
Family	Talks	
Joshua	22:1-8	
Settled	
	
	
Obedient	
Joshua	22:2-3	
Out	of	the	12	tribes	there	were	two	and	a	half	that	wanted	to	settle	on	the	Western	
side	of	the	Jordan.		That	was	allowed	as	long	as	they	fought	with	the	other	tribes	to	
take	 the	 Promised	 Land	 as	 God	 had	 commanded.	 	 Joshua	 is	 commending	 their	
faithfulness	 to	 the	 command	 of	 God	 as	 well	 as	 their	 willingness	 to	 follow	 his	
leadership.		It	is	easy	to	lose	sight	of	the	goal	in	the	midst	of	a	task.		The	half	tribe	of	
Manasseh	could	easily	have	gotten	home	sick	missing	 family.	 	The	Reubanites	and	
Gadites	could	have	helped	them	take	Jericho	and	enter	the	Promised	Land	and	then	
began	to	lose	focus	on	the	goal	as	they	got	further	and	further	away	from	the	land	
promised	to	them.		They	did	not,	they	remained	faithful	to	the	command	of	God	and	
leadership	of	 Joshua	until	he	released	 them	to	go	 to	 their	homes.	 	True	obedience	
takes	more	 than	 good	 starts,	 good	 intentions,	 or	 trying.	 	 True	 obedience	 is	 being	
faithful	 from	 beginning	 to	 end.	 	 This	 passage	 is	 a	 foreshadowing	 of	 the	words	 of	
Christ	when	He	talks	about	our	ultimate	goal,	to	hear	God	say,	“Well	done	my	good	
and	 faithful	 servant.”	 	 This	 takes	 a	 daily	 commitment	 of	 submitting	 to	 the	will	 of	
God,	to	faithful	obedience,	to	the	calling	on	our	 lives,	and	not	getting	distracted	by	
lesser	 things.	 	 Make	 your	 prayer	 this	 morning	 one	 of	 remaining	 obedient	 to	 the	
mission	God	has	given	each	of	us.			
	
Remain	Faithful	
Joshua	22:5	
Didn’t	we	talk	about	faithfulness	already?		Yes!	Joshua	commended	their	focus	and	
obedience	 during	 the	 task	 of	 taking	 the	 Promised	 Land.	 	 Although	 this	 task	 was	
done,	the	greater	mission	was	still	underway.		Joshua	knows	it	will	be	easy	to	go	to	
their	 new	 homes	 and	 become	 so	 preoccupied	with	 building	 homes	 and	 lives	 that	
they	would	 lose	 sight	 of	who	God	was	 calling	 them	 to	 be.	 	 Just	 because	 they	 had	
taken	the	Promised	Land	didn’t	mean	that	their	mission	was	done.		Joshua	reminds	
them	that	they	are	to	love	God	above	all	else	and	to	walk	in	His	ways.		I	was	talking	
with	a	church	member	and	she	said	over	the	break	she	sat	down	with	her	Sunday	
School	book	to	“catch	up”	cause	she	had	been	out.		She	looked	up	from	study	and	3	
hours	had	gone	by.		She	hadn’t	been	caught	up	in	sin	or	being	disobedient,	actually	
she	was	serving	at	church	the	other	Sundays!		In	the	midst	of	life	and	doing	what	is	
right	we	can	still	drift	away	from	who	we	are	called	to	be.		It	is	easy	to	get	caught	up	
in	the	routine	of	life;	focusing	on	the	immediate	tasks	and	lose	sight	of	the	mission	of	
who	God	wants	us	to	be.		Joshua	is	reminding	the	people	that	just	because	they	had	
peace	and	finally	had	a	land	to	rest	in	didn’t	mean	that	the	mission	was	done	or	that	
they	could	rest	with	what	they	had	accomplished	with	their	obedience	to	God.		God	
desires	ongoing	faithfulness	in	our	obedience.		Not	for	a	time,	a	season,	or	a	task,	but	
for	 our	 entire	 lives!	 	 Ask	 God	 to	 help	 you	 remain	 faithful	 to	 the	 mission	 as	 you	
accomplish	the	tasks	set	before	you.	



Reward	of	Faithfulness	
Joshua	22:8	
Wouldn’t	it	be	nice	if	every	time	we	did	things	right	a	deposit	was	magically	made	to	
our	piggy	bank?		I	ate	my	broccoli	today,	$1.		I	picked	up	my	dirty	clothes,	$2.		I	was	
nice	to	the	person	at	the	checkout,	$1.		I	stopped	to	help	someone	change	a	tire,	$6.		
Garbage	emptied,	$2.		Sometimes	faithfulness	is	rewarded	in	this	way,	you	work	all	
week	and	on	Friday	you	get	a	paycheck.		Joshua	rewards	the	tribes	who	had	been	so	
faithful	with	great	riches	that	had	been	taken	from	their	enemies.	 	Many	times	our	
faithfulness	is	rewarded	as	the	task	is	completed.		There	are	many	times	when	our	
faithfulness	to	a	task	is	not	immediately	rewarded.		At	times	it	may	even	feel	like	we	
are	being	punished!		When	we	are	faithful	to	God	we	will	come	into	conflict	with	the	
world	 at	 times.	 	 It	may	 cost	 us	 comfort,	 a	 job,	 or	 relationships.	 	 Our	 reward	may	
seem	more	like	punishment	than	great	riches.		What	is	the	greatest	reward	that	we	
are	 seeking?	 	 Is	 it	 a	bigger	bank	account,	 better	 job,	 better	 reputation,	 or	 is	 it	 the	
reward	of	hearing,	“Well	done”?	 	 	Faithfulness	 is	always	rewarded,	 just	not	always	
the	way	we	expect.		Pray	and	ask	God	to	keep	your	heart	faithful	and	for	you	to	long	
for	the	reward	of	faithfulness.	
	
Sustained	Faithfulness	
Joshua	14:10-11	
Caleb	was	faithful	to	the	Lord	when	he	was	a	spy,	believing	that	they	could	take	the	
land	 because	 it	 was	 what	 God	 had	 called	 them	 to	 do.	 	 Because	 of	 that	 the	 Lord	
sustained	 him	 while	 the	 other	 suffered	 in	 the	 wilderness	 for	 the	 next	 40	 years.		
While	a	generation	died	off	around	him,	he	never	diminished	in	strength.		He	says	he	
is	just	as	good	at	85	as	he	was	when	he	was	40!		No	matter	what	we	do	to	slow	that	
hand	 of	 time	 on	 our	 body,	 there	 is	 no	 way	 for	 us	 to	 avoid	 what	 age	 does	 to	 us!		
Unless,	 that	 is,	God	decides	to	sustain	you	miraculously.	 	None	of	us	will	 likely	see	
this	miracle	in	our	lives,	but	it	 is	an	important	reminder	that	God	does	sustain	His	
faithful	 servants.	 	 It	 is	 easy	 to	 look	 at	 circumstances,	 like	 the	 spies	 did,	 and	 think	
there	is	no	way	we	will	ever	be	able	to	do	this.		The	people	believed	what	their	fear	
told	them	over	what	God	had	promised	them.		We	must	look	on	our	circumstances	
the	way	the	three	faithful	spies	did.		They	acknowledged	the	greatness	of	the	people	
in	 the	 land,	but	 they	believed	stronger	 in	 the	size	of	 their	God	and	His	promise	 to	
them.		What	is	it	right	now	that	seems	bigger	than	you?		What	is	God’s	response	to	
it?		God	may	not	carry	you	around	it,	but	He	will	carry	you	through	it	if	you	will	let	
Him.		Pray	and	ask	God	to	give	you	a	heart	that	trust	in	Him	and	for	the	Holy	Spirit	to	
sustain	you	as	you	are	faithful	today.	


