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December 25, 2016 

We respectfully acknowledge the Wurundjeri people as the traditional              
custodians of the land on which we meet. 

Regular Activities 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday 10am // 81 High St, Preston 
 
Bundoora 
Thursday 10am (monthly) // A church 
service for residents at Bundoora 
Retirement Village 
 
Connect 
Thursday 12.30pm // 81 High St, Preston 
Community lunch and food for thought 
 
Harbour 
Tuesday 1pm // 81 High St, Preston // 
Discussion group and communion after 
the community lunch 
 
Thirst 
Tuesday 7.30pm // small worship group 
featuring discussion, social interaction, 
prayer, meditation and supper – contact 
Roger on 9462 6260 for details 
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Ministry Team 
		

Cheryl Johnson 
Ministry Team Leader 
cheryl@nccc.org.au 
Ph: 0418 141 377 
  

Matt Jones 
Minister 
matt@nccc.org.au 
Ph: 0414 575 551 

Ministry Centre 
  

Street & Postal Address 
81 High Street 
Preston, VIC  3072 
Phone 03 9484 4788 
 Email info@nccc.org.au 

Web www.nccc.org.au 
Facebook Group 
NorthernCommunityChurch 

Online Giving and Direct Deposits 
Account Name: Northern Community Church of Christ 
BSB: 703-810 | Account Number: 05300313 
To receive a tax-deductible receipt at the end of the financial year, please include your 
name and ‘TD’ in the reference field and your gift will be directed through our Tax 
Deductible Trust Fund. 

	
		

Lynette Leach 
Minister 
lynette@nccc.org.au 
Ph: 0419 538 543 
  

 

 
Items for the Circle 
The deadline for items to be included in the Circle is Wednesday 5pm. Please 
leave printed submissions at the church office and send electronic submissions 
to circle@nccc.org.au. Comments and suggestions are also welcome.  

Life Groups  
Thursday 1.30pm // The Nicholls Chapel 
A group for newcomers to Christian faith 
 
Come Pray With Me 
Normally the third Tuesday of every 
month 10.30am // The Nicholls Chapel // 
A time of prayer  
 
Christian Women’s Fellowship (CWF) 
Second Tuesday of the month, 1.30pm // 
Guest speaker and time of fellowship   
 
Furniture & Clothing Op Shop 
Monday to Saturday 9.30am – 4.30pm   
 
Community Lunches 
Monday – Thursday 12.30pm // 81 High 
St, Preston // $4 for a two course meal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Circle 

Advent / Making Room for Christ 

British Rabbi Jonathan Sacks reminds us that the two great 
commandments of the Jewish faith are those known to Christians as 
the Great Commandment (Love God with your whole heart, soul and 
strength and love your neighbour as yourself). Sacks, however, 
indicates that there is a third

 
important commandment in Judaism, 

one that is repeated more than any other – 36 times in fact. It says 
‘Love the stranger among you for once you were strangers in Egypt’.  
This command, which practically outworks itself in showing hospitality 
and welcome to the stranger, is a key expression of Christianity.   

Christmas in particular is about welcoming and making room for the 
stranger.     

Jesus entered this world as a stranger. John tells us that ‘He came into 
the very world he created, but the world didn’t recognize him. He came 
to his own people, and even they rejected him’ John 1:10-11. Not too 
many people anticipated the Messiah arriving on earth as a vulnerable 
child and so his coming was largely missed.  

We still have difficulty recognizing Jesus today because he continues 
to turn up in unanticipated ways. Jesus is primarily amongst us as the 
stranger and the strange (Matthew 25:31-46).  

May we all make room for Jesus by creating space in our lives for the 
stranger and the strange. 

Blessings, Steve 



	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

In our church community, please be 
mindful of the families of people 
who passed away during the year. 
Please pray for the families of Valda 
Rogers, Nancy Horwood, Geoff 
Crossman, Joyce Huggan, Marion 
Schilling, Janette Goatley, Joy Hill. 
Pray that in the midst of 
celebrations, those who are 
bereaved will be comforted and 
reassured of the loving, sustaining 
presence of God with them. 
 
Birthdays & Other Celebrations 
The following celebrate their 
birthday over the coming month or 
so: Melita Prideaux (Dec 31), Matt 
Jones, Roy Weir, Louise Sutton (Jan 
7), Eunice Rumble (Jan 12), Pam 
Gardner (Jan 21), Heather Carbis (Jan 
28) and John Prideaux (Feb2). 
 

Services in January 
New Year's Day Service will be at 
10am. It will be a lighter service with 
time for reflecting on the past year 
and preparing for the new year. We 
will celebrate the New Year 
together during morning tea. If you 
have treats left-over from 
Christmas/New Year, you are 
invited to bring and share. 

Farewell to Steve and Louise 
Sunday January 8th will be their last 
service with us. We want to thank 
them and bless them as they 
venture forth to Bayview Church, 
Rosebud. Please bring a plate of 
food to share for lunch. 

John Gilmore will be the speaker in 
the worship service on Sunday 29 
Jan. John is the Executive Director 
of Global Mission Partners, which is 
the Australian Churches of Christ 
mission organisation.  
	
Giving to Others 
You are invited to give generously in 
your regular offering, and on 
Sundays December 25 and January 1 
there will be a bowl on a table near 
the door of the auditorium as you 
go out to give an additional gift for 
others. The money received will be 
divided to support the work of the 
Christmas Bowl, and 
COCOA (Churches of Christ 
Overseas Aid). If your envelope is 
marked specifically for one of these 
appeals, your gift will go to that 
appeal. 
 

8&8 Prayer Focus 
The daily prayer rhythm for this 
week is appropriate for Christmas - 
'Making Room for Christ'. Reflect on 
each of the Advent themes: hope, 
peace, joy and love, and how they 
are growing in your life. What 
changes need to happen in your life 
to make room for Christ? 'Surrender 
to the whisper of God's love. Let it 
reside in you, flow through you, 
radiate from you. Show love in 
thought and word and action. 
Christ gave himself for love of us. 
Let us give ourselves for love of 
him.' (Christine Sine)  

Stamps  
A reminder, especially at this time of 
the year with all the Christmas mail 
coming in, to save your stamps 
[Australia and world] and place in the 
box on the table at the door to 
Blended on Sundays or hand into the 
office anytime. 
 
Next Week’s Roster / Sunday 1 Jan 
Communion: Lynette Music: Steve 
(m/v) Matt (m/v) Ray (m) Sound & 
Vision: John (s) Steve (v) Helpers: 
Kevin, Pol, Bob, Ian Communion Prep: 
Veronica Welcome: Bob & Barbara 
Kitchen: Pat, Eunice, Solita 
 

A Little Bit About Me 
Name: Gladys Graham 
Birthplace: Trafalgar 
My interests: Knitting booties & 
bonnets for Northern Hospital 
Work/study background: Manageress 
of dairy produce shop 
I watch: Sports and Chase 
I read: Bible and family stories 
I listen: Hymns and opera 
I eat: Roasts, salad and fruit 
My superpower: Staying alive! I’m 97+ 
 

 
 
A Little Bit About Me 

Join us on Facebook 
NorthernCommunityChurch 

Visit our website 
www.nccc.org.au 

Merry Christmas! 
Wishing you and your loved ones a 
very merry and meaningful 
Christmas. There is no morning tea 
after our service on Christmas Day. 
 
Farewell  
Sadly, today we say farewell to 
Donna Ng. Donna’s visa was not 
extended and she will be returning 
to Hong Kong in January. Donna 
has been a great blessing to our 
community, serving in various 
ways and her friendly personality 
will be deeply missed.  
 
Pastoral News & Prayer Points 
Alma Hart had more nerve-block 
treatment for her hip recently, and 
is being treated for a wound to her 
leg. Keep her in prayer for relief of 
pain and healing of her leg. 

Hold in your thoughts and prayer 
those who continue to receive 
chemotherapy treatment: Rhonda 
Bone and Cheryl Johnson. 

Christmas can be a difficult time 
when families are together. 
Sometimes tensions simmer and 
relationships struggle, when there 
are so many expectations that it 
will be a happy, peaceful time. 
There is sadness too as people 
experience their first Christmas 
without a loved one present to 
share in the celebrations.  

 

 

Affiliated with 
Churches of Christ in 
Victoria & Tasmania 


