Mary Seaman for 

The Charlevoix Community Christmas Project Commi(ee 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:    

President...Heather Seaman 

Vice President...Dana Fields 

Recording Secretary...Judy Smith 

Treasurer...Judy Wheat 

Corresponding Secretary...Danya Drost 

    

OTHER MEMBERS:OTHER MEMBERS:OTHER MEMBERS:OTHER MEMBERS:    

Carol Manthei 

Sarah Polleys 

Evelyn DeKorte 

Nancy Haveman 

Laura Bo�omley-Brown 

Jamie Warchol 

2016201620162016----2017 RCW Board2017 RCW Board2017 RCW Board2017 RCW Board    

Mission:Mission:Mission:Mission:    

The purpose of the Reformed Church Women is to engage, encourage, and 

equip women in being ac�ve disciples of Christ and in leading all to Jesus. 
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MEET TAMMY OLIVER:MEET TAMMY OLIVER:MEET TAMMY OLIVER:MEET TAMMY OLIVER:    

OUR NEW DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRYOUR NEW DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRYOUR NEW DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRYOUR NEW DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY    
 

Tammy has been a part of Community Reformed Church for many years.  She is the mother of 

three grown children—Drew, Grant and Hannah—and, also, two younger children—Graham (12) 

and Griff (10).  While raising her family, Tammy has volunteered to help with Sunday School and 

Vaca.on Bible School.  Presently, she is the leader of the East Jordan 4H Soccer Program.   

Tammy has worked in elder care for eleven years and, currently, works for the Heavenly Helpers.  

She is also assistant manager of the Crossroads Resale Shop in East Jordan.  In her spare .me, 

Tammy loves reading, volunteering, and being involved in her children’s ac.vi.es. 

Tammy shares that having par.cipated in Faithwalking gave her the courage and self-confidence to 

apply for this job.  Without Faithwalking, she “never would have had the nerve to apply:” the 

experience led her “to see herself through the Lord’s eyes.”   

Tammy sees spending .me with kids, while serving as Director of Children’s Ministry, as both “a 

privilege and an honor.”   Tammy wants “to share Jesus with the children—plan.ng seeds—and 

prays that roots will be established that will, someday, grow into a real faith.” 

         ----Submi(ed by Mary Seaman 
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Faith asks no signal from the skies, 
To show that prayers accepted rise, 
Our Priest is in His holy place, 

And answers from the throne of grace. 
---Josiah Conder, 1789-1859 



THEREFORE PRAYTHEREFORE PRAYTHEREFORE PRAYTHEREFORE PRAY 
Submi(ed by Garry Miller 

 

Praying—it’s kind of a mysterious thing, isn’t it?  It seems we are encouraged to pray about 

a lot of things.  Some.mes we pray, and it’s like we’re asking God to tweak something just 

a li(le bit so that it will all fall in place and go just the right way.  Other .mes, we pray 

because the situa.on seems humanly impossible and requires, not just a bit of tweaking, 

but it needs something that is absolutely miraculous.  Of course, the truth is that both the 

“tweaking” and the “absolutely miraculous” are both outside of our normal expecta.on 

and experience.  If we thought we were capable of doing the “tweaking,” we would 

probably do it ourselves and would not bother asking God.  The reality is that even the 

“tweaking’ is miraculous because it is outside of our capacity to do it ourselves.  There are 

lots of problems and predicaments that we find ourselves in.  We oGen need help.  We 

need to be saved from the predicament that we, or a loved one, or a friend finds himself/

herself in.  Recently, I heard that it is Jesus’s job descrip.on “to save us.”  And it is 

recorded that He did more than simply “save people’s souls.”  He saved people from the 

predicament of ill health.  He saved a woman from being stoned.  That was a pre(y tough 

predicament to be in.  He saved a person who had insufficient funds to pay his taxes.  He 

saved people who were threatened by a severe storm.  He saved people who were hungry.  

There was a man who was not a religious person, but he had employee problems.  He had 

a servant who was sick.  That man was a Roman centurion.  Jesus saved him from his 

employee problem, and even declared that He marveled at the man’s faith.  Therefore, we 

too pray.   

So who among us should pray?  Is there any restric.on as to who is eligible to pray to God?  

Can anyone pray to God, or do you have to be a “believer” in order for God to hear your 

(Continued on page 30) 

PAGE 11 IN TOUCH 



Safe Haven Updates 

Apple Fest Report: Apple Fest Report: Apple Fest Report: Apple Fest Report: Safe Haven and Higher Grounds Ministry of Nepal 

sponsored an Apple Fest Booth this year.  Thank you to all who helped.  It was 

a great success:  Take in for Safe Haven was over $600, Woman At Risk – over 

$800 and for Bimala in Nepal was $1,200 pure profit.  The weather was great 

and people were generous.  Watch for details next year! 
 

The Men’s Emergency Shelter The Men’s Emergency Shelter The Men’s Emergency Shelter The Men’s Emergency Shelter (a Safe Haven Ministry) opened 

its doors on November 1st.  We are s-ll in need of men volunteers so no one 

has to work more than 2 nights a month. 
 

The Free Breakfast Club The Free Breakfast Club The Free Breakfast Club The Free Breakfast Club (a Safe Haven Ministry) con-nues to 

serve our community with fellowship and a hot free meal.  The month of 

October we served 825 meals.  We can always use more volunteers, especially 

to help clean up from 9:30 – 10:30. 
 

Games and Grub Games and Grub Games and Grub Games and Grub (a Safe Haven Ministry) con-nues this fall on the 3rd 

Saturday of each month.  In October we painted pumpkins and will be heading 

out again on November 19th at 11:30 – 1:00 p.m.  Anyone who would like to 

help, meet at Pine Cove at 11:20 to help set up! 
 

 

 
(Continued on page 13) 

Ministry UpdatesMinistry UpdatesMinistry UpdatesMinistry Updates    
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Na-onal Homeless Awareness Week (sponsored by Safe 

Haven Ministries and the Community Ac�on Agency) is November 13 – 20th.  

We are sponsoring a free movie on November 17th, 7:00 p.m. at Cinema III in 

Charlevoix.  Admission is a  nonperishable  food item (op-onal) for the 

Charlevoix Community Food Pantry.  Cookies and cupcakes will be served in 

the lobby.  Showing will be:  Time out of Mind which is a “soulful, fascina-ng 

and haun-ng piece of urban poetry” staring Richard Gere as “George, a man 

whose struggles to find food and a place to sleep in New York City is 

beau-fully captured with remarkable realism and heartrending compassion.”   

 

Homelessness is a real problem in our country and even in our community 

and surrounding communi-es.  This is a great way to be informed on ways to 

help and the depth of the problem. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Continued from page 12) 

(Continued on page 20) 
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Children’s Christmas ProgramChildren’s Christmas ProgramChildren’s Christmas ProgramChildren’s Christmas Program    
December 4, 2016 - 6:00 p.m. 

“Rock and Royal” 
 

Children’s rehearsals: 

Wednesday, November 30th, 6:00-7:00 p.m. 

Saturday, December 3rd, 10-11:30 a.m. 

A simple Nativity Musical 
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JANUARY   

1st   Pat & Susan Klooster   

 Ron & Mary Ann Cox  

8th Craig & Erica Boss   

  Jeff & Pat Ricks  

15th  Al & Liz Gooch   

 Tim Troupe & Laura Kemp               

22nd  Dennis & Diane Priess                                                                       

 Ken & Linda Forrester   

29th     Sharmon Dulaney    

 Irv & Debbie Manville                      

 

FEBRUARY      

5th  Dennis & Dianne VanGuilder    

 Traver & Marilyn Wood       

12th  Richard & Janet May                    

 Aaron and Candice Wiers               

19th    Chris & Danya Drost               

 Ed & Pam Newcomb   

26th      Brian & Marla Certa  

           Tabitha Rudolph   

 

MARCH    

5th Bud & Judy Boss                        

 Kari Jo & Chris Maki                                 

12th Jon & Nancy Johnson      

 Scott and Karlee Philp   

19th      Bob & Noreen Jolliffe  

 Bill & Helen Meengs  

26th      David & June Otis  

 Bruce & Joanne Deckinga   

APRIL 

2nd   Mary & Maurice Seaman      

 John & Dianne Coolman  

9th Don & Marcia Trimper  

            Tim & Sharon Coen  

16th      Easter Service—H.S.                  

23rd  Roger & Jackie Rozema                 

 Wayne & Sandy Boss                 

30th  Gay Pung and Pat Brown  

 Garry & Barb Miller     

 

MAY          

7th  Gary & Paula Strange    

            Brandon & Emmy Glass       

14th Jeremy & Faith DeYoung                   

 Derrick & Lisa Carroll            

21st Roger & Chele Cyr                    

 Todd & Leah Olson             

28th      Vic & Kathy Martinchek                          

 Doug & Leslie Nitchman  

                  

JUNE      

4th  Sue Barnard  

 Luther & Mary Kurtz    

11th      Rebecca Berg                      

 Matt & Lauren Wertman  

18th      Mike & Claudia Bost              

 Nathan & Joy Klooster  

25th      Allen & Judy Telgenhof  

 Matt & Lori Ivester  

 

2017 Coffee Host Schedule 

If
 y

o
u

 a
re

 u
n

a
b

le
 t

o
 s

e
rv

e
 o

n
 t

h
e
 S

u
n

d
a

y
 y

o
u

 a
re

 s
ch

e
d

u
le

d
, 
p

le
a

se
 t

ry
 a

n
d

 r
e
sc

h
e
d

u
le

 w
it

h
 s

o
m

e
o

n
e
 e

ls
e
 o

n
 t

h
e
 l
is

t.
 



IN TOUCH PAGE 16 

JULY 

2nd   Art & Jan Currey              

            Jeff & Sherry Kirby                

9th   Lew & Karen Campbell                                                                                                   

Gordie & Sharon Russell              

16th  Gary & Kay Anderson            

 Terry & Julie Smith                    

23rd   Scott & Cindy Boss          

 Russ & Carrie McCraney  

30th    Ed & Marlene Evans                   

 Tom & Luan Jackson  

                                             

 AUGUST                

6th   Jim & Sandy Malewitz              

 Jim & Barb Jensen                     

13th   Chuck & Trudy Center          

 Tom & Evelyn DeKorte  

20th      Norm & Lisa Carlson  

 Bob & Kim Molter  

27th       Dan & Kathy Howell      

 Joannie Carlson                          

 

SEPTEMBER                          

3rd   John & Joyce Brock              

 Dick & Pam Swenor                 

10th   Ted & Barb McGlinch              

 Paul & Tanya Whitley                

17th      Jerry & Sherrie VanKuiken  

 Joel & Nancy VanRoekel  

24th       Jim & Liz Firebaugh  

           Steve & Ellie Rozema  

OCTOBER                       

1st  Steve & Krystel Weber               

 Jan Merrill           

8th  Denny & Jeanne Way                      

 Scott & Angie Way                    

15th Nate & Kathryn Boss                   

 Susan Lamb          

22nd  Brian & Mabel Carson                

 Steve & Sandra Bennett  

29th     Matt & Erica Stuck        

 Anna Postmus            

 

NOVEMBER                     

5th  Steve & Michelle Hines                                                     

         Ed & Carol Schroeck                        

12th  Kathie DeVries                     

 John & Barb Lashmit                      

19th      Larry & Peggy Potter  

 Barney & Kris Way  

26th  Joe & Christie Vogelheim         

  Jeff & Chris Stevens  

 

DECEMBER               

3rd     Kim & Karen  Bakker                    

 Kraag & Cyndie Lieberman                   

10th  Doug & Sue Bouwense              

 Mark & Nancy Haveman                    

17th   Dave & Donna Swanson           

   Joe & Lorraine Niswander  

24th    Christmas Eve Service—H.S.       

31st     No Coffee Hour            

2017 Coffee Host Schedule, cont. 
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JANUARY   

1st 8:30am  Ray & Victoria Wallick 

 10:15am  Maurice & Mary Seaman  

8th 8:30am  Richard & Janet May         

 10:15am  Chris & Danya Drost  

15th 8:30am  Kathryn Boss  

 10:15am  Tim & Patti McCreadie   

22nd 8:30am  Tim & Sharon Coen     

        10:15am  Wayne & Sandy Boss  

29th   8:30am  Joe & Christie Vogelheim     

 10:15am   Norm & Lisa Carlson  

FEBRUARY      

5th 8:30am  Dennis & Diane Priess  

 10:15am  Mike & Michelle Johnson 

12th 8:30am  Ron & Mary Ann Cox           

 10:15am  Roger & Chele Cyr             

19th 8:30am  John & Sonja Martin                    

 10:15am  Emmy & Brandon Glass    

26th     8:30am  Mark & Amber Drenth  

          10:15am  Doug & Leslie Nitchman  

MARCH            

5th 8:30am  Ken & Myrna Boss       

 10:15am  Allen & Judy Telgenhof   

12th 8:30am  Art & Jan Currey                   

 10:15am  Ed & Carol Schroeck      

19th 8:30am  Eloise Klooster        

 10:15am  Jim & Liz Firebaugh  

26th  8:30am  Kraag & Cyndie Lieberman

  10:15am  Roger & Jackie Rozema  

APRIL 

2nd 8:30am  John & Elaine Kurtz      

 10:15am   Rob & Jenny Pletcher  

9th 8:30am    Jim & Sandy Malewitz    

 10:15am  Craig & Erica Boss  

16th 8:30am     Easter Sunday at the H.S. 

23th 8:30am  Vic & Kathy Martinchek

  10:15am  Dennis & Dianne VanGuilder- 

30th 8:30am  Jessie Cunningham   

 10:15am  Bud & Judy Boss  

MAY 

7th 8:30am  Neil & Joanne Jones               

 10:15am  Doug & Leslie Nitchman   

14th 8:30am  Joel & Nancy VanRoekel 

 10:15am  Carolyn & Delbert Batdorff 

21st 8:30am  Jerry Dohm            

 10:15am  Tom & Evelyn DeKorte           

28th 8:30am  Andrew & Mary Grace Otis         

 10:15am  Bill & Helen Meengs  

JUNE    

4th 8:00am  Carolyn Klooster 

 9:30am  Brian & Marla Certa 

 11:00am  Jim & Barb Jensen 

11th 8:00am  Dan & Barb Anthony 

 9:30am  Doug Waha 

 11:00am  John & Barb Lashmit 

18th   8:00am  Eloise Klooster  

 9:30am  Ross & Miriam Winters       

 11:00am  Joe & Christie Vogelheim  

25th      8:00am  John & Joyce Brock  

 9:30am  Jeff & Pat Ricks   

 11:00am  Brian & Marla Certa  

JULY  

2nd 8:00am  Garry & Barb Miller  

 9:30am  Aaron & Candice Wiers  

 11:00am  Pat & Susan Klooster  
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2017 Greeter Schedule, cont. 

9th 8:00am  Linda Boss                           

 9:30am  Doug & Leslie Nitchman  

 11:00am  Ed & Carol Schroeck         

16th 8:00am  Barney & Kris Way      
 9:30am  Chris & Kari Maki           

 11:00am  Lew & Karen Campbell   

23rd 8:00am Eloise Klooster 
 9:30am Wayne & Sandy Boss  

 11:00am Herb Boss 

30th      8:00am  Ken & Myrna Boss        

 9:30am  Doug & Leslie Nitchman        

 11:00am  Tom & Evelyn DeKorte  

AUGUST                  

6th 8:00am  Bob & Noreen Jolliffe         

 9:30am  Available          

 11:00am  John & Elaine Kurtz   

13th 8:00am  Bud & Vinnie Klooster        

 9:30am  Joannie Carlson      

 11:00am  Mark & Jana Mueller   

20th 8:00am  Jessie Cunningham        

 9:30am  Ed & Marlene Evans      

 11:00am   Dianne Penfold  

27th      8:00am    Kim & Karen Bakker   
 9:30am   John & Joyce Brock        
                11:00am  Jim & Barb Jensen      

SEPTEMBER     

3rd 8:30am  Tim & Sharon Coen          

 10:15am  Brian & Mabel Carson             

10th 8:30am  Bob & Kim Molter  

 10:15am  Delbert & Carolyn Batdorff   

17th  8:30am  Larry & Peggy Potter   

 10:15am   Norman & Lisa Carlson 

24th    8:30am      Dan & Barb Anthony 

 10:15am     Dennis & Dianne VanGuilder 

OCTOBER 

1st 8:30am  Eloise Klooster        

 10:15am  Dennis Batdorff     

8th 8:30am  Dennis & Diane Priess                 

 10:15am  Ted & Barb McGlinch     

15th 8:30am  Ken & Myrna Boss       

 10:15am  Terry & Julie Smith        

22nd 8:30am John & Sonja Martin    
  10:15am    Jim & Barb Jensen 

29th      8:30am  Neil & Joanne Jones      

           10:15am   Gordie & Sharon Russell 

NOVEMBER 

5th 8:30am  Kim & Karen Bakker             

 10:15am   Mark & Nancy Haveman   

12th 8:30am  Gay Pung & Pat Brown 

 10:15am  Ed & Pam Newcomb  

19th 8:30am  Ron & Mary Ann Cox 

 10:15am  Dan & Paula Barron  

26th      8:30am  Jim & Sandy Malewitz     

 10:15am  Dick & Pam Swenor  

DECEMBER       

3rd 8:30am  Joe & Christie Vogelheim       

 10:15am   Nathan & Joy Klooster        

10th 8:30am  Lew & Karen Campbell  

 10:15am  Bud & Judy Boss        

17th  8:30am  John & Dianne Coolman

  

 10:15am  Mark & Jana Mueller  

24th     Christmas Eve Service - H.S. (elders) 

31st  8:30am  Garry & Barb Miller               

 10:15am  Available  
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November 24 November 24 November 24 November 24 - Thanksgiving Day - Community Thanksgiving Dinner 

sponsored by the Charlevoix Ministerial Association and held at St. 

Mary’s Catholic Church from 11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

November 27November 27November 27November 27    - First Sunday of Advent 

December 4December 4December 4December 4    - Second Sunday of Advent -  

December 4 December 4 December 4 December 4 - “Rock and Royal” Children’s Nativity Musical at 6:00 pm 

December 10 & 11 December 10 & 11 December 10 & 11 December 10 & 11 at 6:00 pm- Community Christmas Choir presents: 

“King Jesus is His Name”. 

December 11December 11December 11December 11    - Third Sunday of Advent 

December 18December 18December 18December 18    - Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Saturday, December 24 Saturday, December 24 Saturday, December 24 Saturday, December 24 - Christmas Eve service held at the Charlevoix 

Middle/High School at 6:00 p.m. 

Sunday, December 25 Sunday, December 25 Sunday, December 25 Sunday, December 25 - Merry Christmas. Service at 9:30 a.m. 

Saturday, December 31 Saturday, December 31 Saturday, December 31 Saturday, December 31 - New Years Eve. 

Sunday, January 1, 2017 Sunday, January 1, 2017 Sunday, January 1, 2017 Sunday, January 1, 2017 - Happy New Year.  Service at 9:30 a.m. 



In honor of na-onal Homeless Awareness Week, inter-agency Charlevoix-Emmet 

Con-nuum of Care is sponsoring some community events.  We hope you are able to 

a�end one or more events.     

 

The Con-nuum of Care is an inter-agency devoted to: 

· building community awareness about the plight of homelessness - 

· reducing the incidence of homelessness in our communi-es - 

· easing the burden on individuals and families forced into homelessness. 

 

COMMUNITY EVENTS:COMMUNITY EVENTS:COMMUNITY EVENTS:COMMUNITY EVENTS:    
On Thursday, November 17Thursday, November 17Thursday, November 17Thursday, November 17, 7:00 pm at the Cinema III in Charlevoix the film  

Time Out of Mind Time Out of Mind Time Out of Mind Time Out of Mind will be shown. This film stars Richard Gere as a homeless  

persons who feels increasingly lost as he struggles with the reali-es of living in a  

shelter un-l feeling energized by another resident. 

 

On Friday, November 18Friday, November 18Friday, November 18Friday, November 18, 7:30 p.m at the Carnegie Building in Petoskey the  

film The Blind Side The Blind Side The Blind Side The Blind Side will be shown. Based on real events, the film, which earned 

Sandra Bullock an Oscar for best female actor, recounts the story of a homeless  

African-American youth taken in by a white middle-class family. 

 

On Tuesday, November 22Tuesday, November 22Tuesday, November 22Tuesday, November 22, 7:00 p.m. at the Friendship Center in Petoskey a  

par-cipa-on exercise, “Home Sweet Homelessness” will be carried out with  

community members to s-mulate some experience of homelessness. 

 

 

 

KERYX PRISON MINISTRY 
Ma$ Berg, Tom DeKorte, Jim Jensen, Jim Malewitz and Roger Rozema.    

We seek your prayers to open the hearts of the inmates and for strength and guidance 

of the Holy Spirit for the Team Members.  

(Continued from page 13) 

(Continued on page 21) 
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2016 Community Christmas 

Choir is presenting 

 KING JESUS IS HIS NAMEKING JESUS IS HIS NAMEKING JESUS IS HIS NAMEKING JESUS IS HIS NAME  
Saturday, December 10, and Sunday, 

December 11 at 6:00 p.m.  

at Community Reformed Church.    

 
Begin your Christmas season by hearing the wonderful 
news of Christ’s coming to earth as the Savior- 
Redeemer through choral singing, instrumentation, 
and narration. The choir is made up of community 
people from near and far who enjoy choral singing. 

 

A nursery is provided for the Sunday evening program – 

infants through 3 years old. 

PAGE 21 IN TOUCH 



Ever thought about going on a short-term mission trip??? 

Join the Global Outreach Team  for a trip to Guatemala from January 5th through the 15th.  The 

missionary we support, Robert Jackson, needs our help.  Most of our .me will be spent in Pie De La 

Cuesta, a village of 85 families.  We have sent at least one team each year for the last 12 years or 

so, doing construc.on, medical, etc. 

AND/OR 

Join the Global Outreach Team in Hai? from February 7th through the 21st (tenta.ve date).  Plans 

were to rebuild a school that was destroyed in the earthquake in 2010, but Hurricane Ma(hew 

may make it necessary to do other, more pressing work.  We have supported Pastor Jean Heder 

Pe.te Ferer in his .reless work for many years. 

For more informa?on on either trip call Al Gooch at 231-313-9942.  

PAGE 22 IN TOUCH 

Ministry Updates Ministry Updates Ministry Updates Ministry Updates continued    

MISSIONARY UPDATE 

AGer a month back home in Michigan we are 

now on a European whirlwind trip. For the past 

three weeks we have been in Ukraine. Today we 

move to Hungary for four days then on to 

Sweden for five. AGer that we will spend three 

weeks in Greece.  

Our .me in Ukraine has been amazing. The Lord 

has allowed us to reconnect with ministries we 

have worked with in the past as well as 

introduce us to new ministries.  

We spoke in five different church services. At 

one Roma church, where we have not been for 

11 years, the pastor greeted us and said he had 

been praying God would send us back. He took 

us into the church and thanked the Lord.  

We visited orphans at Pavlov house with 

Rudolph and New Beginnings with Igor. Both are 

transi.on programs and we were part of their 

beginning. We were overwhelmed with God’s 

faithfulness to fulfill His plan to give them a 

hope and future that others said was impossible.  

We delivered meals and prayed with shut ins 

with Pastor Joseph. We shared smiles and tears.  

Much .me was spent in one on one fellowship 

with old friends and new. An added blessing was 

great family .me.  

 This trip has been different in the fact there has 

(Continued on page 23) 
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Ministry Updates Ministry Updates Ministry Updates Ministry Updates continued    

Wednesday, November 9Wednesday, November 9Wednesday, November 9Wednesday, November 9
thththth    & November 16th& November 16th& November 16th& November 16th    

from 6:00  p.m. from 6:00  p.m. from 6:00  p.m. from 6:00  p.m. ––––    7:30 p.m7:30 p.m7:30 p.m7:30 p.m.  

at the CRCCRCCRCCRC House, House, House, House, 100 Oak Street 

 

 

Suzanne Holguin from the Petoskey FriendshipSuzanne Holguin from the Petoskey FriendshipSuzanne Holguin from the Petoskey FriendshipSuzanne Holguin from the Petoskey Friendship    CenterCenterCenterCenter will be leading  

these two sessions.  Suzanne leads a monthly support group in Petoskey for 

Caregivers to support each other in their daily walk with a loved one.  She also 

writes a weekly column for the Petoskey News Review. 

Make yourself a priority and join us.Make yourself a priority and join us.Make yourself a priority and join us.Make yourself a priority and join us.    

(Continued on page 24) 

been no construc.on. But as we visited several 

places we saw the works Dale had done in the 

past s.ll making a difference. Yet we did add 

on to all these rela.onships. 

Some.mes we did not feel like we were doing 

much, but then God reminded us of the 

ministry He has called us to. Sixteen years ago, 

He showed us that He would send us to many 

places and put people before us. Our mission is 

to equip and empower them to do the work He 

has called them to. We are to give our talents, 

.me, encouragement, and finances. It is not 

always hands on labor.  

Both in Kenya and Ukraine we have sown into 

the Kingdom of God. We have heard tes.mony 

of how lives have been changed through 

simple ac.ons we have done. We are 

awestruck to know God has allowed us to be a 

part of His amazing plan in the lives of others. 

To Him be all the glory and honor forever. 

 

Thank you for joining us on this journey. We 

value your prayers and support.  

Serving together with you 

Dale and Janice Marcum     

(Continued from page 22) 

 



    

JOPPA HOUSE UPDATEJOPPA HOUSE UPDATEJOPPA HOUSE UPDATEJOPPA HOUSE UPDATE    

The following update was sent to us by 

Ginger Stevens who runs the Joppa House 

in Charlevoix. They can always use 

dona-ons, volunteers and prayers to keep 

the ministry thriving and changing lives. 

Please consider giving to this great 

program... 

Joppa House is full and burs-ng at the 

seams!  We currently have 6 women and 6 

children. 

All are in a state of transi-on and beginning 

to feel safe and secure.  Five out of six 

women have come from abusive 

households, so we work extensively with 

regaining self-worth and recognizing 

healthy vs unhealthy rela-onships.  

Paren-ng is taught, modeled and mentored 

using the '1-2-3 Magic' Discipline system. 

Three of our children, ages 4, 7, and 12 are 

a�ending Northwest Academy. The two 

toddlers (both 2 yrs. old) have in-house 

Early Headstart and Early Family Services. 

Then we have our newborn, just 6 weeks 

old, who is thriving! God is moving migh-ly 

in these ladies lives! 

 

Joppa House is always in need of: 

• diapers, sizes 1, 4 & 5 as well as wipes. 

• formula for babies (sensi-ve stomachs). 

• Paper products such as: toilet paper, 

paper towel, napkins, ziplock bags, foil, 

cling wrap, paper plates. 

• things like dishwasher pods, laundry 

detergent & dryer sheets (scent free), 

cleaning supplies. 

• grocery gi5 cards, Gas Cards, 

Restaurant Gi5 Cards, etc. 

• fun things such as, movie -ckets, 

bouncy house -ckets....things like that 

to break up our regular rou-ne. 

Thank you, Ginger Stevens, 231-547-8040 

(Continued from page 23) 

Ministry Updates Ministry Updates Ministry Updates Ministry Updates continued    
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Ministry Updates Ministry Updates Ministry Updates Ministry Updates continued    
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Faithwalking 101 Update: Faithwalking 101 Update: Faithwalking 101 Update: Faithwalking 101 Update:     We recently had 15 people par-cipate in the 

Faithwalking 101 Retreat held at CRC - 11 people from CRC.  Here are few 

comments from the evalua-ons:  "The retreat was awesome."  "I loved my 

small group."  "It was a lot to process all at one -me - but worth it."  "I knew 

before I could talk to God, but now I can really talk to him in a different 

light."  Don't hesitate to talk with those who par-cipated to hear more.  Here's 

the crew from CRC:  Pa�y Loper, Laura Bo�omley Brown, Jamie Warchol, 

Mikaya Dixon, Sco� Philp, Sue Barnard, Pam Swenor, Tim Salmonson, Tammy 

Nalevayko, Paula Connors, and Krystel Weber.  A huge thank you to Julie Smith, 

Bud Klooster, LaRae Stevens, Jackie Rozema, and Karen Bakker for giving up 

their weekend to serve as table leaders.  Also, another big thank you to Sherry 

Kirby, Vinnie Klooster, and Evelyn DeKorte for being responsible for our meals 

and snacks.  The food was amazing. 

Submi�ed by Pastor Chip Sauer 

“We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us 
through wordless groans.  And He who searches our hearts knows the mind of the 
Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for Godʼs people in accordance with the will of 
God.—Christ Jesus . . . is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us.” 

    (Romans 8:26-27, 34) 



       PARENT-TO-PARENT CORNER 
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Gentle Jesus, meek and mild,                              

Look upon a li�le child;                        

Pity my simplicity,    

Suffer me to come to Thee. 

    

Fain I would to Thee be brought,   

Dearest God, forbid it not;            

Give me, dearest God, a place                 

In the Kingdom of Thy grace.          

 

Put Thy hands upon my head,              

Let me in Thine arms be stayed,           

Let me lean upon Thy breast,           

Lull me, lull me, Lord to rest.   

 

Hold me fast in Thine embrace,   

Let me see Thy smiling face,              

Give me, Lord, Thy blessings give,         

Pray for me, and I shall live.               

 

Lamb of God, I look to Thee,        

Thou shalt my example be;           

Thou art gentle, meek, and mild,           

Thou wast once a li�le child.  

 

Fain I would be as Thou art, 

Give me Thy obedient heart;    

Thou art pi-ful and kind,            

Let me have Thy loving mind. 

 

Let me, above all, fulfil 

God my heavenly Father’s will,  

Never His good Spirit grieve;     

Only to His glory live.        

 

Thou didst live to God alone, 

Thou didst never seek Thine own,    

Thou Thyself didst never please;  

God was all Thy happiness.   

 

Loving Jesus, gentle Lamb, 

In Thy gracious hands I am; 

Make me, Saviour, what Thou art, 

Live Thyself within my heart. 

 

I shall then show forth Thy praise, 

Serve Thee all my happy days; 

Then the world shall always see 

Christ, the Holy Child, in me. 

            

 

           

  ----Submi�ed by Mary Seaman 

(Fain = gladly) 

The following classical hymn, wri(en by Charles Wesley, an English Methodist preacher 

and hymn writer, can be used in teaching children to pray.  Use one verse or several, de-

pending upon the age of the child.  The eighteenth-century language can be modernized, 

making it easier for li(le ones to learn.  I imagine many adults remember including some 

por.on of this hymn in their childhood bed.me prayers.   

GENTLE JESUS, MEEK AND MILD 
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An addi-on to the minutes from the September 

Consistory Mee-ng was stated as follows:  Ap-

proval of the recommenda-on from Execu-ve 

Board to hire Tammy Oliver should include 

“with an acceptable compensa-on agreement.” 

FOCUS AREAS:FOCUS AREAS:FOCUS AREAS:FOCUS AREAS:    

• Pastor Chip stated that the Imagine Team 

wants/needs further clarity of what they 

should provide to the Consistory.   

• Pastor Chip shared with Consistory some of 

his concerns regarding the future church, 

our poten-al building project and changing 

the way to reach un-churched people 

(tradi-onal evangelism to developing rela-

-onships evangelism) with admission that 

he doesn’t know how to make this happen.  

Consistory will be in prayer about these 

insights and concerns. 

• Pastor Chip reviewed Consistory Team Vis-

its and the need to connect with assigned 

Ministry Teams.   

• Pastor Chip men-oned that some greeters 

are not showing up for their assigned -me 

to greet on Sunday morning, and requested 

that Consistory members be watchful and 

fill-in when necessary.  

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS:ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS:ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS:ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS:    

• Consistory reviewed and briefly discussed 

some of the topics in the Execu-ve Com-

mi�ee’s minutes.  Issues addressed were:  

compensa-on for Administra-ve Staff, a 

sabba-cal for Pastor Chip, and the compen-

sa-on package for Tammy Oliver.  A mo-on 

was passed to provide Tammy with a wage 

of $20.00 per hour for a twenty-hour week 

plus FICA, re-rement benefits, and profes-

sional development.   

• Jeremy DeYoung addressed the 2017 Budg-

et.  The first dra5 (Dra5 A) will be ready for 

presenta-on at the November Consistory 

Mee-ng. 

                      
 ----Informa-on provided by Pastor Chip 

training and assis-ng Tammy in the transi-on.  Consistory accepted the Execu-ve Commi�ee’s 

proposal. 

OCTOBER CONSISTORY NEWS HIGHLIGHTSOCTOBER CONSISTORY NEWS HIGHLIGHTSOCTOBER CONSISTORY NEWS HIGHLIGHTSOCTOBER CONSISTORY NEWS HIGHLIGHTS 

(Continued from page 6) 
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New member NOAH CARSON NOAH CARSON NOAH CARSON NOAH CARSON is a senior at 

Charlevoix High School.  He is the son of 

Brian and Mabel Carson and has four 

siblings:  Logan, a senior in college, and 

Levi, Paige, and Mere�e, all students in the 

Charlevoix schools. 

As a student, Noah displays both academic 

and leadership quali-es.  He is a member of 

the Na-onal Honor Society, Co-president of 

the Student Council, and Co-president of 

the Youth Advisory Commi�ee.  He was 

also selected by his peers to be a member 

of the Homecoming Court.  Serving his 

community, Noah helps with the Opera-on 

Petunia Project.  In January, Noah will have 

the opportunity to travel to Washington 

D.C. for the Inaugura-on.   

Noah is an accomplished athlete.  He has 

been a member of the CHS cross-country 

and track teams for four years, achieving All 

State recogni-on for both.  He also plays 

varsity soccer, has made “all-conference,” 

and this year, along with his teammates, 

has won the regionals.  While Noah is 

undecided about which college he will 

choose for next year, he will be running 

collegiate track and field in the fall. 

While in eighth grade, Noah went on a 

mission trip with a team from CRC.  He has 

a�ended Spring Hill Camp and Timber Wolf 

Retreats.   

In spite of his busy schedule, Noah found 

-me to a�end a membership class, 

mentored by Ted Polleys.  He has made the 

decision to become a member of CRC, an 

important step he feels ready to take. 

 

********** 

New member TAMMY NALEVAYKO TAMMY NALEVAYKO TAMMY NALEVAYKO TAMMY NALEVAYKO grew up 

in Charlevoix, gradua-ng from CHS in 1984.  

A5er residing in Petoskey and Boyne City 

for a number of years, Tammy returned to 

Charlevoix and, currently, lives in the home 

where she grew up. 

Tammy worked from 1997 to 2001 as a DJ 

for Light 96 FM.  A5er taking classes at 

NCMC in early childhood educa-on, she 

worked at Watch Me Grow Preschool for 

four years.  For the last couple of years, 

Tammy has been doing cleaning jobs and 

staying closer to home because her son, 

Shawn, has been cri-cally ill with asthma.  

Tammy sees being a mom as her most 

important “job” on her resume`. 

During her leisure -me, Tammy enjoys 

listening to music and singing and has 

(Continued on page 29) 



shared her gi5, singing in the Praise Team.  

She loves cooking, especially baking, and, 

recently, has ventured into working with 

cra5s, making ornaments, etc. 

Ini-ally, Tammy was a part of CRC as an 

employee, working in the nursery.  At that 

-me she “fell in love with the church.”  

A5er her marriage in 2001, she and her 

husband a�ended other churches, but 

Tammy always felt that something was 

missing.  Three years ago, a friend who was 

singing in the Praise Team at Community 

Reformed invited her to a�end.  That 

Sunday, Ted sang “My Story” which 

brought tears to Tammy’s eyes.  Since that 

day, she has a�ended CRC regularly.  She 

finds a “real sense of family here.”  The 

church has been “a source of strength” 

during challenging -mes.  She is especially 

apprecia-ve of the outreach to her mom 

and dad, Leanna and Bert Southwood.   

 

********** 

New member SHAWN NALEVAYKO SHAWN NALEVAYKO SHAWN NALEVAYKO SHAWN NALEVAYKO is the 

fi5een-year-old son of Tammy Nalevayko.  

He is currently a ninth-grader at Charlevoix 

High School.  Shawn a�ended Central 

Elementary in Petoskey, grades k-6, was 

home-schooled for 7th grade, and a�ended 

Charlevoix Montessori School for 8th grade.   

In his younger years, Shawn loved playing a 

variety of sports, but now his asthma 

prohibits ac-ve par-cipa-on.  He s-ll 

enjoys cheering for his friends and does 

spend -me outdoors, biking.  His favorite 

indoor pas-mes are singing and dancing, 

drawing (especially cartooning), and, this 

past summer, he par-cipated in the Young 

Americans Workshop. 

Shawn has a heart for li�le kids and assists 

in CRC’s Wednesday night children’s 

program.  His par-cipa-on in Youth Group 

has really helped his transi-on to high 

school.  Taking drum lessons from Ted has 

also been a posi-ve experience.  Under 

Ted’s mentorship, Shawn took a 

membership class and has made the 

decision to join the CRC family as an official 

member. 

     

 ----Submi�ed by Mary Seaman 
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prayer?  That’s an interes.ng ques.on.  A lot of people think they’re not good enough to 

ask God for anything.  There are a couple of stories that should put that concern to rest.  

There was a thief who was absolutely guilty and was even being executed on a cross for 

his crime, and Jesus answered his dying prayer.  He, likewise, was friendly to and forgiving 

of one woman who was living with a man she wasn’t married to and to another woman 

who had just been caught in the act of adultery.  His proclivity to save and love was even 

extended to corrupt officials, drunkards, and pros.tutes.  Some.mes we too, interes.ngly, 

feel inclined to ask.  Therefore, we pray. 

Jesus did oGen comment about people’s faith or some.mes the lack of it.  He even said to 

some that it was their faith that made them well.  Some might wonder if they have any 

faith or if they have enough faith.  It says in the Bible that “faith” isn’t earned.  It’s not a 

merit badge that you get for selling enough cookies or helping li(le old ladies cross the 

street.  The Bible says that faith is a giG given to us by God who quite remarkably loves us 

in spite of ourselves.  When Jesus spoke of people who didn’t have faith, He was speaking 

of folks that weren’t asking, or expec.ng, or hoping to see any miracles.  And those folks 

didn’t see much from Jesus either.  On the other hand, the folks that had a glimmer of 

hope and expecta.on—the ones who pressed in and asked, even with uncertain hope—

are the ones He responded to. 

It is the presence of the Lord in our life that gives us the .ny or large inclina.on to ask!  

That “inclina.on” could reasonably be called “faith.”  It is a giG.  Maybe you didn’t even 

think to ask for that inclina.on.  Some giGs are surprises? Surprise! 

Therefore, pray, because God himself, within us, through His Spirit, is giving us that 

inclina.on to pray.  Therefore, pray. 
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COMMUNITY REFORMED 

CHURCH           

Phone: 231-547-9482 
    Fax:  231-547-9598 

Email: crcoffice@communityreformed.net 
www.communityreformed.net 

 
Join us for Worship: 

Sunday, 8:30,and 10:15 a.m. 
Nursery: all services 

Sunday School: 10:15 a.m. 
 

Beginning June 5, 2016  
Summer W 

Prayer: 
Sunday, 7:45 a.m. 

Monday - Friday, 6:15 a.m. 
Wednesday (2nd floor City Hall), 12 p.m. 

Wednesday, 5:00 pm  
Saturday, 7:15 a.m. 

 


