
Family	Talks	
What	is	Required?	
Matthew	19:16-26	
	
	
Do	versus	Be	
Matthew	19:16-17	
The	young	man	asks	a	normal	question.		He	wants	to	know	what	he	needs	to	do	to	
earn	eternal	life.		There	is	nothing	we	can	do	that	is	good	enough	to	earn	something	
that	valuable.		The	truth	is	most	of	our	actions	are	very	self	serving,	so	even	if	they	
would	be	considered	good,	the	motives	behind	them	are	not	pure.		This	is	why	Jesus	
shifts	the	focus.		The	young	man	is	focusing	on	what	he	can	do;	Jesus	focuses	on	who	
he	is.		Jesus	states	that	there	is	only	one	who	is	good.		It	is	not	about	what	we	do,	but	
who	we	know!	 	We	cannot	be	good,	no	matter	how	hard	we	 try.	 	Good	cannot	be	
measured	 in	 what	 we	 do,	 but	 who	 we	 are	 becoming	 because	 of	 a	 change	 in	 our	
heart.	 	That	change	only	happens	when	we	begin	a	relationship	with	 the	only	one	
who	is	good.		We	measure	good	through	our	relationship	with	God.		Part	of	growing	
in	our	faith	is	allowing	it	to	guide	and	direct	our	actions.		The	greatest	growth	is	our	
understanding	 that	 there	 is	 nothing	 we	 can	 do	 in	 order	 to	 earn	 the	 love	 of	 God.		
God’s	 love	 is	based	on	who	He	 is,	not	what	we	have	done.	 	This	 sets	us	 free	 from	
having	 to	be	 good	 enough.	 	Our	 goal	 changes	 to	 a	desire	 and	 goal	 to	be	obedient.		
Pray	 and	 ask	 God	 to	 help	 what	 you	 do	 be	 shaped	 by	 who	 you	 are	 trying	 to	 be	
through	your	relationship	with	Him!	
	
False	Righteousness	
Matthew	19:18-20	
Jesus	tells	him	to	keep	the	commandments.		He	asks	which	ones.		Seems	like	a	silly	
question	doesn’t	it?	 	Not	if	you	follow	the	Pharisees.	 	They	believed	in	the	oral	law	
that	 they	added	onto	 the	written	 law.	 	Suddenly	 there	were	hundreds	of	 laws	you	
were	supposed	 to	 follow.	 	 Impossible!	 	 So	 this	young	man	naturally	asks	which	of	
the	 many	 laws	 was	 he	 supposed	 to	 follow.	 	 Jesus	 gives	 him	 the	 list	 from	 the	 10	
Commandments	that	cover	our	earthly	life.		He	confidently	asserts	that	he	has	these	
covered,	but	knew	something	was	still	missing.		He	asked	what	he	still	lacked.		Even	
though	he	had	obeyed	a	list	of	religious	rules	he	knew	something	was	missing	from	
his	 life.	 	 He	 knew	 that	 he	 had	 not	 obeyed	 himself	 to	 eternal	 life,	 there	 had	 to	 be	
something	more.	 	The	same	truth	applies	to	us.	 	We	cannot	be	religious	enough	to	
earn	 salvation.	 	 This	 is	 what	 so	 many	 other	 religions	 teach;	 if	 you	 are	 obedient	
enough	you	will	be	rewarded.	 	Christianity	is	unique	in	that	you	can	do	nothing	to	
earn	 salvation;	 you	 simply	 receive	 it.	 Having	 received	 salvation	 and	 begun	 a	
relationship	with	God,	we	seek	to	be	obedient	because	of	our	relationship,	not	to	get	
it!	 	 Pray	 and	 ask	 God	 to	 help	 you	 seek	 Him	 first	 and	 from	 that	 relationship	 for	
obedience	to	follow.	
	
	
	
	



Confronting	the	Heart	
Matthew	19:21	
We	know	Christianity	 is	about	our	relationship	with	God,	yet	 Jesus	gives	 this	man	
something	 to	 do,	 to	 sell	 off	 all	 of	 his	 possessions	 and	 give	 them	 to	 the	 poor.	 He	
doesn’t	end	there.		Jesus	goes	to	what	we	would	expect,	to	follow	Him.		If	salvation	is	
a	free	gift	why	would	He	require	him	to	do	something?		God	knows	us!		God	knows	
what	motivates	us,	what	we	are	passionate	about,	what	we	love.	 	When	Jesus	gave	
him	a	command	to	do	something	it	was	for	a	purpose.		Jesus	was	exposing	the	heart	
of	this	young	man.		He	thought	he	was	functionally	perfect;	he	had	kept	all	the	laws.		
What	was	exposed	was	a	heart	that	loved	riches	above	relationship.		When	Abraham	
was	commanded	to	take	his	first-born	son	and	sacrifice	him	God	wanted	to	know	if	
Abraham	 loved	 his	 son	 more	 than	 what	 God	 wanted.	 	 God	 did	 not	 require	 the	
sacrifice,	 but	He	used	 it	 to	 expose	 the	heart	 of	Abraham.	 	 Jesus	 is	doing	 the	 same	
thing	here.	 	We	see	very	different	results	between	the	two.	 	Abraham	becomes	the	
model	 of	 faith	 for	 every	 one	 of	 his	 descendants.	 	 This	 young	man	 becomes	 a	 sad	
example	of	how	clinging	to	worldly	things	is	a	greater	priority	for	many	that	what	
could	be	found	in	a	relationship	with	God.		What	are	you	willing	to	give	up	to	follow	
Christ?		He	asks	for	all	of	you	and	you	have	to	be	willing	to	give	it.		Pray	this	morning	
and	ask	Him	to	help	you	lay	your	entire	life	on	the	altar	of	sacrifice	so	that	nothing	
with	hinder	your	following	Him.	
	
False	Teachings	
Matthew	19:23-24	
Jesus	makes	 such	 a	 profound	 statement	 about	 salvation.	 	 It	would	 be	 easier	 for	 a	
camel	 to	pass	 through	 the	 eye	of	 a	 needle	 than	 a	 rich	person	 to	 enter	heaven.	 	 Is	
Jesus	saying	that	it	is	impossible?		I	remember	hearing	a	sermon	on	this	passage	as	a	
young	 believer	 and	 the	 pastor	 explained	 that	 there	 was	 a	 gate	 through	 the	 wall	
called	the	eye	of	the	needle.		This	gate	was	used	at	night	but	required	a	camel	to	go	
to	his	knees	and	awkwardly	crawl	through	or	others	have	shared	that	it	was	a	gate	
mistakenly	made	 too	 narrow	 so	 a	 camel	 had	 to	 be	 unloaded	 to	 pass	 through.	 	 So	
what	Jesus	was	saying	was	that	it	 is	difficult	for	a	rich	person	to	be	saved,	but	still	
possible.		History	doesn’t	hold	this	to	be	true,	nor	does	the	scripture	itself.		History	
does	 not	 give	 us	 any	 records	 of	 this	 gate	 actually	 existing	 for	 starters,	 but	 as	 the	
passage	continues	to	unfold	we	see	in	verse	25	that	disciples	were	astonished.		The	
disciples	asked,	 “Who	can	be	saved?”	 	 Jesus	was	sharing	something	 that	really	did	
seem	impossible	to	the	disciples.		Jesus	responds,	“With	man	this	is	impossible,	but	
with	 God	 all	 things	 are	 possible.”	 	 The	 point	 here	 isn’t	 to	 clarify	 a	 teaching,	 but	
rather	to	remind	us	to	allow	scripture	to	speak	to	scripture.		Exterior	sources	can	be	
helpful	at	times,	but	can	also	promote	false	teachings	if	we	are	not	careful.		Salvation	
is	 impossible	without	God.	 	He	 is	 the	one	 that	 reaches	out	 to	us	while	we	are	still	
dead	in	our	transgressions.	 	 It	 is	not	difficult	 for	a	rich	person,	but	 if	he	tries	hard	
enough	he	can,	it	is	impossible	apart	from	God.	 	This	serves	as	a	great	reminder	of	
just	how	amazing	salvation	is.		It	cannot	be	simplified,	reduced,	or	taken	away	from.		
Salvation	 is	 astonishing,	 breathtaking,	 and	 overwhelming	 all	 at	 once.	 	 Ask	 God	 to	
renew	the	wonderment	of	your	salvation.	
	


