
Family	Talk	
Offered	to	All	
Matthew	24:36-51	
	
Holy	Limiting	
Matthew	24:36	
When	it	comes	to	the	return	of	Christ	and	the	end	of	days,	only	the	Father	knew	the	
day	and	hour.		Christ,	being	fully	God	and	fully	human,	limited	his	knowledge.		The	
angels	do	not	even	know	the	time	of	Christ’s	return.	 	Why	would	Jesus,	being	fully	
God	not	know	the	time	when	he	spoke	to	the	disciples?		How	would	today	change	if	
you	 knew	everything	 that	was	 going	 to	 happen	 tomorrow?	 	Would	 it	 help	 you	 or	
hurt	 you	 today?	 If	 you	 knew	 tomorrow	 you	were	 going	 to	 be	 in	 a	 bad	 car	wreck	
would	you	be	able	to	accomplish	anything	worrying	about	it	happening.		Jesus	told	
his	 followers	 today	has	 enough	worries	 for	 itself.	 	 There	 is	 a	 blessing	 that	 can	be	
found	in	limited	knowledge.		It	helps	us	to	stay	focused	on	the	moment	and	not	look	
past	 opportunities	 that	 are	 in	 front	 of	 us.	 	 The	 second	blessing	 is	 growth	 in	 faith.		
When	we	do	not	know	that	outcome	or	the	timeline,	we	have	to	be	faithful	in	every	
moment	and	opportunity	never	knowing	when	they	may	come	to	an	end.	 	 If	 Jesus	
had	 told	 us	 that	 on	 May	 27	 of	 2028	 He	 was	 returning	 we	 would	 not	 live	 with	
urgency	until	we	started	getting	closer.		The	holy	limiting	of	knowledge	should	serve	
to	help	us	live	with	a	sense	of	urgency	in	everything	we	do!	Pray	and	ask	God	to	help	
you	not	worry	about	tomorrow	and	miss	the	opportunities	of	today.	
	
Foundations	
Matthew	24:43-45	
How	many	times	have	you	heard	the	Boy	Scout	motto	of	“Always	be	prepared?”	 	 I	
always	 believe	 it	 is	 easier	 to	 adjust	 a	 plan	 than	 trying	 to	make	 up	 one	 on	 the	 go.		
Jesus	is	speaking	specifically	about	being	ready	for	His	return,	but	the	applications	
are	 endless.	 	 When	 a	 thief	 comes	 to	 steal	 from	 you,	 he	 looks	 for	 weaknesses,	
openings,	and	valuables	to	steal.		The	foundation	of	Biblical	preparation	in	our	lives	
leaves	us	prepared	for	the	thief	or	vulnerable	to	him.	 	When	we	spend	time	in	the	
Word,	 worship	 with	 fellow	 believers,	 and	 seek	 first	 the	 Kingdom	 of	 God	 we	 are	
prepared	for	His	return.		In	the	process	we	are	also	laying	a	foundation	for	our	lives	
that	will	keep	the	thief	from	stealing	from	us	day	to	day.		Peter	reminded	his	hearers	
that	the	thief	is	like	a	lion	looking	to	devour	you.			He	wants	to	steal	our	peace,	our	
joy,	our	righteousness.		If	we	do	not	put	walls	of	protection	up	the	thief	will	happily	
come	and	steal	all	he	can.		Not	only	do	we	need	to	build	on	a	Biblical	foundation,	but	
Jesus	 says	 they	 should	 stay	 alert.	 	 Distracted	driving	 is	 so	 dangerous	many	 states	
have	passed	laws	about	being	on	your	cell	phone	while	driving.		The	same	is	true	for	
us	 in	 our	 spiritual	 lives.	 	 It	 is	 easy	 to	 live	 distracted	 from	 the	 leading	 of	 the	Holy	
Spirit	in	our	lives.		This	can	make	us	vulnerable	to	the	thief	stealing	from	us	as	well	
as	missing	opportunities	God	has	given	to	us	to	help	build	His	kingdom.	 	Pray	and	
ask	 God	 tohelp	 you	 build	 a	 solid	 Biblical	 foundation	 in	 our	 lives	 and	 to	 be	 ever	
vigilant	against	 the	attacks	of	 the	 thief	and	 to	 the	 leading	of	 the	Holy	Spirit	 in	our	
lives.	
	



	
Found	Faithful	
Matthew	24:46-47	
We	have	already	 looked	at	 the	need	to	stay	 focused	on	the	present	and	not	worry	
about	 the	 future	 as	well	 as	 the	need	 to	prepare	ourselves	 against	 the	 thief.	 	 Jesus	
gives	those	 listening	an	encouragement	to	be	 faithful.	 	We	want	to	be	 found	doing	
what	 God	 has	 called	 us	 to.	 	 We	 need	 to	 be	 faithful	 as	 spouses,	 as	 employees,	 as	
worshippers,	as	family	members,	as	teammates,	as	students.		We	have	so	many	roles	
that	we	are	active	in.		Each	role	we	have	is	an	opportunity	to	be	found	faithful.	 	Go	
beyond	our	roles	though.	 	What	resources	has	God	blessed	you	with?	 	We	all	have	
time,	talents,	and	resources.		How	are	you	using	them?	Are	you	using	them	for	your	
own	enjoyment	or	are	they	leveraged	for	the	sake	of	the	Gospel.	 	This	is	not	to	say	
that	we	cannot	use	any	of	 them	for	ourselves,	but	we	don’t	need	to	 forget	 the	one	
who	supplied	 them	to	us.	 	We	 think	wrongly	when	we	give	10%	of	our	 income	to	
God	and	assume	the	other	90%	is	ours	to	use	however	we	want.	 	God	provided	all	
100%	of	our	 finances,	resources,	and	talents	and	we	need	to	honor	Him	with	how	
we	use	all	of	it!		Pray	and	ask	God	to	give	you	the	wisdom	and	obedience	to	be	found	
faithful	with	everything	that	He	has	provided	to	you	in	your	life.	
	
Stealing	form	Grace	
Matthew	24:48-50	
No	one	wants	to	be	called	a	wicked	servant.		The	servant	assumed	that	the	delay	in	
the	 master’s	 return	 meant	 that	 he	 could	 act	 how	 he	 wanted.	 	 There	 was	 an	
assumption	that	he	could	do	whatever	he	wanted	now	and	could	deal	with	whatever	
later.	 	What	if	his	master	never	returns?	He	could	live	like	a	king	indefinitely.	 	The	
masters	 delay	 should	 not	 be	mistaken	 as	 a	 freedom	 to	 do	 as	 the	 servant	 pleased.		
The	master	delaying	his	return	is	truly	a	measure	of	grace.		For	us,	the	delay	of	Jesus’	
return	means	that	there	are	more	opportunities	for	those	who	are	lost	to	be	reached	
with	the	truth	of	the	gospel.		When	we	as	Christians	are	lazy	with	gospel,	indifferent	
with	our	own	righteousness,	or	just	out	right	wicked	we	are	stealing	from	grace.		We	
are	 taking	 advantage	 of	 God’s	 generosity	 and	 patience.	 	 The	 story	 of	 the	 wicked	
servant	should	stand	as	a	warning	to	us	to	be	intentional	with	our	spiritual	walk	and	
remind	 us	 that	 there	 are	 dire	 consequences	 for	 those	who	 are	 apart	 from	 Christ.		
Whether	 at	 their	 death	 or	 at	 His	 return,	 there	 is	 the	 promise	 of	 eternal	 physical	
anguish	for	those	separated	from	Christ.	 	We	never	want	to	serve	out	of	fear,	but	a	
holy	 fear	 can	 serve	 to	motivate	 us	 to	 love	 better!	 	 Ask	 God	 to	 help	 you	 not	 take	
advantage	of	 the	 grace	 of	God	 in	how	you	 live,	 but	 to	 strive	 for	 faithfulness	 in	 all	
things.	


