MARCH - APRIL 2016

BECOMING A NEW CREATION: TRUE LIFE IN CHRIST
By Mary Seaman

“As a Chris an it is of the utmost
importance we con nue to grow and
become more auned to God, His will and
His purpose for our lives.” (Kevin Krall,
<truelifeinchrist.com>) Krall’s
comment sums up the dominant
thread woven through Pastor
Chip’s series: “The Lifelong
Journey of Growing.” Our life’s
journey in Christ is a
transforma on process whereby
we become a “new crea on” (2
Cor. 5:17),” for in Him we live
and move and have our
being” (Acts 17:28a). This
sounds like a lo4y goal, elusively beyond our
reach. We need to be reminded that our
transforma on is accomplished by God, not
us. If we are walking in the Spirit, following
God’s ways, then we can grow and develop,
gradually becoming more like Him.

down in my heart to stay.” However, life
doesn’t allow us to be blithe spirits, skipping
through the clover ﬁelds for long.
Diﬃcul es, struggles, sorrows come; they
are part of our “training ground,” our
lessons in trust. Personally, I lost my
mother to cancer when I was just 21,
my ﬁrst real experience with grief.
Three miscarriages, the loss of a
loved one by suicide, the tragic death
of my thirty-one- year-old sister in an
auto crash, my son’s diagnosis of
au sm, a precarious pregnancy and
subsequent premature birth of my
daughter—these are some of the
headlines for my story, the dark mes of my
“training.” Yet, even in the worst of mes, I
felt the presence of Jesus through those
who came alongside me, providing prayers,
cards, inspira onal books, meals,
housecleaning, child-care and listening,
encouraging, sharing in fellowship—all
tokens of love that comforted me when I
wondered: “Where is God?” and “Why
me?”

life doesn’t allow
us to be blithe
spirits, skipping
through the
clover fields for
long.

As innocent children, we embrace
the idea of loving Jesus, freely. I remember
joining hands in Sunday school and singing,
“I’ve got the love of Jesus, love of Jesus,

(Continued on page 2)
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Yes, rays of light did shine through the clouds during those years, especially all the
delighBul “ﬁrsts” that a parent experiences in raising children. One radiant light stands out
that gave me “peace beyond understanding.” The night my daughter was born, I had a 105degree temp from a strep-B infec on and was hemorrhaging. A4er she was retrieved from
the birth canal and ﬁnally breathing, the doctors cau oned me not to be too hopeful; she
had a 50/50 chance of survival and 50/50 chance of being mentally damaged. In spite of
everything, I just knew in my heart that she would live, but God gave her and me much more
than survival. She physically and mentally thrived beyond expecta ons: all of her academic
and performance successes, beau ful voice and loving heart are more gi4s from God. Having
experienced God’s grace, I found myself asking the “Why me” ques on in awe, rather than in
despair. I con nue to thank Him every day for His goodness, for this and many other
“undeserved” gi4s. I now understand that life in Christ is a revealing of Himself to us day by
day, moment by moment. There’s peace in knowing and understanding that He is always
there both in darkness and in light.
At various mes in my faith journey, I had been so humbled by all that my Chris an
friends had done for me that I felt compelled to ﬁnd some way of repaying their kindnesses.
Their response has always been the same; with a smile and a hug, I was told to “pay it
forward.” My life’s journey in Christ has taught me that this really is the essence of our
purpose as Chris ans. I can never repay Him who died for me; I can never repay every
kindness received in His name, but I can “pay it forward.” Through the power of the Holy
Spirit in each of us, we can become imitators of Jesus’ servant-heart, and, through His Spirit,
we can bear fruit. God can use our “new selves” to reﬂect His light to penetrate the
darkness in the lives of others so that they too can begin the journey of becoming a “new
crea on.” And, someday, when we see Him face to face, our transforma on will be
complete.
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CONGRATULATIONS AND BLESSINGS TO:

♦

Bob and Noreen Joliffe on the birth of their grandson,
Lincoln.

♦

T. J. and Rhonda Carey on the birth of a son, Garrett
Edward. Proud grandparents are Ron and Theda
Williams.

♦

Justin and Sierra Klooster on the birth of a son, Carter
Patrick. Proud grandparents are Pat and Susan
Klooster.

♦

John and Joyce Brock on the celebration of their Golden
Wedding Anniversary on February 5.

Submitted by Mary Seaman

SYMPATHY AND PRAYERS TO:
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦

Jan Glass and family on the passing of her husband, Dale.
The Musser family on the passing of Nataleigh.
Pat and Susan Klooster and family on the passing of Pat’s father, Hank.
Terry and Julie Smith and family on the passing of Julie’s mother.
Dianne and Dennis VanGuilder, Ross and Miriam Winters and family on the passing of Peter
Grimm, Dianne’s brother-in-law and the Winters’ son-in-law.
Anna Klooster and family on the passing of her daughter, Janice Maddox.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS:
♦

Jerry and Sherrie VanKuiken
♦

David and Dana Fields
♦

Paula Connors
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BECOMING A NEW CREATION
By Kathy Martinchek
These are very daun ng, challenging words for a septuagenarian…someone who is rapidly approaching her mid-seven es. New crea on? What in the world is God thinking? What in the
world am I thinking ? Is it possible that I s ll have something to do for Him?
The answer is, of course, a resounding “YES”! He’s not ﬁnished with me yet. These ques ons
were on my mind when I signed up for the ﬁrst series of Faithwalking 101 at our church in October. Transforma on? Why? What would that look like in my life? What would the impact be
on my marriage? My family?
I entered the Faithwalking journey with mixed feelings but essen ally was excited to experience
whatever God had in store. The focus of the weekend and, ul mately, of our life is personal
transforma on and that can be a scary word for many of us…especially those of us who have
found a comfortable “slot” in our life from which it is challenging to leave.
Actually, the process of transforma on for me began much earlier. Like most of us, if we look
back, we can see God’s hand through many of our personal experiences. In fact, God has been
wooing me ever since I can remember. My grandparents took us to church in my early years,
followed by VBS, and youth groups—all poin ng to a beer way of becoming more and more
like Him. Later, at various churches and events during my 20’s, 30’s, 40’s and on through my
career and now re rement, God has, through the work of the Holy Spirit, been changing me.
My knowledge of Him, my love for others, my ac ons—all have impacted my “becoming.”
However, the greatest seismic shi4 in my “new crea on” experience was during a three-day
weekend when Christ became very real to me, and the Holy Spirit spoke true repentance and
forgiveness. God became my constant companion through the Holy Spirit. That doesn’t mean
that sin and mistakes don’t occur, but I am quick to confess and ask forgiveness.
No one can be “transformed” without help. Our Helper is always there to walk us through the
process of loving more, reaching out to the hur ng, and oﬀering a helping hand where needed.
Being a very personal, approachable Lord, He walks us through our troubling mes of confusion,
loss, grief, and even through the growing pains of transforma on.
Then the task before each of us is to keep “becoming.” How does that happen? How can I do
this?
(Continued on page 6)
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NEW MEMBER
---Submied by Mary Seaman
New members JERRY AND SHERRIE VANKUIKEN moved to East Jordan from Grand Haven where they
had lived for thirty years. Jerry’s family had a coage on the south arm of Lake Charlevoix where he
summered during his growing up years and Sherrie joined him there a4er their engagement to be
married. Seven years ago, they purchased the coage from Jerry’s mother, remodeled it and have
made it their home since re ring in 2014. Their immediate family includes two married sons, Jeﬀ
(42), Ma (39) and four grandchildren, two boys and two girls.
Sherrie earned her LPN degree from Grand Rapids Junior College and, a4er her children began
aending school, worked as a pediatric nurse in her husband’s private prac ce. Now that she lives
in East Jordan, Sherrie volunteers in the second and third grades at the elementary school. During
her leisure me, Sherrie enjoys reading, coloring in adult coloring books, and croche ng, with prayer
shawls being one of her special crea ons. She is also ac ve in the Helping Hands Ministry here at
CRC.
Jerry pursued pre-med at Calvin College and earned his MD from Wayne State Medical School. He
completed his internship at Buerworth in Grand Rapids. Jerry served in the military in a MASH unit
on the DMZ in Vietnam for eighteen months; during this me he was also a Chaplain Assistant. Jerry
was awarded a Bronze Star for meritorious achievement. Once he had returned to civilian life, Jerry
prac ced pediatric medicine for thirty-seven years, ﬁrst in Ludington for seven years, then in Grand
Haven for thirty years. A4er “re rement” in 2014, Jerry was delighted to secure a posi on at the
East Jordan Family Health Center where he con nues to have the joy of working with children.
Living in East Jordan also provides the perfect opportunity for Jerry to enjoy his favorite pas mes
out on the Lake—boa ng, canoeing and kayaking. He also spends me gardening and reading for
relaxa on. Jerry’s love for children is reﬂected in his volunteer work with Moms and Tots in
Ellsworth.
The VanKuikens have been visitors to CRC since the 70’s when Rev. Mansen was the pastor and they
formed a friendship with the VanderHeides. Once they made East Jordan their permanent home,
Jerry and Sherrie began aending regularly, took the membership class, and decided to make CRC
their church home. Old friendships, friendly new faces and apprecia on for Pastor Chip made the
drive from E.J. to CRC a natural choice. The VanKuikens have become a part of the CRC family by
transfer of membership from the Wesleyan Church in Grand Haven.
(Continued on page 13)
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In January, I moved to Faithwalking 201, a twenty-four-week program and process of being personally transformed to a person with a mission to bring others into rela onship with the Living
God in a life-changing way. This can’t happen without ﬁrst, a change in me.
Through daily prayer, daily scripture reading, homework, reading, and through teachings from
Chip and others, plus praise music, I am becoming a new crea on with a huge desire to share
Christ with those who don’t know His love and His redemp on.
Seek Him, listen for His voice and keep on BECOMING…
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creaon, old things have passed away; behold all
things have become new.” 2 Corinthians, 5:17

TOUCH
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Idols of the Heart: Learning to Love God Alone
By Elyse Fitzpatrick
The ﬁrst commandment is thou shalt have no
other gods before me…
me and most of us don’t
give very much thought to that other than
I’m good with that one. We are not like
Aaron, who when Moses was receiving the
ten commandments on the mountain, said,
“All I did was throw a bunch of gold into the
ﬁre and out came this golden calf that we
worshipped.”
But don’t we desire things in our lives that
are NOT things that can bring us true
happiness? Our culture is ﬁlled with ads for
things to “make us happy.” They charm us
into believing that in order to have a fulﬁlled
life we must buy that new car or for sure get
life insurance from THIS company when we
know that our best insurance policy is OUR
rela onship with Jesus Christ.
Fitzpatrick asks the ques on, “If our lives
were to be examined, what conclusions
could be drawn about our priori es and
where God ﬁts in?” In my life, some mes it’s
as trivial as wan ng a bigger stand mixer as
my mixer doesn’t have a big enough bowl to

make two loaves of bread at the same me.
If I were to purchase this, would it really
bring me happiness? Isn’t there something
beer I can do with my money?
Maybe for a few days or even a few weeks
my “happiness” will be complete but only
un l the next thing comes along that I think I
need. These desires or false gods, tell us that
we cherish them more than Him.
Fitzpatrick challenges the reader to examine
and explore the false gods of our lives. You
will be amazed at the “I wants” that surface
that aren’t God and cannot bring us true
happiness, which is a deep rela onship with
God through Christ. Put Him ﬁrst in all
things. That is ul mate joy.
----Submied by Kathy Mar nchek
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FEBRUARY LEADERSHIP RETREAT
Staﬀ and Consistory met together for a Retreat on Feb. 19 and 20 with two key items on the agenda.
1) Review, edit and discuss the Case Statement Documents that the Case Statement Team put
together. This included having the Team (Bud Klooster, Gary Strange, Nate Boss, Gail Cherry, Jen
Aenis) meet with us Saturday morning of the Retreat. A big thank-you to them for their hard work.
We approached the review of these documents by asking the ques ons: What is clear and what is
not clear? What is shared and what is not shared? What is compelling and what is not
compelling? This led to lots of discussion both in small groups and together. Gail Cherry, Gary
DeYoung, and Jeremy DeYoung will edit these documents to reﬂect the input and will get these to
Consistory/Staﬀ by our March mee ng.
2) Ask the ques on: And because of this vision reﬂected in these documents, what is the way
forward with our building?
The following plan was determined:
a) To review and possibly tweak the FIT Team’s building proposal, including the poten al of
phasing the plan.
b) To create a comprehensive communica on plan to invite the congrega on into these
documents and give feedback regarding God’s vision for CRC, including the poten al building
plan.
c) To form a Super Commiee at the March Consistory mee ng to be responsible for steps “a”
and “b” of this plan.
d) To create a meline for 2016 to work through this plan.

A big thank-you to Eric Cherry for providing lunch on Saturday.

----Submied by Pastor Chip
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Ministry Updates

Senior High’s Spring Grand Rapids Trip to see Chrisan Comedian Tim Hawkins:
Hawkins
Tim is a popular comedian who has spent the last 10 years making people laugh. He is
very popular on YouTube and within churches. He has a great way of helping
people laugh, have a great me together and grow in their faith. Be sure to check out
Tim's website at hp:// mhawkins.net/
We will go down and see the show on Saturday. Sunday morning we will go to
church and, a4erwards, the mall on our way home.
⇒

Leave the church: Saturday April 23rd at 10 am

⇒

Return to the church: Sunday April 24th at 4pm

⇒

Cost: $50 includes cket to show, hotel and dinner on Saturday.

⇒

Please return permission slips, with payment, to the church oﬃce
ASAP (available at the informa on center).

We have lots of news to share with you regarding what’s been happening with Safe
Families for Children (SFFC).
(Continued on page 10)
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Recent Highlights:
♦ In January, two informa onal mee ngs were held (1 in Petoskey and 1 in Boyne City)
with over 70 in aendance.
♦ In February, two core-training sessions for volunteers were held (1 in Petoskey, 1 in
Boyne City) with over 35 in aendance.
♦ In February, we had our ﬁrst hos ng (success!) that lasted one week.
♦ Currently, we have two host families approved. However, in the last month we have had
10+ families who want to be host families and 20+ individuals who want to volunteer in
other capaci es with SFFC. We currently have poten al volunteers from 7+ churches.
Our next Core Training (for those that want to volunteer) is scheduled for Thursday, May 26th
from 6:30-8pm at Petoskey United Methodist Church.
If you would like to get involved with SFFC or have ques ons, please contact Candice Wiers at
237.4362 or candice@faces-ministry.com.
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GROWING IN CHRIST
By Theda Williams
I was helping my four-year-old grandson decorate a shoebox for his Valen ne party at school, when it
occurred to me that his newly born brother could easily ﬁt in that box. Baby Garret is two-weeks-old
and is not yet ready to be born—but he’s here. I see him in the NICU trying hard to learn all of the
things that will help him get ready to go home. While nourishment is going into his lile stomach
through a tube, he is doing the exhaus ng work of learning to eat on his own. No expense is spared on
this lile human—he is surrounded by equipment, monitors and twenty-four-hour care. I watched as a
technician did an echo-cardiogram on him and saw his resilient, pulsa ng heart bea ng on a large
screen. It’s all prey amazing . . . and prey frightening to me.
As I watch lile Garret sleeping, my mind wants to go to a place of worry, a place of “what ifs?” I look
far into the future and wonder about what his life will look like. When I begin to worry, I say prayers on
his behalf. My prayer for him is that he will fulﬁll everything that God has planned for him, that his
story will be one of living into his full purpose and poten al. I can’t write his story for him, but God
can.
I realize that we’re all a lot like Garret. Physically, he’s just a lile “us.” But there are strong emo onal
and spiritual lessons that can be learned. I know that the Bible tells me that I was once a “babe” in
Christ, but then I grew. Once I survived on milk, but later I advanced to more solid food—at least I hope
so. But how far have I grown? Am I s ll growing? Do I mistakenly assume that because I am physically
mature, I have arrived spiritually? I know that I have maturing to do, but do I understand my poten al?
Here’s what John tells me in the Bible about my poten al: “Beloved, we are God’s children now; what
we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when He is revealed, we will be like
Him, for we will see Him as He is.” (I John 3:2) We will be like Him—now that’s complete! So if we had
a line that represented the spectrum of completeness and we placed Garret on one end and Jesus on
the other, where would I fall? How about you? The truth is that Garret and I would prey much be
side by side—that’s how incomplete I am when compared with Christ.
So when God looks at me, what does He see? A ny, helpless person who has no clue about her
poten al? Does He see me, like Garret, working hard to become stronger? Or, am I s ll requiring
nourishment through a tube? God spared no expense on me so that I could live into His poten al for
me, and during this me of year, I’m reminded how costly that was. He wants me to become all of
those things that He’s created me to be. And how’s my heart? Is it bea ng strongly with passion for
the things He’s passionate about?
I want Garret to grow—I celebrate every ounce. God wants that for us too and He watches every step
of growth with great joy. And someday, when I understand my full poten al in Christ, I will be complete
in Him. But for now, I am far from ﬁnished!
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FAITHWALKING
Submied by Sandy Malewitz
Recent headlines read, “Donald Trump declares
himself a Chris an.” The Pope had a quick rebual
to ques on his faith. Some mes we even wonder
about ourselves. How can we be sure we are
Chris an? It probably is a ques on we should ask
ourselves, occasionally. How would we respond
to Gala ans 2:20: “I have been cruciﬁed with
Christ and no longer live, but Christ lives in me.
The life I live in the body, I live by faith.” In our
daily life, we must regularly crucify sinful desires
that keep us from following Christ. Do we have a
new way of looking at things? We have all heard 2
Cor. 5:17: “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creaon.” Our old nature is gone and we are new on
the inside with a new way of looking at things. Do
we constantly challenge ourselves to see whether
we are living a new life, under a new Master?
The longer I am on this Chris an walk, the more I
realize that keeping my focus on Christ is vital to
becoming more like Him as the Bible calls me to
be. Yes, we have our Bible studies, prayers and
worship me, but maybe this Chris an life is more
than those things. Maybe a more realis c queson to ask ourselves is: am I se[ng my heart and
mind on God’s ideas for living? This is why we are
told that our study of God’s Word is so important.
What does God say about Himself so I can refashion my life accordingly? We can all agree that in
the daily-ness of living, we tend to create lives
that are ﬁlled with half-truths about Chris an living that really reﬂect our own choices for comfort
and ease.
Acts 17:18 gives us a good standard for faith walking. “For in Him we live and move and have our

being.” God is very close to every one of us; he is
close and personal. We have the Spirit of God
living and working in us. He teaches us about His
ways and helps us to grow. We are “to work out
our salva on with fear and trembling, for it is God
who works in [us] to will and to act according to
His good purpose” (Phil 2:13). God doesn’t leave
us alone but comes alongside us and gives us a
heart to grow. He will help us con nue on this
path of growth as He says in Philippians 1:6: “He
who began a good work in us will carry it to comple on.” It is the Spirit’s job to help us grow. Like
a friend, He guides us down the right paths.
I need to look away from all the distrac ons that
constantly bombard me. It is diﬃcult to add all
these wonderful ways of living to my life if my life
is already crammed full of other things. Things are
the good and fun too! Honestly, I just don’t have
enough room in my life to fulﬁll all my desires.
We grow in our faith not by having a quick Bible
study each morning and then spending the rest of
our day looking at everything else, away from
God. So as we go about our days, we can keep
God in the forefront, keep our heart and mind
focused on Him. I can evaluate my daily choices
and do everything in His name. There are so many
ways to do this: ask believers around you how
they do it!
Our greatest ques on may be: what would Jesus
do? It helps us make the right choices. Our mo va on is to honor Him and live, as He wants us to
live. So go ahead and conﬁdently ques on if you
are a true believer. God has already given you the
answer—in His Word!
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(Continued from page 5)

********
New member PAULA CONNORS grew up in the country in the Upper Peninsula and graduated from
Negaunee High School. She is the mother of Jessica (34) and has two grandchildren; all three s ll live in
the UP. Paula enjoys outdoor ac vi es—leisurely walking, hiking, camping and gardening. She also
loves children and animals.
Seasonally, Paula spends much of her me working in the Food Pantry Garden with Rebecca Berg. She
also works as a merchandizer, helping businesses get ready for opening, and she supplements her
income by cleaning homes.
Paula moved to Charlevoix three years ago and, since she lives at Lake Harbor Apartments, she decided
to aend CRC, a church within easy walking distance. A year ago, Jan Boss got Paula involved in taking
guitar lessons at the church, which was one of the ways she began mee ng people. (She has since
passed the guitar on to her niece.) Besides mee ng people in class, Paula has found the Safe Haven
Breakfast Club a welcoming and friendly place to be. Paula says, “Chip made me feel welcome, too; he
make me laugh.” Connec ons like these helped Paula in making her decision to become part of the CRC
family.
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the season of

LENT
FASTING/GROWTH/RENEWAL
40 Days
Sunday, March 13th “Crisis” - 8:30 & 10:15 am
Sunday, March 20th “Villains and Heroes” 8:30 & 10:15 am
Maundy Thursday “Widespread Circulation”
Thursday, March 24, 6:00 pm
Good Friday
Friday, March 25th, noon at the United Methodist, Charlevoix
Easter Sunday “Hopefully Ever After”
Sunday, March 27, 9:30 am Charlevoix Middle/High School

CLOSER TO JESUS . . .

For we did not follow cleverly devised stories when we told
you of the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ in power, but we
were eye-witnesses of His majesty. II Peter 1:16
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MEET OUR 2016 ELDERS AND DEACONS
---Submied by Mary Seaman
ELDER KRIS WAY and her husband Barney are
the parents of ﬁve daughters—Ka e, Kari, Kim,
Kandis, and Kelsey—and the grandparents of
three granddaughters. Kris is employed at the
Northern Michigan Sports Medicine Center in
Charlevoix. During her leisure me, Kris enjoys
the outdoors, especially boa ng, vaca oning in
Florida, running, baking, and spending me
with family. Within the church, Kris has a
passion for the F.A.C.E.S. Orphan Ministry,
Kari’s Closet, which provides clothing for
children placed in foster families, and the Safe
Families for Children program. Kris has served
on the RCW Board and currently serves on the
Marriage Enrichment Team.
When asked to comment on her “becoming”
journey of growing “in Christ,” she shared this
response: “This past year, I have come to rely
on God’s sovereignty. I always thought I was in
control or could control so many things in my
life, when, in fact, so much of our life’s story is
out of our control. For me, when I was able to
truly decide to trust in God’s sovereignty, it is
there that I have found hope. HOPE is huge!
He is the God of hope. Gal. 2:20…”It is no
longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the
life I now live in the body, I live by faith (by
adherence to and reliance on and complete
trust in) in the Son of God, who loved me and
gave Himself up for me.” Hope and trust in
Jesus helps take the pain out of even the
harshest circumstances. In the life that He has
called me to, I can believe that He will give me

everything I need to endure it, and even ﬁnd
joy in the midst of it. Somehow trus ng allows
our hearts to accept the way things are without
losing hope for a beer future. I rejoice in the
hope of Heaven!”
P.S. “I would like to thank our dear friends at
CRC, that have loved us and prayed for us
through this most diﬃcult year. Our family is
forever thankful to God for each of you. May
God bless you and CRC.” ---Kris Way
******
ELDER TERRY SMITH and his wife Julie have a
daughter, Ana, who is a ninth-grade student at
CHS. He also has four adult children—Zachary,
Christopher, Margo and Peri Lynn. Terry is
grandpa to one grandson and two
granddaughters with another one on the way in
the spring. Terry’s career involved both
counseling and teaching: he earned his
master’s and specialist’s degrees from CMU
while teaching classes in counseling, worked as
a clinical director and provided counseling
services at Chip Counseling Center for ﬁve
years, worked in student services and taught
post-graduate courses in counseling psychology
at the University of Western Ontario, taught
and coached at Mancelona High School, and
taught English, French, psychology and
sociology at Charlevoix High School un l his
re rement.
(Continued on page 16)
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(Continued from page 15)

During his re rement, Terry began a family business, opera ng an Alpaca Farm for ﬁ4een years. The
me spent with family was of key importance to Terry during this endeavor. He takes pleasure in
organic gardening, providing wholesome food both for his family and local chari es. He and his family
enjoy hiking and visi ng warm climates. Terry also has been involved in mission work and has gone on a
number of short-term mission trips. When asked how he sees himself becoming a “new crea on” in
Christ, Terry reﬂected back on the things he has invested his life in doing. Teaching, counseling, serving
on mission trips—all have played a signiﬁcant role in his transforma on process. “In essence, I went
from being a self-centered and self-focused being to an other-focused, service-oriented one,”
commented Terry. His years at Chip Counseling played a key role in this journey, followed by mission
work where Terry was “humbled,” a key to becoming more like Christ. Terry observed, “There is no end
to inves ng our lives in other people; there is no end to this process of becoming a new crea on.”
******
ELDER GARY STRANGE and his wife of thirty-eight years, Paula, are parents to Jason (34), Abby (32),
Chris na (30), and Tyler (24). They also have three grandchildren, two boys and one girl. Gary works as
a real estate broker and has owned Charlevoix Proper es Real Estate since 1990. During his leisure
me, Gary enjoys ﬁshing, hun ng, golﬁng, and cooking. He combines work with pleasure by always
being ac ve in remodeling projects, then either selling or ren ng the houses.
Being a busy man, Gary was reluctant to accept the nomina on for elder because of the big me
commitment, even though he felt honored to be considered a candidate. Gary thought that serving as
an elder might be “a real opportunity for growth.” He prayed, “God, if You want to grow me, then I am
willing to say ‘yes.’” While he never dreamed he would be an elder, he is excited about this step in his
faith journey. He believes, “Being an elder will lead me to be less focused on worldly things and more
on Godly things, and beer equip me to help others in their spiritual walk too.”
******
DEACON GARY DEYOUNG is father to Sandy Novotny and a son, Saul, who live in Charlevoix and another
son, Shawn, who lives in Saugatuck. Sandy has two children; Shawn, three, making Gary a ﬁve- mes
grandpa. Gary has spent most of his working career in the equipment-repair business and has re red
from Lexamar where he did maintenance work. Gary spends his leisure me doing amateur
photography and motorcycling. His biggest cycling adventure was a trip to Alaska with Kim and Karen
Bakker. When his children were young, Gary volunteered his me helping with youth groups; now he is
involved in CRC’s Night Light Shelter.
Gary shared that in his “growing and becoming” journey, he went on an Emmaus Walk about thirty(Continued on page 18)
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PARENT-TO-PARENT CORNER
Submitted by Mary Seaman

(The following devo onal provides a poignant message to all parents concerning the me in their faith
journey of “Becoming” when they must “release” their children, trus ng God to fulﬁll His plan for their
lives.)

QUIVERING
Like arrows in the hand of a warrior, so are the children of one’s youth. PSALM 127:4
The last three verses of Psalm 127 are some of the most precious in the Bible when it comes to thinking
about our children. Barbara and I have certainly had a “quiver” full with our six (see verse 5). But part
of the reward God talks about in this passage comes from responsibility—the responsibility to launch
our children into adulthood at the appropriate me.
If you’ve done any archery or bow hun ng, you know that the moment you make your release, two
things happen: (1) the arrow whips oﬀ the bow, and (2) you experience “string slap” as the bowstring
smacks against you forearm. Man, it can hurt—the same way the ﬂight of your grown children can
ache in your heart.
But there is purpose to this pain. There is a reason for this release. I’m reminded of what Jim Elliot
wrote to his parents a4er informing them that he was being called by God to the jungles of Ecuador as
a missionary. Like any parents, Jim’s folks wished for him safety and security, a steady income beneath
his feet and a roof over his head. But he said to them: Remember how the Psalmist described children? He said they were a heritage from the Lord, that every man should be happy who had his quiver
full of them. And what is a quiver full of but arrows? And what are arrows for but to shoot? So with
the strong arms of prayer, draw the bowstring back and let the arrows ﬂy—all of them, straight at the
enemy’s hosts!
No, it’s not an easy process. You could wish these years didn’t have to come so soon. But by releasing
your children purposefully into adulthood—
adulthood—with a biblical sense of mission—
mission—you place them under the
care of the Holy Spirit, helping them learn to be independently dependent upon Him, becoming the young
men and women He wants them to be. (emphasis mine)
(From: Moments with You <LightSource@crosswalkmail.com>
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(Continued from page 16)

years ago that had a major impact on his life. However, the real life-changing experiences were the
loss of his wife, Susan, and two years later, his daughter, Samantha. Gary reﬂected, “The support and
help from my church family helped me know the love of Christ” during a me when he felt “humbled”
and “helpless.”
******
DEACON MARK COSENS is married to Kari; they have two daughters, Kayla (4) and Anna (2). Mark and
his wife grew up in Freemont, moved to Petoskey eight years ago, then to Charlevoix seven years ago.
Mark earned a degree in Computer Networking from ITT Tech in Grand Rapids. Currently, he works on
computers in the IT Department at Charlevoix State Bank. Outside of his world of computers, Mark
enjoys hanging-out with family (like playing disc-golf at Mt. McSauba with his girls), walking his dogs,
and running. Being a more serious runner than most of us, Mark has par cipated in one 10K and
several 5K racing compe ons.
Mark grew up in a family that was very nurturing on how to be a Chris an. This background has
mo vated and helped Mark to want to carry on their example with his own children. The birth of his
ﬁrst child was a “wake-up call,” a me when Mark ques oned, “Am I where I should be in my faith
journey?” There was an awareness of “the need to grow.”

“There is no end to investing our lives in other people; there is no
end to this process of becoming a new creation.” Terry Smith
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CONSISTORY NEWS HIGHLIGHTS
JANUARY CONSISTORY NEWS
♦

Pastor Chip welcomed Mark Cosens, Gary DeYoung, Terry Smith and Gary Strange as
new members of Consistory. Kris Way was unable to aend.

♦

Consistory approved the following oﬃcers: Roger Rozema—Clerk (pending his
approval), Jeremy DeYoung—Deacon Chair, John Coolman—Treasurer, Ron Williams—
Vice President (pending his approval.)

♦

Consistory reviewed the recent Congrega onal Mee ng. They discussed the need to
provide a more comprehensive ﬁnancial report to the congrega on and the pros and
cons of the changes to January and mee ng between services. If any signiﬁcant
decision were being made, the lather would not be workable.

♦

Chip ini ated a discussion about how to help teams and staﬀ be able to share with
Consistory. The current numbers of teams are larger than the capacity to have at
Consistory. Mark Cosens and Pastor Chip will work on this challenge and bring
proposals addressing this issue to Consistory in March.

♦

Consistory approved a slate of candidates for the at-large member of Execu ve Team
(2016-2018 term). Chip will work down this list un l someone says “yes.”

♦

Consistory brieﬂy discussed the incomplete year-end report for the 2015 ﬁnances.
Tithes and oﬀerings were ahead of budget and expenses. 20K less was received in
thes and oﬀerings than in 2014. Special projects amounted to about 75K beyond the
thes and oﬀerings receipts.

♦

Chip updated Consistory on the status of the Case Statement Documents and handed
copies of the documents to new Consistory Members. Consistory members were
asked to review these documents, which will be the major focus at the February
Leadership Retreat.

Contacts at CRC:
Chip Sauer, Pastor
Jan Boss, Director of Spiritual Formation
Ted Polleys, Associate Pastor
Lynda Stolt, Office Administrator
Michael Brown, Maintenance Engineer
Leslie Nitchman, Office Assistant
Theda Williams, Worship Director
Gail Cherry, Director of Children’s Ministries
Dianne Coolman, Kitchen Manager
Cindy Mansen, Choir Director
Join us for Worship:
Sunday, 8:30 and 10:15
Nursery: 8:30 and 10:15
Sunday School: Sunday, 10:15

Prayer:
Sunday, 7:45 a.m.
Monday - Friday, 6:15 a.m.
Wednesday (2nd floor City Hall), 12 p.m.
Wednesday, 5:00 pm
Saturday, 7:15 a.m.

100 Oak St.
Charlevoix, MI 49720

Phone: 231-547-9482
Fax: 231-547-9598
Email: crcoffice@communityreformed.net
www.communityreformed.net
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